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“THE SERVANT OF THE LORD ” – A Study of the Life of Moses 

“From Hero To Zero” (Exodus 2:11-22) 

The life of Moses seemed to be on an upward trajectory after the daughter of Pharaoh adopted 
him. He had moved from the home of a slave to live in the palace of a king. Stephen tells us 
Pharaoh’s daughter “nourished him for her own son” (Acts 7:21). We also know he received the finest 
education, as he “was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.” 
Even today the Hieroglyphics of the ancient Egyptians is one of the most complex scripts to 
master. It was said that it took a lifetime to truly learn this language. Clearly, Moses mastered this 
comprehensive education and earned the respect of the Egyptian tutors, as he “was mighty in words 
and in deeds.” Extra biblical tradition reveals that he may have led the Egyptian army into victory 
in famous battles. So Moses seemed destined for great things with such an upbringing. This 
educated, powerful, and charismatic young prince would have been the talk and the pride of all 
Egypt.  
  
And i t  came to  pass  in  those  days ,  when Moses  was grown,  that  he  went  out  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  and looked on 

the i r  burdens :  and he  sp i ed  an Egypt ian smit ing  an Hebrew,  one  o f  h i s  bre thren .  And he  looked th i s  way and 

that  way ,  and when he  saw that  there  was no man,  he  s l ew the  Egypt ian ,  and h id  h im in  the  sand.  (v11-12) 

 

The story then jumps from his infant days a full forty years to “when Moses was grown.” It was at 
that point that Moses made a deliberate choice to visit his afflicted Hebrew brethren. This 
expression “he went out unto his brethren” was no mere sightseeing trip. God had already moved his 
heart to turn his back on the world and identify with the children of God. He may have looked 
like an Egyptian prince on the outside but his heart was wedded to the faith of his fathers. 

The Book of Hebrews reveals something had gone on in the heart of Moses before he 
went out to his brethren in Exodus 2:11, 
 

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. By faith he 
forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 
invisible. (Heb. 11:24-27) 

 
Clearly Moses had seen Hebrews before. The expression “he went out unto his brethren” 

indicates that something more significant was going on in his action that day. He was making a 
decision to identify with these people. This was no rash decision by Moses to go to his brethren 
that day. It was not mere sentiment because of his Jewish roots but a choice of faith. He knew 
that to identify with “the reproach of Christ” and “to suffer affliction with the people of God” was to 
renounce his claim to the Egyptian royal line and the wealth of such a nation. Every day Moses 
was respected and ate the finest while rubbing shoulders with the “Who’s Who” in Egypt. He 
willingly chose to walk away from his privileged life and identify with a despised enslaved race. 
Doubtless, he recognised he would be ridiculed by society and misunderstood by his adopted 
mother who had done so much for him.  
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Moses willingly gave up the “treasures in Egypt” as he knew serving the Lord brought 
infinitely greater rewards, “for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.” In other words, Moses 
knew that it was better to lose the wealth of Egypt than the eternal riches of glory. Using 
spiritual sclaes, he weighed the temporal short-term gains in light of those eternal long-term 
gains. He was like the man who sold everything to obtain the pearl of great price (cf. Matt. 13:45-
46).  

Few ever faced such a temptation as Moses faced and even fewer are able to resist it. We 
tend to naturally favour the immediate over the eternal. This decision to choose Christ over the 
things of this world is one we struggle with on a daily basis. We need to learn that the choices we 
make today will determine the rewards of tomorrow. As believers we are to live with eternity 
always in view in our choices.   
  
RIGHT MOTIVE – WRONG METHOD 
 
Moses not only wanted to identify with his people but clearly he sensed a call to be the deliverer 
of his people. In the Book of Acts, Stephen reveals, 
 

And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the 
children of Israel. And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged 
him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: For he supposed his brethren would 
have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood 
not. (Acts 7:23-25). 

 
Somewhere in the past, Moses formulated a plan to accompany his decision to identify with the 
people of Israel. In this grandiose scheme Moses was centre stage as the deliverer. Probably he 
assumed he was the logical choice because of his connections with the royal palace and his 
charismatic reputation. However, this plan of deliverance was not God’s plan but that of Moses, 
“For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them.” We do 
not read in any part of Scripture that God instructed Moses to kill the Egyptian and launch the 
deliverance of Israel on that particular day.  

There is no hint that Moses even sought God’s direction and timing before he took the 
significant step. So that day when Moses went to visit his brethren he was vulnerable to fleshly 
actions because of impatience and self-will. Maybe he felt that he was honouring God by his 
actions. However, the Lord did not need Moses to help Him out. Forty years later the Lord 
would prove that He could take care of Pharaoh and his army without anyone’s assistance by 
burying them under the Red Sea. 

Although Moses’ decision to identify with the Lord and the people of God was the right 
one, his method of doing so was the wrong one. It is not simply enough to obey God’s will but 
we must also do it in His way and in His timing. Having a zeal for God is not enough to make an 
impact for the Lord. Moses had made one of the greatest spiritual choices to walk away from 
Egypt and embrace the sufferings of Christ but that did not give him immunity from making 
foolish and fleshly decisions. By his impulsive action Moses only demonstrated he was not ready 
to be a leader yet. He was too big for God to use. Moses elevated himself into a position of 
leadership, but he was 40 years too soon. 

The murder of the Egyptian taskmaster was Moses acting in the will of the flesh. It was 
Moses taking control of his life from the Lord. And we know that fleshly actions only produce 
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fleshly consequences, as “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit” (John 3:6). You cannot sow a fleshly seed and reap a spiritual harvest. The old hymn puts 
it well,  

Stand up,  s tand up for Jesus ;  
Stand in his  s trength alone;  

The arm of  f l esh wi l l  fa i l  you ,  
You dare not  trust  your own.  

 
We are told that Moses, “looked this way and that way.” However, while he looked around, 

Moses forgot to look up. He was not thinking of the Lord in his action. Another notable feature 
was that he attempted to conceal his murderous rage by burying the corpse in the sand. This is 
what happens when we put our confidence in our ability rather than in the Lord’s ability. Fleshly 
actions have to concealed by us. When a believer is ashamed of his actions and is fearful for 
others to know the truth, then he can be sure this is not the Lord’s leading. When God finally 
strikes down the Egyptians, there will be no need to hide the bodies or the fact.  
 This is not a temptation that Moses uniquely faced but one that is a great problem for us 
all. We all tend to want to help God out in our circumstances. Impatience quickly sets in when 
God’s timetable does not match our timetable. At this point we are especially vulnerable to 
fleshly and impulsive decisions. This all too often backfires into spiritual failure and devastating 
consequences. We need to remember that we can live by faith or by force but we cannot live by 
both. We are either strong in the Lord or strong in our flesh. God’s timing is always perfect, but 
ours is often flawed. The Lord knows what He is doing. Any apparent delay is always purposeful. 
Let the Good Shepherd lead us, “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 
40:31). 

We should note that Moses’ great failure came at a moment after he had overcome a 
great temptation. We are more vulnerable in our moment of spiritual victory to the attack of the 
flesh and the devil than we realise. Remember Noah fell after the Flood and Elijah after the 
victory of Carmel. We also need to note that even the greatest men and women of the Bible were 
fallible to walking in the flesh. We need to constantly remind ourselves of this. We should never 
allow romantic notions of men to override this realism.  

We must also see the grace of God at work in this chapter. Moses failed by his fleshly 
action but God’s grace is not dependent on man’s faithfulness. The Lord continued to prepare 
and shape this weak vessel for His ultimate glory and use. It is the same today. God is working in 
all of our lives in grace in a manner, which is not due to the perfect faithfulness and perfect 
obedience of men. 
 

And when he  went  out  the  s e cond day ,  beho ld ,  two men o f  the  Hebrews s t rove  toge ther :  and he  sa id  to  h im 

that  d id  the  wrong ,  Where for e  smi t e s t  thou thy  f e l low? And he  sa id ,  Who made thee  a  pr ince  and a judge  over  

us?  in t endes t  thou to  ki l l  me ,  as  thou ki l l eds t  the  Egypt ian? And Moses  f eared ,  and sa id ,  Sure ly  th i s  th ing  

i s  known.  Now when Pharaoh heard th i s  th ing ,  he  sought  to  s lay  Moses .  But  Moses  f l ed  f rom the  fa ce  o f  

Pharaoh,  and dwe l t  in  the  land o f  Midian:  and he  sa t  down by  a  we l l .  (v13 -15) 

 

Many years later Moses stated, “be sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23). This truism was 
something Moses had learned by bitter experience. This very educated and powerful man tried to 



For 22 September 2013                                                                           Church Bible Class – Lesson 3 
                                         

  

CBC – The Life of Moses (Lesson Three) 4 

cover over his sin, but providence worked to uncover it. This plan of Moses did not meet with 
God’s approval.  

The public revelation of his sin came from the very people Moses thought he was 
delivering. Moses’ past caught up with him in a short time. His fellow Jew retorted, “Who made 
thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian?” These words must 
have been a knife to the confident heart of the self-appointed deliverer. He thought the Israelites 
would embrace him as the great emancipator, but instead Stephen tells us, “they understood not” 
(Acts 7:25). This must have been a great humiliation.  

Instead of a great triumphant victory, Moses’ action had him running for his life. All his 
dreams and lofty ambitions were in tatters. He had calculated that the nation would rally behind 
him but instead of unity he was witnessing confusion and opposition. This led to fear in the 
heart of Moses that his sin was public knowledge. Soon Pharaoh heard the news of his disloyalty, 
Moses was a wanted man, “Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses.” Moses 
responded to the threat and “fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat 
down by a well.”  

The man who as an infant had survived the edict of death upon all the Hebrew male 
children now had a personal death sentence placed over him. In 24 hours Moses had gone from 
the adopted son of Pharaoh to a penniless fugitive on the run for his life. He had gone from the 
luxury of a palace to the barrenness of the wilderness. Few have fallen so far and so quickly in 
the history of mankind. Moses had gone from hero to zero. We can only but imagine the anguish 
in his soul as he contemplated the bitter consequences of his fleshly actions. It must have been 
the lowest point of his life. Swindoll observes, 
 

Moses wasn’t strutting down the road singing, “I Did It My Way.” He was a frightened 
and disillusioned fugitive running, escaping for his very life. His vaunted education now 
meant nothing to him. His knowledge of hieroglyphics and Egyptian poetry gave him no 
comfort. His military victories seemed hollow. Thanks to his rash act of violence, that 
same military wanted to kill him. And with each step, he probably groaned within himself 
over his untimely deed, saying things like “Life is over. God can never, never use me I’m 
absolutely finished.  

 
Now the  pr i e s t  o f  Midian had seven daughter s :  and they  came and drew water ,  and f i l l ed  the  t roughs  to  water  

the i r  fa ther ' s  f l o ck.  And the  shepherds  came and drove  them away :  but  Moses  s tood up and he lped  them, and 

watered  the i r  f lo ck .  And when they  came to  Reue l  the i r  fa ther ,  he  sa id ,  How i s  i t  that  y e  are  come so  soon to  

day? And they  sa id ,  An Egypt ian de l iv er ed  us  out  o f  the  hand o f  the  shepherds ,  and a l so  drew water  enough 

for  us ,  and water ed  the  f lo ck . And he  sa id  unto  h i s  daughter s ,  And where  i s  he?  why i s  i t  that  y e  have  l e f t  

the  man? ca l l  h im, that  he  may ea t  bread .  And Moses  was content  to  dwe l l  w i th  the  man:  and he  gave  Moses  

Zipporah h i s  daughter .  And she  bare  h im a son ,  and he  ca l l ed  h i s  name Gershom: for  he  sa id ,  I  have  been a  

s t ranger  in  a  s t range  land .  (v16-22) 

 

Providence led Moses to the “wilderness university” for the next four decades of learning. In the 
obscurity of the Midian as a hired hand, Moses would learn many precious lessons on meekness, 
leadership, and self-will. He will learn the difficulties of surviving in the harsh wilderness climate 
and the heartache of being a stranger in a strange land. God would reveal to Moses that 
deliverance would be carried out in God’s way and in God’s time. These lessons would mould 
him to be the man that God knew Israel would need in the future.  
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From a human perspective it seemed that Moses’ life of leadership was now over. 
However, the Lord had not finished with Moses. He had just placed him in a school of 
refinement for the next 40 years before He was ready to use him in public ministry. The 
impulsive prince of Egypt had to learn many lessons before he would become the meekest of 
men. In this wilderness period Moses would learn what the Psalmist described, “Before I was 
afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept Thy word” (Psa. 119:67). But just as God ordained the times 
in the palace, so too He ordained the times in the wilderness. God knows exactly what He is 
doing. He still does in our lives.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The life of God’s people is often characterized by multiple failures. Often this happens at the 
beginning of our Christian service. Many a young person faced initial discouragement and failure, 
but later became a mighty man or woman for God. Many times we learn humility through 
humiliations. God often takes those who have failed greatly and moulds them into profitable 
trophies of grace. 

Failure does not have to be the final end point in a man’s life. God does not overlook it, 
but we can learn from it. Simon Peter had to repent in bitter tears for denying the Lord but he 
emerged a greater instrument in God’s service at Pentecost. John Mark could not erase the tape 
of his early failure in forsaking Paul but he could learn and grow from it. He could have retired 
from the ministry or have been bitter with Paul for humiliating him. Instead, he showed his 
maturity in working to be a blessing to the great apostle. So much so that Paul wants to have him 
near him as he is “profitable to me” (2 Timothy 4:11). 

You may have failed the Lord like Moses, Peter, and John Mark at the beginning of your 
ministry. Maybe you wonder if God will ever use you again in His service. But God is the God of 
second chances. Imperfect people are excellent candidates for the grace of God. The Bible offers 
hope for those who have failed God. Our failures are never final if we begin again with God. 
Seek forgiveness and learn from it. Now, if God has forgiven you, then don’t live on the guilt of 
the past. Erwin Lutzer put it well, 

 
God is able to forget our past. Why can’t we? He throws our sins into the depths of the 
sea and puts up a sign on the shore which reads, ‘No fishing.’  

 
Your failure doesn’t have to be the final epitaph of your life. It can simply be an event of life; not 
your final destiny. God often uses broken people to accomplish great things. He is the expert at 
taking what is broken and putting it back together again. The Lord even used men like Moses, 
John Mark, and Simon Peter more after their great failures than before. That is another reason 
why we are amazed about the amazing grace of God! 
 

When through f i ery tr ia ls  thy pathways shal l  l i e ,   
My grace ,  a l l  suf f i c i ent ,  shal l  be thy supply ;   
The f lame shal l  not  hurt  thee ;  I  only des ign  
Thy dross to consume, and thy go ld to re f ine .  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. What were the good and the bad things in Moses’ life in this section? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What do we learn about the danger of self-will in this story? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What do we learn about God in this incident?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What have you learned from this chapter? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


