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Romans 5:3-11 
“God‟s Love Displayed” 

 

 We spent last week discussing the here & now benefits & blessings of our justification 

through faith in Christ. We seen the principle become personal, we have peace w/God, we have 

access through Christ by faith into this standing of grace granting us entry into the very presence 

of God. We‟re able to, “…come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 

in time of need.” Heb 4:16 & It‟s not access that allows us to gain entry, then we need to be briskly ushered out 

once we‟ve had an interview w/the Almighty, no, it‟s a standing, a staying in the presence of 

God as our loving Father, we‟re part of the family now. We‟ve been adopted as by the blood of 

Christ. & We rejoice in hope, that is the guaranteed anticipation, & the unquestionable 

expectation of the glory of God that we will both see, & take part in. All sounds great doesn‟t 

it? 

 But wait there‟s more, not only do you have peace w/God in Christ, access into this grace 

in which we stand, & a rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. We‟re also assured of the fact that 

God will be working into us & causing us to grow in Christ like character during this interim 

period whereby we await to see Him face to face. 

…Christ like character… sounds wonderful, how does that happen? Does God just wait 

till I go to sleep & then delicately sprinkle it over me like pixie dust as I dream so that I awake 

to the new morning w/greater Christ like character? You wake up, have a stretch, hear that song 

in your mind, “My I‟m feeling quite Christ like today.” It would be nice if it worked that way, 

but unfortunately that‟s not God‟s will, nor God‟s way. You see if we were to simply stop at vs 

1 & 2 of ch 5 we‟d be tempted to think that Paul had his head in the clouds, had checked out of 

reality, or knew something about life that we didn‟t because apparently there‟s never supposed 

to be any problems. But as we get to vs 3 we realize that though Paul‟s head may‟ve been in the 

clouds, his feet were firmly planted on the earth. He knew all about the hardships of reality, he 

simply had the proper perspective, I read somewhere along time ago how that some people are 

so heavenly minded, that they‟re no earthly good. But I disagree w/that thought process, I say 

you can‟t be any earthly good, until you‟re 1
st
 heavenly minded. Paul had the proper perspective, 

the eternal perspective. He was able to see beyond a present happening to its ultimate outcome to the 
glory of God. How that, “…all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose.” Rom 8:28 He told the Corinthians, “our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is 

working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 2 Cor 4:17 God will use temporal tough times to 

create Christ like character in us in the now, & work out an eternal end for your good & His glory.  

So as God is breaking you down, & building you up into the image of His Son, He has a 

very particular process by which He does that. You may hear it referred to as the “refiner‟s fire” 

or the “pruning process” & there‟s different biblical semantics or ways to say it. But ultimately 

it all points to the same thing, tough times in the here & now that God is able to use for our 

growth & His glory. & Because God has a loving agenda that makes for our eternal best interest 

by it, we glory & praise Him in it. Lets begin in vs 1 & read thru vs 4 
Vs1-4 

So we have here this divine design whereby one attribute links to the other like the links of a 

chain, one absolutely essential to the other in the progression of our Christian growth & maturity. & 

Having learned what true biblical hope is, who doesn‟t want greater resolve in that department?  
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& We understand that the hope is there whether we are able to grab hold of it or not. In 

other words we‟ll see God‟s glory, & take part in God‟s glory whether you‟re able to truly 

fathom that or not, you‟re ability to grasp it, doesn‟t in anyway alter the reality of it 

But here‟s the deal, hope, your ability to grab hold of that which is assured is the resolve 

of proven (that is tried & true) Christ like character that is made manifest in your life by reason 

of experience. Perhaps where we read “Character” your bible says, “Experience” that‟s because 

it‟s a reference to character that‟s built by reason of experience. It‟s proved, tried, & tested 

character, you‟ve been through the fire, dross has been lifted & the result is greater purity, 

Christ likeness, you‟ve been a personal witness to God‟s faithfulness over & over again 

regardless of the severity of the trial at hand. But that type of character is developed through 

perseverance, through patient continuance, & that patient continuance is developed in the arena 

of tribulation. 

 So it helps at times to look at this order in reverse, because we all desire biblical hope to 

be the rock solid resolve of our lives. But you don‟t arrive at step “D” w/out 1
st
 passing 

effectively through steps “A, B, & C.” 

 & Step “A” (my friends) is turbulence, tough times, tribulation. It‟s the word “Thlipsis” 

in the Greek, & it has the underlying meaning of being under pressure. It was used w/reference 

to the olive press that crushed the olives under its weight in order to extract the oil. Or the 

crushing of grapes to get the juice, if a piece of coal comes under enough pressure it somehow 

emerges as a diamond. & That‟s the ultimate idea here, God takes our lives (useless coal) & 

through the stresses, pressures A..K.A. “tribulation” brings us into that ultimate state of being 

the precious gem that He desires us to be. 

 Now it‟s not that we go looking for tribulation, it‟ll find you right where you are, but 

we‟re not to resist God‟s hand in it, though everything that‟s w/in my flesh rebels against it. & 

It‟s not that I really even glory about tribulation, “Yeah, a trial has found me!” But I trust God‟s 

love for me, the eternal best interest that He has in mind w/regard to me, & trust Him for the 

work that He wants to do in me. & Listen, tribulation is just apart of this life. We live in a fallen 

world. Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation;” John 16:33 Paul told us, “Yes, and all who desire to live 

godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 2 Tim 3:12 Those are promises we don‟t like to cling too tightly to, 

but they‟re every bit as real as any of the others, & the fact is that Christ suffered persecution & 

if you seek to follow Christ, it‟ll find you too. No student is above his Master, & the bible tells 

us that even Jesus learned obedience, stick-to-itiveness, perseverance through the things He 

suffered. Now tribulation comes to us all, believer, non believer, doesn‟t matter, but man I‟m 

thankful that God is able to take the trouble that comes my way & turn it to an experience that‟ll 
make for my benefit as a believer. That‟s really what we‟re seeing here, that afflictions/buffetings 

will snowball into benefits for the believer, perseverance, to character, to hope. & So the paradox 

comes into view; because God wants to bless your life, He allows affliction, tribulation to come into your life. 

 & As He shows Himself faithful to you, carries you through the tough time before you, 

you‟re built up in perseverance, patience, endurance. Perhaps you‟ve heard before that the 

Christian life isn‟t a sprint, it‟s a marathon, & there‟s no runner who can go from having never 

ran to completing a marathon over night. But rather they subject their bodies to a certain 

amount of calculated stress, measured out incrementally in order to gain endurance. & Over 

time they‟re able to endure more & more until ultimately they‟re able to cross the finish line of 

the marathon, or the triathlon or whatever the case may be. 
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 So to w/the Christian life, the bible promises that God will never allow more to enter 

into the equation of your life than what you‟re able to w/stand. The amount of tribulation is 

incrementally measured, carefully calculated so as to produce the greatest strides in your life 

towards the end goal. Now sometimes we have a hard time seeing that, it‟s like being in the 

gym (a place that you can tell I visit often) but when you‟re doing reps only until you‟re 

beginning to get tired it‟s not doing a whole lot for you. But if you have that trainer there who‟s 

watching out over you, giving proper support to you, they‟re able to help you past the point of 

what you thought possible. & It‟s not until I‟m at the end of me that muscle begins to tear, that 

mass begins to build, & a good trainer knows how far to take you & how quickly you can get 

there & is there to help you get beyond what you‟re even able to see as possible yourself. 

Sometimes we think God is allowing more to be dished out into our lives than what we can 

take, but He‟s a good trainer, knows exactly what you can take & will give you no more. 

 Now granted there are times that we add more on ourselves, but we can‟t blame God for 

getting ourselves into a mess. But outside of that we‟re to trust in the Lord w/all our heart, & 

lean not on our own understanding. God is building perseverance, patience in your life. 
Remember these vs, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of 

your faith produces patience.” James 1:2-3 Every now & then you‟ll run into that person who says, “I quit praying 

for patience because I learned that you‟re just asking for trials.” But listen, as I said we don‟t go 

looking for trials, but to not seek for patience, for perseverance or endurance is to in reality 

resist the will of God for your life. How much better to say, “God I know you love me, I trust 

your loving care for me, & so whatever You need to do to have Your perfect will, & perfect 

way in me, so be it.” & You submit yourself to the tender touch of God in your life, even if it be 

through the refining fire of tribulation that you might become more like Jesus. 

 Now there‟s a catch, you have to submit yourself to God‟s hand in it, we spoke 

Wednesday evening of the fact that you can make it through a trial & come out on the other side 

bitter as opposed to better. What‟s the difference? There‟s only 1 letter that separates those 2 

words, “I” is the only thing that makes the difference between bitter or better. You have to get 

out of the way, & let God have His way in your life. We need to decrease, that He might 

increase.  

Let patience have its perfect work, creating that Christ like character, we spoke of that 

already, it‟s that proven character, that‟s learned to trust the Lord & exemplifies that trust, the 

dross has been lifted, refined in the fire. & From there, that character spills over into hope, 

God‟s faithfulness isn‟t a guessing game for this person, “Maybe He‟ll come through, maybe 

He won‟t, I haven‟t fully learned to trust Him.” No, it‟s a resolve of hope, the absolute 

assurance in both the Person, & the promises of God & His Word.  
& Where did it all begin? Tribulation, it‟s the Latin word, “Tribulum.” In Paul‟s day the 

tribulum was a heavy piece of timber w/spikes in it used for the threshing of grain, & as the 

tribulum was drawn over the grain it separated the wheat from the chaff. & So we might understand 

it like this; Tribulation is God‟s divinely appointed instrument drawn over our lives separating the 

wheat from the chaff. (look at vs 5) 
Vs5 
 See there Paul dips just a bit into the characteristic of hope, “Hope does not disappoint.” There‟s no 

doubt in it, it‟s not, “Hope, might not disappoint,” it does not disappoint. Why? “Because” or even “since,” 

Hope doesn‟t disappoint since the love of God has been poured out into our hearts. Let me try & give it to you 

in another way, “Christian hope is set on the unshakable foundation of God‟s love.”  
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 Not only His love for you, but His intentions towards you are proved or guaranteed by 

the fact that He pours His love into you. & Who is the agent through whom He pours His love 

into your heart? The person of the Holy Spirit, & I want you to notice that He doesn‟t trickle 

His love in little mercy drops here & there into your heart, but rather it‟s poured out into our 

hearts, literally it gushes into & is to overflow out through our lives spilling into the lives of 
others. Remember when Jesus said, “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.” John 7:38 Torrents of living water gushing forth, well in order for torrents to come flowing 

forth, torrents need to be flowing in, if it ain‟t flowing in, it won‟t be flowing out. The bible tells us that the fruit 

of the Spirit is what? “Love.” & God wants you to be well aware of & intimately acquainted 

with His love, & if you‟re lacking that awareness of the love of God in your life, it might be due 

to a failure to be being filled w/the Holy Spirit.  
 Paul told the Eph, “…do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” Eph 

5:18 & That phrase “Be filled” is in the perfect tense meaning, “Be being continually filled w/the Spirit.” But 

often times people shy away from allowing the Holy Spirit to fill them to the overflow because 

they‟re afraid that the Holy Spirit will overtake them & make them do strange & embarrassing 

things that they saw someone else do somewhere in some setting. But odds are anything that 

you seen that was embarrassing or weird, wasn‟t the Holy Spirit, because the Spirit of God is 1
st
 

Holy not strange or irreverent. Often times people will go off on an emotional tangent & then 

seek to justify it by attributing that to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, but the bible is clear that 

we serve a descent & orderly God. God wants you to know that you can trust Him, He‟s never 

done anything to give you even an inkling of a clue otherwise so why would it be any different 

when it comes to giving full place to the person of the Holy Spirit in your life. He‟s there, when 

you give your heart to Christ, the Holy Spirit comes into you, but we don‟t always all of 

ourselves to Him. & Seeing as how the spirit of the prophet is subject to the prophet, in other 

words the Holy Spirit won‟t override you & take control of you like a demonic spirit would, but 

rather He‟ll wait on you, wants to pour torrents of God‟s love into you, than do yourself a favor. 

Surrender to the fullness of what God has for you in the Person of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said if 

we being evil know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more will your heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask. Just open your heart to Him, & ask for all that God 

has for you by Him. Let Him flood you w/the love of Christ that passes knowledge, that type of 

love that we just don‟t understand, that self sacrificing, life giving love of Jesus, that‟s the type 

of love we‟re talking about. 
Vs6-8 

 That‟s the love of God on display in a tangible way in the highest expression that could 

possibly be offered. God proved His love for you, & for me, in that while we were still sinners, 

still ungodly & uncaring for Him, Christ died for us. 

 Vs 6 says that when we were still w/out strength, that is unable to do anything in & of 

ourselves regarding our sinful state, Christ died for the ungodly. Who are the ungodly? Well 

Paul has spent nearly 3 ch‟s so far explaining to us that we all are apart from Christ. If God is 

not in your life through Christ, you‟re ungodly, you know what that expresses? That God‟s love 

for us is a love that‟s based entirely in Him, & has no foundation in us, there‟s no reason in you, or 

in me that beckons out to give God a reason to love me, I don‟t deserve His love, He just loves me. 

In me, that is in my flesh there‟s no good thing, but Christ laid down His life (praise God) for the 

ungodly. & When did He do it, “in due time,” or in the fullness of time as Paul told the Galatians.  
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 When everything was just right, when the time was ripe, & things were perfect 

historically, geographically, politically, economically, linguistically, philosophically, & 

spiritually for the coming of Jesus & the propulsion of the gospel, God sent forth His Son to die 

for the sin of the world. God has perfect timing, when did He die for us? When we needed Him 

to, we were sinners in need of a Savior & His timing was perfect to come & rescue us in our 

lost/ungodly position.  

 Christ died for the ungodly, that word “for” carries the idea of, “On the behalf of,” or “for 

the sake of,” or “instead of,” the bible is very clear that Jesus took upon Himself the penalty that 

we deserve. He became sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him, He 

was separated from the Father that we might be forever w/Him, dying that we might have life. 

Ungodly though we may be, & that‟s the amazing thing about His love, look at vs 7. 
Vs 7-8 

 See the contrast, you might every now & then in the chronicles of history find someone 

who has given their lives for a person whom they believed to be spearheading a great cause, or 

someone they believed to be a better influence in the world than themselves. But in contrast to 

that God demonstrates His love in that Jesus died for those who were His enemies, those who 

were sinners, those hated Him, wagged their heads & shot out the lip ridiculing Him. There they 

were nailing Him to the cross, blaspheming Him, casting lots for His garments, & what did He 
say? “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” Luke 23:34 & Here we are today, things haven‟t 

changed, people still blaspheme Him, shoot out the lip at Him, how many of us I wonder have 

even been apart of that in times past? Thank God that Jesus didn‟t say, “Well, if they ever get 

there act together & find a little more respect for Me, then I‟ll consider dying for them.” We‟d 

be in for an eternity of hurt, God demonstrated, displayed His love for us, in dying for us when 

we were in no way open to, or at all interested in Him. The bible tells us that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to Himself. & If Christ died for the ungodly, than that leaves the ungodly 

no excuse in not coming to Him, it doesn‟t say that Christ died for all the ungodly except those 

who are really really ungodly. You‟re either ungodly or you‟re not, & if you‟re ungodly, Christ 

died for you. 

 Nor is there any greater proof that He could offer as a display of His love for you, He 

could surely provide additional proof if He chose to, but no greater proof. Every now & then 

we get in this emotional quandary where we begin to doubt God‟s love, or want Him to prove 

His love, the Holy Spirit will always seek to point us back to the cross. He laid down His life in 

place of you, what more could He do to prove His love for you, whenever you begin to doubt 

God‟s love, may you be quickened to consider soberly the cross. What the sinless Son of God 

suffered in your stead, in my stead. 
Vs9-11 

 Now we‟ll consider this for just a minute here but the general gist is this; if God has done 

all this through the death of Christ, how much more through the resurrection life of Christ? You 

see if in the death of Christ God did away w/the sin issue, than much more (now we love the “much 

more” phrases of the scripture, encourage you tune in to those as you run across them) now that you‟re justified 

by His blood will we be saved from the wrath to come. & There‟s a couple of varying 

perspectives on which aspect of the wrath of God this is in reference to. Is it the outpouring of 

His wrath on planet earth during the 7yr tribulation period whereby the wrath of God is being 

poured out on a Christ rejecting world?  
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 Or is it a reference to the wrath of God in the ultimate sense of those who‟s names aren‟t 

found written in the Lamb‟s book of Life will be cast in the lake of fire where the smoke of 

their torment ascends day & night forever? Hey, it doesn‟t matter to me which angle you want 

to take because the bottom line is that this includes both. The bible is clear that as believers 

we‟ve not been appointed to wrath but to obtain salvation through our Lord J.C. (1
st
 Thess 5:9). 

 Because you see if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death 

of His Son much more we shall be saved by His life. Again His resurrection life, as perfect & 

holy & sinless as was His life on the preside of the cross, that life couldn‟t save you. The bible 

is clear that we have peace w/God through the blood of His cross. But the idea here is that if 

God did all that for you as His enemy, how much more is He going to do for you as His friend, 

or in reality, His son or daughter in Christ? If when you were sinning w/out regard for Him, He 

reconciled you to Himself, how much more when you‟re trying to do right, seeking to lead a life 

led in the Spirit, pleasing to Him, is He going to forgive you, save you & spare you from His 

wrath.  

What a refreshing relief to be reminded of this morning. Because the enemy wants you to 

fall under the heavy hand of condemnation, you blow life & he‟s all over you, condemning you. 

“You may as well give up, you think God would forgive you after what you did, what you said? 

You‟re a hypocrite, you know you can‟t do this whole „Christian‟ thing, why don‟t you just 

throw in the towel & walk away? Because you know as well as I do that you‟re unworthy!” But 

here‟s the news flash, you & I were never worthy in the 1
st
 place, that‟s why Jesus came. If we 

were worthy Jesus wouldn‟t have come. But if He died for you & was willing to forgive you 

when you were living in blatant disregard for Him, how much more now that you have a heart 

& a conscience that‟s tender towards Him, & mindful of Him is He willing to forgive, & restore 

& renew you in your time of need? So we rejoice in God through our Lord J.C. through whom 

we have now received the reconciliation.  

 

 

 

& If you haven‟t received the reconciliation, if you‟ve never given your life to Christ, haven‟t 

been reconciled to God through faith in Jesus, the shedding of His blood, than receive it today, 

today is the day of salvation. If you‟re hearing His voice don‟t harden your heart, God has gone 

to the greatest extent possible for you, even to the laying down His life in the place of you so 

that you might have everlasting life, the forgiveness of sin, being washed whiter than snow. If 

you‟ve never received Christ & today God is dealing w/you & you know God dealing w/you, 

don‟t resist Him, receive Him. 

 
Prayer Points: God we‟re so thankful for Your willingness to reconcile us to Yourself in Christ. For the 

reassurance of Your forgiveness & deliverance towards us all the more through the life of Christ. 

Having saved us through His death, how much more will You keep us by His life? Lord help us not to 

resist Your will for us, but to humbly submit ourselves before You & trust Your loving & tender touch 

upon our lives. We want our resolve in hope, but we know it starts in the hard times. God would You 

encourage anyone here now who‟s going through turbulent times? That You might pour our Your love 

in their hearts in torrents by the Holy Spirit whom You‟ve given us, thank You for the Work You‟re 

doing in us. 
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