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Why, Lord? 

Habakkuk 1:12-2:1 

 

When you stop to consider the events of this 

past week in our country, you realize how they 

have prepared us for the words of Habakkuk. He 

cried out to the Lord about violence, iniquity, 

grief, strife, contention and the turning aside of 

justice (1:2-4).  

 

Does this sound familiar?  

-- In an incident that occurred near Minneapolis, 

a black man was shot and killed by police 

officers during a routine traffic stop. The man 

was legally armed, and the race of the police 

officers is unknown at this writing (according to 

The Business Insider).i The man had been pulled 

over fifty-two times in recent years for various 

infractions of the law. His untimely death has 

created an uproar. 

 

-- A convicted felon in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

refused to comply with the orders of two 

policeman. They found that he was armed, and 

in the ensuing struggle, they shot and killed him. 

 

-- Then in “one of the premier community 

policing cities in the country,”ii Dallas, Texas, the 

unthinkable occurred last Thursday evening. 

During a peaceful protest, a respectful gathering 

of both community members and the police, a 

lone sniper killed 5 police officers, and wounded 

8 others. In an opinion piece, Washington Post 

editorial writer Eugene Robinson wrote, “The 

great irony is that Dallas is something of a 

model”iii (of respectful relations between the 

police and their community). 

 

-- The media makes its money by keeping an 

almost continual video loop of these violent 

events before the public (strategically 

interrupted by “a word from our sponsor.”) 

 

Frustration, Fear and Faith 

It is common for grief counselors to insist that 

you must go through a certain process or steps 

in grieving. The authority behind these 

processes is questionable. But Habakkuk’s 

personal struggle is laid out for us to study.  

 

Perhaps you will identify your own thinking 

here. Bear in mind that this is heavy stuff. The 

second word of the book calls it the “burden” of 

Habakkuk. Here are weighty concerns. In 

Habakkuk 3:16, he recalled that his whole body 

trembled and his voice quivered at the awful 

news for his nation. Though we call this a 

prophetic book, it is not largely given over to 

prophecy. It is not a series of messages 

preached to God’s people. It is not a book of 

predictions about the future. It is a record of a 

deep, personal struggle by God’s prophet. So 

this book presents us with a wonderful model. 

Habakkuk’s approach was a prayer to God, not a 

public protest. Habakkuk’s response is like the 

Messiah, the Servant of the Lord, in Isaiah 42:2: 

“He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice 

to be heard in the street . . .“ Through prayer, 

Habakkuk was able to unburden his heart before 

the Lord, expressing his frustrations, his fear and 

his faith. 

� The Prayer of Frustration: In Habakkuk 

1:2-4, the prophet expressed his deep 

frustration. The Lord responded to his 

frustration in 1:5-11. But God’s answer 

terrified the prophet: the brutal 

Chaldeans would invade and swallow up 

his nation! 

� The Prayer of Fear: In today’s text, 

Habakkuk 1:12-2:1, we will find that 

Habakkuk’s deep frustration gives way to 

his deepest fears. He had prayed for a 

revival in his nation; instead God told 

him about the coming removal of his 

nation! If you have read anything about 

these recent events in the news, you 

know the feeling. The smell of fear is in 

the air as people ponder just how far 

down our society will descend. Today, 
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we should still keep the words of Psalm 

9:16-17 in our hearts and minds: “The 

LORD is known by the judgment which 

He executes: The wicked is snared in the 

work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah. 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, 

and all the nations that forget God.”  

 

The Lord responded to this fear by 

showing Habakkuk that He would deal 

with the brutal Chaldean invaders – after 

He used them to chastise Israel (2:2-20). 

No wonder that Habakkuk said, “O LORD, 

I have heard thy speech, and was 

afraid:” (Habakkuk 3:2). 

 

� The Prayer of Faith: Chapter 3 is “A 

Prayer of Habakkuk” set to music. His 

conclusion (3:18-19) is “Yet I will rejoice 

in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my 

salvation. The Lord GOD is my strength . 

. .” We can trust the Lord that, in His 

good time, He will bring about the words 

of Habakkuk 2:14, “For the earth shall 

be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of the LORD, As the waters cover 

the sea.  

 

So in this message, let’s look more closely at the 

prophet’s prayer in chapter 2 when he received 

the terrifying news about the invasion of the 

Chaldeans. As we do so, we can find answers to 

some serious questions: 

- How can you face your deepest fears? 

 

- How should you respond when the God you 

know does not respond like the God you know? 

 

- How can you make a direct appeal to God 

about these recent tragic events? 

 

- What is the best way to approach God as you 

make your appeals to Him? 

 

- What should you do after you have prayed? 

 

Knowing God 

How would you appeal to God if you received 

word of His divine, destructive judgment upon 

your nation?  

 

Which of His characteristics would you appeal 

to?  

Wouldn’t you want to speak to Him of His 

mercy?  

Would not His mercy (3:2) or His patience or His 

lovingkindness be foremost in your prayers?  

 

But here is where Habakkuk began, 1:12, “Art 

thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, 

mine Holy One? we shall not die. O LORD, thou 

hast ordained them for judgment; And, O 

mighty God, thou hast established them for 

correction.” This is how you face your deepest 

fears. Habakkuk appealed to his God as the 

Eternal, Holy and Mighty One. Note the deeply 

personal reference to “my God,” and “my Holy 

One.”  

 

Across the years, you have watched a lot of 

people face their fears in deeply troubling times. 

I’ve learned a lot by watching preachers and 

theologians go through these troubles. When 

the waves of grief began to pound them and the 

waters grew deep, they found no rest in man-

centered teaching. When your wounds are 

deep, cutesy band-aids just won’t do. You want 

a new, deep, fresh appreciation for God Himself.  

This is what Habakkuk does in this passage.  

 

The message on the tombstone of our dear 

brother, Glen Gipson, reminds all of us: “The 

LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will 

I hope in Him” (Lamentations 3:24). So when 

you sense that your nation is under the 

judgment of God, it is the right time to become 

reacquainted with the Eternal, Holy and Mighty 

God. 

  

� The Eternal God 

In Psalm 90: 2-4 Moses exalted the Lord’s 

character in this way: “Before the mountains 



3 

 

were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed 

the earth and the world, Even from everlasting 

to everlasting, thou art God. Thou turnest man 

to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children 

of men. For a thousand years in thy sight are 

but as yesterday when it is past, And as a 

watch in the night. 

This psalm portrays man’s rebellion and need 

for repentance in light of God’s eternality: His 

person and His plan for all eternity. In His eyes, a 

thousand years are like your “yesterday” or a 

brief period on the night shift. In just a moment, 

we will see how Habakkuk applies this truth in 

his prayers. 

 

� The Holy God 

To say that God is “Holy” is to say that He is 

“separate” – totally separate from His creation. 

God is the Creator and everything else is the 

creation. God is the unique and perfect Spirit in 

whom all things have their source, support and 

being. The Westminster Shorter Catechism 

defines Him this way: “God is a Spirit, infinite, 

eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, 

power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.”  

The Scriptures apply God’s “Holiness” in His 

purity and righteousness – He is totally separate 

from any evil or impurity. 

 

� The Mighty God 

Perhaps someone would say that God is eternal 

and holy but not mighty. They speculate that He 

is not powerful enough to deal with the long 

arm of wicked nations. Habakkuk insisted that 

the Eternal, Holy God is the Mighty God. He 

does not merely tolerate treacherous nations; 

He actually ordains and establishes them for the 

correction of His people! (So, for instance, 

Romans 13 teaches that “the powers that be 

are ordained of God.” Since he knew God so 

well, Habakkuk prayed with passion. 

 

Four Passionate Prayer Requests 

Let us make our passionate prayer for God’s 

glory, even as He punishes our rebellious 

nation. 12 

It is clear from verse 12 that Habakkuk was 

passionate about the glory of God. In verse 12, 

he implicitly accepted the punishment of his 

nation. He understood that his country needed 

to be corrected.  

 

Let us make our passionate prayer for God’s 

glory  – especially as it relates to allowing 

wicked men to prosper. 13-15 

 

Habakkuk prayed, “Thou art of purer eyes than 

to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: 

wherefore [why] lookest thou upon them that 

deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue 

when the wicked devoureth the man that is 

more righteous than he? And makest men as 

the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, 

that have no ruler over them? They take up all 

of them with the angle, they catch them in 

their net, and gather them in their drag: 

Therefore they rejoice and are glad.” 

Habakkuk understood the nation’s correction, 

but he wrestled with the nation’s destruction 

(“swallowing up” or “devouring”).  He was 

especially troubled by how and why the Holy 

God would use a wicked weapon against His 

people. So, how should you respond when the 

God you know does not respond like the God 

you know?  

 

We have to be careful here, because God did 

not explain His answer to Habakkuk in detail. 

But for a moment, let’s wrestle with Habakkuk’s 

questions:  

How could the Lord use the wicked Chaldeans to 

chastise the “more righteous” nation of Israel 

(Judah)? Were the Chaldeans more vicious when 

compared to the less violent Israelites? Yes, in 

men’s eyes, the Jews probably looked kind next 

to the brutal Chaldeans. Perhaps you might look 

at our country the same way. After all, we are 

not as wicked as the North Koreans or Iranians, 

right? But bear in mind what the great 

difference is. In this great land of ours, the Word 

of God has had free course (2 Thessalonians 

3:1). The Israelites had received the great light 
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of God’s Word, which made them more 

accountable to God. So we must look at 

rebellion as it relates to God’s revelation.  

 

This is why the Lord Jesus denounced Chorazin, 

Bethsaida, and Capernaum in Matthew 11:20-

24. In fact, He said that it would be more 

tolerable for the land of Sodom on the 

Judgment Day than it would be for those 

Galilean cities! Why? They had seen the mighty 

works of God and had refused to repent of their 

wickedness. So, we have to view rebellion 

against God’s revelation as greater 

unrighteousness against God.  

 

May God grant repentance to America! Why 

don’t you and I as believers gain a new, fresh 

acquaintance with God’s special revelation – the 

Word of God. There are 1189 chapters in the 

Scriptures. If you read 3 chapters in the morning 

and 3 chapters in the evening, you could read 

them all before the end of this year. Why not 

use God’s Word to cry out for revival in our 

country, rather than the removal of our 

country? 

 

Habakkuk was well acquainted with the current 

events of his day. It is right and good that we 

should keep up with the news in order to know 

how to make our appeals to God. He knew that 

the invading Chaldeans were treating people the 

way fishermen treat fish. Whether with the 

hook (the “angle”), net or dragnet, they had not 

treated human beings as those made in the 

image of God. Historical accounts tell us that 

they really did put a hook in the tender lips of 

their captives – and strung them together as 

they led them away. Those of us who are 

“anglers” know how to catch fish with a hook or 

net. The dragnet is a very large long net with 

floats on the top and weights on the bottom. 

This was used to surround a large school of fish 

near the shore and then pull them ashore 

suddenly and violently. 

 

We ought to pause here to consider Habakkuk’s 

question: WHY? (or “wherefore” in verse 13).  

 

Why, Lord? In the overarching plan of God, why 

must it be this way? Why do believers seem to 

be forsaken by God – and subjected to the 

violence of wicked men? Remember Matthew 

27:46? May I remind you of the wondrous grace 

of God? In the central event of human history, 

God’s wrath and mercy were on full display – at 

the same time. Violent men pierced our Lord 

Jesus Christ with far more than hooks. “But He 

was wounded for our transgressions. He was 

bruised for our iniquities” (Isaiah 53:5). On the 

cross, we see God’s wrath against sin and His 

mercy for mankind – at the same time! And 

what did our precious Lord cry out from that 

cross of agony? “My God, my God, why hast 

thou forsaken me?” 

 

Never forget that there was a breach in the 

fellowship within the Godhead for those hours, 

in order that you might enter into fellowship 

with God, in joy that is full and free (1 John 1:1-

4). Jesus our Lord and God was briefly forsaken 

by God the Father at the crossroad of the cross 

when Jesus became sin for us. This is why we 

can call upon Him as “the God of our salvation” 

(Habakkuk 3:18). Only the Messiah can bring 

forth “beauty for ashes” (Isaiah 61:1-4) out of 

all this mess. 

 

But why would God use people like the brutal 

Chaldeans to treat people like fish in their nets? 

Please read Matthew 13:47-50 this week. This 

parable sheds light on God’s larger plan – also 

using the illustration of a dragnet that is cast 

into the sea. But here we learn that this is God’s 

kingdom plan, His way of gathering men to 

eternal rewards or eternal judgment.  

 

So we see an intensely personal application 

here. Do you trust God? Is your faith in the God 

of salvation alone? Habakkuk 2:4 reminds us 

that “the just shall live by his faith.” Even when 
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men treat men like fish in a dragnet, we can 

trust God’s overarching plan. 

But Habakkuk notes that God was planning to 

use the devotees of a false religion! What did 

that say about the glory of the covenant-

keeping God? Read verses 16-17. 

 

Let us make our passionate prayer for God’s 

glory – especially as it relates to overturning 

false religion. 16-17 

 

Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and 

burn incense unto their drag; Because by them 

their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous. 

Shall they therefore empty their net, And not 

spare continually to slay the nations?  

As I appealed to you in the last message, make 

this your prayer. When you see violent men 

proudly parading their allegiance to a false god, 

pray the Habakkuk prayer. Make your 

i http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-stopped-52-times-by-

police-was-it-racial-profiling-2016-7 
ii https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-

shootings-in-dallas-baton-rouge-and-minnesota-are-

passionate prayer for God’s glory – especially as 

it relates to overturning false religions. And after 

you have prayed, what should you do? Read 

Habakkuk 2:1. 

 

Let us make our passionate prayer for God’s 

glory with the understanding that we will wait 

upon Him to change our thinking about His 

dealings with our nation. 2:1 

 

I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon 

the tower, and will watch to see what he will 

say unto me, and what I shall answer when I 

am reproved. 

Wait on the Lord to change your perspective. 

Habakkuk did, and you can too. Wait, I say wait 

on the Lord (Psalm 27:14). 

 

Pastor Gordon Dickson, Calvary Baptist 

Church, Findlay,Ohio 

tragedies-beyond-color/2016/07/08/15701910-4547-11e6-

88d0-6adee48be8bc_story.html 
iii Ibid. 

                                                 


