
 1 

God Given Passion for the Body of Christ 

Colossians 1:24-2:5 

September 7, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon: When God’s Love Gets 

in You? 
1 John 4:18 (HCSB)  

There is no fear in love; instead, perfect love drives 

out fear… 

 

B. Paul’s Answer to Wavering Faith 
1. Giving Thanks for Faith & Love 
2. Prayer for More Faith & Love 
3. All Fullness is Found in Jesus…Peace… 

Colossians 1:21-23 
21

 And you then, formerly being alienated and hostile 

in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22

 but now he has 

reconciled in his body of flesh through his death, to 

present you holy and blameless (undefiled, without 

blemish) and above reproach before him,  
23

 if indeed you continue in the faith, having been 

grounded and steadfast, and not shifting from the 

hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 

proclaimed in all creation under heaven, which I, 

Paul, became a minister. 

Key Idea 

Paul communicates his God given passion which 

causes him to rejoice in his sufferings and to toil 

diligently to see Christ fully formed in the Corinthians 

by means of the gospel. 

C. Gospel Ministry Tools 
2 Peter 1:3 (My paraphrase) 
God by His own power has given us everything we 

need for life and godliness through the knowing 

Him…  
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II. The Centrality of Gospel Service 

A. Suffering for the Sake of Christ’s Body 

Colossians 1:24-26 
24

 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and 

in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 

Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, 

the church, 
25

 of which I became a servant according 

to the stewardship from God that was given to me for 

you, to make the word of God fully known, (lit. to fill 

you with the word of God) 
26

 the mystery that had 

been hidden for ages and for generations but now has 

been made clear to his saints.  

 
What is lacking, then, needing to be “filled up,” are the 
tribulations that are inevitable and necessary as God’s kingdom 
faces the opposition of the “dominion of darkness” (cf. v. 13). As 
members of Christ’s own body, his people participate in the 
sufferings of Christ himself. 1 (Cf. Paul’s Special Role Acts 9:16) 

 

2 Corinthians 1:5–6 
5
 For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so 

through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 
6
 

If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and 

salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your 

comfort, which you experience when you patiently 

endure the same sufferings that we suffer.  

 

Acts 14:21b–22 

…[Paul & Barnabas] returned to Lystra and to 

Iconium and to Antioch, 
22

 strengthening the souls of 

the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 

faith, and saying that through many tribulations we 

must enter the kingdom of God.  

 

                                                 
1
 Moo, Douglas J. (2008-08-25). The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon 

(Pillar New Testament Commentary) (Kindle Locations 2836-2838). Eerdmans 

Publishing Co - A. Kindle Edition. 
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B.  God Made Christ Known to His Saints 

Colossians 1:27 
27

 To whom God willed to make known how great 

are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope (certain 

promise) of glory. 

 

C. Christ Working in Paul…So that Christ 
Would be Full Grown in Everyone 

Colossians 1:28-29 
28

 Who we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 

everyone mature (full-grown, complete) in Christ 

[Jesus - Majority Text]. 
29

 For this also I toil, struggling 

with all his energy that he works in me in power. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:10 
10

 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 

grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 

worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, 

but the grace of God that is with me.  

 

III. Personal Application to the Colossian 
Christians 
A. Struggling for them Personally 

Colossians 2:1-3 
1
 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have 

for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who 

have not seen me face to face, 
2
 in order that their 

hearts may be encouraged (comforted), being knit 

together in love, and into all the riches of full 

assurance of understanding into the knowledge of the 

mystery of God the Father and of the Christ, [Majority 

Text] 
3
 in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge hidden. 

 

B. True Faith Protects against False Faith 



 4 

Colossians 2:4-5 
4
 But this I say in order that no one may delude you 

with plausible arguments. (persuasive speech) 
5
 For 

though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in 

spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the 

firmness of your faith in Christ. 

 

IV. Application: Imitating Paul 
1 Corinthians 10:33–11:1 

…I try to please everyone in everything I do, not 

seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that 

they may be saved. 
1
 Be imitators of me, as I am of 

Christ.  

A. He is Given a Passion for the Church 
1. It is Christ’s body (Evangelism, Discipleship) 

2. A stewardship given by God (Matt. 20:25–28 – great in Kingdom)  
Matthew 9:37–38 
37

 [Jesus] said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
38

 therefore pray 

earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest.” 

 

B. He Knows the Centrality of Gospel Growth 
1. Duty to learn the Word 
2. One Another with the Word 
3. Seek for His lost disciples 
4. Pray for Christ to be formed in us… 

 

Key Idea 

May God give us His passion causing us to rejoice in 

our opportunities to suffer for Him and to toil 

diligently to see Christ fully formed in all His people 

by means of the gospel. 

 


