
Changed into His image!
II Corinthians 3:1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? 

or need we, as some others, epistles of 

commendation to you, or letters of commendation 

from you? 2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known 

and read of all men: 3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly 

declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 

written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; 

not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 4 

And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 5 Not that 

we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of 

ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6 Who also hath 

made us able ministers of the new testament; not 

of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the 

spirit giveth life. 7 But if the ministration of death, 
written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 

children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses 

for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done 

away: 8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit 

be rather glorious? 9 For if the ministration of 
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condemnation be glory, much more doth the 

ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 

10 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this 

respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. 11 For if that 

which is done away was glorious, much more that which 

remaineth is glorious. 12 Seeing then that we have such 

hope, we use great plainness of speech: 13 And not as 

Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel 

could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day 

remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the 

old testament; which vail is done away in 

Christ. 15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the 

vail is upon their heart. 16 Nevertheless when it shall turn 

to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 17 Now the Lord is 

that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

liberty. 18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 

the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
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• The Corinthians were living letters or epistles of the grace of 

God

• People everywhere could see them and know what God and 

His grace could and would do in the life of a person

• Has God done a work of grace in your life

• Did you know that people everywhere learn more about God 

and the Bible from your life than they do the actual Bible

• You are the only Bible most people will ever read

• Do you portray God’s grace in a God honoring way?

• Are you living by the Spirit and grace or the flesh and works?

• Do you determine how good a Christian you are by what you 

do or who you are in Christ?

• Is your Christianity more externally based than internally 

focused?

1. Letters of commendation 3:1 Do we begin again to 

commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, 

epistles of commendation to you, or letters of 

commendation from you?
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a. These letters of commendation would be similar to a 

letter of introduction. Letter from someone that you know 

guaranteeing the person you were meeting

b. Evidently Paul’s critics, the Judaizers, the legalists were 

saying that they had letters of commendation or letters 

from the apostles or the church in Jerusalem

c. There was a great struggle going on in the Christian world 

just like today between those that preach the gospel of 

grace and those that preach the gospel of works

i. They said that getting saved was due to faith plus 

works or keeping the law Acts 15:1 And certain men 

which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, 

and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner 

of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 2 When therefore Paul 

and Barnabas had no small dissension and 

disputation with them, they determined that Paul and 

Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to 

Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this 

question. 

ii. This was really legalism or the gospel of legalism

                                        ! Changed into His image! II Corinthians, Vision Baptist Church, September 8, 2012                              ! 4 of 15



1. Legalism is very popular because it gives you a goal 

to shoot for

2. Legalism is popular because you can measure 

yourself and compare yourself to others

iii. Paul said the following about these legalist

1. They were corrupting the Word of God 2:17 For we 

are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but 

as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God 

speak we in Christ. 

2. They handled the Word of God deceitfully 4:2 But 

have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not 

walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 

deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth 

commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in 

the sight of God. 

3. They were preaching another gospel Galatians 1:6 I 

marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that 

called you into the grace of Christ unto another 

gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some 

that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, 

preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
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we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 

As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 

preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 

received, let him be accursed. 

d. Paul doesn’t need a letter because it was clear that God 

had done a work of grace in them and they knew it

e. They were written in Paul’s heart and everyone that saw 

them knew by their testimony that God had done 

something 2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, 

known and read of all men: 3 Forasmuch as ye are 

manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ 

ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the 

Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in 

fleshy tables of the heart.

2. They were a clear letter of grace and the gospel 3 

Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the 

epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, 

but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of 

stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.

a. What happened in their lives was the letter of 

commendation that they needed
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b. This letter was written with ink but the Spirit of God 

confirmed the truth in their hearts

c. What they had didn't come from God’s commandments 

written on stone but what God had written and done in 

their hearts

d. It was manifest or clear that God had done a work

e. They could trust Paul and know who he was because of 

the work God had done in them through the ministry of 

Paul

f. Paul was confident of this truth not because of them or 

himself but what Christ had done 4 And such trust have 

we through Christ to God-ward: 5 Not that we are 

sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; 

but our sufficiency is of God;

3. The letter of condemnation 6 Who also hath made us able 

ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, 

but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 

life. 7 But if the ministration of death, written 

and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children 

of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for 
                                        ! Changed into His image! II Corinthians, Vision Baptist Church, September 8, 2012                              ! 7 of 15



the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done 

away:

a. Paul was a minister of the new testament, grace, not the 

old testament

b. God had given Paul the ability to teach and preach the 

gospel and the new testament

c. The law, the old testament, are ministers of death. They 

are to show us our need for the Savior 

i. The law was made and given for the lost man not the 

saved man I Timothy 1:7 Desiring to be teachers of 

the law; understanding neither what they say, nor 

whereof they affirm. 8 But we know that the law is 

good, if a man use it lawfully; 9 Knowing 

this, that the law is not made for a 

righteous man, but for the lawless and 

disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for 

unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 

murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 For 

whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with 

mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured 

                                        ! Changed into His image! II Corinthians, Vision Baptist Church, September 8, 2012                              ! 8 of 15



persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary 

to sound doctrine; 11 According to the glorious gospel 

of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

ii. The law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ and 

His grace Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our 

schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 

be justified by faith. 25 But after that faith is come, we 

are no longer under a schoolmaster. 

d. The law correctly used kills us. It shows us that we can’t 

and that we aren’t

e. The law prepares us and makes us willing to accept the 

grace of God

f. Notice that the glory of the law was going to be 

overshadowed 7 But if the ministration of 

death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, 

so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold 

the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; 

which glory was to be done away:
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4. No comparison between the law and grace 8 How shall not 

the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 

9 For if the ministration of condemnation be 

glory, much more doth the ministration of 

righteousness exceed in glory. 10 For even that 

which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by 

reason of the glory that excelleth. 11 For if that which is 

done away was glorious, much more that which 

remaineth is glorious.

a. You cannot mix law and grace. They are like oil and water 

Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 

otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, 

then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

b. When Christians, who are saved by grace, try to live by 

the law it brings death. Warren Wiersbe said A legalistic 

ministry brings death. Preachers who major on rules and 

regulations keep their congregations under a dark cloud 

of guilt, and this kills their joy, power, and effective 

witness for Christ. Christians who are constantly 

measuring each other, comparing “results,” and 
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competing with each other, soon discover that they are 

depending on the flesh and not the power of the Spirit. 

There never was a standard that could transform a 

person’s life, and that includes the Ten Commandments. 

Only the grace of God, ministered by the Spirit of God, 

can transform lost sinners into living epistles that glorify 

Jesus Christ.

c. Paul compares the ministry of the Spirit and that of 

condemnation 

i. Condemnation brought us to see our need of salvation

ii. Condemnation humbled us to see our lost condition

iii. The Spirit took us to Jesus and the grace of God

d. The law had its place but now we look to the work that 

the Holy Spirit does in our hearts and lives

e. It is not that we do not need the old testament, we do, 

but that the law showed man his need for the new 

testament

f. It is not that we do not study the written Word or have 

some spiritual new advice but that we see that what we 

could do would never do but what He did stands forever
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5. The Spirit and God’s grace change us 12 Seeing then that 

we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: 

13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that 

the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of 

that which is abolished: 14 But their minds were 

blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken 

away in the reading of the old testament; which vail 

is done away in Christ. 15 But even unto this 

day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 16 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be 

taken away. 17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where 

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, 

with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 

are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 

even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

a. The law doesn’t save but gets me to the point that I can 

be saved Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not 

justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 

Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that 

we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
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works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no 

flesh be justified. 

b. If the law brought salvation then there would be no need 

for Jesus to die Galatians 2:21 I do not frustrate the 

grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then 

Christ is dead in vain. 

c. The law simply serves as a mirror to make you see your 

need James 1:22-25 But be ye doers of the word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23 For if any be 

a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 

man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24  For he 

beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and 

straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 

was. 

d. The only way you can understand the old testament is to 

see Jesus which the Jews and legalists were unable to do 

e. The Spirit gives liberty not laws and rules

i. We serve because we want to

ii. We enjoy doing right because we have new natures

iii. We are not who we were before we were saved

iv. There is now in us a hunger and desire to do what 

pleases God
                                        ! Changed into His image! II Corinthians, Vision Baptist Church, September 8, 2012                            ! 13 of 15



f. The law couldn’t change us and we couldn’t change 

ourselves but Jesus and the grace of God can and does 

change us

g. He works in us and is changing us to be like Him

i. He uses our circumstances Romans 8:28 And we know 

that all things work together for good to them that love 

God, to them who are the called according to his 

purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did 

predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 

brethren. 

ii. He will finish what He started Philippians 1:6 Being 

confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 

good work in you will perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ: 

iii. He is working mightily in us Colossians 1:29 Whereunto 

I also labour, striving according to his working, which 

worketh in me mightily. 

iv. He works effectively in us Ephesians 3:7 Whereof I was 

made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of 

God given unto me by the effectual working of his 

power. 
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v. It is His mighty power Ephesians 1:19 And what is the 

exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 

believe, according to the working of his mighty 

power, 

h. Is He living and working in you or are you struggling to 

live the Christian life?

i. Are you or are you trying to be a Christian?
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