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Love That Lasts

1 Peter 1:22-2:3

The enduring Word of God makes the difference in our love for 

one another - it gives us a love that lasts.

In 1:22-25 God’s Word is  the seed by which we experience 

spiritual  birth.  In  2:1-3  God’s  Word  is  the  milk  by  which  we 

experience spiritual growth.

In 1:22-25 it is the nature of God’s Word that creates love. In 

2:1-3 it is the nurture of God’s Word that cultivates love.

I. _______________ one another with a pure heart (1:22-23)

A. Having purified your souls in obeying ___________ (22)

B. Having been born again through _____________ (23-25)

II. _____________ for the pure milk of the Word (2:1-3)

A. Lay aside _______________.

B. Lay aside _______________.

C. Lay aside _______________.

D. Lay aside _______________.

E. Lay aside _______________. 

As the seed of God’s Word has birthed us (1:22-25), so the milk 

of  God’s  Word  will  grow  us  (2:1-3).  Accompanying  Peter’s 

explanation of our birth, he commands us to love one another 

(1:22-25). Accompanying Peter’s explanation of our growth, he 

commands us to lay aside the things that betray our love for 

one another (2:1-3).

Lay aside all that is inconsistent with that [new birth] character. 

Newborn  children  have  no  malice;  they  have  no  guile  or 

craftiness;  they  have  no  hypocrisies,  nor  envies,  nor  evil 

speakings. They are clear from all these evils; would to God we 

were as clear as they are! It would be better to be infants, not 

speaking  at  all,  than  to  be  among  those  who  speak  evil.  It 

would  be  better  to  begin  life  over  again  than  to  live  long 

enough to have gained a treasure of  malice,  and a hoard of 

cunning, and to have learned the tricks of hypocrisy.

Let us be as simple as little children, as guileless, as harmless, 

as free from anything like unkindness as newborn babes are. 

And inasmuch as we are to follow them in what they have not, 

let  us  also  imitate  them  in  what  they  have.  Let  us  desire 

ardently,  as  for  our  very  life,  the  unadulterated  milk  of  the 

Word. Let us cultivate that combination of hunger and thirst 

which is found in a little child, that we may hunger and thirst 

thus  after  God’s  Word.  We  have  done  more  than  taste  the 

Word; we have tasted that the Lord himself is gracious. Let us 

long to feast more and more upon this divine food, that we 

may grow thereby.

- Charles Spurgeon


