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 Was Blind But Now I See  
John 9:1-38 

BI: God’s is at work in the world transforming sinners into joyful worshipers of His 
Son, Jesus Christ. Will you worship Him? 	

Read John 9:1-38	

Introduction:  	

      The challenge for me this morning is that the passage before us is 41 verses long but 
today is Lord’s Table Sunday so I only have about 25-30 minutes to unpack it. 
Thankfully, there are several different thematic threads that tie this narrative together, so 
in the interest of time I am only going to pull on one of those threads; namely, the 
progression of growing faith in the man born blind. 
      To give you some context here, in these verses Jesus is intentionally driving a wedge 
into the minds and hearts of the residents of Jerusalem, a wedge between belief and 
unbelief. He simply would not permit them to remain indifferent about Him. When we 
think of Jesus healing the blind man we may not, at first blush, pick up on this dynamic, 
but this is exactly what Jesus is doing. He is intentionally creating a circumstance in 
which people will have to make a decision about what they believe Him to be. Is He a 
liar. Is He a lunatic? Or is He Lord? 
      We know this to be Jesus’ purpose because of one statement made in verse 39, and 
two similar statements made in verses 14 and 16. In verse 39 Jesus explains, “For 
judgment I came into the world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who 
see may become blind.” This statement is pregnant with meaning, controversy, and rich 
interpretive insight. But suffice it simply to note that Jesus came to divide. He came to 
divide between those who were blind but by faith would see, and those who claimed to 
see, but by unbelief were really blind. The ultimate destiny of every man comes to this: 
what will you do with this Jesus? Will you believe in Him unto eternal life, or will you 
reject Him and suffer eternal death apart from God. This is the dividing judgment Jesus 
brings.   
       The other clue that Jesus came to drive a wedge between belief and unbelief is found 
in verses 14 & 16. John tells us in verse 14,“Now it was a Sabbath on the day when Jesus 
made the clay and open his eyes.” Again, in verse 16 the Pharisees say, “This man is not 
from God because He does not keep the Sabbath.” 
     I submit to you that it was no accident that Jesus healed the man on the Sabbath. He 
did it intentionally. He did it to stir things up – to create tension and controversy so that 
people would have to talk about and ultimately decide whether or not they believed He is 
the Christ, the Son of God. This is really what is going on in John chapter nine. 
     What I want us to focus on this morning, however, is how the main character of this 
narrative (the blind man) transitioned from being a complacent beggar, to a courageous 
worshipper of Jesus Christ. 
     



Note: Jesus Initiates the Relationship:  !
1. Look back at 9:6 (read). The very first interaction between the man and Jesus is when 
Jesus spits on the ground, makes a kind of gooey mud, and rubs it on the man’s eyes. No 
greetings or introductions here. Jesus simply spits on the ground, makes mud, rubs it on 
the man’s eyes and says (7) “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” 

2.  Now I realize you may have questions about why Jesus made mud to heal him and 
why send him to that particular source of water to wash. Those are good questions, but 
what I want you to see is the reality that Jesus initiated the relationship with this man. 
That’s the way it is with everyone who becomes a joyful worshiper of Jesus Christ.  

A. He told His disciples in Luke 15:16, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and 
appointed you that you would go and bear fruit…”  

B. 1 John 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  

3. You see, beloved, grace is not about a passive God reluctantly responding to our cry for 
help. No, grace is God initiating a relationship with sinners by the shear impulse of His 
infinite love. Grace is “unmerited favor from an unobligated Giver – [it is] good news for 
the sinner, the beggar at the door of God’s mercy.”  1

4. Does it offend you to hear me suggest that you we must all come to God like beggars? 
Are you repulsed by the idea of such self-deprecating humility? But this is the only way 
ANYONE comes to know God. No one becomes a joyful worship of Jesus Christ without 
first comprehending their own spiritual bankruptcy and their need for God to initiate 
salvation on their behalf. This is what Jesus did with the blind man.  

5. Now, let’s watch what happens. The man is instantly healed of his blindness but he 
doesn’t know who healed him. He doesn’t know who Jesus is. How in the world is he 
going to become a joyful worshiper of Christ if he can’t even recognize Him when He 
sees Him? What chance is there that his infant faith with grow and mature? 

6. Now, if we had been there after the healing we would have immediately put this man 
in some kind of discipleship relationship to help him learn and grow, and of course that’s 
biblical. But in this case, God has an entirely unexpected strategy for building this man’s 
faith. It’s nothing short of ironic that the blazing crucible of irate skeptics and unbelievers 
becomes the very tool God uses to transform this man into a fearless worshiper of Jesus. 
Let’s watch as his faith grows. 

!
I. The Man Who is Called Jesus: 
1. Read v. 11 
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2. At the beginning the only thing the man knows for sure is that the One who healed him 
was a man and that people called Him Jesus. He doesn’t know anything about Jesus’ 
birth, or the OT Prophesies that He fulfilled. He apparently doesn’t know about any other 
miracles Jesus had performed or His teaching. All He knows is that Jesus is a man – a 
good man, to be sure, but a man none the less. A man that, to this point, he hasn’t even 
seen. But then, in the crucible of controversy, his faith begins to grow. 

!
II. He is a Prophet:  
1. Read v. 16-17 

2. Do you see what’s going on here? Now that controversy has erupted over the healing, 
the man starts thinking about what the miracle meant; what it said about Jesus, and his 
conclusion about Him changes. He’s not just a man. No ordinary man can heal a blind 
man. He must be like one of the OT prophets. Some of them were able to perform great 
miracles like this one. What other explanation can there be? So he tells the Pharisees 
rather emphatically, “He is a prophet.” 

3. Now his view of Jesus is beginning to grow and change. But the pressure doesn’t 
subside. It only intensifies.  

!
III. He Defends Jesus a Great Personal Risk: 
1. Read 24-25 

2. Now we begin to see that this beggar was no dummy. He had a sharp mind. He’s got 
some discernment. He is not simply going to cave into the baseless criticism that the 
religious leaders were throwing at Jesus. Rather than go with the flow, he responds with a 
very clear personal testimony: “Once I was blind, now I see.” 

3. Beloved, do you realize that one of the most powerful tools you have for evangelism is 
your personal testimony? What has Jesus done to your life? How has He changed you? 
Jesus is in the business of transforming lives and if you know Him he has done that for 
you. That’s powerful! It’s good to know theology, and we should be growing in our 
ability to communicate the gospel biblically, but your testimony of the transformative 
power of gospel upon your own life is really significant. Don’t under estimate the power 
of your testimony. Think about that, and use it in your ministry to those who need to 
know Christ. 

4. Do you see this man’s faith growing? Now he is not only convinced that Jesus is at 
least the equivalent of an OT prophet. Now he is willing to take bold personal risks to 
defend Him (Read 29-33). 

5. Let there be no mistake. This man knows what could happen to him for challenging the 
Pharisees. In v. 22 John has already told us that this man’s parents were ruled by fear that 



the Pharisees would kick them out of the community. He is now taking the risk that they 
were unwilling to take.  (Don’t be too hard on the parents). 

6. Sure enough, v. 44 tells us this is exactly what they did to him. They “put him out.” 
But now watch what happens. Verse 35, Jesus starts looking for Him. He is taking the 
initiative once again. He heard what happened to the man and He sets out to find him. 
And this is where the growth is the man’s faith is completed. 

!
IV. He Falls to the Ground and Worships:  
1. Read 35-38 

2. Beloved, this is what God is doing in the world. He is transforming sinners into 
worshippers of Jesus Christ.  

John 4:23 Jesus told the woman at the well, “The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father 
is seeking such to worship Him. 

3. What makes a person a Christian is this: We worship God in Jesus Christ.  

4. I don’t know where you are in your relationship to God right now, but I do know this: 
God will not allow us to remain indifferent about who Jesus is.  

(John Newton & Amazing Grace) 

!
5. God’s is at work in the world transforming sinners into joyful worshipers of His 
Son, Jesus Christ. Will you worship Him.  


