
 

“Doing Good” 

Galatians 6:10 

(Preached at Trinity, September 8, 2013) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. The Christians in the Galatian churches were plagued by problems, the chief being the 

corrupting influence of those who were corrupting the Gospel of Christ. Paul’s word 

regarding them—“let them be forever damned.” 

2. The influence of these false teachers were also having a corrupting influence upon other 

areas of the church.  

 It was causing division and schism as well as affecting the holiness of the church. 

Galatians 5:13-15 NAU - "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not 
turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another.  14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  15 But if you bite and devour 
one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another."  

3. Some had fallen into loose living. Paul implies they were pursuing the works of their 

sinful flesh. Paul sets up the antithesis of the works of the flesh compared with the fruit of 

the Spirit. 

Galatians 5:16 NAU - "But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the 
desire of the flesh."  

4. He gives the solemn warning: 

Galatians 6:7-8 NAU - "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, this he will also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will 
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the 
Spirit reap eternal life."  

5. Now Paul gives a word of comfort, encouragement, and exhortation. 

Galatians 6:9 NAU - "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will 
reap if we do not grow weary."  

6. It is a promise that we will reap if we press on in doing God. We will reap in “due 

time”—the proper time, in God’s time. He blesses in life and eternity. We trust in His 

timing. 

1 Peter 5:6 NAU - "Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you at the proper time,"  

7. I want us to consider this in three ways this morning. 

I. First, Paul is speaking of doing good in the context of walking in the Spirit – 

We’ll look at doing good in a general sense. 

 II. Second, we will look at the good we owe to all men 

III. Third, we will look at the particular responsibility we have for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 
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I. First, Paul is speaking of doing good in the context of walking in the Spirit  

 A. Good works are of the essence of the Christian faith 

1. The Christian presses on in good works. We are not saved by good works, 

we are saved unto good works. 

Titus 2:13-14 NAU - "looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  14 
who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, 
and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous 
for good deeds."  
Ephesians 2:10 NAU - "For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 
that we would walk in them."  

2. Samuel Rutherford (1637) – You may put a difference betwixt you and 
reprobates if you have these marks: If you prize Christ and His truth so as 

you will sell all and buy Him, and suffer for it. If the love of Christ keeps 

you back from sinning more than the law or fear of hell does. If you be 

humble, and deny your own will, wit, credit, case, honour, the world, and 

the vanity and glory of it. Your profession must not be barren and void of 

good works. 

3. Paul is simply encouraging Christians to press on in the faith 

B. We are to manifest the fruit of the Spirit with our lives – sowing to the Spirit 

rather than to the flesh 

  1. Our lives should be characterized by love, forgiveness, patience, mercy 

  2. Our lives should be characterized by service to Christ and our fellow man 

3. Paul admonishes: "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time 
we will reap if we do not grow weary."  
a. If good works are consistent with Biblical Christianity why does 

Paul have to tell us not to grow weary and lose heart?  

 (1) Because we still struggle with the flesh and remnants of sin 

(2) Because we live in a sinful world that offers little 

encouragement for doing good 

(3) Sometimes we just grow tired. You hear of pastors 

“burning out.” They get weary of the burden of caring for 

God’s sheep. But every Christian sometimes grows weary 

in the discharge of our duties. 

b. Calvin writes in his commentary (Calvin’s Commentary, Baker 

2003 – 21:179-180) –  

“We are naturally reluctant to discharge the duties of brotherly 

love, and many unpleasant occurrences arise by which the ardour 

of the best disposed persons is apt to be cooled. We meet with 

many unworthy and ungrateful persons. The vast number of 

necessitous cases overwhelms us, and the applications which 

crowd upon us from every quarter exhaust our patience. Our 

warmth is abated by the coolness of other men. In short, the world 

presents innumerable hindrances, which tend to lead us aside from 

the right path.” 
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4. Then Paul adds, "while we have opportunity" or it can read, “as we 
have opportunity.” 
a. This means as we have the opportunity we should seek to do God. 

God providentially opens opportunities for doing good each and 

every day.  

b. But we should also see this as a reminder of the brevity of life 

 “While we have opportunity”  
(1) The word for “opportunity” is kairo,j which refers to 

time. It is the same word used in the previous verse – “For 
in due time.” 

    (2) We should cease the moment.  

Hebrews 3:13 NAS - "But encourage one another 
day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest 
any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin."  
Ephesians 5:16 KJV - "Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil."  

c. There are times for sowing and then comes the harvest. This is the 

season for laboring and not failing from weariness. 

 

II. We have an obligation to do good to all men - "let us do good to all people"  
 A. Our good deeds must be consistent with the principles of Scripture 

  1. The Bible equips us 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NAU - "All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness;  17 so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work."  

  2. For example, we are not to subsidize laziness 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 NAS - "For even when we were with you, 
we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let 
him eat."  

 B. What good do we owe to all men? 

1. All human beings are created in the image of God and are of great value to 

God.  

a. Sin has greatly marred the beauty of their creation but it has not 

been annihilated.  

b. This is at the heart of the sixth commandment. We must maintain 

the value of humanity.  

c. It is also at the heart of this passage.  

Galatians 6:10 NAU - "So then, while we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people"  

  2. We owe them acts of  kindness and generosity 

   a. We should help the poor 

Proverbs 14:21 NAS - "He who despises his neighbor sins, 
But happy is he who is gracious to the poor."  
Proverbs 14:31 NAS - "He who oppresses the poor 
reproaches his Maker, But he who is gracious to the needy 
honors Him."  
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Proverbs 19:17 NAS - "He who is gracious to a poor man 
lends to the LORD, And He will repay him for his good 
deed."    

   b. Paul put love in the form of a debt we owe to all men 

Romans 13:8 - "Owe nothing to anyone except to love one 
another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law."  

   c. We are to seek peace with all men 

Romans 12:18 NAU - "If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, be at peace with all men."  

2. Jesus declared all believers to be the light of the world. We have a duty to 

live righteously before them. 

Matthew 5:14-16 NAU - "You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put 
it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who 
are in the house. 16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven."  
1 Peter 2:11-12 NAU - "Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers 
to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  12 
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the 
thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of 
your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation."  

3. We have a duty to bring them the Gospel 

Romans 1:14 NAU - "I am under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish."  

 a. The word literally refers to a debt owed 

Romans 1:14 KJV - " I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise."  

b. We are debtors because of the nature of grace. Grace does not 

make you a debtor to God but it does make you a debtor to other 

men who are in the need of grace.  

  We owe all men the Gospel 

c. If we withhold the Gospel from others we are implying that we 

were worthy to receive it – which we were not. We owe it to others 

who are unworthy because we were unworthy. 

d. The Gospel is not yours to keep, it is yours to give away. When 

you withhold the Gospel from the lost you are in essence robbing 

them of what you owe to them. 

e. We are living in the day of sowing the good seed of the Word of 

God and observing God’s harvest. The hour will come when the 

season of planting will be over. 

f. This passage gives us great hope and confidence in the Gospel. As 

we faithfully sow the good seed we have the expectation of success 

Galatians 6:9 NAU - "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for 
in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary."  
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III. Third, we will look at the particular responsibility we have for our brothers and sisters in 

Christ - "especially to those who are of the household of the faith."  
 A. We have a particular duty to do good to other Christians 

1. Luther and Calvin saw a connection between Verse 10 and Verse 6 

regarding support for ministers of the Gospel. But Paul’s meaning here is 

much larger. 

2. While all of humanity has value in the sight of God, Christians have 

infinite value. Christ died for them. He loves them with an everlasting 

love. They are the bride of Christ. 

3. Christians share a unique bond. We are all a part of the Body of Christ. 

We are intimately connected to one another. We share a common faith, a 

common hope, a common Savior. We will share eternity together. 

  4. If we love Christ we will love those united to Him. 

This includes people from around the globe. As we care for one another 

we are caring for Christ – Matthew 25:25:40 

B. We have a particular duty to those within the local church in which God has 

placed us. 

 1. This is a covenant responsibility 

  a. We must maintain love for one another 

  b. We must watch over one another.  

c. We have a duty to relieve one another in sickness and distress. The 

early church demonstrated this sacrificial regard for one another. 

Acts 2:44-45 NAU - "And all those who had believed were 
together and had all things in common;  45 and they began 
selling their property and possessions and were sharing 
them with all, as anyone might have need."  

d. We must teach one another and seek to build up one another in 

holiness 

  2. We must encourage one another to do good deeds. 

Hebrews 10:24 NAU - "and let us consider how to stimulate one 
another to love and good deeds"  
a. As Calvin said, “The world presents innumerable hindrances, 

which tend to lead us aside from the right path.” 

b. Obstacles often cause men to lose their focus on doing good.   

Luther: "It is an easy matter for a man to do good once or twice; 

but to continue, and not to be discouraged through the ingratitude 

and perverseness of those to whom he hath done good, that is very 

hard."  

Conclusion: 
1. As God’s people we must give ourselves to doing good; doing good to all men, especially 

those of the household of faith.  

2. We must press on. We must not lose heart. We must not be drawn aside after worldly 

endeavors and forget our chief business.  

Galatians 6:9 NAU - "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will 
reap if we do not grow weary."  
1 Corinthians 15:58 NAU - "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is 
not in vain in the Lord."  


