
     Cleaving to God 
Call to Worship:  Psalm 63                      Hymn #13-  O Worship the King 
1st Scripture:  Ruth 1                        Hymn #34 (Supp)-  As the Deer 
2nd Scripture:  2 Kings 18:1-6            Hymn #710-  I Need Thee Every Hour 
Introduction: 

 As you work through the Books of I and II Kings, which describe the years, in which 

kings reigned in Israel, there is a constant theme, which spans the whole perimeter and area of 

the two Books.  And this theme is especially relevant, to a people, who have, because of their 

rebellion against God, been exiled from the Promised Land, only to become slaves in a foreign 

nation.  Everything the Israelites once had enjoyed, had been destroyed, and they were cast into a 

state of utter hopelessness.  And these Books were given, both, to boldly affirm how they got 

where they were, and to point them to a certain hope of restoration, should they repent, and 

return to the true and Living God!   

 And so, the theme, which was national, concerning its full scope, was highlighted, by the 

conduct of each individual king that reigned in the divided kingdom.  What then is the theme?  In 

short, a revealing of the consequences of walking with or against the true and living God.  And 

sadly, far more often than not, the kings of Israel and Judah, walked not in the ways of God, and 

gave themselves over to gross idolatry, ultimately leading to the destruction of the nation.  In 

fact, every single king of the northern kingdom of Israel, was wicked, and served idols, rather 

than YHWH.  And most of the kings of the southern kingdom of Judah, did the same, less a 

handful who were faithful, and another handful, who were mediocre. 

 This morning, I want to consider with you, a general description of one of the few, 

faithful kings, who reigned in Judah, namely, Hezekiah.  And I hope, that as we ponder the 

general description of Hezekiah's life, that we would be compelled to pursue the same course, 

with the same level of fervency.   
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I.  The Four-Fold Description of Hezekiah 

 Now brethren, as we look at our text, which is a general introduction to the specific acts, 

surrounding the reign of Hezekiah, we find four critical qualities mentioned, which give us a 

general description of the way, in which, Hezekiah conducted himself before God.  And they 

especially stand out, in the backdrop of so much unfaithfulness, wickedness and rebellion, 

exhibited by most of the kings, mentioned in I and II Kings. 

 1) Hezekiah did what was right in the sight of God.  [Read verse 3] 

    Hezekiah sought to walk within the parameters of God's Word, and His Law.  And, in this 

respect, he is said to have done right, "according to all that his father David had done."  When 

reading through the Books of kings, you usually find each king, described as having walked in 

the wicked, idolatrous ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat (who set up the two golden calves in 

Israel), or in the righteous ways of David.  Here, Hezekiah is aligned with David, as a righteous 

king.  Now, we know that this is not saying that Hezekiah was perfect (David himself, was not 

perfect for that matter), but rather, that his heart was set on observing the commandments of 

God.  This rare, uncompromising heart, was found in Hezekiah.     

 And friends, this rare, uncompromising heart, is found in so few, today, here in our own 

day.  There is very little regard for God, and His law; sadly, often times, even in the church, let 

alone in the world.  Hezekiah is as sparse today, as he was then.  As I said, last Sunday evening, 

so many, only recognize two parts of the Great Commission: Make disciples and baptize them.  

But we are also commanded to teach those disciples, to observe all of Christ's commands.  God's 

design in our salvation, is not merely to deliver us from hell and grant us access to heaven.  

Ultimately, we were saved unto fruit bearing, so that we might bring glory to God, not only by 

our changed circumstances, but also, by our changed lives.  This ought to be greatly considered, 

when we organize our life priorities, when we seek to properly observe the Lord's Day, when we 

wrestle with visible and tangible ways, in which we can exercise love toward the brethren! 

 2) Hezekiah removed, broke down, and utterly destroyed all of the idols in the land.  

[Read verse 4].  Hezekiah strove toward what was right in the sight of God, and he likewise, 

sought to destroy what was wrong.  He held old habits, traditions, cultural norms...etc, up to the 

standard of God's Word, and when things didn't line up, he tore down and destroyed all that 
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contradicted the Word of God.  And brethren, we ought to take inventory of our own lives, 

regularly, not merely assuming that the "norm" of the day, is that which is acceptable to God.  

How do we conduct ourselves in the world, at home, at school, at work?  What does God expect 

of us?  What should the church look like?  How should I view this life?  What is God after, in 

me?  What idols need to be broken down and removed, in my life.  You see, brethren, Hezekiah's 

actions, presume that he made a conscious, fervent effort to discover the ways in which the 

people were sinning against God.  He did not merely wait until the obvious, made itself known.  

No, he dug, he searched, he looked, he examined, and he removed everything that was in 

violation of the will of God.  It could have been very easy, to leave the bronze serpent alone.  

After all, God had Moses make it, didn't he?  And at one point, the people had to look at it, 

expressing faith toward God, that they would be healed from the poison, which was in them.  

And so, a long and ongoing tradition developed, leading people to worship the bronze serpent.  It 

was the norm; it was accepted; it was given the approval of man.  But upon further examination, 

Hezekiah saw that the people had turned an act of God's grace, into a means of gross idolatry.  

And so, he broke the bronze serpent in pieces, and got rid of it.   

 Hezekiah dealt consciously and forwardly and severely with the idolatry in the land.  And 

brethren, such is how we ought to deal with the idols, which tug on our own hearts.  What are 

you drawn to, which takes your heart away from God?  What holds the primary place in your 

heart?  What is it that you value most?  What is it, which would push Christ, off of the rightful 

throne of "first love," in your heart?  Is it your job?  Is it material things?  Is it wealth?  Is it a 

hobby?  Is it politics?  Is it sports?  Is it TV, movies, radio...etc?  Is it video games?  Is it school?  

Is it a person of the opposite sex? Is it your spouse or child or children?  What makes the sun 

shine on your day?  Whatever it is, the idolatry of the thing, or the thing itself...ought to be 

broken and removed, so that God would be designated to His rightful place, on the throne of 

your heart and affections. 

 3) Hezekiah trusted in the Lord God of Israel.  [Read verse 5]. 

 Hezekiah's trust, in fact, was the motivating factor for his righteous acts, and his 

determination to destroy all of the idols in the land.  And notice the profound description of this 

trust, brethren!  His trust was so unique and profound; it was so great, that there was no king 
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after or before him, among all of the kings of Judah, who matched his level of trust.  How often, 

other kings turned to foreign nations for help, during times of trial.  But Hezekiah, put his trust 

and confidence in God, during the most humanly impossible times of his reign.   

 The king of Syria had exiled the entire northern kingdom of Israel, during Hezekiah's 

reign.  And he defeated and took over several other, powerful nations, as well.  And furthermore, 

Sennacherib took all of the fortified cities, in Judah, near Jerusalem.  The gated cities; the strong 

ones; the ones, which were elevated and most difficult to overthrow...He overthrew them.  And 

he had set his targets on Jerusalem.  Indeed, Hezekiah was worried.  His high officials had torn 

their garments, because there was no possible way, that they could withstand the Syrian army.   

The commander of the army, mocked Hezekiah and his God, saying, "Where were all of the 

other gods, of the many nations that I have already defeated?  Could they protect them?  And 

what of the fortified cities of Judah, even?  Where was your God, then?  So much temptation to 

doubt, and what does Hezekiah do?  He sends word to Isaiah the prophet, seeking a Word from 

God, and he goes into the temple, lays the mocking, threatening letter before God, and 

confidently pleads with God for His help.  And God delivers!  [Read 2 Kings 19:15-19]. 

 Hezekiah was a man of faith!  He was one, who truly trusted God, not merely when it 

was convenient, but all the more, when it was inconvenient.  Do you truly trust in the living God, 

this morning?  Is your faith in the invisible Christ, or does your profession go no further than the 

condition of the outward circumstances, which presently surround you?  When the rubber meets 

the road; when everything begins to unravel in your life; when all that is temporal in this world, 

is in jeopardy of being taken away from you, what does your confidence in God look like, right 

then and there?  He is indeed trustworthy, isn't He?  When the Lord Jesus spoke of the 

importance of persistent prayer, illustrated in the parable of the unjust judge; when He spoke of 

how willing and desirous God is, to answer the prayer of faith, which is fixed on His glory, 

remember His final words, brethren?  "But when the Son of Man returns, will He find such faith 

on the earth?"  Will there be those who truly believe in the power of God, and their access to it, 

by Christ?  The state of the prayer meetings in our country, validate the rarity of this kind of 

faith, to say the least.  Well, Hezekiah was a man, who trusted God, and that, exceptionally.  

When his life was on the line; when there was nothing secure, on which he could grasp, he did 
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not turn away.  He clung to his God, which brings us to the last of the descriptions, concerning 

Hezekiah. 

 4) "For, he held fast to the Lord."  [Read verse 6]. 

 Not only did Hezekiah do what was right in the sight of God; not only did he destroy all 

of the idols of the land, but his faith in God was so strong (and so disciplined), that he did all of 

these things consistently, and continually to the end of his life.  Unlike some of the kings, who 

started well, and then went astray, he diligently persevered to the end.  He was not a perfect man 

(he became proud toward the latter part of his life, but God humbled him, and he repented), but 

ultimately, he finished well.  He was determined to remain faithful to the end, and he did. 

 Now, brethren, let me just dig a little deeper, into the meaning of this phrase, "He held 

fast to the Lord," as I think it warrants a bit of emphasis, particularly in our day, where the 

American version of Christianity is such a far cry, from authentic, New Testament Christianity, 

where the church of the first century, had centered their entire lives on Christ and His church.   

 The word "held fast" here, is one Hebrew word, which actually means, "to cleave, to 

follow hard, to pursue, to take, to overtake, to abide, to stick...etc."  And the idea conveyed here, 

is one of intense, fervent, conscious, pursuit.  Hezekiah "cleaved" to God.  He held on to God, 

and would not let Him go.  [Ill. Jacob wrestling with the Lord]. 

 Listen to a few other texts, where this word is used, before we sum this matter up, and 

bring our time to a conclusion: 

 1) Ruth 1:6-19.  What was the difference between Ruth and Orpah here?  Both, positively 

made an assertion to go with Naomi, but Ruth "clave" to her!  Ruth held on, and was not letting 

go, until Naomi stopped shewing her away.  That is the determination expressed in our text, 

brethren!  Hezekiah was anything but casual, in his walk with God, to the point that, though he 

knew of the absolute sovereignty and faithfulness of God, he would still do all on his part to stay 

near; indeed, to cling to God, himself!  There was no, "letting go, and letting God," philosophy 

found in his playbook!   

 2) Ruth 2:8.  The onus was on Ruth, and not the young women, for Ruth to "stay close to 

them."  There is the sense of eager and focused determination, shown here.  She could not drift 

off or lolly gag.   
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 3) 2 Samuel 23:9-10.  His hand "stuck" to the sword, when he was weary.  He pushed 

beyond and fought, and God was with his sword. 

 4) 2 Samuel 1:6.  The determination of the chariots to catch Saul.   

 5) Genesis 2:24; Genesis 31:22-23...etc. 


 Brethren, do you get the picture here?  Hezekiah "clinging to God; overtaking God, as it 

were," conveys the ideas of pressing sweat, intense/diligent pursuit, conscious determination, 

focused effort...not waiting for something to come or happen, but pressing into, going after, 

persevering long, enduring hard, in anguish toward, aggressively active (like a soldier on duty, in 

a war zone)...extending beyond the realm of "contrary feelings," into the realm of doubt and 

struggle and trial...pushing onward, violently taking the kingdom of heaven by storm!  This is the 

sense given here, and brethren, this is the call of the Christian, when Christ calls us to "abide" in 

Him, in John 15.  It means anything but, sitting still and lounging around.  It is an urgency, not 

unlike, the drive that moves you out of a burning house!  [Ill. What happened to the stragglers 

among the Israelites in the wilderness, who lagged behind?  They were killed by the Amalekites].  

It says, "I know that I will never make it, apart from the grace of God, but I will run this race, 

and finish it, by the grace of God; trusting that His grace will always surround me, the whole 

way through!"   

 Brethren, this is authentic Christianity.  As a church of the living God, married to Christ, 

we must start putting to death, the "Americanized version of Christianity," which is an impostor!  

This is a battle, but sadly, because we currently don't face persecution, we are not fighting it, 

brethren!  We are not fighting it, at the level of our private devotions and personal commitment 

to Christ, and we are not fighting it, at the corporate level, in the building of Christ's church!  

There is a tremendous lull here, in this body, brethren.  I fear, that we are best represented in the 

church of Ephesus, among the seven churches of Revelation; all the right doctrine, intolerant of 

heresy and false teaching, zealous for orthodoxy...but brethren, I fear that, as a whole, we have 

lost our first love.  But the grace of Christ, is yet, powerful enough to bring us back!  If we would 

but remember, from where we have fallen, and repent, and return to our first love...there is yet, 

hope!  Will you examine yourself, this day, and see where you stand, in the light of all that we 
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have gone over here?  Let us trust God!  Let us walk faithfully with Him, doing what is right in 

His eyes, and destroying all remaining idols.  And let us cling to God, determined, by grace, to 

make it home!  God be our help, brethren!  God be our help!       


AMEN!!! 


Benediction:  Ephesians 3:14-21
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