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Our Scripture reading today is from the book of Romans and chapter four, Romans 

chapter four.   

 

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the 

flesh, has found?  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God.  For what does the Scripture 

say? "Abraham believed god, and it was credited to him as righteousness."  

Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what 

is due.  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, just as David 

also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness 

apart from works: "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been 

forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin 

the lord will not take into account."   

 

Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For 

we say, "faith was credited to abraham as righteousness."  How then was it 

credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while 

circumcised, but while uncircumcised; and he received the sign of 

circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while 

uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without 

being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, and the 

father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but 

who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he 

had while uncircumcised.
1
 

 

We have been studying the book of Romans and you will remember in Romans chapter 

three we looked at this whole issue of the concept of salvation, what was necessary for 

one to be saved.  And as we looked at it we saw that God taught us—through the writing 

of the apostle Paul—that salvation was by grace through faith alone, that it has absolutely 

nothing to do with the law. It has nothing to do with keeping of commandments. It had 

nothing to do with obedience.  It was strictly by grace through faith. 

 

                                                 
1
 Romans 4:1-12 
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Now in this passage God gives to us an example. And the example is the example of 

Abraham. Well, if we were going to think of some great person in the Old Testament who 

might be justified on the basis of the things that he had done, probably one of they first 

names that would come to mind would be the name of Abraham. You will remember the 

things that Abraham did, his acts that could be distinguished from those of other people. 

You will remember that Abraham in great faith decided to leave his home in Ur of the 

Chaldees when God had called him to go to a land that he had never seen. That took a 

tremendous amount of faith.  

 

We remember that Abraham was the one  who when God had promised to him that he 

was going to have a child and Abraham was a very old man trusted in this and believed 

and eventually became the father of a man by name of Isaac.  

 

And you will remember that years later when God had called him to do the unthinkable, 

when he was told to take his son, his only son Isaac whom he loved and to take him upon 

the mountain and there to willingly sacrifice him to God the only thing that stopped that 

sacrifice was the fact that God said, “Stop. I am going to give you a ram, that ram that is 

caught in the thicket and you are to take that animal and sacrifice it instead of your son.” 

But he was willing to do whatever God had called him to do. 

 

And so to the Jewish people Abraham is the ideal picture of someone who would—on the 

basis of the things that he had done, on the basis of his works—deserve the salvation of 

God.  And so Paul uses Abraham as the example, the indication that that salvation is not 

by works at all, but in fact is based entirely upon Abraham’s faith. 

 

Let’s take a look at the life of Abraham and we will go back to our passage in a moment.  

You will remember that, first of all, God called Abraham when he was living, as we had 

said, in the town of Ur of the Chaldees. And there he said to him—and we read of this in 

Genesis chapter 12: 

 

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from 

your relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will 

show you;  And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And 

make your  name great; And so you shall be a blessing; And I will bless 

those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you 

all the families of the earth will be blessed."
2
 

 

And we are told, “So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went 

with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.”
3
 

 

Now I want you to picture this for a moment. I am a lot younger than that.  It is hard for 

me to conceive of being told, “Well, now you are just going to pick up and leave. You are 

going to leave everything that you have. You are going to take along with you your 

relatives, but you are just going to go and God is going to lead you somewhere.” 

                                                 
2
 Genesis 12:1-3 

3
 Genesis 12:4 
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Can you imagine someone 75 years old doing that?  I mean here was Abraham in faith 

trusting God and doing that very thing. 

 

And it says, “Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions 

which they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they 

set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan.”
4
 

 

A time came—and remember Abraham was a very old man—and Sarah, his wife, had not 

borne him a child and she was way beyond child bearing age. It would take a miracle for 

her to have a child at her age.  And this concerned Abraham because in that day it was so 

important to have a male child who would be the one to carry on the name and carry on 

keeping the possessions of the father and it was a burden to Abram. 

 

God appeared to him in a vision and God said to him, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield 

to you; Your reward shall be very great.”
5
 

 

You know, any time I read the words “do not fear,” I wonder, “What was he afraid of?”  

Why would God say, “Don’t fear,” if he wasn’t afraid of something?   

 

Well, I believe that the fear that Abraham had was something like this.  “I am getting old. 

I am an old man.  I have no child to whom I can give all my possessions and so someone 

living in my house who is not even related to me is going to be the one who will receive 

everything.” And he says this to God.  I can imagine the tears just pouring down from his 

eyes as he said those words.   

 

Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, 

and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  And Abram said, 

"Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my 

heir."
6
 

 

Listen to these words.   

 

Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will 

not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he 

shall be your heir." And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward 

the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He 

said to him, "So shall your descendants be."
7
 

 

Now, I want to ask you a question. Imagine that you are a very old man or woman. You 

have no children. You are way, way, way beyond the age at which it is possible for you 

to become a father or a mother. And God comes to you and says, “You are going to have 

                                                 
4
 Genesis 12:5 

5
 Genesis 15:1 

6
 Genesis 15:2-3 

7
 Genesis 15:4-5 
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a child and through you and through that child all the nations of the earth are going to be 

blessed and you are going to look up at the sky and see the stars and your descendants 

will be numberless.”  I wonder how many of us would have the faith to believe that.   

 

It is unnatural. By human standards it cannot happen.  But God said this to Abraham and 

listen to what it says.  “Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as 

righteousness.”
8
 

 

Now I want you to notice what that passage actually says.  It doesn’t say that Abraham 

went ahead and did something and that something, God said, “That’s enough. You can 

get into my heaven.”  That is not what happened at all.  Abraham did nothing. Abraham 

simply believed.  Abraham trusted and because Abraham believed God said, “I am 

declaring that you are righteous.  On the basis of your faith alone, not on the basis of 

anything you have done, not on the basis of works, not on the basis of law, but you 

believed and I count it as righteousness.”  

 

Well, what finally did happen?  Well, the time came and the amazing, the absolutely 

amazing phenomenon took place. For it says in Genesis chapter 21: “Then the LORD 

took note of Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had promised.  So 

Sarah conceived.”
9
  Here is an old woman, well beyond the possibility of having a child.  

 

So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the 

appointed time of which God had spoken to him.  Abraham called the 

name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.   

Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as 

God had commanded him.  Now Abraham was one hundred years old 

when his son Isaac was born to him.
10

 

 

How many 100 year old fathers do you know?  I mean new fathers 100 years old?  This 

was a miracle of God. And the point is that Abraham had believed and because he 

believed God counted it to him as righteousness.  But what in the world does this have to 

do with the salvation of God’s people today?   

 

You see, the issue and the problem that we encounter is that there were people in the day 

of Paul who were believing that it was circumcision and the keeping of the law that 

would lead to a person’s being saved.  

 

Now I am going to tell you something. There are churches that teach exactly the same 

thing today, not that you have to be circumcised. That’s not the issue. That was part of 

the law.  But there are churches today that teach that if you obey God and live the best 

possible life that you possibly can, if you do everything in your power to obey the law of 

God, God is going to look on you and he is going to balance the good against the bad and 

if you have more good than bad then you are going to be saved.  There are churches that 

                                                 
8
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9
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teach that today.  But that is about as far from the teaching of the Word of God as you 

can ever imagine.   

 

What was the issue of circumcision?  Why was it so important that Paul had to take the 

time to discuss this?   

 

Well, you see, there were rabbis in that day that were teaching that circumcision was 

absolutely essential for a person to be saved. In fact, if I could just quote, one of the 

rabbis said, “No circumcised man will ever see hell.”  There were those who said things 

like, “Circumcision saves from hell.” 

 

The belief was that circumcision was something that was absolutely necessary. It was 

commanded by God.  And so therefore if you are not circumcised and obey all of the 

dictates of the law of the Moses it would be impossible for you to be saved. 

 

You will remember that this became such an issue in the early church. We have been, of 

course, studying this as we have been studying in the book of Galatians that there were 

those who were called the Judaizers who were traveling around and following Paul 

everywhere and teaching the people, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 

custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

 

Now they believed that. And there were people who were being drawn away to a works 

type of salvation. It was an incredible challenge that was facing the church in that day.  

Do you know what happened? It became such an issue that a counsel was called among 

the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem to discuss the matter. 

 

Let me just read a little about it for you.  In Acts chapter 15 we read this.  

 

Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, 

"Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 

cannot be saved."  And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and 

debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and 

some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders 

concerning this issue.  Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, 

they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in 

detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the 

brethren.  When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the 

church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had 

done with them. But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed 

stood up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to 

observe the Law of Moses."   

 

The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. After 

there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brethren, 

you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my 

mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.  "And 
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God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, 

just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, 

cleansing their hearts by faith.   "Now therefore why do you put God to 

the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our 

fathers nor we have been able to bear?  "But we believe that we are saved 

through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are."
11

 

 

Here is the argument that Paul poses in the book of Romans. We read it, but let me just 

go over it with you.  Why is it that circumcision does not play into the salvation of 

Abraham?  All the rabbis were teaching that you have to be circumcised. You can’t be 

saved unless you are circumcised. You have to obey the law of Moses. 

 

Take a look at what Paul said, verse nine of our passage in Romans chapter four. “Is this 

blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, ‘Faith was 

credited to Abraham as righteousness.’”
12

  Faith, nothing else.  “How then was it 

credited?”
13

 And now here is the issue. “While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised?”
14

 

 

Now we are not going to take the time to go back to the book of Genesis, but what you 

find out here is in Genesis chapter 15 where it says, “Abraham believed God and it was 

counted to him for righteousness,”
15

 Abraham had not yet been circumcised. And God 

said that your faith was counted for righteousness.  Circumcision had nothing to do with 

it.  That came later.  God gave circumcision to Abraham and to his descendants as a seal, 

as an indication of their faith in God, not as a means of getting salvation, but as a picture 

of the salvation that had already been received.   

 

And in many passages in Scripture and in the New Testament we are taught that when the 

flesh was removed in circumcision, it is like the removal of the heart of stone that we 

have and the giving of a new heart.  It is a picture of our being cleansed, but it is not the 

cleansing itself.  Very much like when a person is baptized today. Baptism does not save. 

You don’t get saved by being baptized.  Baptism is a picture of what God has done 

already to save you. That is what baptism is all about.  

 

We will get to this when we get a little further on in the book of Romans in chapter six 

where we are told that baptism is a picture, that when you go under the waters of baptism 

it is as if you are being buried as Christ was buried and then when you are lifted up from 

the waters you are raised as Christ was raised to newness of life. It doesn’t save you, but 

it is a picture of the salvation that God had already provided. And so we read in this 

passage: 

 

How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? 

Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; and he received the sign 

                                                 
11

 Acts 15:1-11 
12

 Romans 4:9 
13

 Romans 4:10 
14

 Ibid.  
15

 See Genesis 15:6 
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of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while 

uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without 

being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, and the 

father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but 

who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he 

had while uncircumcised.
16

 

 

Do you see the picture?   

 

By the way, in this passage Abraham is referred to as the example of salvation by grace 

through faith alone and nothing else.  But another one of the great people of the Old 

Testament is mentioned here also. We read of David. And, of course, David is the great 

psalmist. He wrote not all, but most of the psalms that we read. And a psalm is quoted for 

us to bring out the very same truth that we have presented in the life of Abraham. It is 

quoted from Psalm chapter 32.  Let me just read the words, verse six.   

 

Just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits 

righteousness apart from works: "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 

have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered.  "Blessed is the 

man whose sin the lord will not take into account."
17

 

 

As we read this you may be thinking, “Well, that’s all very good. What a wonderful 

blessing for Abraham. But what does that have to do with me today? And what does that 

have to do with the people that I know in this world in the 21
st
 century?” 

 

It has everything to do with you and everything to do with us, the people who are around 

you.   

 

The heresy of that day was that salvation would come by obedience to law, that if you 

obeyed the law and did a wonderful, wonderful job then you will be saved. By the way, 

Abraham was a man who had many failures in his life. 

 

You will remember that when he became frustrated after God had already promised him a 

child he decided with his wife to take it upon himself to bring a child into the world. And 

he took the handmaid of Sarah, Hagar. And with her he had a child by the name of 

Ishmael thinking that this would be the descendant who would receive the blessings from 

him and would receive his inheritance. 

 

There was a time when he was afraid because he thought that enemies would take and kill 

him because of the beauty of his wife.  Can you imagine the beauty of his wife? She was 

an older woman. I can say some women who are old can be very, very beautiful. 

 

And here we have Sarah and he said, “Sarah, this is what I want you to do.  I want you to 

say that you are my sister so that they won’t take and kill me.” 

                                                 
16

 Romans 4:10-12 
17

 Romans 4:6-8 
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There were many faults in the life of Abram. He wasn’t saved by obedience to law.  He 

was saved by his faith.   

 

Today we are in very much the same situation.  I can remember trying to share the gospel 

of Jesus Christ with one man in particular. And as I was telling him about what Jesus 

Christ had done and how faith in him could lead to salvation. He said something like this 

to me. I don’t remember his exact words. But he said, “You know, I have been a pretty 

good man all my life, not perfect, but I have been pretty good. And, you know, I have 

tried to help my neighbors. I have tried to help friends.  I have given to charity. I even 

work in an area where I am helping people. I am sure God will take all of this into 

account and when I die I am sure he will accept me.” 

 

I was compelled to inform him that it didn’t work that way, that it wasn’t based on what 

he did and it is not based on what you do and it is not based on what I do.  It is based on 

what Jesus Christ did and if we, as people who want to have a direct and personal 

relationship with him trust by faith—the same faith that Abraham had—then we can have 

everlasting life.  We can have the joy of being forever in the presence of God. But it is 

based not on what you do, but it is by grace and based on your total and complete trust in 

him.   

 

There will be some people who will say, “Well, I believe Jesus.  I believe he came to 

earth. I believe he died. I believe he rose again. Isn’t that good enough?” 

 

Well, let’s take the example of Abraham.  Was it good enough for him to believe that 

there was a God?  No.  Was it good enough for him to trust that God was able to do many 

great and wonderful things?  No.  It was not until he believed God for the impossible that 

God declared his faith as righteousness. 

 

Now what do I mean by the impossible?  You will remember, he was an old man. Sarah 

was an old woman.  People of that age don’t have children.  It just doesn’t happen.  But 

he by faith believed God and because he believed in the impossible it was counted to him 

for righteousness. 

 

You may be saying to yourself or some people may be saying to themselves, “It is 

impossible that God would save me forever simply because I believed.” 

 

But when you believe in that, that may seem impossible to you, you will receive the 

salvation of God. And that is the marvellous blessing. 

 

Let me ask you a question, well, two questions. Do you know him?  Is he your Savior?  If 

not I challenge you today, trust. Even though you may say, “It is impossible for simple 

faith to give me salvation,” It is the only way you can be saved.  

 

But if you do know him, isn’t it true that you have an obligation to share that wonderful 

message with all of the people who are around you, that men and women, boys and girls 
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may come to know the Savior?  There are many ways you can do it.  You can be a 

witness by just sharing what God has done in your life and the wonderful message that 

we find in Scriptures. We have the brochures that we pass out today. They are in the 

bulletin. Give them to somebody. Maybe someone will come to this church and come to 

know the Savior through the preached Word.   

 

But in every way our greatest desire should be to get the Word of God out that people 

will trust and believe and men and women will receive the salvation of God.   

 

Let us pray together.   

 

Our Father, we thank you for the love that we have in the Lord Jesus Christ. You have 

loved us with an everlasting love. You have given to us the gift of your salvation. We have 

done nothing to earn it. We don’t deserve it.  But you have loved us and you have given to 

us that salvation which is ours throughout all eternity. 

 

And now, our Father, we pray that you will use us. Send us into this world to be your 

ambassadors that men and women, boys and girls might hear the precious Word of God 

and that hearing they may believe. Help us to be faithful in all that we do. We pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.   


