
Saved to Be Served – Part 7: The Hard, Happy Work of Listening 
Luke 10:38-42; Coast Community Church; Pastor Earl Miles; 9-10-17 

 
Listening is hard, happy work.  

 Listening to God’s Word in reading is hard work. (Luke 8:18) 
 Listening to God’s Word in reading is happy work. (Revelation 1:3) 

How should we listen to God/Jesus through His Word, the Bible? 
1. Listen naturally. (2 Timothy 2:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:27) 

 Read the Bible like any other book (written by men but uniquely and authoritatively 
inspired by God). 

 Use some common sense in reading the Bible (as you would in reading other books). 
 Recognize the kind of literature it is (history, poetry, law, prophecy, letter, wisdom, etc). 

 
2. Listen completely. (Matthew 4:4; 2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 Take time to get a grasp of all of Scripture. 
 Scripture interprets Scripture.  
 Clear interprets the unclear. 
 Explicit interprets the implicit. 
 NT interprets the OT. 
 Didactic (teaching passages) interprets narrative (story passages) and figurative (images). 

 
3. Listen carefully. (Matthew 22:32; Psalm 1) 

 Take time to go deeper. 
 Words used. 
 Literary context of words used (grammar structures: make connections). 
 Historical context of words used (author, readers, concerns, circumstances, culture, etc) 

 
4. Listen prayerfully. (Psalm 119:36, 18; Psalm 86:11; Psalm 90:14) 

 Ask God for understanding of the text. 
 Ask God for grace to trust and obey the Word read in light of your circumstances. 

 
5. Listen humbly. (John 7:17; James 1:21-22; Ephesians 4:11-12) 

 Make it your goal to grow in love for God and others: to trust and obey. 
 Use Bible helps (introductions, dictionaries, handbooks). 
 Check your thinking with other godly believers (past and present; pastor/teachers).  
 Don’t be surprised by differences of opinion (necessary for love).  
 Many times we are asking God for answers that He has already given us in His Word. 

(Luke 6:3) 
 Our eternal state depends on how we understand what we read in the Bible. (Luke 10:26) 
 Does it move us to rest in Jesus, hope in God and pursue love? 
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The Goal of the Bible (1 Corinthians 13:13; John 14:6) 
 

 Is to make you a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 That you and I would rest in Jesus and His righteousness alone. 
 That you and I would hope in God for our help and happiness. 
 That you and I would pursue love by trusting and obeying God’s Word in every situation 

and every relationship. 
 

 This passage is about the reality that loving requiring serving God and others but this 
cannot be done rightly until God serves us through His Word! 

 
The Text 
 
38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha 
welcomed Him into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, 
listening to His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to 
Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then 
tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and bothered about so many things; 42 but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the 
good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” – Luke 10:38-42 
 
Listening is hard, happy work. (Luke 8:18; Revelation 1:3) 
 
From the movie, The Princess Bride: 
 

The King: [after Buttercup kisses him] What was that for?  
Buttercup: Because you’ve always been so kind to me, and I’ll never see you again, because 
I’m killing myself as soon as we reach the bridal suite.  
The King: Won’t that be nice? She kissed me! Ha! 

 
 Listening to God’s Word in reading is hard work. 

 
So take care how you listen; for whoever has, to him more shall be given; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him.” – Luke 8:18 
 

 Listening to God’s Word in reading is happy work. 
 
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things 
which are written in it; for the time is near. – Revelation 1:3 


