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LOVE ONE ANOTHER EARNESTLY! 

I Peter 1: 22-23 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

What an amazing nugget of truth in one small word from Peter! God gave it 

to me to share with you today. Peter says, in I Peter 1: 22-23, “Having 

purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly 

love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born 

again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and 

abiding Word of God.” Let this message today be as if God the Holy Spirit 

is speaking just to you. Personalize this purifying of your soul. One of the 

beautiful hymns in our hymnal is by hymn-writer Dora Greenwell. It is 

entitled, “I am not skilled to understand, what God hath willed, what God 

hath planned; I only know at His right hand stands one who is my Savior.” 

But that hymn contains a verse that no hymnals consider worthy of including 

in our hymnals today. I disagree. Listen to this obscure verse that Dora 

Greenwell included when she wrote her hymn. Let me sing it to you, “And 

had there been in all this wide, wide world, no other soul beside, But only 

mine, then He had died that He might be my Savior.” Think of those true, 

beautiful, powerful words. This text is potent. Let’s look at it carefully. 

 

I want us to focus on I Peter 1: 22. Our text starts off with a long participial 

phrase, describing believers who have come to know the Lord, including 

each of us today who know the Lord.  He describes believers as “people who 

have purified their souls by their obedience to the truth for a sincere 

brotherly love, so that we love one another earnestly from a pure heart.” It 

appears Peter is speaking of the phrase “purified your souls” as a way to 

describe our new birth, our conversion—v. 23, “since we have been born 

again.” People who know Jesus have had a conversion experience described 

as a “purified soul” conversion. Jews reading Peter’s words would have 

understood this participial phrase as referring to the ritual process that they 

went through in order to appear outwardly blameless before God.   

 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many Jews went up from 

the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover.  

Their cleansing involved a number of activities, including sacrifices.  One 

activity this cleansing definitely would have involved was purification with 

water. Jinny and I were privileged to tour the Holy Land fourteen years ago.  

One interesting part of Jewish daily life that we were told about down by the 

Dead Sea at Qumran was the practice of ritual purification.  There were 

many ancient buildings there with private purification rooms or baptismal 

pools. The Jews, namely the very legalistic Essenes, would dip their whole 

bodies into the these baptismal pools as an act of purification. When a Jew 
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became unclean, it was by usually touching or coming in contact with 

something or somebody that was unclean, maybe even the body of a dead 

person.  Maybe they had buried a relative.  Ceremonial baptisms were seen 

as necessary to become clean again.  In front of the temple mount in 

Jerusalem, there were many purification rooms with baptismal pools for 

worshippers to purify themselves before they entered into the temple courts.  

 
This purification process for the ancient Jews was achieved by covering 

themselves with ceremonially pure water. Is that how we as believers 

become purified in Christ? Is it accomplished by covering ourselves with 

pure water? No! It would never work. Our only cleansing comes in and by 

the cleansing blood of Christ being applied to our sinful lives. And how do 

we cover ourselves with Jesus’ blood?  We place our complete faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ and in His sacrifice in our place, on the cross. That is how 

we obey the truth. Peter is saying, “Now that you have purified your souls 

through the blood of Christ by your faith in Him…love one another.” The 

truth Peter mentions in our text is the truth of the Gospel of Christ who is 

Himself, the Way, the Truth and the Life. By obeying the truth of the Gospel 

of Christ, we experience redemption applied to us through His blood. In this 

way, our very souls are purified.  This is a very real purification, not a mere 

outward showing such as baptism or the Jews ceremonial washings. 

 
The next section of this long participial phrase isn’t difficult to understand--  

“for a sincere brotherly love.”  The phrase, “brotherly love” is actually one 

word, “philadelphia.” It is the formation of two words – philia, (love) and 

adelphos, (brother.)  Philadelphia is brotherly love. “Sincere” means “not 

hypocritical--not play-acting.” As saints, those of us who have been set apart 

and purified in Christ  now possess a supernatural affinity and love for our 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  That’s the kind of love that philia or 

philadelphia signifies.  It is love we as a Christian family naturally have for 

one another--a supernatural love we have in the body of Christ. 

 

What is interesting here is how Peter links purification with love.  You 

would naturally think Peter would link purification with holiness, and he 

could have. Peter exhorted his readers to be holy in verses 15, 16. Now Peter 

is turning his thought to give just as strong an exhortation to all of us to love 

one another. He is telling us, “Love for each other, as it is true with holiness, 

is not some new part of the Christian life that we must add on to our faith as 

believers. Christian love is a supernatural condition and result of our being 

born again into the family of God—purified by Jesus’ blood. 
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Therefore, having entered into this love of the brethren through our spiritual 

purification and cleansing through Jesus blood, Peter now is urging us “to 

fervently love one another earnestly from a pure heart.” As a spiritual father, 

Peter is urging us, saying, “Boys and girls, men and women, Christian love 

is more than just being nice to each other” It is more than just, “Children 

“You need to be nice and to play with your sister. Share your toys with your 

brother.”  No, it is far more. You need to show the love of Christ that you 

have been given when you were washed clean through Jesus’ blood.   

 

Peter is saying, “Have a sincere love, and show it fervently with passion and 

with feeling.”  This second word for love, “love one another earnestly” and 

some translations say “fervent love” or loving fervently,--  this love is not 

philia or philadelphia. It is a different Greek term--the word agape, the 

common word for Christian love.  It is a love that is passionate, intentional, 

and it seeks the well-being of our brother or our sister always. It is a love 

from our whole heart, from deep within our purified souls. It is a concern for 

the welfare and future of our brothers and our sisters in Christ. Let’s look 

deeper at this earnest love from a pure heart. What is this love? What love is 

this that God has placed in our lives for each other as His own children? This 

purified love is described three ways for us as we live in the body of Christ.  

 

PURIFIED SOULS HAVE OBEDIENT, SUBMISSIVE LOVE TO THE 

TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. (I.) v. 22. Obedient love to the truth of the 

scriptures is a disciple form of love, a mentored love. This is a supernatural 

love that we learn to show as we grow in Christ, as we saturate ourselves in 

the Word. This Greek word for “obedience to the truth or obeying the truth” 

is --hupakouo. Hupakouo means to hear under, as a subordinate, to listen 

attentively, to heed or to conform to a command or to our authority. It means 

a submissive love. This love is not choiceless submission as a slave. The 

very underlying agony and humiliation of slavery is that it robs a person of 

his inborn desire and design to pick and choose. The fetters of slavery most 

cruelly are made up of not mere iron chains and links, but rather the fetters 

are fetters of choicelessness. Dan Crawford in his book, “Thinking Black,” 

has a translation of a Bantu poem. One verse reads, “As a bird in the course 

of its flight on some branch will not choose to alight, For it likes not the tree, 

So man’s heart doth resemble that bird, to coerce it would be as absurd, for 

the heart must be free.” In loving God and others, the heart must be free. 

Submissive love is free because we choose to obey the Lord in His Word.   

 

When we have purified souls, we are not coerced by the truth of the Word of 

God. It’s not a matter of being under orders so we do what we hate to do on 
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the inside. No, rather, we are compelled with cords of love and we submit 

freely. There is a famous fable about a handsome mastiff, that’s an English 

hunting hound with long droopy ears and free swinging big lips. This hound, 

went wandering into a dense forest one night and met a fox. The fox was 

weak and gaunt and shaggy. The mastiff started talking, “Why do you live 

this kind of life? See how plump and sleek I am! Come with me, and you 

will have nothing to do but to eat and to sleep.” Enchanted by the prospect, 

the fox accompanied the mastiff, until they emerged from the shade of the 

deep woods. There in the moonlight, the fox noticed a mark all around the 

big hound’s neck. He asked the mastiff, “What’s that mark on your neck? 

The lordly mastiff replied, “Oh that! That’s merely the mark of the collar my 

master uses to chain me to my kennel where I eat and sleep all day.” “He 

chains you?” the fox asked aghast. “He chains you! I’ll just keep my ragged 

coat and my empty paunch and my freedom!” That was the end of the fox’s 

desire to follow the aristocratic companion he had met in this mastiff. He 

unceremoniously deserted the hound for good and ran back in to the woods.  

 

The only thing that binds us to obey the truth of the scriptures to love our 

brothers and our sisters is God’s cords of love, that pull us as we continually 

behold the cross of Christ, our loving Lord. What bound Jesus to the cross 

was not the nails, but His love for us. Jesus said in John 10: 17,18, “For this 

reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it up 

again. No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own 

initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 

again. This commandment I received from My Father.” Loving one another 

in brotherly love and agape love comes with the purification process. It is in 

the blood of Christ. It is love like that of our Lord in Gethsemane when He 

sweat great drops of blood, and where He prayed, “Father, if it be Thy will, 

let this cup pass from Me. Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done.” 

Didn’t Jesus have a choice? Yes, but He chose freely to go to the cross for 

us, for it was the Father’s only plan, His will. Jesus had submissive obedient 

love. When we walk in the light, I John 1: 7, as Jesus is in the light, we have 

fellowship one with another and the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son 

cleanses us from all sin. In that kind of purification for our souls and spirits, 

we freely choose to obey the truth of the Gospel in loving one another. There 

is a second description of the love we share in the body of Christ. 

 

PURIFIED SOULS HAVE SINCERE BROTHERLY LOVE. (II.) Peter 

writes in verse 22, adding a second part to the participial phase which reads, 

“Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth,” and now Peter 

adds, “for a sincere brotherly love,” What is this sincere brotherly love? 

Since this first use of love is philadelphos, it is a kind of brotherly love that 
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is sincere. What is that kind of love” The Greek word for sincere, translated 

unfeigned in the King James Version, is the word, anupokritos. It means 

undissembled which means candid, fair, frank, guileless, impartial, meat-

and-potatoes, objective, open-hearted, plain, receptive, straightforward, 

sincere, transparent, unbiased, unconcealed, undisguised, unprejudiced, 

unreserved, up front. Purified souls have sincere brotherly love. Another 

meaning of anupokritos is of course, without hypocrisy or pretense.  

 

We can learn to be Sunday go to meetin’ put on the dog people who appear 

to love each other. Even in church, if the words that some Christian couples 

speak to each other in whispers, were known to other Christian couples 

there, it would be crushing. Feigned, pretended love is cruel and is not the 

love from heaven Peter speaks of. Solomon was right about preferring rather 

the rebuke of a friend than the kiss of an enemy. It was while Judas was 

gone to betray Jesus, before he returned to kiss Jesus as a sign in the Garden 

of Gethsemane, that Jesus gave a new commandment. John 13:30 tells us 

that “after receiving the morsel, the last supper, Judas went out immediately 

and it was night.” Immediately after Judas left is when Jesus gave His new 

commandment in John 13: 34, 35, “A new commandment I give to you, that 

you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 

another. By this, all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” Beloved, our actions betray our words. We may 

profess as Judas to be one of Jesus select disciples, but what we do, speaks 

louder than what we say. God grant us with purified souls to have sincere 

love for the brethren. Thirdly, and lastly, what is this third description of this 

purified soul, sincere love that we share in the body of Christ, in His family? 

 

PURIFIED SOULS HAVE EARNEST LOVE FROM A PURE 

HEART. (III.) I Peter 1: 22 commands us, following the participial phrase, 

with the words, “love one another earnestly from a pure heart.” The Greek 

word for earnest is ektenos. Amazingly, this word is only used this one time 

in the Word of God, and this once used word is from the lips of Peter. It 

means intently, intensely, with intensity, fervently, without ceasing, 

stretched out and never relaxing in effort, and always loving with the right 

spirit. It means stretched out love. It ultimately points to the arms of our 

Lord Jesus Christ stretched out for us on Calvary’s cross. Beloved, when our 

love is comfortable, in our comfort zone, it isn’t fervent. When we are 

stretched out by our love and our arms are open beyond ourselves, it is the 

agape love of Jesus coming through.  

 

Have you read Harriet Beecher Stowe’s classic, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” 

When one of Uncle Tom’s masters, St. Clare lost his daughter, Little Eva, 
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that Uncle Tom so loved, Uncle Tom tried to comfort St. Clare. With fast 

running tears and a choking voice, Tom said, “St. Clare, look away to 

Jesus.” But the young aristocrat tried to reason with Uncle Tom. He said, 

“Tom, my dear fellow, how do you know that there is any Christ? You never 

saw Him!” “Feels Him in my soul, massa; feels Him now!” Then Tom tried 

to pour the balm of Gilead into his master’s soul. Tom said, “Death has 

come and wrenched your choicest treasure from your arms. There still are 

others on earth who love you. “Tom, you love me!” St. Clare exclaimed. 

Tom went on, “I’s willing to lay down my life, this blessed day if massa will 

become a Christian. There’s more than me loves you, massa; the blessed 

Lord Jesus Himself loves you!” “How do you know that, Tom?” “Feel it in 

my soul, massa; feels it in my very soul!”  

 

Fervent love is love which goes deeper than the head, it is heart-love that 

reaches from our heart to the heart of others. In the book about Robert 

Elsmere, the preacher, written some years ago, there is a heart-wrenching 

scene when this pastor went to his beloved wife and told her his abstract and 

academic doubts about God and Jesus. He told her, I can’t have these doubts 

and keep preaching. I am leaving the ministry today. His simple-hearted and 

devoted wife burst into tears. She flung herself at his feet. She threw her 

arms passionately around his shoulder. “Robert, my husband, my darling, 

she cried in agony and entreaty. “It cannot be! It is madness, a delusion! 

Come away with me, away from your books and work, into some quiet place 

where God can make Himself heard to you again! You are overdone, 

overdriven! Be patient a little and He will give you back Himself. What can 

books and arguments matter to you and me? Have we not known and felt 

God as He is, Robert? Have we not? Come!” That day, Robert wept and was 

turned back by the fervent love of Christ in his devoted wife. 

 

John Wesley was a preacher for a long time and yet, he never knew Jesus 

personally. One day, John saw Jesus in the fervent love of some Moravians 

on board a ship. John later wrote, “I felt my heart strangely warmed and did 

trust Christ, Christ alone for salvation.” That was the beginning of the 

greatest revival probably ever known in America. It all began with earnest, 

fervent love, the love of Christ. If the church today will go back to love, the 

earnest, fervent love of Jesus Christ, again  in 2016, the church will 

experience true revival. Obedient, sincere, fervent love will still lead the lost 

to Jesus. May God give us deep within our souls that love of Uncle Tom that 

can’t be argued with. “I feels Him, massa, I feels Him in my soul.” Amen. 
 


