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“HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY TO SALVATION?” 

JOHN 14:6; ACTS 4:12 
#4 in Series, “Answering 10 Questions Skeptics Ask” 

 
Jonah 2:9b “Salvation is from the LORD.” 
 
“The Biblical Christ cannot be dismissed; He stands in our path forcing us to make a decision, either to the right or to the left. In His 
presence, neutrality is impossible. The babe in the manger quickly grows up to become God, the King.”                               ─Erwin Lutzer 
 
John 14:5 “Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?’” 

John 14:6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” 

Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we 
must be saved.” 
 
 
I.       We Must Understand the Views of Salvation  
 

A. Pluralism 
 

Atheism says “No religion is true;” pluralism says “All religions are true.” 
 
“…it is enough to realize that if all the religions of the world were equally true the universe would be a cosmic madhouse!”              

─Erwin Lutzer 
 

B. Inclusivism  

 
C. Exclusivism 

 
 

II.      We Must Understand Tolerance  
 

A. The Old Tolerance  
 

1. Legal Tolerance  
 
2. Social Tolerance 

 

B. The New Tolerance  
 

“The purpose of education [today] is not to make scholars, but to provide them with a moral virtue─openness” 
                                                                                                                                                               ─Allan Bloom 

 
We have moved from the conviction that everyone has a right to their own opinion to the notion that everyone’s opinion is right, 
unless your opinion is that the other’s opinion is incorrect. 
 
“Unconverted men would kill God if they could get to Him.”                       ─Jonathan Edwards                                     

 
 

III.     We Must Understand That the Central Issue Is Truth  
 

Christianity is not true because it works (that is pragmatism); it is not true because it feels right (subjectivism); it is not true because 
it is my truth (relativism); it is true because it is anchored in the living Word (Christ) and the written Word (the Bible). 

 
1 Timothy 3:15b (HCSB) “…God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 

 



 

First Baptist Church Powell 09 04 2016 PM 

Sermon 4:  How Can You Say That Jesus Is the Only Way to Salvation? 

Series: Answering 10 Questions Skeptics Ask 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12 

    

The short answer to this fourth question skeptics ask is, “I can say that Jesus is the only way to salvation because 
that is what the Bible says – in multiple places.”  

In the second message in this series we looked at the overwhelming evidence that the Bible is trustworthy in all 
that it says. If the Bible says something clearly, then how can I dispute that? We should not be surprised that this 
answer infuriates so many people. If Jesus is the only way to salvation that means that all other religions are 
wrong. That just sounds so arrogant. It sounds unkind. It seems so blunt. However, this is the truth and we don’t 
do anyone a favor by not telling them the truth.  

One of the hardest things that physicians have to do is tell a patient that their condition is likely terminal. I 
watched and listened as my mother’s doctor told her that she had ovarian cancer and that it was advanced and 
the prognosis wasn’t good. It was very difficult for him to do that, but he had to tell her the truth. What would 
you think of a physician who had a patient that had a terminal disease and the only hope was going to be 
immediate drastic surgery followed by a regimen of chemo or radiation, and the physician said, “I can’t stand the 
thoughts of upsetting this person; I don’t want them to get all emotional, so I think I’ll soften up prognosis, and 
make it not so drastic?” That physician might sound kind and caring, but not telling the truth would in reality be 
cruel.  

In my illustration, what is at stake is physical life here in this earth. To fail to tell the truth that Jesus is the only 
way to salvation affects a person’s eternity. I know that God can save in spite of faulty witnesses and I 
understand that as Jonah 2:9b says, “Salvation is from the LORD.” However, the means He has chosen to bring 
people to salvation is the sharing of the Gospel and the Gospel is the good news that Jesus saves, but it is also the 
truth that ONLY Jesus saves! I am certainly not condoning an “in your face” harsh proclamation, but we must 
tell the truth.  

I was in college in the late 1960’s and saw what was called “The Jesus Movement” first hand. As many “hippies” 
got genuinely saved, one of the outward signs they gave was to point their index finger to the skies which 
symbolized, “one way.” There were “One Way” bumper stickers, “One Way” lapel pins, and “One Way” posters. It 
was Billy Graham who popularized this confession of the exclusivity of salvation that is through Jesus alone. The 
backlash against that public confession was minimal. If that were still around today it would cause a storm, a 
tsunami of protests that it was unkind, intolerant, and offensive. The fact is, there really is only “one way.”  

A few years ago there was a talk show on television that gave us a demonstration of the world’s “intolerance” 
against those who believe that Jesus is the only way to salvation. On this talk show there was a very liberal 
Jewish Rabbi (Rabbi Shmuley Boteach), a Jewish Christian (Michael Brown), and Dr. Al Mohler who was, and 
still is, the President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. The real topic was the 
exclusivity of Christ. The fireworks started with the question, “Did Gandhi (the Indian Hindu mystic) go to 
heaven?” Brown’s answer was excellent. He said, “I’m not Gandhi’s judge, but if Gandhi rejected Jesus, he is not 
good enough to get in. You’re not good enough, I’m not good enough. We need help; we need salvation…” The 
host interrupted, “But you’re telling Jews they’re not going to heaven.” Brown answered, “I’m telling Hindus, I’m 
telling Gentiles, I’m telling Catholics, I’m telling Protestants…” The Jewish Rabbi interrupted and said, “You 
know, if Jesus were alive today, I think He would take Rev. Mohler and Dr. Brown to court for character 
assassination… They have made Jesus into someone who sits in the heavens as some sort of blackmailer in chief 
– I’m going to torture you, fry you in a wok, murder you, all because you don’t believe in me, irrespective of how 
you behave… And that’s an abomination.” Later the host of this show revealed his bias when he unleashed this 
tirade: “You can tell me about it. But you can’t stand there righteously and tell me you know what’s good for me. 
And you sure as hell [an interesting choice of words] can’t tell me that there’s only one way for me to get to 
heaven. Nobody is that smart, nobody.” [Taken from Robert Jeffress, Hell? Yes!, pages 25, 26] 

That is a great illustration of the way the world treats the truth that Jesus is the only way to salvation. It seems to 
me that today, the less some people in the world know about Jesus, the more they like Him. The baby in the 
manger is sweet and pleasant to sing about at Christmas. The liberal who wants to redistribute wealth and the 



pacifist are fond of pulling verses out of context from the Sermon on the Mount. Many like to speak about His 
humility and love for the underdogs or “little guys.” He is spoken of as a kind, benevolent, soft spoken, do-gooder 
who would never hurt a flea. However, as they come to see Jesus as He is revealed in Scripture, their admiration 
tends to dwindle away. When they see His statements such as in John 14:6 and His turning over the money 
changer’s tables in the temple and his scathing rebuke of the religious leaders, they tend to begin to reassess 
what they think of Him. Dr. Erwin Lutzer gives a good summary. “The Biblical Christ cannot be dismissed; He 
stands in our path forcing us to make a decision, either to the right or to the left. In His presence, neutrality is 
impossible. The babe in the manger quickly grows up to become God, the King.” [Erwin Lutzer Christ Among Other 
Gods, page 23] 

The world will accept you as long as you talk about the non-biblical “tolerant Jesus” but when you begin to talk 
about Him as Lord and Master and the only way to salvation and the judge of all who reject Him, the world no 
longer accepts you. In fact, they will turn on you and call you arrogant, bigoted, and narrow-minded. 

Let’s look for a moment at those two passages we began with. Do they really teach that Jesus is the only way to 
God? Yes, they do and there are a host of other verses that teach the same thing. The context of John 14:6 is 
Thomas asking Jesus the way to heaven. John 14:5 “Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are 
going, how do we know the way?’” Thomas was asking for a map to heaven to know the way. Jesus answers that 
we don’t need a map; He is coming to get us and He is the way. One of the earliest names for Christianity in the 
book of Acts was, “The Way.” The disciples also wanted to know truth. Jesus told them that He is the truth. 
Truth is a person. They wanted life and Jesus said that he was the life, eternal life. That last part of John 14:6 
makes a startling statement. “…no one comes to the Father but through Me.” The Jesus freaks of the Jesus 
movement had it right – “ONE WAY”. In Acts 4:12, Peter is telling the Jewish Sanhedrin how to be saved. “And 
there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by 
which we must be saved.” Peter is just paraphrasing what Jesus said in John 14:6. There is no other name that 
brings salvation but the name of Jesus. If you believe and proclaim the Scriptures, you must proclaim an 
exclusive Christ in an inclusive culture.  

 

I.  We Must Understand the Views of Salvation 

I am going to give you some “ism” words that summarize the three main views of Christ and salvation. This is not 
hypothetical stuff. This is where our culture is and this is the message coming through public education, the 
media, and even some so called “Christian” organizations. Don’t let the big names throw you; you really need to 
understand this. I am purposely leaving out “Universalism” which says everyone is saved in the end, and I am 
sticking to the three main views that deal with the procurement of salvation. 

A.  Pluralism 

Pluralism asserts that all religions are equal and present equally valid paths to God. The pluralist believes that no 
religion has the exclusive truth about God and no religion is any more or less true than any other. The opposition 
we used to face was from atheism that said “no religion is true;” now the primary opposition is from pluralism 
that says “all religions are true.” Pluralism is the prevalent view in our culture. In one poll, forty-four percent of 
the respondents said that the Bible, the Koran, and the Book of Mormon are all expressions of the same religious 
truths. [On Mission Magazine, Special Issue 2003, page 9]  

Pluralism however is logically impossible. Just take the issue of salvation. How can there be different paths to 
God when they contradict each other? For instance, Buddhists believe that our problem is not sin but ignorance. 
Through meditation and obedience, we can be brought from confusion to reality. There is no true doctrine of 
salvation but nirvana (the elimination of all desire) comes from following the eight paths of Buddha. Hindus 
seek freedom from Karma through selfless deeds. Shinto has no doctrine of the afterlife, and therefore they 
believe that salvation is striving to have a healthy robust life here and now. In Islam, salvation comes by doing 
the will of Allah which is spelled out in the five pillars. Paradise instead of hell is earned by having more good 
works than bad.  

There’s no way these diverse doctrines could be simply different paths! Add to that, Christianity says salvation is 
by grace through faith in the finished work of Christ. No other religion even is remotely similar to that. In 
addition to salvation there is almost no agreement on any doctrine. Different answers are given to these basic 
questions: “Is there one God or many?” “Is this God (gods) personal or non-personal?” “Is our problem sin or 
ignorance?” “Is salvation simply living a healthy life in the here and now, restoration to God, or release from an 
endless cycle of rebirths?” “Is there a heaven or hell and what are they like?” “…it is enough to realize that if all 



the religions of the world were equally true the universe would be a cosmic madhouse!” [Erwin Lutzer, Christ Among 
Other Gods page 49] 

We simply cannot believe that there is only one God (Christianity) and also over 300,000 gods (Hinduism). We 
can’t believe that nirvana, heaven, paradise, freedom from Karma, and losing one’s identity in an impersonal 
ultimate, are all compatible doctrines. [Lutzer page 50] Still, the dominant belief in our culture is Pluralism. 

B.  Inclusivism 

Inclusivism is slightly closer to the Bible than pluralism. This view sees Jesus as the only Savior, but teaches that 
one does not have to have personal faith in Christ to be saved. Inclusivists talk much about the value of other 
religions and imply that God also reveals Himself through these other religions. Even though people in other 
religions can be saved, their salvation is procured by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross even though they never place 
their faith in Him. This view is sometimes called the “wider mercy” view. That title is based on a book by leading 
inclusivist Clark Pinnock. A good sincere Hindu or Buddhist can be saved but it is because Jesus died for them 
even though they have never by faith received Him. In other words, people can be saved by Christ through the 
channel of other religions. There are various varieties of inclusivists, but that’s a fair assessment of the majority 
belief. What it ends up being is a works salvation. A person who lacks New Testament faith can still be saved by 
certain kinds of good works. The short summary of this view is that some people are saved even though they are 
not Christians.  

C.  Exclusivism  

Exclusivism says that salvation (reconciliation with God) is exclusively by grace alone through faith alone in 
Jesus Christ alone. This means that all other religions are incomplete, misleading, and false. One of the main 
complaints against exclusivism is that it promotes hatred. That is just not true. One proponent of pluralism said, 
“I am absolutely against any religion that says that one faith is superior to another. I don’t see how that is 
anything different than spiritual racism. It is a way of saying that we are closer to God than you, and that is what 
leads to hatred.” [Jeffress, page 28]  

Certainly exclusivists can be filled with hatred. But so can the pluralists and the inclusivists! Let me hasten to say 
that exclusivism does not contradict with freedom of religion. Most exclusivists believe that it is the right of any 
individual to choose any religion or none at all without civil penalty. That does not mean however that other 
views are correct in their beliefs or that they are free from divine judgment.  

It is this Exclusivism that puts us at odds with the world. This however is the Biblical view. This is the truth and 
we must never compromise it no matter how much the world hates it and no matter the persecution that may 
result from its proclamation.  

 

II.  We Must Understand Tolerance  

Many in our culture today would say that the greatest evil is not stealing or even murder; it is intolerance. For 
example, there is a move now on college campuses to prohibit evangelical Christian groups on campus to 
“proselytize” other students. That is considered intolerance of other views. In fact, intolerance is almost seen as 
“the unpardonable sin.” Let’s examine this thing called tolerance. We must first understand that there are two 
different types of tolerance. 

A. The Old Tolerance 

When I was growing up, tolerance meant that you treat people with kindness and respect even when they are 
wrong. Tolerance also included the right to believe differently. To get a little more technical, this old tolerance 
can be defined under two categories. 

1.   Legal Tolerance – This involves the right of everyone to believe as they choose. It is for us in America 
a First Amendment right granted in our constitution. We believe that no one should be coerced to believe 
in a certain way. In other words, tolerance works its way out legally in the freedom of religion. 

2.   Social Tolerance – This is an expectation that all should be respected even if we vehemently disagree 
with them. It is acceptable to confront and engage in dialogue as to their error, but it is done with 
kindness and respect.  



 That is the old tolerance that I grew up with and was taught from childhood. This “tolerance” is not what 
the vast majority of people in our culture are referring to when they speak of tolerance.  

B.  The New Tolerance 

Since the foundational belief of today’s postmodernism is that there is no absolute truth and thus all truth is 
subjective, tolerance means that all views and religions are accepted as being true for those who hold them. 
Today, a person is guilty of intolerance when they say someone is wrong. If you have strong views and 
communicate them, you are by definition intolerant. The only exception is if your strong view is that there is 
absolute truth. The newest American right is the right to never be offended. To tell someone they are wrong in 
the area of faith or religion makes you guilty of “verbal violence.” We are told to never say or do anything that 
might offend a person in a religious minority. To sing Christmas carols in a public school or government function 
might offend a Muslim or a Jewish person – let’s outlaw them in the name of tolerance. Allan Bloom in his 
excellent book, The Closing of the American Mind said, “The purpose of education [today] is not to make 
scholars but to provide them with a moral virtue – openness” [Page 26 - Quoted in Lutzer page 30].  

We have moved from the conviction that everyone has a right to their own opinion to the notion that 
everyone’s opinion is right, unless your opinion is that others opinion is incorrect. If a Politian stands and says, 
“I believe in Jesus Christ,” he will be applauded. If he says that those who deny Christ cannot be saved, he will be 
booed. Based on the new definition, God is very intolerant.  

 

III.  We Must Understand That the Central Issue Is Truth 

The devil has been very effective in our culture in destroying the foundation (truth) and thus causing everything 
else to come crashing down. In some surveys, more than two of three adults and four of five teens believe that 
truth is relative to the individual and to circumstances. Practically all philosophers from the time of Plato 
assumed the objectivity of truth. Today, truth has become increasingly subjective. That is truth is 
“individualized.” Truth is whatever I feel it is. When the foundation of objective truth is abandoned, it is 
inevitable that the culture comes tumbling down. That is what we are observing right before our eyes.  

 

Conclusion 

Before I close, let me give you something to remember. Christianity is not true because it works (that is 
pragmatism); it is not true because it feels right (subjectivism); it is not true because it is my truth (relativism); it 
is true because it is anchored in the living Word (Christ) and the written Word (the Bible). Christianity is true 
whether or not it seems to “work,” whether or not it makes one feel good, whether or not one believes it. It is 
objective, never changing, eternal truth.  

1 Timothy 3:15b (HCSB): “…God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of 
the truth.” Don’t ever back down on the truth of Scripture that Jesus is the only way. To do so is cruel to others 
who are perishing. Don’t ever be intimidated by being called intolerant. Don’t ever let false humility make you 
feel arrogant for boldly proclaiming that Jesus is the only way to God and salvation. People’s eternal destiny is at 
stake. We must not compromise on this.  

 

 

Unless otherwise stated all Scripture quotations taken from the NASB.   
(www.lockman.org) 

 

HCSB - Scripture quotations marked HCSB are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 
1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Holman Christian Standard 
Bible®, Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers. 

 


