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There is a story told in Our Daily Bread that goes like this: A.J. 

Gordon was pastor of a church in Boston, he met a young boy in front of the 
sanctuary carrying a rusty cage in which several birds fluttered nervously. 
Gordon inquired, "Son, where did you get those birds?" The boy replied, "I 
trapped them out in the field." "What are you going to do with them?" "I'm 
going to play with them, and then I guess I'll just feed them to an old cat we 
have at home." When Gordon offered to buy them, the lad exclaimed, 
"Mister, you don't want them, they're just little old wild birds and can't sing 
very well." Gordon replied, "I'll give you $2 for the cage and the birds." 
"Okay, it's a deal, but you're making a bad bargain." The exchange was 
made and the boy went away whistling, happy with his shiny coins. Gordon 
walked around to the back of the church property, opened the door of the 
small wire coop, and let the struggling creatures soar into the blue. The next 
Sunday he took the empty cage into the pulpit and used it to illustrate his 
sermon about Christ's coming to seek and to save the lost -- paying for them 
with His own precious blood. "That boy told me the birds were not 
songsters," said Gordon, "but when I released them and they winged their 
way heavenward, it seemed to me they were singing, 'Redeemed, redeemed, 
redeemed!" The 144,000 of our passage are the redeemed people of God, 
specifically the church militant as it becomes the church triumphant. It is 
because they are redeemed that they are triumphant. The Lamb is all the 
glory in Immanuel's land. 

What we've been looking at in the past several weeks is the counterfeit 
trinity that Satan is using to deceive the people of the world. The dragon is 
the counterfeit father. The first beast is the counterfeit son, and the second 
beast is the counterfeit holy spirit. Today we look at the real thing. We see 
the one true God, all three persons of the Trinity. This God redeems His 
people. That redeemed people on earth fighting the good fight is the 144,000. 
We see the 144,000 make a glorious transition from the fight into glory. 

First, we see the Lamb. This is the real Son, of which the first beast 
was only a counterfeit. He is the true king, because He is the One Who 
stands on Mount Zion. Mount Zion stands for three things in the Old 
Testament, all of which are present here in Revelation 14. Firstly, Mount 



Zion stands for royalty. Psalm 2 says that the God of heaven will establish 
His king on Zion. It is the place of the royal throne. Here in Revelation 14, 
we see the Lamb standing with His army. He is surely the King here, the 
commander of the Lord's army. Mount Zion also stands for the true worship 
of God. In the Old Testament, it is the place to which all the nations will 
stream when they come to worship the one true God. Here in Revelation 14, 
we see antiphonal worship. God the Father speaks through the voice of the 
Holy Spirit. It is like the roar of many waters, and the sound of loud thunder, 
as verse 2 says. The 144,000 respond by singing a new song, which only 
they can know. Mount Zion is a place of worship. Thirdly, Mount Zion 
stands for safety, a place of refuge. This is true in many Psalms. It is because 
God is there that safety is there. Here in Revelation 14, they follow the 
Lamb, as it says in verse 4. That means that they are safe from the power of 
the dragon and the two beasts. Mount Zion is the place of royalty, true 
worship, and refuge.  

Although the dragon and the beasts make war on the people of God, 
there stands Jeuss Christ with His army on Mount Zion. Instead of the mark 
of the beast on their foreheads, the 144,000 have the names of Jesus and the 
Father written on their foreheads. This means that they belong to God. We 
have seen the 144,000 before, in chapter 7. It is obviously the same group of 
people here in chapter 14. What we saw there was that it is a military group, 
an army. In fact, it is the church militant, the church here on earth fighting in 
the great war against Satan and evil. The number 144,000 symbolizes the 
people of God in the Old Testament times (the 12 tribes of Israel) times the 
people of God in the New Testament times (the 12 apostles) times the 
number of completeness, 1,000: 12 X 12 X 1,000. It is not a literal number, 
but a symbolic number. We know that this is the church militant for several 
reasons. Numbering people by the thousand was a typical move of the 
military census in the times of the Old Testament. 

Secondly, verse 4 gives us a very strong clue. It says that they had not 
defiled themselves with women. Now, here we must be very careful about 
what the text does and does not say. The Old Testament background for this 
statement is that soldiers were not to engage in marital intercourse while 
they were in the season of war. They were to be focused on the business at 
hand. In other words, Revelation 14:4 is not saying that the marriage bed is 
dirty, wrong, or sinful. Let me repeat that: Revelation 14:4 is NOT saying 



that the marriage bed is dirty, wrong, or sinful. Rather, John is using the 
military commands of the Old Testament in a metaphorical way to describe 
absolute loyalty to the Lamb. Besides, this, the defilement that is in view 
here has reference to a particular woman: the prostitute of chapter 17. You 
see, if John were saying that the entire church had to be literal virgins, then 
the church would very quickly die out, except for converts. If Christians 
have no children, the church will die out! John is describing something very 
different than literal virginity. What he is saying is that this army is loyal to 
Christ, and they have not defiled themselves with the prostitute of chapter 
17. From a male perspective, it means loyalty. From a female perspective, it 
means that we are the bride of Christ. And we need both of those 
perspectives to make sense of this passage. The 144,000 are portrayed here 
as men, but only because of the military language. It does not mean to 
exclude women from the picture. The church militant has not defiled herself 
with the world. Its loyalty is to Christ. 

Why are they loyal to Christ? It is because they are redeemed. Twice 
our text mentions that the 144,000 are those who are redeemed. In verse 3, 
John says they are redeemed from the earth. That is, they are redeemed from 
the place where they were in danger. They were in physical danger from the 
dragon and the two beasts. But the Lord Jesus Christ will eventually free the 
church from that threat. We have a down-payment of that promise now, but 
we will have the fulfillment of the promise in the future. 

The immediate result of redemption, however, is worship. Verse 3 
specifically says that no one can learn the new song except those who are 
redeemed. Redemption leads to worship. Just as in the illustration with 
which we began, the songbirds sang when they were released, so also does 
the Christian sing when he is redeemed.  

This is the sense in which the 144,000 are the firstfruits. The concept 
of firstfruits is a rich one in the Bible. Here in Revelation, it could mean one 
of two things. It could mean that some people are the firstfruits, and more 
people will be added later on. Or, it could mean that some of the promises 
are fulfilled now to all of God's people, and the rest of the promises will be 
fulfilled later. I believe this second understanding fits the context better. The 
144,000 is a symbolic description of all of God's people, not just a part of it. 
Redemption, in other words, is itself the firstfruits of the great salvation that 
will be completed with the resurrection of our bodies. 



These people tell the truth. As verse 5 says, no lie was found in their 
mouths, for they are blameless. This means more than general truthfulness, 
although it certainly includes that. Specifically, this virtue is that God's 
people have told the truth about the true king. They have witnessed to the 
one true King on Mount Zion, the true King of whom the dragon is but a 
counterfeit. They have told the truth about Jesus in the face of persecution.

There are many practical things we can learn from our text here. The 
first and more important thing is whether we are redeemed. Remember, 
redemption means that Jesus has paid a price to free us from sin. The 
question before us is whether Jesus has done that for me, for each of you. 
We cannot pay the ransom price because we start out in the place of 
enslavement. And, we have nothing with which we can pay the price. Only 
Jesus Christ can pay the price. If we grab hold of that promise by believing 
in that King Jesus, then we are redeemed. Are you redeemed? And do you 
love to proclaim it? 

Redeemed people have a purity about them that cannot be shaken. We 
are not claiming that redeemed people are perfect in this life. The purity of 
which our text speaks is the purity of Christ's atoning blood, not the efforts 
of the saints themselves. It is vitally important to our Christian walk to 
recognize that the cleansing power of Christ's blood is more powerful than 
all our sins. In fact, for those who are redeemed, Christ's blood has already 
cleansed us of all our sins, past, present, and future. Therefore, we do not 
have to hesitate to come to Christ, as if we were worried that we've really 
done it this time, and that God cannot forgive us this time, or that He will 
have a much harder time forgiving us this time than last time. He is just as 
willing to forgive us this time, as He was last time, and the time before that, 
and the time before that. God wants to forgive. He delights to forgive us. 
Why? Because we are redeemed by the blood of His Son. Therefore God 
loves to forgive, and is quick and eager to forgive. Therefore, go to Him and 
repent! Come clean with God, and confess it all to Him. It is often because 
we think we are still dirty that we won't come clean with God. We know that 
we cannot come into God's presence unless we are clean. But people get 
very confused on this point. There are two washings that we talk about in the 
Christian life. There is a once for all washing that happens at the time of our 
conversion. That is the purity of which John speaks here. That once for all 
washing leads to the other kind of washing, a continual washing that is often 



and everyday. The once for all washing covers all of our sins, even the ones 
we have not committed yet. That once for all washing changes our 
relationship to God. He was our Judge, but now He is our Father. For the 
Christian, then, there is no time that we cannot come before God, because 
the Son's blood has made us clean. And that is the very ground and reason 
why we can come every day into His presence for the daily washing. Come 
and be clean. God invites you and promises you a clean slate once more. 

Of course, this will not be a get out of jail free card to do anything we 
want to do. Those people who are redeemed are redeemed to Jesus Christ. 
Our lives, therefore, will be a continual redemption after the once-for-all 
redemption. And so we become more and more like Christ over time. We are 
gradually freed from sin's tyranny over our lives. 

We often have a hesitancy about saying anything about Jesus Christ. I 
wonder what that means for our loyalties. The 144,000 are loyal to Jesus 
Christ. And if we are redeemed, we are part of that 144,000. Are we 
therefore loyal to Him? The 144,000 tell the truth about Jesus Christ, no 
matter what opposition they may face. May we have the courage and the 
faith not only to do the same, but also to recognize that God has promised an 
end to persecution. He has also promised that any persecution we experience 
will be as nothing to the glory that is about to be revealed to us. We lose 
nothing by telling others about Jesus. At least, we lose nothing that we 
should not be willing to lose! Losing the love of the world? We should 
definitely be willing to lose that! They hate us anyway. We should, of 
course, never lose our love for people, even while recognizing that we will 
lose the so-called love of the world, when we are loyal to Jesus. For it is 
what He Himself did. 

It is important not only to be loyal to Jesus, but also to tell the truth 
about Jesus. Many people tell stories about a Jesus that they have invented in 
their own minds. He is Caucasian, with beautiful, feminine blue eyes, and 
long, flowing blonde or light brown hair. He even has a bit of a halo around 
Him. He always does things that we would consider “nice.” In short, the 
Jesus that most people think they know is a Jesus with no spine. He is an 
invertebrate. Yes, Jesus came to love people. Yes, Jesus came to redeem 
people from their sins. Yes, Jesus was meek and mild on occasion. But Jesus 
can also speak with the voice of thunder and lightning, and like the sound of 
many waters, as verse 2 tells us. Jesus is capable of making a whip of cords 



and driving people out of the temple. He is capable of calling Pharisees 
“white-washed tombs” and “you brood of vipers.” Jesus was from the tribe 
of Judah, which meant He almost certainly had black hair, and black eyes, 
and relatively dark skin. His hair was not necessarily long, either. That idea 
comes from a misinterpretation of Scripture. Matthew says, according to 
some people's interpretation, that Jesus was a Nazarene. Actually, the text 
simply says that Jesus came from Nazareth. There is no indication in 
Scripture that He had long hair. I hope we can see, therefore, that it is not 
enough simply to say that Jesus saves. We must point out which Jesus 
among the many portraits out there, is the true Jesus, and which are the 
counterfeits. The Jesus of most evangelicalism is not the Jesus of the Bible. 
We must tell the truth about Jesus, not only to others, but also to ourselves. 
If you read the Bible carefully and prayerfully, you will find the real Jesus. 
And He will make you sing the great new song that no one but the redeemed 
can know and learn.      

   


