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Gospel Implications, Part 3: God's Choosing, Man's Humbling 

1 Cor 1:26-31 is our text today. Each Communion Sunday as we remember 

the gospel in the institution of Communion we've been doing a series on the 

implications of the gospel in Paul's 1st letter to the Corinthians. 1 Cor 11 is 

where Paul teaches on why and how we're to celebrate the Lord's Table in 

remembrance of Christ's body and blood; His life, death, and resurrection. 

In 1 Cor 15 Paul again reminds them of the gospel. That's where this letter 

culminates: Christ died for our sins and rose for our life. It's what Paul calls 

of first importance and says we're always to be standing in and centered on 

the gospel. 1 Cor 15 is one of the clearest gospel presentations anywhere 

and the chapters before give several clear practical applications and gospel 

implications to churches. In chapter 1, v. 10-14, we've seen how the gospel 

relates to unity, then a month ago in v. 14-18 we saw its relation to baptism.  

 

Today let's read the rest of chapter 1 to see the foolishness of the cross and 

graciousness of God's calling, or God's choosing, man's humbling (v.26-31). 

Let's start in v. 18 for the context: For the word of the cross is folly to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 

For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 

of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is 

the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 

preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 

and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according 

to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is 

low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 

things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so 

that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  

OUTLINE: 

1. God's choosing in salvation (v. 26-28) 

2. Man's humbling in salvation (v. 29-31) 
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Consider first, God's choosing in salvation (could also use word 'calling') 
 

26 For consider your calling...27 But God chose what is foolish in the world 

to shame the wise; God chose...28 God chose...[your calling is His choosing] 
 

v. 26 begins with CONSIDER-the force of the original language is ‘always 

take this truth into your consideration, think about it continually, look at it, 

keep seeing it, set your gaze here daily: God's calling and choosing you.’ 

 

CALLING in v. 26 is always used in the NT letters for the sovereign call of 

God that brings us to faith. The called is interchangeable with the saved like 

in the verse most of us know: all things work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28, the 

called are those who love God, then it explains 'those whom he predestined 

he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 

he justified he also glorified ... Who shall bring any charge against God's 

elect?'). The 'called' in Paul’s writings are all those predestined and justified 

(declared righteous by faith) who will all be glorified in heaven, the elect.  

 

Here in v. 2 the called are the saints. In v. 24 the called are in contrast to the 

world that rejects the gospel. Look at v. 23: but we preach Christ crucified, 

a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God ... Jews and Gentiles 

in general stumble over or find stupid the gospel of a crucified Christ, but in 

v. 24 there are some who are called from both Jews and Greeks, who Christ 

becomes the power of God to. The called are those saved by Christ's power. 

 

In v. 26 the called are brothers: consider your calling, brothers. In v. 27 it's 

interchanged with chosen. This calling isn't man's general invitation of the 

gospel to unbelievers who will often reject. We must share the gospel with 

all, and we don't know who God will call to salvation, our job is to proclaim 

the gospel, God's job is to save. Man can only give an external call--'believe 

the gospel'--only God's Spirit can give this inward call in salvation, calling 

us from darkness to light, from death to life, from a slave of sin to a son of 

God. Not everybody is called in that sense, v. 26 even says not many were. 

 

NOT MANY WISE - our calling clearly wasn't because God could foresee 

some wise or right choice we would make for Him. We weren't smarter than 

anybody else, that's not why we believed, it's the foolish in v. 27 God chose.  
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NOT MANY POWERFUL - this word emphasizes ability or capability. If 

we're saved, it's not because of any natural ability or capability to believe or 

be a strong part of the team. God doesn't choose us like kids choose teams, 

based on what we bring to the team, we're in v. 27-28: weak, lowly, rejects. 

 

NOT MANY NOBLE - this word emphasizes being born into a privileged 

position, the wealthy or nobility or royalty or an important family in society  

 

It's not that God doesn't choose any from those ranks, but it says not many. 

God sovereignly chooses His people differently than we do in governments 

or businesses or even professional sports, where you see the potential of a 

draft pick, a big name or big shot, and you build your team by strong smart 

players and managers, all the best. v. 26 doesn't say God never chooses to 

call people like that to His church, but when He does it's not because of any 

of those things, it's in spite of those things, it's to rescue them from all that. 

Worldly advantage or abilities can actually be liabilities in the kingdom that 

belongs to those like little children recognizing their inability, trusting God's 

 

A few hundred years ago Lady Huntington of the English nobility became a 

Christian, and she played a part in the revival that swept England. She used 

to say she was going to heaven by 1 letter. Why? v. 26 doesn't say 'not any.' 

It says 'not many noble' are called. She said 'that "m" saved my soul ... God 

blessed the little letter “m” before “any” to the salvation of my soul.' That 

little 'm' took her in, the 'm' in not many, otherwise there would be not any. 

 

Is every person chosen by God? v. 26 says not many of some groups. v. 27 

says God chose some to shame the wise and shame the strong. I am part of 

the weak God has chosen, and the foolish in the world He chose, and so are 

you if you're in Christ. In v. 28 we're part of the lowly despised or the base 

elements God chose, it even uses the word things for how the world sees us. 

 

One scholar writes 'the noun things in the neuter plural "indicate[s] a mass 

in which the individuals have so little value that they are not counted as 

distinct personalities." But those persons whom the world despises God 

chooses as his own.'1 The Wuest's Expanded Greek Translation has 'God 

selected out for himself...classes of individuals looked upon as nonentities.' 

Another translation has 'God chose...what is regarded as nothing, to set 

aside what is regarded as something' (NET), or a paraphrase says He chose 

'these “nobodies” to expose the hollow pretensions of the “somebodies.”' 
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So what's the point? 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence 

of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so 

that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  

 

That takes us from God's choosing in salvation (v. 26-28), to: 

#2. Man's Humbling in Salvation (v. 29-31) 

 

The application and response God intends by this, the reason v. 26 says we 

need to continually consider this gospel implication, God's choosing? v. 29:

  so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  
 

'When I survey the wondrous cross [of v. 18] on which the prince of glory died 

My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride 

Forbid it Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my Lord ...'2 

 

Watts also wrote: 'But few among the [worldly] wise, But few of noble race, 

Obtain the favor of thine eyes, Almighty King of Grace. 

He takes the men of meanest name For sons and heirs of God; 

And thus he pours abundant shame On honorable blood. 

He calls the fool, and makes him know The myst’ries of his grace, 

To bring aspiring wisdom low, And all its pride abase. 

Nature has all its glories lost When brought before his throne; 

No flesh shall in his presence boast, But in the Lord alone3 

 

In the context of Corinthian culture, they boasted in their worldly wisdom 

and philosophies. The strong, scholars, and scribes of v. 20 were prized, but 

weakness and foolishness and lowliness like in v. 27-28 were despised. The 

popular were those of nobility or royalty, those who could boast of powerful 

ability. Greek culture made celebrities of the types of people Paul mentions 

in these verses and Corinth had a stadium and games rivaling the Olympics 

in ancient Greece. Corinth boasted in their mighty athletes. Sound familiar? 

 

The Corinthian culture is much like the Californian culture, that’s why Ray 

Stedman suggested we could call this book ‘1st Californians.’ In our culture 

the same things are prized, and to both comes this counter-intuitive counter-

cultural gospel that turned the world upside down. It’s a gospel where meek 

people inherit the earth, where the weak are the strong, where the littlest are 

greatest, where the last are first, where the lowly are exalted, where a death 

brings life, and heaven’s king served as an earthly slave to die as a criminal. 
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Gospel implication/application in v. 29: this should make us humble 
 

The old Puritan prayer ‘Valley of Vision’ is a great prayer to help apply this 
Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly … Let me learn by paradox  

that the way down is the way up, that to be low is to be high,  

that the broken heart is the healed heart, 

   that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, 

that the repenting soul is the victorious soul, 

   that to have nothing is to possess all, 

that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, 

   that to give is to receive, that the valley is the place of vision … 

Let me find Thy light in my darkness, Thy life in my death, Thy joy in my sorrow, 

Thy grace in my sin, Thy riches in my poverty, Thy glory in my valley4 

 

That’s the paradox of the cross that v. 18 says is foolishness to the unsaved, 

but is the power of the cross to us. It doesn’t make sense to pagans, it’s folly 

in v. 23 to them, a crucified Messiah is a stumbling block to Jewish people, 

but to the called in v. 24, this gospel is God’s power and wisdom. It makes 

the unbeliever stumble, but the gospel should make every believer humble. 

It’s not because of us that we’re in Christ, v. 30 says because of him you are 

in Christ Jesus. It wasn’t our choosing or doing that brought us to salvation, 

the NASB says in v. 30 by His doing you are in Christ. It’s because of God.  

 

It’s by God’s doing and choosing in verses 27-30. It’s not that we became 

wise and righteous; it’s that by God’s doing and because of God, v. 30 says 

Christ became to us wisdom and righteousness, sanctification, redemption. 

It’s all Him, which is humbling. What did I contribute to my salvation? Sin. 

The rest, all good is of Him, from Him, thru Him, to Him be glory forever. 
 

‘I had no hope that you would own a rebel to your will 

And if you had not loved me first, I would refuse you still 

As I ran my hell-bound race [that’s my choosing, doing], indifferent to the cost, 

You looked upon my helpless state [like v. 27, the weak] and led me the cross  

[the song says it could never come from me, but Lord use me as You choose]  

And let my song forever be “My only boast is You” [just like v. 31] 

Hallelujah! All I have is Christ! Hallelujah! Jesus is my life [just like v. 30]!5 

 

That's boasting in the Lord alone, He's my life, wisdom, righteousness, my 

all in all! All I have is Christ, all I need is Christ! It’s all of, from, to Him! 

We sang 'Christ my all in all...Christ is enough for me, everything I need.'6 
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v. 26 commands us to continually consider God’s sovereign calling of us, 

how it wasn’t about us or based on us or anything in us. This is a humbling 

concept, God’s choosing of the unwise, the foolish, the ignoble, the weak, 

the lowly, the despised, the base, nobody’s--that's us, welcome to the club! 

God didn’t call many the world considers impressive and God didn’t choose 

any He was impressed with, it’s all by His grace and for His glory so we’ll 

be impressed with Jesus! It’s so we’ll find Jesus impressive and irresistible! 

 

The point of v. 29 is that there’s nothing for us to boast in, so be humble. If 

it blows your mind, this doctrine of calling and choosing, let it. Be humbled 

by it, don’t deny it, don’t fight it, you don’t have to reconcile it, recognize it 

and recognize you’re no better than anyone else, but for the grace of God. If 

you look at chapter 4, he drives that point home using the word boast again: 

 

4:7 For who sees anything different in you? [NASB ‘who regards you as 

superior?’ or another ‘what makes you so superior’? or another ‘who says 

you are better than others?’] What do you have that you did not receive? If 

then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?  

     

In the context of v. 6 he’s writing to deflate puffed up Christians. They had 

nothing good that was from in them, any good they/we have is first received 

from God, including faith itself. Paul says in Eph 1 God chose us before the 

foundation of the world, He predestined us, and then in Eph 2 he explains it 

was ‘even while we were dead in our sins, God made us alive together with 

Christ, for by grace you have been saved…through faith, and that not from 

yourselves [or ‘not your own doing’] it is the gift of God [faith is part of the 

gift of God, that’s not our own doing or not from within ourselves] so that 

no one will boast.’ Even faith you have, you received, so don’t boast as if 

you have something you didn’t receive, Paul says here, it’s all of His grace. 

 

Last application from our text: we should make much of the Lord  

 

Sovereign grace makes little of man but makes much of God, and chapter 1 

ends with calling us to boast in the Lord. We’re not left in the dust, He lifts 

us from dust to glory. This calling by God is humbling for man, but there’s 

also a glorifying of Christ we can’t miss in the text. It’s true God didn’t call 

many mighty, yes God chose from the weak, but don’t miss this: once we’re 

saved, we’re not left there helpless, we now have the mighty power of God!  
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v. 26 says He didn’t call many wise, v. 27 says God chose the foolish, but 

when God saves us, v. 30 says He doesn’t leave us unwise or foolish, Christ 

becomes wisdom to us and in us, the greatest wisdom in the universe. In v. 

28 God chooses the low and despised base elements, but then He lifts us up 

by grace, and Christ becomes our exalted righteousness and sanctification in 

v. 30, so we’re set apart for His high purpose. He chose what the world saw 

as nothing and of no value in v. 28, and in v. 30 we have the redemption of 

Christ, through His blood that’s of infinite worth for those valued in Christ. 

We boast in the Lord in v. 31 because of what we were and are by His grace 

 

6:9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 

adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the 

greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom 

of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified [saved] in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ… 

  

Such were some of you people in our church, too. Everything on that list, I 

know of some who were involved in some level, the swindling I don’t know 

of personally, but probably that one, too, might have been you. We’ve had 

members with a past in prison, same-sex attraction or activity repented of, a 

couple once in divorce proceedings now reconciled, an abortion repented of, 

former racists and feminazis, ladies who’ve struggled with fantasy lust like 

even more men have, some formerly in cults, some once involved in occult 

things, a few conceived or born out of wedlock, at least one by prostitution.  

 

Don’t ask me who those are, but just know that’s no longer who they are, 

that’s what some were. We're not defined by our past, we're delivered from 

it by a transforming gospel. Churches aren't museums for us who have it all 

together, churches are hospitals for those who know they don’t and are sick 

of their sin. I want to close by playing a clip from a church, many of us have 

seen it before, but it gives some real life example expressions as I conclude: 

     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmDzH86BvPg  

                                                 
1 Simon Kistemaker, 1 Corinthians, p. 63, citing Godet. 
2 Isaac Watts, "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross." 
3 Isaac Watts, “But Few Among the Carnal Wise,” The Psalms and Hymns of Isaac Watts. 
4 http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2010/01/30/the-valley-of-vision/  
5 Jordan Kauflin, “All I Have is Christ.”  
6 Hillsong, "Christ is Enough." 
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