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Message #3                                                                                                                  Joshua 1:1-9 
 
In 1885, a young 14-year-old boy heard a message on the grace of God and trusted Jesus Christ 
as his Savior.  At age 17, he left home to attend a college to study music.  It was at this school 
where he met his wife and when he married her at age 25, he became a travelling evangelist for 
the next seven years.   
 
At age 32, something happened that would change his life.  He met the great Bible teacher and 
pastor, C. I. Scofield, and he would spend the next 18 years learning from him.  At age 53, he 
decided to start a school in Dallas, Texas.  He called it the “Evangelical Theological College.”  
But eventually he changed the name to “Dallas Theological Seminary.”  His charter class had 13 
students.  God blessed this man and He blessed his school.  His name was Lewis Sperry Chafer. 
 
But something happened at age 64; Dr. Chafer had his first heart attack.  He recovered from it 
and observed a careful regimen until age 74, when another heart attack hit him from which he 
never did fully recover.  Three years later, at age 78, he had a third heart attack and finally, at age 
81, God took him home.  He died peacefully in Seattle after a long and wonderful and impacting 
life for God.  When Dr. Chafer died, many wondered if the school would survive. 
 
In 1931, some four years before Dr. Chafer had his first heart attack, a young man traveled from 
Chicago to Dallas to go to Dr. Chafer’s school.  He had trusted Jesus Christ in High School and 
he and his parents faithfully were involved in their local church, Cicero Bible Church in 
Chicago.  This young man wanted to be a missionary and thought he was headed to China or 
India.  While he was at Dallas, he was given the opportunity to function as the school’s registrar 
and to help Dr. Chafer in the teaching of theology.  For nine years this young man faithfully 
served Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer and became his assistant.  He served seven years as Dr. Chafer’s 
assistant and when Dr. Chafer died, Dr. John Walvoord became the second President of the 
school.  God had prepared his own replacement and the school did survive and was blessed by 
God. 
 
Now those stories really illustrate the beginning story of the book of Joshua.  Moses had been the 
key leader of Israel, but Moses died and the children of Israel were wondering and weeping 
(Deut. 34:5, 8).  The children of Israel had come to the end of their Promised Land and now their 
great leader was gone.  What would happen to them?  What did God have in mind?  Who could 
lead them?  God’s answer was Joshua.  Joshua was God’s man to take Israel to the next level of 
blessing.  God’s people needed to follow God’s leader and God’s leader was Joshua.  There is a 
great principle to see here: 
 
WHEN A GREAT, FAITHFUL LEADER OF GOD IS GONE, GOD W ILL RAISE UP 
HIS CHOICE LEADER; AND IF THE PEOPLE WILL STAY FOCU SED ON THE 
WORD OF GOD AND DOING THE WILL OF GOD, THEY WILL SE E GOD LEAD 
THEM TO GREAT VICTORY. 
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The opening words of verse 1 are important–“Now it came about after the death of Moses…”.   
What these words tell us is that this book is a continuation of the Deuteronomy narrative that 
ends with the death of Moses (Deut. 34:7).  According to Deuteronomy 34:8, the people had 
mourned for 30 days. 
 
When Moses died the people were sad, empty and hurting.  They did not know what would 
happen to them.  Life needed to go on.  The work of God needed to continue.  God’s people die, 
but God does not die.  Sometimes the life of a servant of God comes to an end, but the program 
of God does not come to an end.  Israel needed someone to lead them and God had someone 
in mind and that someone was Joshua.  When a great leader dies, the successor may not be as 
gifted as the predecessor.  But, A. There is leadership; B. There is God’s Word; C. There is God. 
 
Now there are two main historical facts brought out in these opening verses: 
 
HISTORICAL FACT #1 –  God selects Joshua.  1:1 
 
Joshua did not push or shove or manipulate himself into this leadership role; God put him in it. 
Moses was the servant of the LORD, which means he held a prestigious position in the sight of 
God.  It is obvious from this context that Joshua was God’s choice to replace Moses. 
 
No other man on earth, no other man from Israel was God’s choice to replace Moses.  Joshua 
was God’s only choice and had Israel followed any other leader she would not have experienced 
the blessings of God.   
 
Now the book opens with an emphasis on Moses being the servant of the LORD.  This is 
important because Moses was well aware of who his replacement would be.  In fact, we may 
make five key Biblical observations: 
 
Biblical Observation #1 - God revealed His choice of Joshua to Moses.  Num. 27:15-18 
 
Biblical Observation #2 - God revealed His choice of Joshua to the priest.  Num. 27:19a 
 
Biblical Observation #3 - God revealed His choice of Joshua to the people.  Num. 27:19b-20 
 
Biblical Observation #4 - God revealed His confirmation of Joshua.  Num. 27:21 
 
The Urim was an O.T. method of consulting Jehovah to determine His will in key matters 
pertaining to Israel.  This is a major matter in Israel’s history. 
 
Biblical Observation #5 - God reinforced His choice of Joshua through Moses.  
                                              Deut. 31:1-8; 34:9 
 
Moses was not left in the dark as to the one who would replace him.  God certainly revealed this 
to Moses and Moses did everything he could to set the stage for Joshua’s leadership. 
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No matter how great the man or how big the task, God’s work does not depend on one man.  God 
had Joshua in the wings to take over for Moses.  The key is to recognize who God’s choice is 
and then follow that leader.  Just because a great leader is gone does not mean God’s program 
and blessings must stop. 
 
This principle is also true in the N.T. Grace Age.  When Paul wrote his letter to the Corinthians, 
he knew that Timothy could have a great ministry with them (I Cor. 16:11).  When Paul wrote to 
the Philippians, he named Timothy and said, “I have no one else of kindred spirit who will 
genuinely be concerned for your welfare” (Phil. 2:19-20).  It is obvious that Timothy was God’s 
man to carry on Paul’s teaching and Paul was very much aware of that. 
 
The principle of consulting God’s faithful leader is a principle that is being lost.  We have 
lowered our search for ministry replacements to resumes and questionnaires.  In many instances 
selecting a minister is like some business deal of the secular world. 
 
When Mr. Miles announced he was going to retire, some on the board started to take things out 
of his hands and take them into their own hands.  In many ways they left him out.  The end 
result, the blessings of God stopped and the school is gone. 
 
I recently read an article written by a faculty member of a school I respect that seemed to suggest 
that the diploma you earned from the school is what really qualified you to be a professional 
minister.  Now I do not want to minimize theological education.  I am for it.  But Joshua was not 
some classroom professional.  He was a military man who had been faithful to Moses.  Joshua 
had one thing none of the other people had–he was God’s choice. 
 
Nothing will replace the gifts and callings of God.  We are losing sight of this.  Faithfulness to 
God and to God-ordained leaders is still a formula God uses in raising up His replacements. 
 
HISTORICAL FACT #2 –  God speaks to Joshua.  1:2-9 
 
God immediately started revealing things to Joshua.  There were five messages God gave him: 
 
Joshua Message #1 - Cross the Jordan to the land.  1:2 
 
This is a “formidable command” and this is an official Divine commission.  Getting across the 
Jordan River would be no simple task.  Some areas of the Jordan are more than 100 feet deep.  
This is a fast moving river and, according to Joshua 3:15, the river was swollen, at a very high 
level. 
 
I have stood on the Salmon and Snake Rivers in Idaho and if you tried to cross it, you would 
literally risk your life and probably would not make it.  This was a daunting first command. 
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Joshua Message #2 - The land is yours.  1:3-4 
 
The Promised Land is a gift from God to His people.  In fact, the emphasis of verse 3 in connec-
ting this back to Moses is that God has Divinely decreed this gift to His people. 
 
The promise of God to take Israel to the land actually began with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3), but it 
began with Israel as a nation through Moses (Ex. 3:8, 17; 6:4, 8; 23:23, 27, 31; 34:11).  This is 
not some new novel idea to give Israel this land; this is part of a covenantal promise God made 
with Israel. 
 
God always fulfills what He says He is going to do.   
 
Now in verse 4, we are given the actual boundaries of the Promised Land territory that Israel is 
to possess.  They are listed in perfect harmony with Genesis 15:18; Deut. 1:7; 11:24.  This must 
have been a staggering thing for Joshua to hear.   
 
To Joshua’s left was the wilderness and distant southern boundary.  To the north was Lebanon.  
To the far east was the Euphrates.  To the west was the Mediterranean Sea and to the far north 
was Turkey.  This is a lot of land.  In between these boundaries is land Joshua is supposed to 
take.  Joshua must have wondered at this assignment.  The command is take all the land and live 
in it, not just look at it.  Exodus 23:29-30–God would do this over time, not overnight. 
 
During the days of David and Solomon, Israel controlled the most portion of the land she has 
ever controlled, but she has never yet to this day controlled all the dimension of the land given in 
Joshua 1:4.   
 
Joshua Message #3 - No enemy will be able to stop you.  1:5 
 
When Joshua learned about how much land he was supposed to take, it would intimidate any-
body.  So God says some powerful words that are designed to encourage and reassure Joshua.   
This is critical.  God communicates four great personal messages to Joshua: 
 
(Personal Message #1) - No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life.  1:5a 
 
This is a promise from God to Joshua for His protection.  God would be Joshua’s personal body 
guard. 
 
(Personal Message #2) - I will be with you like I was with Moses.  1:5b 
 
The fact that God would elevate Joshua to the same status of Moses is major.  God did amazing 
things with and through Moses.  He did miraculous things and He is promising the same kind of 
things for Joshua. 
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(Personal Message #3) - I will not fail you.  1:5c 
 
The emphasis of this particular Hebrew word is that God will not stop supporting and propping 
up Joshua (William Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 81). 
 
(Personal Message #4) - I will not forsake you.  1:5d 
 
God is promising Joshua He will not ever leave, abandon, desert or cease from being his God.  
The writer of Hebrews connects this to the church–Heb. 13:5. 
 
Joshua Message #4 - Be strong and courageous.  1:6, 7, 9 
 
Joshua needs to set an example of being a strong and courageous leader.  Now this is not saying 
he should be an obnoxious leader.  He should be strong and courageous.   
 
It will take strong and courageous leadership to bring Israel into the land and to give the 
Promised Land to Israel. 
 
The actual word “possession” is a word that indicates that Israel has a legal claim to this land. 
It does belong to her and it will take strong and courageous leadership to take it. 
 
Joshua Message #5 - Victory and success depend on obedience to the Word of God.  1:7-8 
 
God drives home a critical factor of strong and courageous leadership–know and obey the Word 
of God.  Strong and courageous leadership without a focus on God and His Word will not bring 
about the results God wants. 
 
If God’s people want success, this is what they must do.  They must keep their focus on God and 
His Word and if they will do that, God says you will have success and I will make your way 
prosperous. 
 
This is a key to happiness.  This is the key to success.  This is the key to victory. 
 
However, verse 9 is clear that if God’s people will purpose to know and obey His Word, they 
can be strong and courageous.  They do not need to fear anything because God will be with them 
wherever they go. 
 
This is a lesson we all need to learn. 


