
THE GRAND FINALE
PART 1

Scripture Reference: Revelation 1
Focus Text: Revelation 1

I. INTRODUCTION
A. The church has been waiting for 2000 years for the

return of Jesus Christ.
1. In the upper room Jesus comforted his disciples

after telling them He would be going away, and
they would not be able to go with him with these
word:
a. “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe

in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also.” (John 14:1–3)

2. On the Mount of Olives as the disciples looked
stedfastly toward heaven as Jesus ascend up into
the cloud, two men stood by them in white
apparel and said:
a. “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up

into heaven?  This same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.”



3. The delay has been long but it will not go on for
ever.

B. The Grand Finale Is Coming!
1. What a finale it is going to be!
2. The old world is headed for and ending.
3. Jesus is coming again!
4. Jesus is coming again and the completion of

God’s eternal plan of salvation will take place.

C. Our study of the storyline of the scriptures bring us to
the last chapter in the story today.
1. Our subject this morning is: The Grand Finale

Transition: Our study this morning and evening will be in the
book of the Revelation.

I would like to begin by considering some general details about
the last book in the scriptures.

II. THE BOOK OF REVELATION
A. The Date

1. The traditional date of 95 or 96 AD is consider to
be the date when the book was written.

2. This would place the writing of the book during
the reign of Domitian, who persecuted both Jews
and Christians.

3. Tradition says that under Domitian the apostle
John was banished to Patmos.



B. The Author
1. The Apostle John is the human author of the

book.
2. The evidence for this is based:

a. First, on the fact that four times the writer
calls himself by the name John.
(1) Revelation 1:1,4,9; 22:8

b. Second, the evidence of John the Apostle
being exiled on the Isle of Patmos.
(Revelation 1:9)
(1) “I John, who also am your brother, and

companion in tribulation, and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for
the word of God, and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ.” 

(2) There is good historical evidence to
support this claim.
(a) Clement of Alexandria refers to

the Apostle John as returning from
the Isle of Patmos.

C. The Interpretation 

There are four approaches which have been used in
the interpretation of the book.

1. The first approach is: The preterist view.
a. This way of interpretation focuses on the

events that happened when the book was



written, which would have all ben known by
the first readers.  There is no need to look
for any detailed revelation in this book
about for our time.

2. The second approach is: The historic view.
a. This way of interpretation sees Revelation as

one long outline of history, from the first
century to today culminating in the second
advent.

3. The third approach is: The futurist view.
a. This way of interpretation ignores all

possible historical allusions and teaches that
the book refers only to the end times.

4. The fourth approach is: The symbolic view.
a. This sees symbols in every passage.  They

can be interpreted without any reference to
world history.

D. The Character & Subject

The character and subject of the book is given to us in
the first chapter of the book.

1. It is a “Revelation”

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave
unto him, to shew unto his servants things which
must shortly come to pass; and he sent and



signified it by his angel unto his servant John:”
(Revelation 1:1)
a. The word “revelation” is the Greek word:

apokalypsis.
b. This tells us the character of this book.
c. It is the unveiling of that which would

otherwise be concealed.
d. The word “apokalypsis” a disclosure, a

revealing, taking off the cover.

2. It is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
a. The Revelation is about Jesus Christ. (Verse

1)

3. It is The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him, to shew unto his servants.
a. It was imparted or communicated to Jesus

Christ to give.
b. It was given to him by God to shew or

reveal unto his servants.

4. It is “The Revelation” unto his servants of  things
which must shortly come to pass.

5. It is “The Revelation” of  things revealed unto
John.
a. The things which are, the things which shall

be hereafter.
b. “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and,

behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and



have the keys of hell and of death. Write the
things which thou hast seen, and the things
which are, and the things which shall be
hereafter;” (Revelation 1:18–19)

c. What I would have you take note of here in
verses 18 - 19 is:
(1) The Revelation given: The One which

John sees is: Jesus Christ - Risen and
exalted.

6. To summarize: The character of the book is a
revealing of things present and the things which
shall be hereafter. This revealing has at the
center: The Magnifying of God in Jesus Christ 

E. The Purpose
1. It is for the encouragement of God’s people.

a. Note verse 3
b. It was first and foremost for the

encouragement God’s people in that day.
2. It is for the purpose of setting before us what is

yet to come to pass.
a. Note again verse 19
b. John is told to write the things which he has

seen and the things which are, and the things
which shall be hereafter.

III. THE REVELATION 
A. Chapter 1

1. The Risen Exalted Son of God in the midst of his
churches is set before us.



2. Revelation 1:9-13; 18-20

B. Chapters 4 & 5
1. Revelation 4:1-6; 9-11
2. Revelation 5:1-10; 

IV. THE JUDGMENT
A. Revelation chapters 6 through 19 describes

tribulations here on the earth.

B. Revelation 17 & 18 tells of the fall of Babylon the
Great, the Mother of harlots and abominations of the
earth.
1. Revelation 17:1-8
2. Revelation 18:1-8

C. Revelation 19 - We have the Alleluia Chorus, and The
Coming of the Faithful and True One
1. Revelation 19:1-10
2. Revelation 19:11-14

D. Revelation 20 - The Great White Throne Judgement.
1. Revelation 20:11-15

V. CONCLUSION
A. I would close by asking you the question: Where are

you in the picture?



THE GRAND FINALE
PART II

Scripture Reading: Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-21
Focus Text: Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-21

I. INTRODUCTION
A. This morning in our study we considered:

1. The Book of Revelation - General information
about it.

2. The Revelation or unveiling up to the time of the
Great White Throne Judgement.

B. Tonight, our study brings us to the last two chapters of
the book.
1. In these last two chapters of the book we have:

a. The Unveiling of the New Heavens & New
Earth

b. The Unveiling of the New Jerusalem
c. The Unveiling of the New Temple

Transition: Let us consider first:

II. NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH
A. John tell us in verse 1 of chapter 21:

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there
was no more sea.”



1. Jesus said while He was here: “Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away.” (Matthew 24:35)

2. Peter writes in his second epistle: “But the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the
which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein
shall be burned up.” (1 Peter 3:10)

3. Peter goes on to write:  “Seeing then that all these
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” (2 Peter 3:11–13)

4. We are told in Isaiah:
a. “For, behold, I create new heavens and a

new earth: And the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.” (Isaiah
65:17)

B. The word for “new” in both the Old and New
Testament passages mean: “New in respect of
freshness” rather than “new with respect to existence.”
1. Paul writes about creation standing on tiptoes



waiting for the revelation of the sons of God.
2. “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present

time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. For the
earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the
manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature
was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by
reason of him who hath subjected the same in
hope, Because the creature itself also shall be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. For we
know that the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now. And not
only they, but ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit,
the redemption of our body.” (Romans 8:18–23)

3. Not only will there be a new heaven and new
earth but those who dwell here will have new
bodies
a. Bodies free from corruption.
b. Again though it is not new with respect to

freshness.
c. It will an immortal body.

(1) “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption. Behold, I shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, In a moment, in



the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on
immortality. So when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality,
then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up
in victory.” (1 Corinthians 15:50–54)

III. NEW JERUSALEM
A. John tells us next in verse 2:

“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.”

1. What a sight!
2. What a strange sight!

a. Have you ever seen a city prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband?

b. This is definitely symbolic language.
3. Note verse 3 - “Tabernacle of God is with men”

a. John 1:14
b. The words: “He will dwell with them, and

they shall be his people and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God”



B. In verse 9 -11 John tell us:

“And there came unto me one of the seven angels
which had the seven vials full of the seven last
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I
will shew thee the bride, the lamb’s wife.  And he
carried me away in the spirit to a great and high
mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal.”

1. Here the city is spoken of as “the bride, the
lamb’s wife”.

2. It is the Holy Jerusalem descending out of heaven
from God.

3. I would draw your attention to something rather
interesting.  It is a contrast.
a. Revelation 17:1
b. Revelation 21:9

4. Why is the city spoken of as “the bride, the
lamb’s wife”?

IV. NEW TEMPLE
A. I would draw your attention to verse 3 again.



“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and
God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”

B. I would also draw your attention to verse 22

“And I saw no temple therein; for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.”

C. Character of this city
1. Holy. 
2. Undefiled
3. Glorious (Verse 23)

V. CONCLUSION
A. I would close by reading the first six verse of chapter

22.

B. We shall see the King One Day In All Of His Glory.
1. Abraham desired and look for better county, an

heavenly one, for a city whose builder and ruler
is God.

2. What about you?


