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Jesus is the Man/God We Can Trust 

Colossians 1:15–23 

August 31, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon: True Life/Glory 

1. We love to share glory moments 
2. Where to find true life/glory 

1 Timothy 6:17–19 (NLT) 
17

 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be 

proud and not to trust in their money, which is so 

unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly 

gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 
18

 Tell them to 

use their money to do good. They should be rich in 

good works and generous to those in need, always 

being ready to share with others. 
19

 By doing this they 

will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation 

for the future so that they may experience true life.  

 
B. God Gives Purpose & Progress 

2 Peter 1:3 (My paraphrase) 
God by His own power has given us everything we 

need for life and godliness through the knowing 

Him…  

 

Hebrews 11:6 
6
 And without faith it is impossible to please [God], 

for whoever would draw near to God must believe 

that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  

Key Idea 

Do we believe that we will find what we really need in 

Jesus? Do we believe that true delight can only be 

found in Him? Can Jesus be trusted? 

C. Paul’s Answer to Shaky Faith 
1. Prayer of thanksgiving 
2. Prayer for God’s blessing… 
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Colossians 1:9–14 
9
 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased 

to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, 
10

 so as to walk in a manner worthy of 

the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every 

good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
11

 

May you be strengthened with all power, according to 

his glorious might, for all endurance and patience 

with joy, 
12

 giving thanks to the Father, who has 

qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in light. 
13

 He[Who] has delivered us from the domain 

of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, 
14

 in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins.  

 

II. The Son’s Pre-eminence Hymn 
A. In Creation (v. 15–17) 

Colossians 1:15–17 
15

 He [Who] is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. 
16

 For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created through him and 

for him. 
17

 And he is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together.  

 

Psalm 89:27  
27

 And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of 

the kings of the earth.  

 
The so-called “laws of nature” have no independent existence. 
They are the expression of his will. And because he delights in 
order and not in confusion it is possible to speak of laws. 1 

 

B. In Redemption (v. 18–20) 

                                                 
1
 Hendriksen, W., & Kistemaker, S. J. (1953–2001). Exposition of Colossians 

and Philemon (Vol. 6, p. 70). Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 
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Colossians 1:18–20 
18

 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is 

the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 

everything he might be preeminent. 
19

 For in him all 

the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20

 and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 

his cross.  

 
Firstborn [arche {ar-khay'} 1) beginning, origin 2) the person or 
thing that commences, the first person or thing in a series, the 
leader 3) that by which anything begins to be, the origin, the 
active cause] 2 

 

Colossians 2:9 
9
 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells 

bodily… 

 

III. You are Reconciled If… 
A. You Have Been Reconciled! 

Colossians 1:21–23 
21

 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in 

mind, doing evil deeds, 
22

 he has now reconciled in 

his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 

holy and blameless and above reproach before him… 

1. Alienated & hostile… 
2. Peace… 
3. Fit for God’s/Jesus’ presence… 

 

B. “If indeed you continue in the faith …” 

Colossians 1:23 
23

 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable [having 

been grounded] and steadfast, not shifting from the 

hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 

proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which 

I, Paul, became a minister.  

                                                 
2
 Strongs. 746 
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IV. Summary & Application 
Psalm 37:1-9 
1
  Fret not yourself because of evildoers; 

  be not envious of wrongdoers!  
2
  For they will soon fade like the grass  

  and wither like the green herb.  

 
3
  Trust in the Lord, and do good;  

  dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.  
4
  Delight yourself in the LORD,  

  and he will give you the desires of your heart.  

 
5
  Commit your way to the LORD;  

  trust in him, and he will act.  
6
  He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,  

  and your justice as the noonday.  

 
7
  Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;  

  fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,  

  over the man who carries out evil devices!  

 
8
  Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!  

  Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.  
9
  For the evildoers shall be cut off,  

  but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.  

 

Key Idea 

True delight, purpose and security are all, only found 

in Jesus the creator, sustainer and savior of all 

creation. 

 


