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All of these Old Testament individuals were justified by faith as
Abraham was (Romans 4 and Psalm 32).

The relationship between “kingdoms” in Scripture

Prophets - the restoration - Theology

Introduction

Along with the Messianic kingdom a major theme of the prophets is
the restoration of Israel to her former glory and actually to a much
greater glory. This is referred to as “the restoration” because 1) Israel
entirely fell from national stature, lost all of its land, and her people
were scattered among the Gentile nations, especially Assyria, Baby-
lon and Egypt, 2) There are numerous promises made through the
prophets that the Lord will restore Israel to her former glory. Many of
these are given prior to the fall of Jerusalem in 586. Jeremiah 27:22

and 29:14 are typical.

If you desire me to defend one view regarding the restoration and
vanquish all others in this study you are going to be disappointed. My
goal is to help you understand - in some measure - the various views
which have been advocated and encourage you to evaluate them
yourselves. This does not mean that I will remain neutral. I will men-
tion which understanding I think is best and provide some reasons for
this. I will also point out some unresolved weakness or difficulties in
the view I hold. I will be more dogmatic about the past and the pres-
ent in regard to Christ’s reign and Israel’s status than details regarding
the future.

Perhaps a good way to start is to consider one major restoration prom-
ise from each of the major writing prophets beginning with Jeremiah.
As we study the restoration promises we give special attention to the
following questions: 

1. References to the Messiah, David, and the Son of David. When is
the Davidic throne restored and the reign of David’s Son begun?

2. Under what covenant will this restoration of Israel take place?
When is the New Covenant made with Israel?

3. Notice the spiritual character of restored Israel.

4. How should we understand the restoration of Mosaic covenant
ordinances (offerings, priests, Levites, festivals, etc.)?

5. How should we understand the physical aspects of the restoration
and the land promise? The Lord never leaves this out.

6. References to the participation of Gentiles in the restoration and
what role they will fulfill. When are the Gentiles coming in?
When and how do they see Israel’s restored glory?

7. How do the restoration promises relate to the return of some Isra-
elites from Babylon led by Ezra and Nehemiah?

8. How does the New Testament relate the Restoration to Christ’s
first and second comings?

We will return to these questions after considering the three passages.

Restoration passages - Jeremiah 30-33

The kingdom of God - rule over all nations - Daniel 4:3, 32

Judah
Israel

The Theocratic Kingdom

The believing Remnant - Rom. 11:4

Messianic Kingdom2 

Millennium1

B E

1 However one defines the millennium it occurs within this time frame.

B - The beginning (Genesis 1:1)
E - The end (Revelation 11:15, 20:11-15)

Kingdoms / nations

Rev. 11:15

2 I understand all references in the gospels to the “kingdom of God” and
“kingdom of heaven” to be referring to the Messianic Kingdom. 
Inaugurated at Christ’s first coming, consummated at His second coming

This age
The age
to come

Eternal

Eternal

The last 

* Acts 2:17, Heb. 1:1-3

Days*
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These prophecies were given during Zedekiah’s reign, 

30:3 - the Lord bringing back Israel and Judah. Israel (north) went
into the Assyrian captivity 122 years earlier than Judah.

30:8-9 - “his yoke” immediate reference Nebuchadnezzar, future ref-
erence? The foreign yokes removed, Davidic throne restored, the peo-
ple of Israel serving David (again).

30:10 - future security for Israel

30:12-17 - Israel will go into captivity because of her sins. All this is
said before the fall of Jerusalem. Nevertheless the plunderers will
themselves be judged in the future.

30:33, 31:1 - the covenant relationship restored (note Hosea’s earlier
prophecies of the “divorce” - “not my people”).

31:5 makes it clear that the northern Jews are involved in this restora-
tion and their land - i.e. Samaria.

31:7 the Lord always saves a remnant of Israel, and I would say that
this here refers to a remnant of ethnic Israel. some of Abraham’s
physical descendants will always be among the people of God and
members of the messianic kingdom.

31:14 describe the spiritual character of the restored people - they are
satisfied with the Lord’s goodness and do not think their blessings
have come from the baals or the queen of heaven! (add refs.)

31:15 the present situation - Rachel was an ancestress of the northern
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh and of Benjamin in the south. Ramah
was the location the deportees were gathered before their deportation
to Babylon.

31:31-36 the new covenant with the house of Israel and Judah. The
divided monarchy is still a very real matter when these prophecies are
given. Note the spiritual character of the members of the new cove-
nant.

31:38-40 is especially where understanding the future becomes some-
what difficult - at least for me.

32:1 the siege began in the ninth year. All of chapters 30-33 on the
restoration came before the fall of Jerusalem.

32:1-25 - Why in the world buy a field when the city and the land are
given into the hands of the Babylonians?! Jeremiah’s prayer, 32:17.

32:26-44 - God’s answer. The character of the renewed people, 32:36-
41. 

32:42-44 the restoration of the land, much of our modern controver-
sies center around how to understand the land aspects of the restora-
tion.

33:1-9 the city will be destroyed but there will be a restoration. 33:8
the spiritual character of the people.

33:14-22 the Messiah, restored worship. The restored worship of
these promises is a matter of major discussion as to how we ought to
understand this - at least for those who believe that Jesus is the Mes-
siah spoken of here. Who are these Levites?

33:23-26 the Lord is offended at those who say He will not fulfill His
promises to David and Abraham.

Possible options regarding when restoration 
promises are fulfilled

Second 

Restoration
promises

Ezra 

coming

NT Church /
Messianic 
kingdom?

millennium?

return
Nehemiah

DT? DT? DT?
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Restoration passages - Ezekiel 36-37

These prophecies were given after the fall of Jerusalem.

36:1-15 - the prophecy to the mountains of Israel (land). Notice the
motive for this prophecy (vs. 2), the nations have come to false con-
clusions regarding the land. They’ve concluded that Israel will never
again posses the land - which would mean the Abrahamic covenant
had failed.

36:16-23 - the Lord, who intends to restore (re-gather) Israel, makes it
clear He is not doing this for their sake, but to “cleanse” His name
which they had profaned amongst the nations. Israel’s behavior terri-
bly misrepresented the Lord to the nations.

36:24-32 - Israel will be spiritually transformed and restored to the
land. I understand this prophecy to be parallel to Jeremiah’s New
Covenant prophecy. The new covenant isn’t explicitly named, but
verse 28 can only be a reference to the New Covenant.

36:33-38 - the cities and ruins will be rebuilt. The desolate land will
become like the Garden of Eden. The nations will now get a correct
view of the Lord. The Israelites will multiply greatly and they shall
know that I am the Lord.

37:1-11 - the deadness of the whole house of Israel. The vision is in
response to the people despairing while in captivity, saying our bones
are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off! (11). Again we
see the pattern: the Lord knows someone is saying there is no future
for Israel so He sends another restoration promise/prophecy.

37:12-15 - The Lord is planning on performing a massive ressurec-
tion of Israel and settling them back in the land.

37:16-23 - The scandal of the divided kingdom will be healed, never
to occur again.

37:24-28 - David will reign over them and they shall be an obedient
people. The Lord will establish them in a covenant of peace which
will be everlasting. I understand this to be the New Covenant. It is
everlasting as opposed to the Mosaic covenant. They will dwell in the
land that was given to Jacob and the Lord’s sanctuary and dwelling
place with be among them forever.

Restoration passages - Isaiah 60-62

60:1-3 -The “you” here is either Israel or Jerusalem - see verse 14.
The Gentiles will come to the light of Israel.

60:5-14 - the wealth of the nations will be given to Israel. Verses 11-
12 remind us of Psalm 2.

60:15-22 - the glory of the city - the Lord is their light - all the people
shall be righteous.

61:1-3 - the “proclaimer” here is un-named but on the basis of other
prophecies throughout Isaiah the believing Jews would have under-
stood that this personage is the Messiah. Jesus leaves us in no doubt
that He knows Himself to be this personage (Luke 4:16-20). His
preaching the gospel to Israel is the beginning of the fulfillment of
this promise. The spiritual character of the people is indicated with
the figure that they will be called “trees of righteousness”.

61:4-8 - the Gentiles who once oppressed Israel will now serve her.
They will be her plowmen and vine dressers. But the Israelites will be
priests to the Lord. The Gentiles will acknowledge the great blessing
from the Lord which has come upon Israel.

61:9-11 - the nations will acknowledge that the Lord has blessed
Israel, His people. The rejoicing of God’s people is expressed in verse
10 and the Lord will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.

62:1-7 - Zion is the place where the Lord has chosen to dwell. It is
often used as a synonym with Jerusalem. The nations will see the
glory of this new Jerusalem and the city will become a place of the
Lord’s delight and no longer be forsaken. Compare this to what the
Lord said of it in Jeremiah 32:31, For this city has been to Me a prov‐
ocation of My anger and My fury from the day that they built it, even
to this day; so I will remove it from before My face. 

62:8-12 - the Lord takes an oath that Jerusalem will be gloriously
restored. There is discussion as to whether these chapters of Isaiah
were given prior to 586 or sometime during the captivity. Either way,
they are given when the city’s future looked very grim indeed.
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Eight questions regarding the restoration and regathering.

Having reviewed three major restoration passages we will now return
to the eight questions mentioned above. As we consider these ques-
tions we will depend on the New Testament to help us answer them.
This approach may be debatable but we think it is sound that our faith
and understanding should reflect the faith and understanding of the
Apostles and the New Testament Church which had received the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Of course the NT passages include rev. 20!

Perhaps one of the most contested issues is the “when” regarding the
restoration, when does it begin? when is the restoration in full bloom?
My approach to the “when” questions is to seek to establish first
when the Davidic throne is restored and when the New Covenant with
Israel is made. We should answer these questions from Scripture and
not by trying to associate present day events of the last century with
specific Bible prophecies. We will use the New Testament’s record
and understanding of the events of Jesus’s life to answer the when
questions.

In regard to the “when” questions there is a problem using English
“then” to translate the Hebrew particle conjunction  ְו in some proph-
ecy passages. The Hebrew conjunction has a wide range of meanings
(the HALOT lexicon lists 30 uses!) - and, so, then, when, now, or, but,
that - to name the most common. “Then” in certain passages implies
too strong of an immediate time sequence with what proceeds in the
context, see Eze. 37:24-25 NKJV as an example and notice later
translations leave  ְו un-translated or translate it with “and” - indicating
there’s more that will occur but not implying an immediate sequence.
Notice that “then” is an appropriate translation in 37:11 and most
English version use “then” in 37:11.

When does David’s reign over Israel resume?

We have seen that prophecies concerning both the Messianic king-
dom (see above) and the restoration of Israel refer to David, or a son
of David, again reigning over Israel. This reign has been referred to as
the restoration of the Davidic throne. This restoration is promised in
the Davidic Covenant.

Luke 1:30-33 - the synoptic gospels begin by declaring that the Son

of David, the Messiah, has arrived. Jesus is identified as the person
who will be occupy the Davidic throne forever. See Matt. 1:1, Mk 1:1

Acts 2:25-36 - Jesus has been made both Lord and Christ, fulfilling
the oath to David that one of his descendants would sit on his throne.

Acts 3:18-26 - They are living in the “days” when what the prophets
proclaimed is being fulfilled. This was an “apologetic” that Jesus was
the Christ.

Acts 5:31, 11:18 - Jesus was exalted to God’s right hand to be
Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness
of sins.

Acts 13:32-39 - Raised up in verse 33 refers to the incarnation, bring-
ing forth the Messiah - Jesus - to Israel. Raised up in verse 34 refers to
Jesus’ ressurection from the dead. Jesus receives the sure mercies of
David which includes the promise of forever reigning over Israel and
inheriting the nations (Psalm 2).

Acts 15:6, 13, Amos 9:11-12 - David’s fallen down “tent” restored.

Rev. 1:5-6 - ruler over the kings of the earth - see Psa. 2:8-12

Rev. 3:21 - sitting on the throne.

Rev. 22:16 - root and offspring of David.

I understand the above passages demonstrate that the fulfillment of
Psalm 2:6 - I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain ‐
occurred at the ressurection and ascension of Jesus. The Father
installed His king, the Davidic Messiah, at that time. Jesus proclaims
Himself to his church as the ruler over the kings of the earth (Rev.
22:16). Yahweh’s oath to David, to seat one of his descendants on the
throne, has been fulfilled.

Psalm 2:6 also corresponds with “David” being raised up for Israel as
the faithful shepherd/king of God’s new covenant people, Eze. 34:23-
24, 37:24-25, Jer. 30:8-10. Few believe that the literal son of Jesse
will be resurrected and reign over new covenant Israel. David was a
type of Christ to come. Thus the greater Son of David, Jesus Christ, is
the king in view in these Old Testament promises. When an Old Tes-
tament prophet states that a type will appear during the New Cove-
nant, what appears is the fulfillment of the type. David is the Old
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Testament type, Christ is the fulfillment of the type. Christ, not David,
appears during the New Testament (covenant) period.

Some say that these two events, Psalm 2:6 and “David” being placed
over Israel need not and do not, occur at the same time. In other
words Psalm 2:6 can be fulfilled without the restoration beginning per
the “David” being raised up passages in the Ezekiel and Jeremiah
promises. However, I think what lends support to my view is that the
“David” reigning over Israel promises begin when the New Covenant
with Israel begins (see Eze. 37:24-27 for example) and I understand
the New Covenant with Israel being established at the first coming of
Christ (see the following discussion).

Coarse definitions of millennial views - Revelation 20:1-10

A discussion of the promised restoration almost always leads to a dis-
cussion of the millennial (1000 years) reign of Christ described in
Revelation 20:1-10. Since I will (and have been) be referring to vari-
ous understandings of Revelation 20:1-10 here are coarse descrip-
tions of the four most common views among Christians.

Dispensational Pre-millennialism: Christ comes before the millen-
nium, binds satan, and establishes the millennium. Christ reigns on
the earth. Dispensational Pre-millennialism is ethnic Israel centric.
During the millennium God fulfills promises he made to ethnic Jews
(saved or not). At the end of the millennium there is major apostasy
(satan loosed), Christ judges the world and establishes the eternal
state.

Historic Pre-millennialism: Similar to dispensational pre-millenni-
alism but not “ethnic Israel centric”. Believing Jews and grafted in
believing Gentiles (Romans 11) are the new Israel. Christ binds satan,
reigns on the earth. At the end of the millennium there is major apos-
tasy (satan loosed), Christ judges the world and establishes the eternal
state.

A-millennialism: There is no literal millennium but the millennium
is an extended period of time of Christ reigning from heaven gather-
ing Jews and Gentiles from the whole earth into his kingdom. Satan is
bound during this period so he can no longer deceive the nations and
the gospel spreads bearing fruit throughout the earth. Christ returns to

earth at the end of this period and establishes the eternal state. 

Post-millennialism: Christ comes after the millennium. Sometime
after Pentecost the gospel prospers to such an extent that all nations
are “Christianized”. The church (Jew and Gentile) through Christ’s
power (satan bound) brings in the millennium with Christ reigning
(from heaven) over a virtually Christianized world. The period ends
with widespread apostasy (satan loosed), Christ returns, judges and
establishes the eternal state. Post millennialism is basically very opti-
mistic A-millennialism but it does offer a more “literal” fulfillment of
the restoration promises.

When is the New Covenant with Israel made?

Just as the New Testament appears (to me) to represent Jesus reigning
on David’s throne forever, it also represents the New Covenant with
Israel as having been established. The restoration prophecies
reviewed above repeatedly spoke of the Lord restoring His covenantal
relationship with Israel. This would not be a restoration of the Sinai
covenant, but the establishment of a New covenant with Abraham’s
descendants. The New testament shows this New covenant being
established with Israel at Jesus’ first coming, at the time of His death
and resurrection.

Hebrews 7:20-22, 8:1-13, 9:15 - written to Jewish Christians to help
them see this change in covenants between God and Israel based upon
God sending the Messiah to Israel. The ending of the first covenant is
proof of the beginning of the new covenant. The NC begins when the
MC is annulled. There is not a historical gap between MC fading
away and NC being established with the house of Israel.

Luke 22:19-20 - The New Covenant was put into effect at the last
passover meal and the first Lord’s supper. Jesus made it clear that
His death and resurrection is that which ushers in the New Cov-
enant with Israel. As he sat at that table with the 12 Jewish
apostles this was the beginning of New Covenant Israel. The
number 12 surely is not an unintended coincidence.

From that point forward every Jewish person who believes in Christ
becomes a member of the New covenant with the house of Israel
Based on Christ’s blood. Notice how they are addressed in Hebrews
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12:18-25. Jewish believers have come to Jesus the Mediator of the
New Covenant.

Matthew 27:50-52 records the sign that God gave immediately after
Christ’s death that the Mosaic covenant was over and the new cove-
nant begun, when Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded
up His spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom.

On the day of pentecost 1000’s more Jews, when they received the
Holy Spirit, repented and received the forgiveness of their sins,
became members of the New Covenant between Yahweh and the
house of Israel. When they broke bread and took the cup - practicing
this new ordinance - they would have all heard the words, this cup is
the new covenant in my blood. This group of Jewish believers is the
continuation of Israel from the resurrection of Christ forward. They
are members of the new covenant. Unbelieving Jews from this time
forward are the broken off branches of Paul’s famous tree in Romans
11. They are not covenant members any longer. They can be grafted
back in if the believe in Christ.

2 Cor. 3:2-13 - Paul is a minister of the New Covenant with Israel.
Paul understands himself and others as now ministering during the
time in history where God has initiated the new covenant and the
Mosaic Covenant is fading away. See also, 1 Cor. 11:23-26. It is sig-
nificant that Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles and a minister of the
New Covenant. How can this be? Because the Gentiles are grafted in,
fellow heirs, of the same body (see below regarding the Gentiles and
the restoration).

Jesus as high priest mediating the NC and Jesus as the greater Son of
David ruling over New Covenant Israel seems to be the point of the
Zechariah 6:9-15 prophecy. Messiah is a Priest on his throne.

If the above reading of the New Testament is correct, that both the
throne of David has been restored and the New Covenant with Israel
established, then the case is strong that “the restoration” began at the
time of Jesus ressurection and pentecost.

Note: my position is assuming that the NC is initiated with Israel at
the beginning of the restoration - those re-gathered are repentant, etc.

Also note that the view I’m advocating has all five of these, Davidic
throne, New Covenant, kingdom, the regathering, and the calling of
the Gentiles beginning at the same time - all five of these are major
aspects of “the promised restoration” and whatever view we have we
should interact with these five matters which are nearly in every
major restoration prophecy in the Old Testament.

But what about “the land” and the Mosaic covenant ordinances?
Aren’t they also part of “the restoration”? That leads us to the next
subsection. But first a word needs to be said about the condition of
unbelieving Jews after the beginning of the New Covenant.

Some advocate that unbelieving Jews after Christ’s coming are still in
covenant relationship with God on the basis of the Abrahamic Cove-
nant even though the Mosaic Covenant is broken. This position is
untenable because the New Testament abolishes circumcision for Jew
and Gentile (Gen. 17:10-14). The Lord no longer requires Jewish
people to be circumcised and when they do become circumcised it
profits nothing. Eph. 2:14-16, Gal. 3:22-25, 5:3, 6, 11-12, 6:14-15, 1
Cor. 7:18-19, Acts 15:22-29, 21:20, Col. 2:9-17.

Many Christians have gotten the idea that just being Jewish makes a
person have special promises from God (which others don’t) and that
God remains obligated to fulfill these promises to ethnic Jews
whether they are believers in Christ or not. They see these promises,
especially the land and kingdom promises, as being fulfilled during
the millennium. What they’ve failed to recognize is that it is the cove-
nant which confers a special status upon someone, not ethnicity or
physical descent from Abraham. Circumcision being abolished by the
New Testament proves that no one can any longer be considered one
of God’s people (i.e. My people) simply because they are Jewish and
circumcised. Jews who reject the Messiah will not receive the fulfill-
ment of promises addressed to Israel in the Old Testament. Only those
who believe in Christ and enter the New Covenant with Israel and
Judah will receive those blessings. Circumcision profits nothing. 

John the Baptist, Jesus and the Apostle Paul all warned circumcised
ethnic Jews that if they rejected Christ they would loose their special
covenantal status (Rom. 3:1, 9:1-3) they had enjoyed (Luke 3:8-9,
John 8:33-34, Matt. 21:41-42, Galatians)
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What about the restoration of mosaic covenant ordinances?

The restoration promises of the prophets often directly or indirectly
describe the mosaic covenant feasts, offerings, priests, altar and tem-
ple as being restored. Indeed, the best days of the kingdom years were
under those kings who sought to establish Israel’s worship according
to the Mosaic law (David, Solomon, Hezekiah, Josiah). So it’s not
surprising that a “restoration” will restore the practice of these ordi-
nances. But how should we understand this?

Here are a few examples: Jer. 31:14, 33:15-18, 20-22, Isa. 60:7, 61:6,
Eze. 20:40-44. Malachi writes after the return from the Babylonian
Captivity speaking of this restoration of pure worship; 3:1-4, 1:8-11.

How should we understand the restoration of the practice of these
ordinances of the Mosaic law? And when will these be practiced?
Regarding when four common suggestions are made:

During the restoration associated with a remnant of Israel returning
from the 70 years Babylonian captivity. This answer is inadequate
since David’s throne was not restored during that season and nothing
done during that season adequately fulfills these promises (see chap-
ter 9 below - restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah).

Jewish people, who do not believe that Jesus is the Messiah, may say
this restoration of Mosaic law worship will occur when Messiah
comes - for the first time. Christians cannot accept this approach since
Jesus is the Messiah and He has already come.

For Christians these promises of the restoration of the Mosaic Cove-
nant ordinances must occur after the death and resurrection of Christ.
However when we turn to the New Testament we see that the priestly
ministry, with it’s altars, sacrifices, temple, special days, feasts are all
brought to an end. Hebrews 8:13, 10:16-18 summarizes this. So what
then of all the prophets referring to the restoration of these practices?

Some suggest that during a future millennial kingdom non-believing
Jews will perform this worship. I don’t believe it is possible that
unbelieving Jews, who reject Christ, offering bulls and goats will be
presenting sacrifices which are pleasing to the Lord! Malachi 3:4
describes these offerings, Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
Will be pleasant to the LORD, As in the days of old, As in former years.

(3:4).

The best solution (at least to me) is to keep in mind that the Mosaic
Law ordinances were always intended to by types of Christ and His
work to come. Virtually no one disagrees with this. We think the best
“solution” is the same principle which was applied regarding David
reigning over a restored Israel. David was a type of Christ and Jesus is
the one being referred to in the Davidic king promises (Eze. 34:23-24,
37:24-25, Jer. 30:8-10). So the church, or anyone else, will not
resume the Mosaic law priesthood and sacrifices with God’s approval
- now that Christ has come and died and rose. What believing Jews
and Gentiles will be doing is to perform and demonstrate the fulfill-
ment of the mosaic law types. Once again the New Testament points
us in this direction.

John 4:21-24 - worship will no longer be centered in Jerusalem with
its temple, no will the worshippers be required to observe the pilgrim
feasts and go up to Jerusalem. Compare with Deut. 12:10-14.

1 Peter 2:9-10 - all believers are priests (or levites) offering accept-
able sacrifices.

Hebrews 12:22-24 - Notice the view of Jerusalem.

Colossians 2:11-13 - The Lord is no longer requiring people to per-
form these ordinances, that is, to practice the type.

Romans 12:1, Philippians 4:18, Heb. 13:15-16 - New Testament sac-
rifices.

1 Cor. 5:7-8 - Christ crucified is our passover lamb which has been
sacrificed for us. Paul is not advocating celebrating the feast as
required in the law. Perhaps Paul is guilty of spiritualizing? No.

Rev. 5:8, 8:3-4 - incense represents the prayers of the saints, see
Psalm 141:2.

The restoration of the Davidic throne and the initiation of the New
Covenant with Israel results in new covenant worship. Which is the
fulfillment of the restoration of the Mosaic Covenant ordinances
which were the types and shadows of the good things go come. 

This New Covenant worship is carried on in the new temple - the
gathered people of God (see below) and the members of the New
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Covenant who all know the Lord worship in Spirit and truth.

The principle is this: When an Old Testament prophet states that a
type will appear during the New Covenant, what appears is the fulfill-
ment of the type.

How should we understand land promises?

In one sense the New Testament doesn’t seem to be very interested in
the land. However the emphasis falls upon “the kingdom” of the Mes-
siah which has begun. It is likely that the land is assumed to be “in the
kingdom”. And when the kingdom grows to universal, all nations,
proportions then the land that the people of God will posses includes
that of all the nations. Of course if one is convinced of a literal millen-
nium, many land promises of the prophets would be fulfilled during
that time. Another alternative, as was mentioned earlier (see diagram
above), is that these promises find their fulfillment in the eternal state
- the new heavens and the new earth.33

There are some New Testament texts that seem to have direct bearing
on the land.

Matthew 5:5 - notice the association with kingdom from verse 3, 10.
See also Psalm 37:11. Note that in the Old Testament and the New
there are not two separate words form land and earth. There is only
Hebrew erets and Greek ge. Context must determine what is being
referred to. Psalm 37:11 should likely be translated “land” but “earth”
is correct in Matthew 5:5 - see 

Matthew 21:33-44 - they will loose that land as they did in 586 BC.
They were not faithful to the Mosaic covenant.

Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 1:6-8, Psalm 22:27-31

Romans 4:13 - The original promise of the land will be fulfilled but it
expands to the whole earth. Some Promises refer to Israel expanding
outside of the original boarders - Isa 54:1-3 (notice inherit the
nations), Isa. 27:6, 49:19, and Genesis 28:14 is likely referring to
expansion beyond the original boarders.

Hebrews 11:13 - a heavenly city

2 Peter 3:13 - we are waiting for a new heavens and earth (how does
this relate to waiting for a millennium?)

Revelation 5:9 - reigning on the earth with Christ. This reign with
Christ extends beyond the boundaries of the original land promise.

Revelation 21:1-5 - New Jerusalem in the land - all things made new.

Revelation 21:22-27

The prophets occasionally speak of a restoration to Eden like condi-
tions. This is very sweet. Isa. 51:3-8, 36:35.

There are “glimpses transcending the ‘literal’ in some restoration
passages, Isa. 60:19. But note the “limitations” also in the immediate
context. It’s not possible to “proof text” an answer to these questions.

How should we understand the restoration of the temple?

Regarding the temple the New Testament seems clear that the temple
in the New Covenant is the church, that is, the people of God in dwelt
with the Spirit of God.

Ephesians 2:18-22 - The New Covenant oneness of Jew and Gentile
in one body is vividly portrayed in the New Covenant temple. In
whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord (2:21).

1 Peter 2:4-10 - Jewish and Gentile believers are now living stones
used to build a spiritual house in which acceptable spiritual sacrifices
are offered by a holy priesthood through Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:10-17 - This passage is often wrongly understood to
be referring to individual Christians being the temple. However, Paul
laid the foundation for this new building, i.e. temple (vss 16-17) - the
church - the people. All the “yous” in verses 16-17 are plurals. This
passage is parallel with Ephesians 2:18-22. The New Testament
church is the New Covenant temple34 (In 1 Cor. 6:15-20 it’s possible/
likely the reference is individual - your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit - but read context. See also 2 Cor. 6:15).

Jesus announced to the Samaritan woman the hour is coming when
you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the
Father … But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true wor‐
shipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is
seeking such to worship Him (4:23). Christ’s coming forever changed
the “location” of worship. It is hard to see (at least to me) that in the
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future there is going to be a regression back to a physical temple in a
specific location. Thus the New Testament teaches not only are the
gathered people the temple, it also teaches the passing away of temple
worship centered in and earthly Jerusalem. There is, will be, temple
worship centered in a heavenly Jerusalem (Heb. 12).

Some literal millennialists will insist that Ephesians 2 and 1 Peter 2
are referring to the church, not Israel, and that during the millennium
Jews will build a physical temple. If so what of the “church temple”
during this time? Does it cease? Are there two temples? But the ques-
tion is, to what should we “connect” the OT promises of a restored
temple to post ressurection? To the temple the New Testament pres-
ents us? In which case the old temple was the type and the new tem-
ple is the fulfillment? Or should we insist on a re-creation of a Mosaic
covenant temple - which of course requires the Mosaic covenant ser-
vice - i.e. priests, sacrifices, etc.? Can what Jesus said was passing
away (John 4), and what the writer of Hebrews said was about to dis-
appear, (Heb. 8) be planned to return in a distant future? A literal mil-
lennialists may also point out 2 Thes. 2:4, which speaks of the man of
sin sitting himself in the temple of God, as proof that there must be a
physical temple in the future.

But what about “Ezekiel’s Jerusalem and temple”, described in detail
in nine chapters (40-48)?! This vision was given in the 25 year of
Ezekiel’s captivity in Babylon (40:1-5). Ezekiel is to declare to the
house of Israel everything you see (40:4). Another 37 years will pass
before Jews return from Babylon. Ezekiel will not be one who
returns.

A long cubit, a cubit plus a hand breath, was approximately 18 plus 3
inches, 21 inches. The man’s rod is approximately 10.5 feet.

Significantly, after Ezekiel sees the glory of the Lord fill the temple,
the Lord, speaking from the temple, explains one of the purposes for
the vision - to encourage Israel to repentance (43:6-11, 44:4-8). Just
how is not clear to me. But the believing remnant would surely gain
hope either that in some way they themselves would dwell in this
restored city and land, or, their descendants would.

The similarities here between Moses and Ezekiel are obvious. Just as
Moses received a detailed law regarding the construction and service

of the tabernacle, Ezekiel receives details for the construction and ser-
vice of this new, vastly grander, temple (43:11b-12).

Ezekiel chapters 8-11 described the departure of God’s glory from the
temple. In 43:1-4 the prophet is given a vision of the return of God’s
glory to a new temple. All of this must have been comforting to the
faithful among the exiles. There is a future - the Lord has not rejected
Israel forever. He has not forgotten His covenant with Abraham and
David.

The water which heals the land and the nations is described in 47:1-
12. As Joshua received instructions from the Lord detailing the divi-
sion of the land between the tribes Ezekiel also does.

Ezekiel’s nine chapter prophecy, after describing a new city, temple
and the division of the land ends with this description of the city, All
the way around shall be eighteen thousand cubits; and the name of
the city from that day shall be: THE LORD IS THERE (48:35).

Personally I think these chapters are a description of the eternal state
built from the types and shadows of the Mosaic Covenant. The bless-
ing of Abraham reaches all the nations and Israel is glorified and this
is seen by all the nations. A detailed study of these chapters reveals
that there are a number of deviations from the practices specified in
the law. However reasons have been put forth that this is not an insur-
mountable problem.35 Certain items - like the flow of water - do not
seem to be intended to be understood in the “literal” sense. The insis-
tence on physical circumcision - necessary before a Gentile or Jew
(the passage assumes all Jews are already circumcised) could enter
the city (44:9) seems to me an insurmountable issue for a “literal”
interpretation (see last three paragraphs of the above section, “When
is the New Covenant with Israel made?”)

One thing is certain - Ezekiel’s vision, given during one of the darkest
pages of Israel’s history, represents a glorious future for Israel and the
nations - however we may at this time understand its details. A future
where God is once again pleased to dwell in the midst of us - his peo-
ple - as in the garden - as in the tabernacle of Moses - as in Solomon’s
temple - as in the church - as pictured in the book of revelation. May
our hope of glory, in Christ, be built up. Those who believe in Him
will not be disappointed.
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The restoration and the Gentiles - Introduction

Many restoration passages refer to how the nations or Gentiles will be
affected by and participate in Israel’s restoration. A brief look at the
terminology used in the Old Testament to refer the Gentiles, or peo-
ples and nations beyond Israel, is helpful:

The Hebrew term goy (nation) - commonly translated Gentiles,
nations, or peoples is the most frequently used term, 560 times. Goy
can be used to refer to any nation including Israel. Most often how-
ever it is used to refer to all nations other than Israel. Goy can apply to
ethnic, political, or territorial groups of people.

The Hebrew am (people) - commonly translated peoples or nations
also is used 81 times. am indicates a connecting relationship between
the people, i.e. blood or kindred, or religious.

The Hebrew leom (people) - commonly translated peoples is used 31
times often in synonymous parallelism in Hebrew verse, why do the
nations (goy) rage and the peoples (leom) plot in vain? (Psa. 2:1).

The Hebrew tebel (world) - Their line has gone out through all the
earth (erets, see land above), And their words to the end of the world
(tebel) (Psa. 19:4)

The Hebrew term ee (coastland, island) - is used to represent the peo-
ple dwelling in the coastlands, i.e. Gentiles, used especially in Isaiah.
He will not fail nor be discouraged, Till He has established justice in
the earth; And the [people dwelling in] coastlands shall wait for His
law (Isa. 42:4). 

The Prophets have three major emphasizes as to how the restoration
will affect the Gentiles. The nations will 1) recognize the Lord’s
goodness to Israel, 2) they will forsake their idols and worship Israel’s
God (Ruth and Naaman on steroids), and 3) they will become part of
Israel. Each of these are briefly considered below. 

The following passages are often used by post-millennialists in sup-
port of their understanding. The question which naturally arises when
we consider these passages is, when will they be fulfilled? have they
already been fulfilled? are they in the process of being fulfilled as the
gospel spreads throughout the earth? Are they fulfilled in a future
millennium? In the eternal state? A combination of these?

The nations recognize the Lord’s goodness to Israel

This is parallel to what we saw earlier that the Lord sets the record
straight before the nations regarding Israel and Judah’s destruction -
the 586 “ending” isn’t a permanent ending for Israel by any means!
Israel’s restoration will make this clear to the nations. These passages
can only be briefly commented upon.

Psalm 98 - Verse 3 makes it plain that the “salvation” that all the ends
of the earth have seen is the Lord saving the house of Israel. A literal
millennialist points this to a future literal millennial earthly reign. An
amillennialist points this to Gentiles recognizing God saves Israel in
Jesus Christ and they also come to Him to be saved - throughout the
earth. 

Psalm 126, Nehemiah 6:15-16 - The restoration under Ezra and
Nehemiah was a limited example of what the prophets describe.

Isaiah 52:1-15 - As in Psalm 98 so here in verses 9-10, all the ends of
the earth seeing the salvation of “our God” is them seeing that the
LORD has comforted His people, He has redeemed Jerusalem. Verses
11 - 12 describe the Lord escorting His people out of captivity before
the watching nations. Significant for understanding this passage is
Paul’s use of verse 7 in Romans 10:15. Note also how Simeon’s
prophecy, given at the time of Christ’s birth, understands all the ends
of the earth seeing the salvation of our God (Vs. 10, Luke 2:29-32).
Finally, the “mysterious” Messianic Servant appears in verses 13-15
and all the nations will see what had not been told them - and what
they had not heard they shall consider (52:15). The exaltation of the
marred Servant will cause many kings to shut their mouths.

Isaiah 62:1-4 - When Jerusalem is restored the nations (goy) shall see
her righteousness, and all kings her glory (Isa. 62:2).

Jeremiah 33:7-11 - Jerusalem shall be to the Lord a name of joy, a
praise and an honor before all nations of the earth, who shall hear
all the good that I do to them; they [the nations] shall fear and trem‐
ble for all the goodness and all the prosperity that I provide for it.'
(Vs. 9)

Ezekiel 39:21-29 - The nations will ultimately understand that Israel
went into captivity because of the Lord’s judgement on them for their
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iniquity. Thus they were able to subdue Israel. The Lord is setting the
record straight. I gave them into the hand of their enemies, and they
all fell by the sword. The nations did not succeed in destroying Israel
because Yahweh was impotent or their gods were stronger (23). 

The expressions that the Lord will have mercy on the whole house of
Israel (25) and has brought them back to their land, and left none of
them captive any longer (28), reminds us of the idea in Romans
11:26, that at some time, and in some sense, all Israel will be saved
(although Paul is not referring to this passage, but Isaiah 59:20). 

This restoration of Israel which includes the Gentiles having their
understanding of Israel’s history corrected will occur as a result of the
Lord having poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel (29). From
this time forward, as a result of the Spirit being poured out, Israel’s
relationship with the Lord will be secure and permanent. He   will not
hide His face from them anymore (29).

One thing is clear from these passages. Whatever concept one has for
Zion-Jerusalem (the city) and Israel a people or nation, any thought
that these are going into oblivion because of the destruction of Jerusa-
lem in 586 and the subsequent Babylonian captivity is totally wrong.
The Lord has said much about their future - however you understand
these terms. The NT preserves this idea with 12 apostles - 12 tribes,
12 foundation stones in Revelation. Christianity fulfills Judaism, not
replace.

Additional passages indicating that in the restoration the nations will
recognize the Lord’s goodness to Israel: Psalm 67, Isa. 48:20, Micah
7:15-16, there are more.

The nations forsake their idols and worship Israel’s God

A second theme in the prophets regarding how the nations are
affected by the restoration is that they forsake their idols and worship
Israel’s God Yahweh. Isaiah leads the way with this message but other
prophets also indicate that the nations will turn from idols to Israel’s
God (put in references).

Isaiah 42:1-12 - It might be said that Isaiah 42:1-12 has nothing
directly to do with the restoration since there appears to not be a sin-
gle reference to Israel in these 12 verses! Indeed, we Gentiles are not

used to being prominent in any salvation passage in the Old Testa-
ment. However, 42:13-44 is clearly a restoration passage. Without
laboring the point it seems best to keep these passages together.

Isaiah 42:1-12 prophetically describes what Jesus began at His first
coming (John 4) and helps us understand, from God’s perspective,
why He sent the Servant into the world, and the larger vision of what
the Son is accomplishing by building the New Testament church or
temple. The Father seeks New Covenant worshippers not only from a
restored Israel (42:13ff), but from among the Gentiles. Verses 1-12
detail the relationship between Christ and the Gentiles who are
referred to 7 times in these verses.

The Servant of verses 1-4 is Jesus Christ (Matt. 12:18). Bringing jus-
tice to the Gentiles refers to bringing blessing upon them, not judge-
ment and, vs. 4, establishing justice in the earth means bringing
blessing upon the whole earth (all the nations). “The coastlands” is a
reference to non Israelite peoples who will receive the Lord’s law. 

God’s credentials mentioned in verse 5 reinforce His promises to the
Servant in verse 6. Verse 7 details the Servant’s work amongst the
Gentiles. Verse 8 gives the reason for the Servant’s work - the Lord
will not give [His glory] to another, Nor My praise to carved images.
As a result of the Servant opening blind eyes and being given as a
light to the Gentiles (verse 10) God’s praise, in new songs, begins to
arise from the ends of the earth. The Gentile nations which were fur-
thest away from Israel, even in the ends of the earth, are now singing
new songs of praise to Israel’s God. Non-israelites are shouting from
the tops of the mountains giving glory to the Lord and declaring His
praise in the coastlands (11-12)!

Isaiah 49:1-13 - The Gentiles are addressed in verse 1 and the messi-
anic Servant is being given to restore Israel, but also as a light to the
Gentiles. So here we see the restoration and light for the Gentiles
occurring together. Verse 13-26 describe Israel’s restoration and
regathering and the Gentiles even bring the scattered people of Israel
back to their land.

Isa. 51:1-5 - Here we have clearly the joining of the restoration of Israel
with the Gentiles placing their trust in Yahweh as expressed in verse 5,
The coastlands will wait upon Me, And on My arm they will trust.
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Isa. 66:1-23 - All flesh shall come to worship before the Lord! This
happens as part of Israel being restored. Note the New Testament ref-
erences in this passage.

Jeremiah 16:14 - 21 - This passage refers to both Israel’s restoration
and the Gentiles forsaking their idolatry, the Gentiles shall come to
You From the ends of the earth and say, “Surely our fathers have
inherited lies, Worthlessness and unprofitable things” (19).

The nations become part of Israel 

The third area of how the prophets describe the relationship of the
Gentiles to the restoration relates to their indicating that the nations
will ultimately become part of Israel (or the new Jerusalem). We don’t
expect clarity on this matter from the Old Testament because it relates
to “the mystery” which was hidden until Christ came, that the Gen-
tiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His
promise in Christ through the gospel (see Eph. 3:1-11). But, we need
to use caution on how hidden, “hidden” means. The mystery is not
fully hidden. There are three categories of Old Testament prophecies
that point to this future unity; the “in flowing” of people and wealth to
Israel, the gathering of Israel and the nations to God’s holy mountain,
and Messiah inheriting all nations. Each of these is briefly considered
below.

In flowing passages

Jeremiah 3:14-18 - A restored Israel and Jerusalem become the
throne of God with His presence. Verse 16 is hard to understand but
likely a result of the fact that since God’s throne is there (17), and He
is upon it, there is no need to think of God’s presence above the ark.
With Israel restoration and God’s glory in Jerusalem all the nations
shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem (17).
The spiritual condition of the people is indicated in the statement, No
more shall they follow the dictates of their evil hearts. The statement
apparently refers to both the Israelites and the nations. We see here
the nations becoming part of Israel.

Isaiah 60:1-14 - the “personage” of this passage upon whom the
glory of the Lord has arisen is the restored Zion or Jerusalem (see 10,
11, 14). The Lord is now dwelling in the restored city and all the

nations stream to it bringing back Israelites who were scattered
among them and bringing their wealth to Israel. The foreigners help
rebuild the walls of the city and the kings serve her. The nations are
“integrating” with Israel.

Isa. 66:18-24 - A striking feature of this passage is that those Israel-
ites who escape the Lord’s judgment will be sent among all the
nations to declare His glory. Their “mission” will be successful and
the nations will respond by bringing the Israelites who were scattered
among the nations back to Jerusalem as an offering to the Lord. There
will be a new heavens and earth in which all flesh (Jews and Gentiles)
will come and worship before the Lord. The nations appear to have
become part of Israel.

Additional passages: 

Holy mountain passages

Isaiah 2:1-4 - The nations become part of Israel and they learn His
ways and walk in His paths. They forsake their false gods and wor-
ship Israel’s god, Yahweh, as the true God.

Isaiah 56:1-8 - Foreigners have always been able to join themselves
to the LORD, to serve Him, And to love the name of the LORD, to be
His servants (6). They will be brought to the Lord’s holy mountain
and made joyful in the house of prayer for all nations. We see the
nations becoming part of Israel.

Zephaniah 3:8-12 - This passage, beginning in verse 1, speaks of
judgement and blessing for Israel and the nations. Verse 9 stands out
as an amazing future work of God - giving all the peoples one lan-
guage so they all may call on the name of the LORD, To serve Him
with one accord. And Israel “mingles” among the nations which
makes her fame known, I will appoint them for praise and fame In
every land where they were put to shame (19).

Inheritance of all nations

A third indication in the prophets that the nations will ultimately
become part of Israel is the prophecy that Israel, through her Messiah,
will inherit the nations. 

Psalm 2:8 - Israel’s king will be given the nations as an inheritance
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and the ends of the earth as His possession. This parallels Abraham
being the heir of the world (Romans 4:9) and all the nations being
blessed in Him. And Malachi speaks of God’s name being great
among the nations (Mal. 1:11).

Isaiah 54:2-3 - speaks of Israel’s descendants inheriting the nations
(see Psalm 82:8).

I understand the category of passages which speak of Gentiles and
their wealth flowing into Jerusalem and worshipping on the Lord’s
one holy mountain and Israel inheriting the nations, to all be pointing
ahead to the one body referred to in the New Testament (Eph.2:11-15,
3:6, John 10:16). What is going to bring all of this about is the reign
of Israel’s messiah and the establishment of the Messianic kingdom.
We see the culmination of this in Revelation 11:15 and 21:22-27.
These passages show the fulfillment of Psalm 2:8. How many
“stages” there are in between now and then may not be clear but we
know what the end will look like.

Isn’t it interesting that the world is trying to produce this unity - i.e.
one world government - one utopia - and so forth. But they are trying
to do it with their own wisdom and strength, rejecting the Light of the
world. Isn’t that similar to what was going on at the tower of Babel?

How should we understand the 1000 year reign in Rev. 20?

It is not possible in the space of this study to discuss in detail the var-
ious understandings of Revelation 20:1-11. The view that has been
most represented in these notes has been a-millennialism (see the sec-
tion above, Coarse definitions of millennial views). For most inter-
preters the understanding they prefer is the one that, to them, does the
best job of harmonizing all of Scripture, i.e. minimizing the most
apparent contradictions. Also, some interpreters have adopted a heav-
ily “literal” hermeneutic which “requires” them to be pre-millennial-
ists, insisting on a future period of history where Old Testament
promises to ethnic Israel will be fulfilled.36 They find that this 1000
year period, taken literally, is the “perfect” place for such a fulfillment
to occur. I grant that interpreting Revelation 20 in a literal sense is the
“simplest” way to interpret it. But, of course, once that approach is
taken, all the other Old and New Testament passages we’ve briefly
considered have to be made to “play” with this view of Revelation 20.

Some interpreters, myself among them, believe this is too great a bur-
den, thus we are not pre-millennialists nor historic pre-millennialists. 

What I sketch out here is an interpretation of Revelation 20 which
seems viable and consistent (at least to me!) with the concepts given
previously. The reader is encouraged to read one of the “three views
on the millennium” books which have been published in which the
authors present and defend their view and then critique their “oppo-
nent’s”. Admittedly, revelation 20 is one of the “difficult” passages
for the amillennialist and he too has to “make it play” with the rest of
Scripture - i.e. present an interpretation that seems plausible without
“forcing” the text. Having repeatedly referred to the New Testament’s
view of the Old it would be highly “unfair” to ignore this New testa-
ment passage!

The a-millennial view understands that the events described in Reve-
lation chapters 20-22 do not chronologically follow chapter 19 which
gives a final judgement scene. Obviously the a-millennialist must
understand it this way since the “gospel age” after Christ’s ressurec-
tion is the millennium which occurs prior to the final judgement.
There are cogent arguments that the book of Revelation does not pres-
ent a single chronological sequence through its chapters. Rather it
gives repeated representations of the events which occur between
Christ’s first and second comings. Each time beginning with the
spread of the gospel and ending with the final judgement. Each repre-
sentation of this period emphasizes certain things which encourage
the church and helps her understand what she is experiencing, all the
while reassuring her that Christ is reigning and in control. I will not
defend this view of Revelation here. The plausibility of this approach
has been ably defended by others.37 I simply note that the semantic
range of the Greek kai is broad enough not to require an English
“then” at the beginning of Revelation 20:1.

The binding of Satan described in verses 1-3 does not require utopian
like conditions on the earth. Mankind is fully capable of creating mas-
sive amounts of evil without any direct influence from Satan. How-
ever, the binding limits Satan from deceiving the Gentile nations any
longer - i.e. deceiving them into worshipping idols. The nations will
now be “open” and begin receiving the gospel as Christ begins his
reign over all the earth (see the sections above: The future Messianic
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kingdom and When does Messiah’s reign over Israel begin). Satan’s
binding also prevents him for destroying the church. Christ is build-
ing His church and Satan cannot stop His church from spreading
across the world and being established in all nations.

This view of Satan’s binding is supported by Christ’s casting out of
demons and how the Gospels and Revelation 12 represent Satan
receiving a decisive defeat at the cross and resurrection. Satan is the
strong man in Jesus’ parable whom a stronger man - Jesus - binds.
Then the stronger - Jesus - begins to plunder Satan’s house, that is
deliver people from Satan’s deceptions and dominion (Mat. 12:28-
29). When Jesus sent out the seventy they returned expressing amaze-
ment, Lord even the demons are subject to us in your name. Jesus
replied, I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven (Lk. 10:18). John
records Jesus’ understanding of what would be accomplished by His
going to the cross - Satan will be defeated, cast out, and all peoples
would be drawn to Him. Now is the judgment of this world; now the
ruler of this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all peoples to Myself (Jn. 12:31-32).

Revelation chapter 12 describes Satan being cast out of heaven as a
result of the male Child who was to rule all nations being caught up
to God and His throne (resurrection and ascension) (12:5). A voice
explains what has happened, Now salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the
accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and
night, has been cast down (12:10). In the “non-literal millennium”
understanding this is the beginning of the millennium. As Christ
begins to reign the Gospel and spread of God’s kingdom (those who
truly worship Him) have unprecedented success and spread through-
out the world - Satan can no longer deceive the Gentile nations into
practicing idolatry.

Verses 20:4-6 present a vision of those who remained faithful under
persecutions and had been martyred. They are part of the first ressu‐
rection. John sees their souls - not their bodies - this is a spiritual res-
surection. These martyrs are priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with Him a thousand years (20:6) in heaven. The rest of the
dead - believing non-martyrs and all others - did not live again until
the thousand years were finished (20:5). The “second resurrection”,

though not explicitly called this, is described in verses 12-13. The
second death is being cast into the lake of fire (verses 10, 14-15). The
“first death”, though not explicitly mentioned, is physical death - of
the martyrs and everyone else. The martyrs are assured blessed and
holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second
death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years (20:6). The readers of rev-
elation are comforted that their brothers and sisters who were mar-
tyred are now reigning with Christ!

When the 1000 years are concluded Satan’s restrictions over the
nations will be lifted, he will go out to deceive the nations which are
in the four corners of the earth (20:8). He will be “successful” and
gather as many as the sands of the sea to go against the camp of the
saints and the beloved city (20:9). However, the Lord will suddenly
destroy Satan’s massive army - and fire came down from God out of
heaven and devoured them (20:9). Satan is cast into the lake of fire
and will be tormented day and night forever and ever (20:10). Now
comes the resurrection of the just and unjust and the final, Great
White Throne, judgement. Those who’s names were not found writ-
ten in the Lamb’s book of life will also be cast into the lake of fire. A
new heavens and a new earth are ushered in, described in chapters 21-
22.

Perhaps the a-millennial understanding of Satan being bound now is
the area that most sounds like a “stretch”. Especially in view of the
New Testament’s teaching of how much influence Satan has during
the a-millennialist’s millennium - the time between Christ’s ascension
and the final apostasy (Eph. 6:1-12, 1 Pet. 5: 8, 1 John 5:19). How-
ever the following ought to be considered:

1. Satan’s power over Christ’s kingdom and people is always ulti-
mately ineffective. Christ looses none of His people, they over‐
came him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony (12:11).

2. As Christians when we look at the present state of the world it is
natural to focus on the evil that looms large and remains. How-
ever, in relation to understanding the New Testament our bench-
mark should be the conditions which prevailed in the centuries
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prior to Christ’s coming. What were they? Only one tiny
“nation”, or people, had a revelation of the true God. And even
among this one tiny people group there was only a small remnant
of them who knew and worshipped the true God! This situation of
universal darkness over all mankind radically changed after
Christ’s ascension. He indeed has been, and is the light of the
world. Satan’s wholesale deception of all of mankind came, and
is coming, to an end as Jesus reigns. He can no longer deceive the
nations.

3. Revelation 20, by itself, says little regarding the overall condi-
tions of the world during the millennial period. The assumption
that near utopian like conditions prevail is the result of interpret-
ers reading into revelation 20 Old Testament descriptions which
could very likely belong associated with Revelation chapters 21-
22 - the final kingdom - the final “restoration”. Where is the justi-
fication that the right place to associate those restoration passages
is revelation 20? I maintain, in view of all of Scripture, it’s “eas-
ier” to associate them with chapters 21-22, and the a-millennial
interpretation of Revelation 20 is more plausible than the literal-
millennial interpretations given of numerous passages considered
earlier.

4. And, as stated above, the binding of Satan described in verses
20:1-3 does not require utopian like conditions on the earth. Man-
kind is fully capable of creating massive amounts of evil without
any direct influence from Satan. Satan being bound by no means
rids the world of evil.

Whatever one’s understanding of the future unfolding of Christ’s
kingdom two things are sure - it is glorious and it will come to pass. Is
it possible that there yet remains an interpretive approach which
works better than all we’ve considered?

Insights relating to the Doctrine of Scripture - Theology

Figures the Lord used to describe prophetic revelation

There are a number of figures the Lord uses which describe how we
are to understand the revelation He gives through His prophets. One
of the most significant is the idea that He puts His words into the

mouths of the prophets. The first mention of this process appears to
be when the Lord called Moses and Aaron. Notice that the Lord is
confident that He can “inspire” Moses, even in the face of Moses’
timidity, to speak what He desires spoken. The Lord has created
man’s mouth and promises to be with Moses mouth. This should
silence all Moses’ objections. The Lord does not think that this means
of communicating His mind is fraught with insurmountable limita-
tions. Moses still objects and the Lord angrily concedes and uses
Aaron to be His spokesman. The relationship between Moses and
Aaron, i.e. Moses putting words in Aaron’s mouth, images the rela-
tionship between the Lord and a prophet (Ex. 4:10-16).

Much later, when Jeremiah is called he protests that he is not able to
be a prophet, ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.
He obviously knows the prophetic office requires speaking. The Lord
touches his mouth assuring him that He will enable him to speak say-
ing, behold, I have put My words in your mouth (Jer. 1:6-9).

Ezekiel is called to speak the Lord’s words to the people of Israel. The
Lord gives him a vision of a scroll with handwriting on both sides,
obviously words. He is to eat the scroll and go and speak to the house
of Israel (Eze. 2:7-3:2).

The figure of the Lord putting His words into a prophet’s mouth is
also reversed in expressions like, the mouth of the Lord has spoken
(Deut. 8:3, Isa. 1:20, 34:16).

Given these figures we are not unreasonable in concluding that the
very words used by the prophets are those the Lord has chosen. Nor
does this conviction deny the human element in Scripture, however
that subject is beyond the scope of these studies.

Additional passages: Jer. 5:14, 36:2, 18, Deut. 18:18, Eze. 3:10.

God said, the Lord said, The word of the Lord came

These three familiar expressions are used hundreds of times in the
Old Testament. In Hebrew religion it is a matter of fact that God
reveals His mind in words which can be clearly understand by His
people. He speaks to His people and others. Jeremiah is not only a
prophet to Israel but to the nations (Jer. 1:5).

The phrases and God said and the Lord said are sometimes used with-


