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THE RISE AND RUIN OF ANTICHRIST, REVELATION 11:7-14 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation, chapter 11.  We’re going to read 
Revelation chapter 11, verses 1 to 14, but the subject of our study today will be in verses 7 to 14.  
So Revelation chapter 11, verses 1 to 14: 

“1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure 
the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the court which is without 
the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall 
they tread under foot forty and two months. 3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and 
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

“4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 
5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: 
and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut 
heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to 
blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 7 And when they shall have 
finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against 
them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies [body] shall lie in the 
street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified. 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead 
bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And 
they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one 
to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11 And after three 
days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and 
great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying 
unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld 
them. 13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in 
the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh 
quickly.” 

Now the section that we have been studying together describes to us the preaching of the gospel 
between the first and the second coming of Christ.  This section in chapter 10 and verse 8 all the 
way through chapter 11 and verse 14, describes to us how the gospel is going to be received in 
this present age, and how the preachers of the gospel are going to be treated by the world.   

As we studied chapter 11, verses 3 through 6, last week, we saw that God’s elect will repent and 
receive and believe the gospel, but the vast majority of humanity is going to hate and despise the 
gospel, and will persecute those who preach it.  Preaching the gospel is an act of spiritual 
warfare, in which we call the world to repent of their pride and their self-will and their self-
righteousness.  The world, of course, is deeply offended by such a message, because unsaved 
men only want to serve themselves, and unsaved men only want to answer to no one but 



themselves.  So unsaved man views the gospel not as good news.  He views it as an assault on 
his personal sovereignty and as an affront to his pride and to his selfrighteousness.   

As a result, the unsaved attack believers and they seek to harm them and to injure them and to 
hurt them.  But as we saw in chapter 11 and verse 1, the believers are under the protection of 
God, and therefore the unbeliever cannot prevail over the church and silence it, no matter how 
harshly they attack us and not matter how hard they try.  Until the work of calling God’s elect out 
of the world is completed, God frustrates the efforts of the wicked to destroy us, and He 
frustrates their efforts to destroy us with His trumpet judgments upon them.   

So we saw that the church was invincible against the world as long as God is saving His people.  
We saw in verses 5 and 6 that if anyone tries to hurt them, they are able to resist that effort to 
hurt them.  They have the same God protecting them that Elijah had and that Moses had, and just 
as Elijah prevailed over Ahab, and just as Moses prevailed over Pharaoh, so the church is going 
to prevail over the world.   

But there will come a day when all of God’s elect have been saved and there are no more to be 
saved.  The church will have finished her testimony to the world, as verse 7 says.  Notice: “7 And 
when they shall have finished their testimony.”  The church will have finished her testimony to 
the world, as verse 7 declares, at some point in the future, and then what will happen?  Well, 
verses 7 to 14 tell us what is going to happen at the end of the age. 

It tells us that at the end of the age, after all of God’s elect have been called and saved, the 
Antichrist will appear, and he will go to war against the church. The church will largely be wiped 
out, and it will appear for a short period of time that Satan and the forces of evil will have 
triumphed, because the public visibility and the public testimony of the church will be gone.  But 
just when the wicked are celebrating the elimination of the church from the world as a visible 
public voice and presence, Christ will return for the small remnant of believers who are left alive.  
He will raise the dead believers from their graves, and He will destroy the wicked.   

That is the overview of the passage that is before us.  We want to consider it in further detail as 
we proceed through it, verse by verse.   

So in the first place then this morning, let’s consider together the martyrdom of the witnesses.  
The martyrdom of the witnesses is in verses 7 to 10.  Let’s read that.  It says: 

“7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their 
dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was crucified. 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and 
nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to 
be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, 
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and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the 
earth.” 

Now notice verse 7 says, “And when they shall have finished their testimony.”  Since Christ first 
came to the earth, the church, which is represented by these two witnesses, has been bearing 
testimony to the gospel of Christ ever since.  As long as there were some of God’s elect who had 
yet to be saved, the testimony of the church to Christ and His gospel is going to go on, and it’s 
going to be invincible.   

But there will come a day when all of God’s elect have been saved, and therefore the need for the 
church to bear testimony to the gospel will be finished.  The church will have finished her work 
of evangelizing the lost.  Until then, as we saw in verses 1 to 6, the church was invincible, and 
the world stood defeated before the church in its efforts to silence her testimony.  But when the 
church has completed her task of evangelism and proclamation of the gospel, then God will 
allow the enemies of the church to overcome the church, and virtually destroy its presence from 
off the face of the earth.  Notice it says in verse 7, “And when they shall have finished their 
testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them,”—here 
it is—“and shall overcome them and kill them.” 

Now up to this point in time, they couldn’t overcome them.  Remember verses 5 and 6?  Verse 5 
says, “And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.”  So prior to this point 
in time, when someone tried to destroy the church, they wound up being destroyed.   

But now, when this beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit attempts to destroy the church, he 
succeeds.  And he only succeeds when?  After their testimony is finished, and not until.  The 
world never stops the church from completing the purposes that God has for His church.  So 
what we see here is there is a beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit that achieves this 
destruction of the church.   

Now this beast that ascends out of this bottomless pit that will accomplish this near annihilation 
of the people of God from the face of the earth, is one of three beasts that we are introduced to in 
the book of Revelation.  The book of Revelation introduces us to three evil beasts.  There is the 
beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit here in chapter 11 and verse 7.  Then there is the 
beast that ascends out of the sea in chapter 13 and verse 1.  And then finally, there is the beast 
that ascends out of the earth in chapter 13 and in verse 11. 

These three beasts—the beast that ascends out of the abyss, the beast that ascends out of the sea, 
and the beast that ascends out of the earth—these three beasts represent three separate concepts, 
which we will see as we come to each of them.  What we see is that each of these three beasts are 
Satan’s agents and instruments to carry out his agenda.  They are, if you will, Satan’s helpers.   

This first beast that ascends out of the abyss is the Antichrist, also known as the man of sin.   

!  3



I’d like you to look at two passages in your Bibles.  First of all, I would like you turn to Second 
Thessalonians chapter 2.  Beginning at verse 1, notice it says: “Now we beseech you, brethren, 
by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him.”  Now what is 
that?  That’s the second coming.  That’s when Jesus comes back to the earth.  He comes back and 
we’re going to be gathered together with Him.  He says in verse 1, “We beseech you, brethren,” 
verse 2, “that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor 
by letter as [if] from us,” is the idea, “as that the day of Christ is at hand.”   

So what Paul is saying in verses 1 and 2 is, Look, you people have been misled and deceived, 
and as a result, you’re really upset.  Somebody has claimed to have some prophetic spirit, 
somebody has claimed to have some word from God, somebody even presented a letter, a forged 
letter purported to be from us.  And all of these things together are saying that Christ’s coming is 
imminent; that is, it can happen at any moment.  And he says, I don’t want you to be troubled in 
your mind and think that Christ’s coming is imminent and that it could happen at any moment.  I 
don’t want you to think that.   

Paul says, Here’s the truth.  Verse 3: “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall 
not come,” that is, the second coming of Christ spoken of in verse 1, when He comes and gathers 
us to be with Himself.  That day will not come except there come first, “a falling away,” that is, a 
great apostasy among professing believers; and second, “and that man of sin be revealed, the son 
of perdition; 4 who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 

So Paul is saying to the Thessalonian believers, Look.  When Christ comes and gathers us 
together to be with Himself, that day is not going to occur until two things happen first.  There’s 
going to be a tremendous falling away.  There’s going to be a great apostasy among professing 
Christians.  And this man of sin, who presents himself to the world as being God on earth, is 
going to show up, and he’s going to sit in some kind of a temple, and he’s going to demand that 
people worship him, and he’s going to declare he’s God and exalt himself above everything that 
has previously been called “God.”  Christ isn’t going to return until this great apostasy and this 
appearance of the man of sin occurs.   

So could Jesus come back today?  No.  Why can’t Jesus come back today?  Because we haven’t 
seen the worldwide apostasy of the church and we haven’t seen the appearance of this man of 
sin.  So the idea that Jesus could come today isn’t true.  Jesus said there’s going to be certain 
signs, and when these signs occur, then you know that the second coming is close.  But until 
these signs occur, it isn’t close.   

Now of this individual who comes, it says in verse 8, “then shall that Wicked [one] be revealed,” 
this man of sin, “whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming: 9 even him,” that is, this man of sin, “whose coming is after 
the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 and with all deceivableness 
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of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie: 12 that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.”  So whoever this man of sin is, it says in verse 9, that he is driven by and 
empowered by Satan and is given tremendous ability by Satan to deceive people into thinking 
that he is God on earth.   

The second passage I want us to look at is First John 2:18.  First John chapter 2 and verse 18 
says, “Little children, it is the last time.”  Now “the last time” refers to the time between the first 
and second coming of Christ.  We’ve been in the last time for 2,000 years.  Why is it the last 
time?  Because it’s the last covenantal arrangement God will ever make before He brings the 
consummation.  That’s why it’s called “the last time.”  We’re in the last covenantal arrangement.  
There will be no more covenants after this.   

Now it goes on in verse 18, “and as ye have heard that Antichrist shall come.”  Now let’s just 
stop there for a minute.  Antichrist will come—an individual who is opposed to Christ and who 
substitutes himself as being Christ will come.  Who is this Antichrist?  He is the man of sin, 
spoken of in Second Thessalonians 2, verses 3 and 4.  He is the beast that arises out of the abyss 
in Revelation 11, and in verse 7.  So he says in verse 18, “Little children, it is the last time: and 
as ye have heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are there many Antichrists; whereby we 
know that it is the last time.”   

So all throughout the age between the first and the second coming of Christ, many people are 
going to rise up who oppose Christ, and/or who claim they are Christ.  And of course the many 
antichrists is certainly the string of popes that we have had sitting in the Vatican in Rome, who 
have all said that they are Christ on earth and that they are the ones who are to be worshipped as 
the representative of Christ on earth.  So there are many antichrists, but there is an Antichrist, the 
Antichrist that is going to appear at the end of this age that is going to fulfill the description of 
the man of sin given in Second Thessalonians chapter 2, verses 3 and 4, and who is this beast 
that arises out of the abyss, in Revelation 11 and verse 7.   

Now turn back please to Revelation 11. At the end of this age, in Revelation 11:7, when the 
church has finished the proclamation of the gospel, because all of God’s elect for whom Christ 
died are now saved, notice it says in verse 7 that the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit 
is going to make war against the church and shall overcome it—“and kill it.”  Now the reason he 
said “ascendeth out of the bottomless pit” is because the bottomless pit is where he derives his 
power from, that is, from Satan.  Remember we saw in Second Thessalonians chapter 2 verse 9 
that his working is “after the power of Satan with all power and signs lying wonders, and with all 
deceivableness”?   

So this Antichrist is a human being, but he is indwelt and empowered by Satan, and he is the one 
who will be successful in doing what no one before him was ever successful in doing, and that is, 
overcoming and destroying the church off the face of the earth as a visible presence and as a 
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voice that is heard.  This Antichrist that arises builds a transnational coalition of all of the nations 
of the earth, who submit their sovereignty to him so that all the nations together under his 
authority will cooperatively persecute the church and successfully destroy it.   

Now there are two passages we want to look at.  One is Matthew 24, verses 9 to 14.  In 
Matthew 24, Jesus is talking about how the age is going to unfold, and how the age is going to 
end.  Here’s how the age is going to unfold, Matthew 24, verse 4: “And Jesus answered and said 
unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ; and shall deceive many.”  We can think of the popes of Rome.  We can think of all of the 
false gurus who have risen and said that they are Christ on earth.  Verse 6: “And ye shall hear of 
wars and rumors of wars.”  So there’s going to be religious deception, there’s going to be 
national conflicts.  “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: 
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.” 

So what’s going to characterize the age?  It’s going to be characterized by vast religious 
deception and vast international turmoil of wars between nations.  And that’s just been going on 
for the last 2,000 years, right?—tons of religious deception in all the cults and false religions of 
the world, and tons of wars all across the world.  And when all that stuff happens, guess what?  
It’s not a sign of the end.  Verse 7: “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All 
these are the beginning of sorrows.” There will be great natural disasters.  

So then, there will be religious deception, constant wars, and natural disasters. These things 
characterize this age. These are a foreshadowing of the sorrow that’s going to come, but they’re 
not the end.   

But then there’s a big change at verse 9, when it says, “Then.”  Then, when the end comes, 
“9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of”—
what?—“all nations for my name’s sake.”  All the nations are going to coalesce together to afflict 
the church, attack the church, and to destroy the church, and ultimately to kill it.   

Here’s the great apostasy, verse 10: “And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one 
another, and shall hate one another.”  There’s going to be a vast falling away of people from the 
church. They will be offended that they have to lay down their lives for Christ. The false 
Christians will betray the true Christians to the Antichrist. “11 And many false prophets shall rise, 
and shall deceive many.”  We’ll see the work of the third beast, the beast that arises out of the 
earth, greatly intensified - the false prophet and all of his servants will powerfully deceive the 
nations to a degree they never have before.  Verse 12: “And because iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax cold.”  This will also feed into the great apostasy.  People’s love for the 
Christians, and their love for God, will disappear.  They will plunge into this iniquity that the 
Antichrist is going to promote, as we read in Second Thessalonians chapter 2, verses 8 to 12.  
They loved iniquity, and therefore they would not receive the love of the truth.   
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Verse 13: “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”  That is, those who 
endure this transnational persecution, those who endure this apostasy and the betrayal and the 
hatred that arises out of their formerly professing Christian brethren, they will be saved in the 
end by the second coming of Christ.  They will be saved physically.  It’s not that they’ll be saved 
spiritually; they’re already saved spiritually, but they’ll be delivered if they make it to the end.  
Notice verse 14: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  When they finish their testimony to the whole 
world, then the end will come.   

So what we have here is a description of what’s going to happen around the rise of this beast out 
of the abyss, this Antichrist.  There’s going to be a transnational coalition of nations that are 
going to persecute and kill the Christians.  There’s going to be a great apostasy, a great love for 
iniquity.  The gospel is going to be completely, finally finished in its preaching throughout the 
whole world.  And then there is going to be the end. 

Now let’s turn please also to Revelation chapter 20.  Verse 1: “And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, 3 and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he 
should”—what?—“deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and 
after that he must be loosed a little season.” 

So when Jesus died on the cross and rose again, He bound Satan.  Read about that in Matthew 
chapter 12.  He entered the strong man’s house and He bound him, and Satan has been bound 
ever since.  This thousand year period described the church age.  And what is Satan bound with 
reference to?  He’s bound with reference to a particular activity—not all activities, just a 
particular one.  He’s bound with reference to his capacity to deceive the nations, that is, to get all 
the nations to cooperate together to attack the church.  He’s bound with reference to that.   

Now notice the church age is described in verses 4 to 6, and then we have the end of the church 
age, verse 7: “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 
8 and shall go out”—and do what?—“deceive the nations.”  That’s what he’s bound with 
reference to, it’s what he couldn’t do.  That’s why the world has never been able to agree 
together to destroy Christianity.  Though individual nations have tried, there haven’t been enough 
of them in a coalition together to achieve that goal.   

“7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 and shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth,”—north, south, east, and 
west—“Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of 
the sea.”  So all the nations now are unified to go to war.  And who are they going to war with?  
Verse 9: “And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed [surrounded] the camp of 
the saints about, and the beloved city.”  That is, they’re going to finish the church and they’re 
going to destroy the church.  “And fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
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10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” 

At the last minute, Jesus is going to come and prevent the total annihilation of the church.  
Though it will be largely destroyed from off the face of the earth, there will be a remnant who 
endures to the end.  They will be saved.  And Jesus Himself said, Except those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved.  But for the elects’ sake, those days will be shortened.  And 
we’re going to see in a few minutes how short this period really is.   

Matthew, chapter 24 and verse 14, says, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  And here in 
Revelation 11, verse 7: “And when they shall have finished their testimony,” then the end comes.  
So Matthew 24:14 and Revelation 11 and verse 7 are saying exactly the same thing, referring to 
exactly the same issue.  The gospel’s done being preached, and then Antichrist arises, the 
transnational persecution begins, and we’re going to see how that works out in a moment.   

So the result of the rise of Antichrist and the coalition of nations that will cooperate with him is 
that they will make war with the church, represented by the two witnesses, and they will 
overcome the church, and they will kill the church.  So Revelation 11 and verse 7 tells that for all 
intents and purposes, the church will be destroyed from off the face of the earth.  The voice of 
the church in the world will be silenced.  Only a small remnant will remain, who are scattered 
and invisible and powerless and voiceless.   

Here of course is another reason, in addition to all the ones I gave you previously, why these two 
witnesses cannot be two literal individuals—a transnational coalition would not be necessary to 
defeat two human beings.  But notice it says in verse 7, “And when they shall have finished their 
testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them.”  You 
don’t need to mount a transnational coalition of nations to make war against two individual 
human beings.  And so once again, we see that they represent the church.   

It’s also interesting when it says, verse 8, “And their dead body,” singular, “shall lie in the 
street.”  The King James has “bodies,” plural, but it’s really singular in the original.  The church 
is just one body.  The body of the church, the body of Christ, is going to lie dead in the streets.  
And so a transnational coalition would not be necessary to defeat two humans.  But to do a 
worldwide takedown of the entire visible church across the total globe would require a 
transnational coalition headed up by the Antichrist to achieve that feat, and that’s exactly what 
happens, and that’s what verse 7 is telling us. 

Notice Revelation 11, verse 8: “And their dead bodies [body] shall lie in the street of the great 
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.”  Now it’s 
important for us to notice that this chapter speaks of two cities.  In verse 2, we read about the 
“holy city,” which we saw represented the church.  Here in verse 8, it talks about the “great city,” 
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which represents the world.  So you have the city of God and you have the city of man.  You 
have the city that represents the church and you have the city that represents the world.   

Now this great city spoken of in verse 8 is called Sodom, which represents the immorality of the 
world.  It’s called Egypt, which represents the bondage of the world.  And it’s called Jerusalem, 
the city where our Lord was crucified, representing the apostasy of the world.  And this is the 
city over which Antichrist rules.  It is a city of sexual immorality, it is a city of slavery to civil 
government, it is a city of religious apostates who hate Christ and His people.   

In Sodom, the people were immoral.  In Egypt, the people were in bondage to civil government; 
they were slaves of it.  And in Jerusalem, the city was apostate and viciously attacked God in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  And so this world of impurity and oppression and ungodliness is the 
world over which Antichrist rules, and this is the world that makes war on the Christian.  Who 
makes war on the Christians?  Sodom, Egypt, and Jerusalem.  That’s the world, spiritually 
speaking, that makes war on the Christians. 

Immorality, enslavement, apostasy—that represents the kingdom of Antichrist that goes to war 
against the church.  And as the world of Antichrist slaughters the Christians at the end of this age, 
and their dead bodies lie in the streets. Not only is there no sorrow for the multitude of 
slaughtered believers, there is only contempt for them and rejoicing at their elimination.   

Notice verses 9 and 10: “9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see 
their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 
10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send 
gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.”   

Now notice verse 9 says, “And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations.”  Here 
is the transnational worldwide coalition of nations and people who are united in their persecution 
and slaughter of the church.  They see the defeat and the destruction of the church, and they only 
have contempt for the church and hatred of the church, and this is shown by this symbolism of 
refusing to even give the two witnesses a decent burial.   

The idea here is that the world sees the defeated and destroyed church as having no worth or 
value, and there is no reason therefore to mourn them or to memorialize their loss, which is what 
you do at funerals—you memorialize the person, you mourn the loss.  They see no reason to 
memorialize the demise of the church or to mourn its loss.  They see the church as having no 
worth or value, and the corpse of the church is only worthy to be kicked into the gutter and left 
there to rot.  That’s the esteem they have for the church of God.   

Furthermore, this wicked world over which Antichrist rules not only views the church with utter 
contempt, they are thrilled to the point of utter delight that the Christians’ public witness and 
message has been silenced.  They celebrate the demise of the church and rejoice that their 
consciences no longer will be tormented by the message that they need to repent and submit 
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themselves to Christ and the gospel.  And so we see them partying and sending gifts to each 
other and rejoicing—the church is finally gone.  Why?  Because the message of the gospel is a 
torment to the conscience of the lost, and that is why they hate those who preach it, and that is 
why they are always glad when they are free from their presence.   

Notice it says in verse 10, “And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make 
merry, and shall send gifts one to another”—here it is—“because these two prophets tormented 
them that dwelt on the earth.”  And I just want to say to us this morning, that if we are not 
tormenting the consciences of the lost when we preach the gospel, then we are not preaching the 
gospel.  You know that the Christian church in America today is largely unpersecuted.  Why?  
Because they’re basically telling people, You can live any way you want and still go to heaven.  
But remember what Ahab said to Elijah in First Kings 18:17: “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?”  
You see, Ahab recognized that Elijah’s message was one that disturbed the self-satisfied self-
righteous self-determination of the apostate people of the nation of Israel, and he says, You’re 
just coming and stirring up trouble by preaching the truth.  And you see, when we go and preach 
the truth, and we say that sodomite counterfeit marriage is an abomination to God, people get 
furious with you because you are troubling their consciences about the evil that they are doing or 
countenancing or defending.   

The question is:  How long will this triumph of Antichrist and the world over which he rules last?  
Well our passage says that it will last for three and half days.  Notice what it says in verse 9: 
“And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three 
days and an half.”  And it says in verse 11, “And after three days and an half.”   

Now this three and a half days stands in contrast to the three and a half years that the gospel 
witness continued on earth between the first and second coming of Christ mentioned in verse 3.  
Look back at Revelation 11:3: “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days.”  How long is the witness of the church 
going to go on?  It’s going to go on the length of this symbolic number of one thousand two 
hundred and sixty days, which is three and a half years. 

So the gospel age is represented by one thousand two hundred and sixty days, and the reign of 
Antichrist is represented by three and a half days.  Now three and a half days is less than one 
third of one percent of twelve hundred and sixty days.  It’s less than one third of one percent.  
The gospel age has so far lasted two thousand years, hasn’t it?  One third of one percent of two 
thousand years is six years.  So you figure the gospel’s been preached for two thousand years—
maybe the Antichrist will last six.  The point is, it’s a very short period of time, right?  I’m not 
predicting numbers, I’m just saying the proportion between three and a half days and twelve 
hundred and sixty days is that one is less than one third of one percent of the other.   

The reign and rule of Antichrist at the end of this age and the defeat and destruction of the 
Christian church will be an extremely short period of time compared to the length of time the 
church has been powerful and victorious and successful in spreading its message and presence 
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over the whole world.  The point being, people, is that he triumphing of the wicked is short and 
the joy of the hypocrite is just for a moment.  Think of Jesus’ ministry—three and a half years 
preaching the gospel, three and half days in the grave.  The time of His ministry and triumph was 
large; the time of His apparent defeat was very short.  And so it will be at the end of this age.   

Matthew 24 and verse 22 says, “And except those days should be shortened, there should no 
flesh be saved,” that is, saved physically alive.  No believers would be left alive if this three and 
a half days was six and a half days, or whatever.  “But for the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened,” because Christ will not suffer the total defeat of His church and the complete 
eradication of believers off the earth.  He will simply allow His enemies to have a significant 
victory, but there will be a remnant left alive.   

Well that brings us to our second major point this morning.  Having seen the martyrdom of the 
witnesses in verses 7 to 10, notice in the second place the resurrection of the witnesses in 
verses 11 to 14.   

Verse 11 says, “And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, 
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12 And they heard a 
great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a 
cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the 
tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the 
remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe is past; and, 
behold, the third woe cometh quickly.” 

Now the triumph of the Antichrist and the world which he rules over the visible church and over 
the message it preaches will not only be short, it will come to a very shocking end.  That 
shocking end is described in verses 11 and 12, which I just read to you, and these verses describe 
the resurrection of the saints and the rapture of the saints that will occur when Christ returns.  
The language that is used here in verses 11 and 12, when it says that “the Spirit of life from God 
entered into them, and they stood upon their feet,” is taken directly out of Ezekiel 37, verses 1 to 
10, where we have the vision of the valley of the dry bones.  There’s all these dry bones, and God 
says to Ezekiel, “Can they live?”  And he says, “Lord, you know.”  And He says, “Speak to 
them.”  In verse 5 and in verse 10, Ezekiel speaks to these dry bones, and it says the Spirit of life 
from God entered into the dry bones, and they stood up on their feet.  This is a picture of the 
resurrection at the end of the age, and John imports that same language right into our passage.   

Now what is being said here in verse 11 and 12, where there’s this resurrection and then this 
being caught up into the heavens, is expanded and explained in First Thessalonians 4, verses 13 
to 18.  Turn there with me please, if you would.  First Thessalonians chapter 4, verses 13 through 
18, says:  

“13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
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again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus,” that is, those who are dead, “will God bring with 
him.”  Their bodies are in the grave, but they’re in heaven, they’re coming back with Jesus.  “15 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord”—and by the way, how many people will that be?  A very, very, very small 
number.  I’ve heard a lot of people say, You know, I sure hope I’m alive when Jesus returns.  If 
you’re alive when Jesus returns, that means you have gone through horrible, horrible, fantastic 
persecution and tribulation, and you’re one of the tiny remnant that’s left alive after Antichrist is 
done destroying the church.  How many of the believers are going to be left alive when Jesus 
returns?  Well, if He’d let it go on any longer, there would be none, but He cuts it short so there 
will be a few.  How few?  I don’t know.  Will it be a thousand, ten thousand, hundred thousand?  
I don’t know, but a far smaller number than what comprises the totality of the church. 

Verse 15: “For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [precede, or go ahead or in front of] them which 
are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:”—there’s verse 11 
and 12 of Revelation 11—“17 then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

So you have in Revelation 11, verses 11 and 12, the resurrection and then you have the rapture, 
don’t you?  All these dead bodies come back to life and then there’s a voice from heaven that 
says, “Come up hither,” and they all go up.  That’s exactly what’s being described here.  
Verse 18: “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”  In other words, when your loved 
one dies, they aren’t lost forever.  You’re going to get to see them again, if they’re believers. 

Notice chapter 5, verse 1: “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I 
write unto you.”  The question is, When’s all this going to occur?  He says, You don’t need for 
me to write to you.  He says, You already know the answer.  Here’s the answer: “2 For yourselves 
know perfectly”—you know perfectly well the answer.  Here it is: “that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night.”  Now here’s our verse, verse 3: “For when they shall say, Peace 
and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall not escape.”  First Thessalonians 5 verse 3 is Revelation 11, verses 9 and 10.  In 
Revelation 11:9 to 10, all the dead bodies are in the street, they’re all having a party, they’re all 
saying, Finally, we’ve gotten rid of the Christians!  The wicked now think that the Christians are 
all gone, that the world will now be a place of peace and safety and tranquility and happiness.  
We’ve finally reached our humanistic nirvana.  We’ve finally wiped the Christian religion off the 
face of the earth.  But what happens when they finally achieve what they think they want?  
Sudden destruction comes, and they will not escape.   

So when is Jesus going to return?  Not until the great apostasy occurs, not until Antichrist arises, 
not until the church is virtually wiped off the face of the earth, not until the world is saying, We 
finally achieved it!  Then Jesus will return.  So is the second coming of Christ imminent?  It is 
not.  It cannot and will not occur till all these things occur first.   
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Turn back please to Revelation 11.  What we saw is that the church has been decimated and the 
people are now rejoicing and relaxing.  They’re now saying, Peace and safety.  They’re now 
saying, Everything’s just the way it’s supposed to be.  And at that moment, the resurrection 
occurs, the rapture occurs, and Jesus comes in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God and on them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and they shall be 
destroyed with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord.   

The wicked world will behold the resurrection of the saints, they will behold the transformation 
of those few saints that are still alive, and they will see them caught up to meet Christ in the air.  
Notice verse 12: “And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. 
And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud;”—now here it is—“and their enemies beheld them.”  
This is not going to be some secret rapture, where people are just walking down the street, and 
suddenly, Boom!  They just disappear and nobody sees anything.  The whole idea of a secret 
rapture isn’t even remotely biblical.  It says here that they will see it.  The church will be restored 
to life, the church will be restored to honor, the church will be restored to power, the church will 
then be caught up to be with Christ in the air, and the world will see it happen.   

Notice verse 13: “And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city 
fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, 
and gave glory to the God of heaven.”  Now in verse 13, the destruction of the world begins and 
the slaughter of the wicked by Christ starts.  We read about this in Revelation chapter 20, where 
they surround the camp of the saints and God comes back and just destroys them.  And verse 13 
here is describing that destruction.   

Now remember also the sixth seal, back in chapter 6?  Turn back there, please, to Revelation 
chapter 6.  The Lamb opens the seals in chapter 6, and we have the four horsemen of the 
apocalypse, which describe the activity of the unsaved during this age—the white horse, the red 
horse, the black horse, the pale horse.  And then the fifth seal—the persecution of believers and 
the martyrdom of believers.  And then the sixth seal—notice if you will verse 12 of Revelation 6: 

“12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake;”—just 
like in Revelation 11 and verse 13—“and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became as blood; 13 and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her 
untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when 
it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 15 And the 
kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
mountains; 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 for the great day of his wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to stand?”  That’s just an extended description of Revelation 11:13. 
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Turn back please to Revelation 11 and notice what it says in verse 13: “And the same hour was 
there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell.”  What city is that?  Well it’s the same 
city that we read about back in verse 8, right?  “And their dead body shall lie in the street of the 
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.”   

The city is the kingdom of Antichrist.  It’s the world.  It’s the world over which Antichrist rules.  
What verse 13 is saying is that one tenth of his kingdom is immediately destroyed.  Isn’t that 
what it says?  It says, “And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the 
city”—that is, the kingdom of Antichrist—“fell.”  Now “ten” we know is the number of 
perfection.  So one tenth is therefore a partial, as opposed to a perfect destruction, due to this 
worldwide earthquake.  So when Christ shows up, part of the world in terms of its physical 
infrastructure is destroyed by this great earthquake.  And then it says there were seven thousand 
killed in the same earthquake, right?   

Now seven is the number of completion and ten is the number of perfection.  So when you 
multiply completion by perfection, you have totality, don’t you?  You have ten times ten times 
ten, which is a thousand, and then you have seven times a thousand, which is seven thousand.  
Whenever we multiply primary numbers together, it results in an intensification of the symbolic 
meaning of that number, just like when we divide them, it results in a diminishing of the idea 
conveyed by that number. 

It says there were seven thousand killed, so what is being said here is that the people in the 
kingdom of Antichrist were virtually all completely killed.  Now they weren’t totally killed, but I 
think this is a proportionate response.  What did Antichrist and his kingdom do to the Christians?  
Killed them all but a small remnant.  So what does Jesus do when He returns to the kingdom of 
Antichrist?  Kills them all except for a very small remnant, and that remnant is spoken of in 
verse 13.  It says there “were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted”—
just the remnant—“and gave glory to the God of heaven.”  So just like there’s a remnant of 
Christians left alive as a result of the work of Antichrist, there’s just a remnant of the wicked left 
alive as a result of the coming of Christ.   

So this small remnant remains.  They recognize that God was God after all and Antichrist wasn’t 
God.  They recognize God as God, and they are terrified.  This is like the terror that the guards 
had that were guarding the tomb of Jesus, remember?  I mean, He’s in the grave, and they think, 
He’s dead, no sweat, you know—we’re on guard duty, in peace and safety, here, have a beer.  
And then suddenly, Jesus comes out of the tomb, and what happens to the guards?  They’re 
prostrate with terror.  And here we have the world thinking, It’s all good.  The Christians are all 
gone.  We finally eliminated Christianity and the Christian God.  And then the Christian God 
shows up, and just like the guards at the tomb, they are just terrified.   

Now it says that they’re giving glory to God, but that just simply means they’re acknowledging 
that God exists and that they’re in trouble.  It’s the same acknowledgement that’s expressed in 
the last verse of Revelation chapter 6, where it says, “17 for the great day of his wrath is come; 

!  14



and who shall be able to stand?”  So they’re giving glory to God and are acknowledging that He 
exists and that the judgment is coming.  They’re recognizing who He is and what’s about to 
happen to them, and of course they’re filled with terror.  So these people are not saved, they are 
simply acknowledging what they had previously denied, and that is the existence and the justice 
and the wrath of God.   

Now notice verse 14.  It says, “The second woe is past;”—we just read about it—“and, behold, 
the third woe cometh quickly. 15 And the seventh angel sounded…”  The point is that the seventh 
trumpet follows immediately upon the conclusion of the proclamation of the gospel.  The short 
term reign of Antichrist, the resurrection of the believers, then the trumpet immediately occurs—
there’s no delay, is the idea, no lapse of time between the resurrection and the sounding of the 
seventh trumpet.   

Now we’ll look at the seventh trumpet next time, God willing.  But what we need to understand 
from this passage is that every knee is going to bow, and every tongue is going to confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  And that’s what we see happening in 
verse 13, don’t we?  Now we voluntarily bowed our knee and confessed to salvation.  They are 
going to bow their knee and confess in abject terror and in recognition of the immediacy of their 
condemnation and of their damnation in hell.   

The other thing this passage tells us is, not only that Christ is going to triumph over all the 
wicked, no matter what wickedness they do; it also gives us hope in the midst of martyrdom, 
because what do we see here?  We see the church being slaughtered wholesale, virtually 
eliminated from the face of the earth.  But was that a defeat of the church?  Was that a defeat of 
the believers?  No, because the resurrection is coming, death is a solvable problem—indeed, it’s 
not a problem at all.  That’s why God doesn’t have any problem with His people getting 
martyred, because He can fix that, right?   

It’s like when a child spills milk on the floor, it’s not a big deal—Mom can fix it.  You know, you 
just get a rag and wipe it up, and it’s like it never happened.  It’s no big deal.  And for God, for us 
to be killed is no big deal, because He can fix that.  He resurrects us right out of the grave, and 
we go on living for all eternity.  And it will be as though nothing happened.   

And so when we see our brethren getting martyred today,  and if we live into this final time 
period and we are martyred or all of our loved ones are, it isn’t a problem.  They will be raised 
and we will be with them forever. 

Now there is so much here, and it’s frustrating to have to stop, but I am going to stop.  Next time, 
we’re going to go back and look at Daniel chapter 2, and especially Daniel chapter 7, and we’re 
going to see that it runs exactly parallel to this passage in Revelation 11, verses 1 to 14.  So 
we’re going to leave Revelation next week, and actually go to Daniel, because what we find is 
that what Daniel says is also said in Revelation, expanded and clarified.  Thus, we want to tie 
those two books together, especially those two chapters.   
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We’re going to see that Revelation 11:7 is explicitly spoken of in Daniel 7:21.  We’re going to 
see that this three and a half day period is explicitly spoken of in Daniel 7 and verse 25.  And 
we’re going to see that the little horn that rises up and subdues the three kings—that’s Antichrist
—and how all the kings come under the authority of Antichrist.  Three is the number of 
perfection and completion.  So he’s going to perfectly and completely dominate the whole world.  
And you’ll find it amazing how Daniel so clearly declared exactly what Revelation chapter 11 
declares.  So that’s where we’re headed next week, and then the week after that we’ll come back 
and deal with the seventh trumpet.  Well let’s pray together.   

Our Father, we’re so grateful for this wonderful book and how it unfolds to us what’s going to 
happen in the future and how it’s going to go.  And we can see that even in the apparent victory 
of the world over the church, there is the foundation for their defeat, just like the apparent victory 
of the world over Jesus in killing Him and putting Him in the grave, while it seemed to be a 
victory, it was actually laying the foundation for their defeat.  And so it will happen to us.  
Father, help us to be faithful to death, knowing that we will receive a crown of life.  Father, thank 
you that death has no victory over the believer, that Christ has defeated and conquered and 
removed death as anything other than just a temporary state of affairs for a short period of time.   

And now, Lord, be pleased to encourage our hearts to continue to preach the gospel so that the 
testimony can be finished.  Lord, I just pray that we would proclaim the message in the little 
book, the sweet message.  And yes, it brings bitter persecution against us, but Father, may we 
complete the job that Jesus sent us to achieve, and that is to preach the gospel to the whole world 
until all the elect are saved.  And then shall the end come.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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