
 

 

Sermon Outline September 1, 2013 
“Hypocrisy, the Great Destroyer”  

Luke 12:1-7 
 

A few weeks ago, in Sunday school, someone mentioned the 
TV show, “Under the Dome.”  Reference was made to the pastor who 
was both a drug dealer and a drug user.  Now, I have seen the show 
and I have to admit I actually like it.  I do not like that the pastor was 
a drug dealer, yet ONE TRUTH that show portrays well, is that the 
pastor was a SINNER, like everyone else.  He definitely is not the only 
sinner in the show.   

 
Pastors, and even Christians in general, are often put up on 

pedestals, we are expected to be righteous, even perfect as our 
Father in Heaven is perfect.  Yet, the “perfection” required by 
Scripture of us here on earth, is not a sinless perfection --- if we 
pretend to such, we are LIARS! 

 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. (1 John 1:8 NKJ) 
 

Yet, what is hypocrisy?  It is putting on a mask, it is play acting, it is 
what the Pharisees were doing and they were loath, as we all are, to have 
their mask removed. 

 

I used to think when I went to seminary, became a missionary, 
became a pastor … that becoming such would automatically make 
me a different, better person, it does not! 

 
If I were to ask the question, what kind of Pastor am I?  Am I 

more like Jesus, that Greatest SINLESS Shepherd of all of us sheep or 
like the DRUG user / seller in that TV show? … Well I have never sold 
drugs, nor have I ever taken non-prescription illegal drugs … but BY 
NATURE I am more a match with that fictional character than a 
match with a Sinless Christ; and so is every mere human whether 
mere human pastor or parishioner … Since Adam and Eve, we’ve  all 
been sinners by nature and we are only made godly by GRACE! 

 

I. Hypocrisy was the defining characteristic of the 
Pharisees – 

In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered 
together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples 

first of all, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 

(Luke 12:1 NKJ) 
 

ὑπόκρισις hupokrisis {hoop-ok'-ree-sis}  - the acting of a stage player, 

dissimulation, wearing a mask, hypocrisy  
 

The Pharisees were the in the eyes of the LORD, the ultimate mask wearers, 
the wore a mask of religious righteousness  

 
44

 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
graves…  (Luke 11:44 NKJ) 

 
27

 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are 
full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.   

28
 "Even so you also outwardly 

appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
(Mat 23:27-28 NKJ) 

 
9
 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous, and despised others:  
10

 "Two men went up to the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  

11
 "The Pharisee stood and 

prayed thus with himself, `God, I thank You that I am not like other men-- 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.   

12
 `I fast twice a 

week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'  
13

 "And the tax collector, standing 
afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying,`God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 
 
14

 "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; 
for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted."   (Luke 18:9-14 NKJ) 
 

1. It was that by which they deceived even themselves - 
2. They thought they could KEEP the LAW to the Point they were 

pleasing God – 

3. They were WRONG, hence Christ’s WOES! 
 

II. Yet, Christ aims His BEWARE at His own disciples! 

 

1. One of the most quoted passages of Scripture contains this word 
“Beware”  2 Beware of dogs… Philippians 3:2 NKJ) 



 

 

 

Beware means to have your eyes open to something, to be 
careful about or even avoid something, as it tends to be dangerous! 

 
2. In this passage Jesus prefaces His “beware” to His disciples 

with “first of all” indicating this which He was about to warn 
them to “beware” of was a first rate DANGER!  Of all things, 
of a dangers to be wary of, this was the FIRST and most 
dangerous. 

 
3. Note too, with a huge crowd all around Him, this “beware” is 

a warning Jesus directs specifically to His own disciples!   
 

 It is a GIVEN that an ungodly world (including Pharisees)  
would wear MASKS, be hypocrites – 

13
 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

themselves into apostles of Christ.   
14

 And no wonder! For Satan 
himself transforms himself into an angel of light.   

15
 Therefore it is no 

great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of 
righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. (2Co 11:13-
15 NKJ) 
 

 That Christians, disciples, pastors, missionaries, Sunday school 
teachers, WIC leaders, etc… are all also VULNERBLE to this 
danger is why Jesus warns US to beware!  He wants us to 
avoid this trap so common that is threatens almost EVERY 
STEP we take – 
 

A. We all tend to put our best foot forward, a resume always 
emphasizes the good jobs we’ve done 

B. This leads to a lack of vulnerability 
C. This leads to a lack of REALITY, real healing and salvation 
D. This leads to a distorted, misleading witness 
 

Remember that hypocrisy robs us of reality in Christian living. We 
substitute reputation for character, mere words for true prayer, 
money for the devotion of the heart. No wonder Jesus compared the 
Pharisees to tombs that were whitewashed on the outside, but filthy 
on the inside! (Matt. 23:27–28) 

But hypocrisy not only robs us of character, it also robs us of spiritual 
rewards. Instead of the eternal approval of God, we receive the shallow praise 
of men. We pray, but there are no answers. We fast, but the inner man 
shows no improvement. The spiritual life becomes hollow and lifeless. We 
miss the blessing of God here and now, and also lose the reward of God 
when Christ returns. 

Hypocrisy also robs us of spiritual influence. The Pharisees were a negative 
influence; whatever they touched was defiled and destroyed. The people 
who admired them and obeyed the Pharisees’ words thought they 
themselves were being helped, when in reality, they were being hurt. 

The first step toward overcoming hypocrisy is to be honest with God in 
our secret life. We must never pray anything that we do not mean from the 
heart; otherwise, our prayers are simply empty words. Our motive must be 
to please God alone, no matter what men may say or do. We must cultivate 
the heart in the secret place. It has well been said, “The most important part 
of a Christian’s life is the part that only God sees.” When reputation 
becomes more important than character, we have become hypocrites.  
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III. SEE in this passage Christ’s cures for hypocrisy: 
1. Realize, one day all secrets will be revealed anyway – Luke 12:2-3 

2
 "For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will 

not be known.  
3
 "Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be 

heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be 
proclaimed on the housetops. (Luke 12:2-3 NKJ) 

 
2. Don’t fear men, fear God - :4-5 

4
 "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, 

and after that have no more that they can do.   
5
 "But I will show you whom 

you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; 
yes, I say to you, fear Him!   (Luke 12:4-5 NKJ) 
 

3. Realize you are valuable in God’s eyes and He cares for you - :6-7 
6
 "Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is 

forgotten before God.  
7
 "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do 

not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 (Luke 12:6-7 NKJ) 
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