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We need to believe God’s Truth. 
 

1. God is the Supreme Good. 
 

“I will fill the soul of the priests with abundance, And My people will be satisfied with My 
goodness,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 31:14) 
 

2. Man is an idol worshiper. 
 

For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. (Romans 1:25) 
 

3. Jesus is the double cure. 
 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to 
God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; (1 Peter 3:18) 

 

4. Faith is trust in the promises. 
 

Yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, 
giving glory to God, (Romans 4:20) 

 

5. Love is the obedience of faith. 
 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith 
working through love. (Galatians 5:6) 

 

6. God is sovereign over all. 
 

The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the Lord. (Proverbs 16:33) 
 

7. Jesus is a willing Savior for all. 
 

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 
 

We need to trust God’s Promises. 
 

1. God promises us perfection (righteousness). 
 

Much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will 
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:17) 

 

2. God promises us pardon (forgiveness). 
 

In whom [Jesus] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:13-14) 
 

 

3. God promises us peace (God is for us). 
 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, (Romans 5:1) 
 

4. God promises us provision (what we truly need). 
 



And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 4:19) 

 

5. God promises us power (grace to trust and obey). 
 

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13) 
 

6. God promises us pleasure (full and lasting joy). 
 

You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. (Psalm 16:11) 

 

7. God promises us perfect love (the perfect pursuit of our good). 
 

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, 
and the one who fears is not perfected in love. (1 John 4:18) 

 

We need to obey God’s Commands. 
 

1. Seek God for LIFE. 
 

Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. Seek the Lord and 
His strength; Seek His face continually. (Psalm 105:3-4) 
 

2. Serve others for their good. 
 

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who 
are of the household of the faith. (Galatians 6:10) 

 

3. Submit gladly to authority. 
 

Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those which exist are established by God. (Romans 13:1) 

 

4. Sacrifice in the exercise of freedom. 
 

But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 
weak. (1 Corinthians 8:9) 
 

5. Speak the truth in love. 
 

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for 
edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 
(Ephesians 4:29) 
 

6. Suffer to the glory of God. 
 

16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

 

7. Show grace to the ill-deserving. 
 

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to 
ungrateful and evil men. (Luke 6:35) 



The Grand Theme – The Love of God (Part 8) [Teaching Notes] 
Coast Community Church Pastor’s Class; Earl Miles; September 1, 2013 

 
"The ideal for human functioning is faith working through love."–David Powlison 
 
Intro  
 

 God loves obedience. 

 Obedience is important for love, joy and assurance. 

 Obedience is difficult because of us, others and God’s sovereign work. 

 Obedience is not undermined by the gift of righteousness or strengthened without it. 

 Obedience flows from faith: 
o Submission to Jesus as Lord flows from reception of His LIFE-giving 

righteousness. 
o Obedience to His commands flows from trust in His promises. 

 Faith believes God’s Word. 

 Faith is a gift of God by His Spirit through His Word. 

 Believe God’s Word and act on it, simple enough! 
 
God’s Word includes truth, commands and promises. 
 

Principle 3 – The Threefold Nature of the Word: God’s Word is filled with truth and 
promises and commands that are to reveal Jesus and ourselves and inform our obedience 
and are instruments in the hands of the Spirit to enable us to obey. 

 
John 8:31-32; John 17:17; 2 Corinthians 3:17-4:6 
 

A thirsty man stranded on a boat in the ocean for countless days will not drink the ocean water, 
if he sees it as poison for him (truth), if he believes there is a better alternative (promises), and if 
he knows how to avoid it (commands). 
 
We need to believe God’s Truth. 
 
What do I need to believe to be the truth? 
 
How does this help me to obey? 
 
1. God is the Supreme Good. 

 



You will make known to me the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. (Psalm 16:11) 
 
My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers praises with joyful 
lips. (Psalm 63:5) 
 
How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to You To dwell in Your courts. 
We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple. (Psalm 65:4) 
 
“But I would feed you with the finest of the wheat, And with honey from the rock I would 
satisfy you.” (Psalm 81:16) 
 
O satisfy us in the morning with Your lovingkindness, That we may sing for joy and be glad 
all our days. (Psalm 90:14) 
 
Who satisfies your years with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle. 
(Psalm 103:5) 
 
He waters the mountains from His upper chambers; The earth is satisfied with the fruit of His 
works. (Psalm 104:13) 
 
You give to them, they gather it up; You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good. 
(Psalm 104:28) 
 
For He has satisfied the thirsty soul, And the hungry soul He has filled with what is good. 
(Psalm 107:9) 
 
You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Psalm 145:16) 
 
“I will fill the soul of the priests with abundance, And My people will be satisfied with My 
goodness,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 31:14) 
 
and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains 
from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” (Acts 
14:17) 
 
Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. (James 1:17) 

 



2. Man is an idol worshiper. 
 

3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any 
likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 
5 You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of 
those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and 
keep My commandments. (Exodus 20:3-6) 
 
“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living 
waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water. (Jeremiah 
2:13) 
 
Arise, O LORD, confront him, bring him low; 
Deliver my soul from the wicked with Your sword, 
14 From men with Your hand, O LORD, 
From men of the world, whose portion is in this life, 
And whose belly You fill with Your treasure; 
They are satisfied with children, 
And leave their abundance to their babes. 
15 As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; 
I will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake. (Psalm 17:13-15) 
 
“Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance. (Isaiah 
55:2) 
 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible 
God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 
so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God 
for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. (Romans 1:22-25) 
 

3. Jesus is the double cure. 
 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to 
God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; (1 Peter 3:18) 

 
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him. … 17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned 
through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 18 So then as through one 
transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of 



righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the 
many will be made righteous. (Romans 5:8-9, 17-19) 

 

5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, “SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE 

NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; 
6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 
7 “THEN I SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) 
TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.’” (Hebrews 10:5-7) 

 
Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So 
the two of them walked on together. (Genesis 22:8) 

 
But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the Lord his guilt offering for that in 
which he has sinned, two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a sin offering and the 
other for a burnt offering. (Leviticus 5:7) 

 
and he said to Aaron, “Take for yourself a calf, a bull, for a sin offering and a ram for a 
burnt offering, both without defect, and offer them before the Lord. (Leviticus 9:3) 

 
Aaron shall enter the holy place with this: with a bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt 
offering. (Leviticus 16:3) 

 
4. Faith is trust in the promises. 

 
For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the 
promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but 
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, (Romans 4:16) 

 

19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since 
he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, with respect to 
the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to 
God, 21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 
(Romans 4:19-21) 

 
Not one of the good promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all came 
to pass. (Joshua 21:45) 

 
“Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He 
promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, which He promised through 
Moses His servant. (1 Kings 8:56) 

 



For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is 
our Amen to the glory of God through us. (2 Corinthians 1:20) 

 
But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ 
might be given to those who believe. (Galatians 3:22) 

 
so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises. (Hebrews 6:12) 

 
And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 
He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6) 

 
All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having 
welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on 
the earth. (Hebrews 11:13) 

 
5. Love is the obedience of faith. 

 
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith 
working through love. (Galatians 5:6) 

 
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

 
Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), (Ephesians 
6:2) 
For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may 
receive what was promised. (Hebrews 10:36) 

 
By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to 
receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. (Hebrews 11:8) 

 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin, 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. (Hebrews 11:24-26) 

 
By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, 
since she considered Him faithful who had promised. (Hebrews 11:11) 

 



For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them 
you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world by lust. (2 Peter 1:4) 

 
6. God is sovereign over all. 

 
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. 
Amen. (Romans 11:36) 

 
The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the Lord. (Proverbs 16:33) 

 
7. Jesus is a willing Savior for all. 

 
3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:3-4) 

 
28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 

 
Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all 
people everywhere should repent, (Acts 17:30) 

 
But as for Israel He says, “ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A 

DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTINATE PEOPLE.” (Romans 10:21) 
 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often 
I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
and you were unwilling. (Matthew 23:37) 

 
If our faith does not move us to obey, then we have a hope problem. 

 
We need to trust God’s Promises. 
 
What do I need to trust God for? 
 
What promises to we need to trust? 
 
How does this help me to obey? 

 
Hope is the large trunk of the gospel tree. 

 
1. God promises us perfection (righteousness). 

 



For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who 
receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:17) 

 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
(Matthew 5:6) 
 

2. God promises us pardon (forgiveness). 
 

13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:13-14) 

 
3. God promises us peace (God is for us). 

 
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in 
which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2) 
 
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1) 
 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? (Romans 8:31) 

 
4. God promises us provision (what we truly need). 

 
And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 4:19) 

 
25 “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or 
what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap 
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much 
more than they? 27 And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28 And 
why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil 
nor do they spin, 29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like 
one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31 Do not 
worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for 
clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. (Matthew 6:25-32) 

 
5. God promises us power (grace to trust and obey). 



     I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13) 
 

And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” 
Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

 
6. God promises us pleasure (full and lasting joy).  

 
You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right 
hand there are pleasures forever. (Psalm 16:11) 
 
These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
made full. (John 15:11) 

 
but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will 
give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.” (John 4:14) 

 
for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs 
of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:17) 

 
Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I 
will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. (Revelation 
21:6) 

 
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, 
for you shall laugh. (Luke 6:21) 

 
7. God promises us perfect love (the pursuit of our good). 

 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and 
the one who fears is not perfected in love. (1 John 4:18) 

 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life in Christ 
Jesus, (2 Timothy 1:1) 

 
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive 
the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. (James 1:2) 

 
This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life. (1 John 2:25) 

 



The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want 
of any good thing. (Psalm 34:10) 

 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; The Lord gives grace and glory; No good thing does 
He withhold from those who walk uprightly. (Psalm 84:11) 

 
We must set our hope on Jesus for righteousness and LIFE in order to gladly submit to His 
will. 

 
Faith is being satisfied in all that God promises to be for me in Jesus. 

 
We need to obey God’s Commands. 

 
What do I need to obey in order to love? 
 
What commands do we need to obey? 
 
How does this help me to obey? 
 

Obedience is the fruit of the gospel tree. 
 
1. Seek God for LIFE. 

 
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who 
believes in Me will never thirst. (John 6:35) 

 
“So let us know, let us press on to know the Lord. His going forth is as certain as the dawn; 
And He will come to us like the rain, Like the spring rain watering the earth.” (Hosea 6:3) 

 
And those who know Your name will put their trust in You, For You, O Lord, have not 
forsaken those who seek You. (Psalm 9:10) 

 
The afflicted will eat and be satisfied; Those who seek Him will praise the Lord. Let your 
heart live forever! (Psalm 22:26) 

 
This is the generation of those who seek Him, Who seek Your face—even Jacob. Selah. 
(Psalm 24:6) 

 
One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord And to meditate in His temple. 
(Psalm 27:4) 

 



When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, O Lord, I shall seek.” 
(Psalm 27:8) 

 
The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want 
of any good thing. (Psalm 34:10) 

 
Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; Let those who love Your salvation say 
continually, “The Lord be magnified!” (Psalm 40:16) 

 
O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns 
for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water. (Psalm 63:1) 

 
Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. Seek the Lord and 
His strength; Seek His face continually. (Psalm 105:3-4) 

 
How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who seek Him with all their heart. 
(Psalm 119:2) 

 
‘I must arise now and go about the city; In the streets and in the squares I must seek him 
whom my soul loves.’ (Song of Solomon 3:2) 

 
Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. (Isaiah 55:6) 

 
You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. (Jeremiah 29:13) 

 
The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him. (Lamentations 
3:25) 

 
So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, 
sackcloth and ashes. (Daniel 9:3) 

 
Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king; and 
they will come trembling to the Lord and to His goodness in the last days. (Hosea 3:5) 

 
Sow with a view to righteousness, Reap in accordance with kindness; Break up your fallow 
ground, For it is time to seek the Lord Until He comes to rain righteousness on you. (Hosea 
10:12) 

 
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
(Matthew 6:33) 



“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will 
be opened. (Matthew 7:7-8) 

 
26 Jesus answered them and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you 
saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 27 Do not work for the food 
which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give 
to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.” (John 6:26-27) 

 
‘AFTER THESE THINGS I will return, 
AND I WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN, 
AND I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS, 
AND I WILL RESTORE IT, 
17 SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY SEEK THE LORD, 
AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,’ 
18 SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO. (Acts 15:16-18) 

 
that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is 
not far from each one of us; (Acts 17:27) 

 
There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God; (Romans 3:11) 

 
Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. (Colossians 3:1) 

 
And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 
He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6) 
 

2. Serve others for their good. 
 
So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those 
who are of the household of the faith. (Galatians 6:10) 
 

3. Submit gladly to authority. 
 
Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those which exist are established by God. (Romans 13:1) 
 

4. Sacrifice in the exercise of freedom. 
 



Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not 
cause my brother to stumble. (1 Corinthians 8:13) 

 
1 Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just 
please ourselves. 2 Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to his edification. 
(Romans 15:1-2) 

 
But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 
weak. (1 Corinthians 8:9) 

 
5. Speak the truth in love. 

 
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even 
Christ, (Ephesians 4:15) 

 
Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for 
edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 
(Ephesians 4:29) 

 
6. Suffer to the glory of God. 

 
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, (James 1:2) 
 
6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 
been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious 
than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; (1 Peter 1:6-7) 
 

16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
 

7. Show grace to the ill-deserving. 
 

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to 
ungrateful and evil men. (Luke 6:35) 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do 
not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own 
estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of 



all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take 
your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the Lord. 20 “BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, 
FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP 

BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. (Romans 12:14-21) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


