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First Corinthians 1 Corinthians 5-6 September 4, 2011
Study 05

MORAL STANDARDS IN THE CHURCH

1 Corinthians 5
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual
immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles — that a man has his father's
wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done
this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body
but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has
so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered
together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver
such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus.

6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the
whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump,
since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for
us. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.
10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or
with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go
out of the world. 11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone
named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler,
or a drunkard, or an extortioner — not even to eat with such a person.

12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not

judge those who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore
"put away from yourselves the evil person." NKJV

A local church is known in a community by the character of its individual
members. Many local churches have been harmed by the immorality of its pastor
or other persons in leadership positions.

In chapters 5-6 we have standards of morality enforced on the local church by the
apostle. The culture surrounding the church in 1st century Corinth made these
standards of morality more difficult to maintain but the culture was not an excuse
for these Christians to practice immorality then, nor is the 21st century culture an
excuse for Christians now.
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1. Morality in Family Relationships 5:1-8

Paul had received a report from Chloe’s household [1:11]. Chloe’s report informed
Paul about the divisions in the church over personalities and other issues.
Apparently the report also told Paul about a man who had sexual relations “with
his father’s wife.” This was not the man’s own mother, but the step-mother of the
man.

1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality [fornication] among you,
and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles — that a man
has his father's wife!

Paul expresses the outrage that the church should have had and says that even the
Gentiles would not tolerate such behavior.

Even though some writers say this may have been a case of a man marrying his
father’s widow, the word “fornication” indicates otherwise.

We are left to ponder why Paul did not censure the woman. She may not have been
a Christian and is included in “those who are outside God will judge.” [5:13]

2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this
deed might be taken away from among you.

Paul says you should have mourned over this brother as though he had died,
because at this time he is dead to God. You are “puffed up,” full of self-
importance. Instead of putting the man out the man was allowed to continue in
their fellowship.

3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as
though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of
the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

There is no question as to what must be done. Paul says to call a meeting of the
church in the name of the Lord Jesus and with Paul there in the spirit, to expel this
man from their fellowship.

By handing this man over to Satan he is subject to attacks in his flesh. See Job 2:7.
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Sometimes Satan is God’s instrument to bring a person to their senses.
The goal of such chastisement is restoration and not punishment. The text indicates
that the man’s profession of faith is genuine. He may suffer greatly in his body but
in the end his spirit may be saved in the Day of the Lord Jesus.

6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the
whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump,
since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed
for us. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

After dealing with the immoral man in the church Paul turns to the other members
and points out their failure. Paul says this is a very serious issue and their failure to
recognize the consequences of their failing to act properly can lead to further
problems. The OT illustration of how yeast works in a lump of dough is what
happens when a church fails to deal with moral issues. Get rid of the old “lump” so
you may start over with a new “lump.”

Christ fulfilled the need for a new “lump” in His sacrifice.
Christ is our “Passover.”
The church is to be like the unleavened bread, purged of “malice and wickedness”
from among its members and filled with “sincerity and truth.”

Let us keep the perpetual feast [8]. The “Passover” for the Christian does not end
in a week; it lasts for a lifetime and beyond.
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2. Morality and Pagan Society - Part One 5:9-13

9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral
people [fornicators]. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral
people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since
then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I have written to you
not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral [a
fornicator], or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner — not even to eat with such a person.

12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not

judge those who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore
"put away from yourselves the evil person."

Whether Paul is referring to what he has written in this letter or to another letter
that was not preserved for us is uncertain. In either case Paul feels that he need to
make himself very clear [9].

He does not mean that Christians should isolate themselves from the world else
there could be no evangelism. What Paul means is that this is an entirely internal
matter for the church and the church is responsible to see that its members are not
immoral [10].

Paul goes beyond fornication and includes other sins which if practiced by a
member should result not only in his excommunication but even in the sharing of a
meal with him [11].

The church is not called on to judge the immorality of the “world” outside the
church; God will judge the unsaved. What the church needs to do is to take
whatever actions that are necessary to remain pure herself [12-13].

Paul brings in Deuteronomy 17:7
The hands of the witnesses shall be the first against him to put him to death,

and afterward the hands of all the people. So you shall put away the evil from
among you.

An interesting note here is that Paul changes the treatment of the offender from
death to banishment, corporeal to spiritual [13].
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1 Corinthians 6
Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous,
and not before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest
matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that
pertain to this life? 4 If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to
this life, do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge? 5 I
say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even
one, who will be able to judge between his brethren? 6 But brother goes to law
against brother, and that before unbelievers!

7 Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against
one another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let
yourselves be cheated? 8 No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these
things to your brethren! 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And
such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful
for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 Foods for the stomach
and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is
not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God
both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! 16 Or do you
not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For "the two," He
says, "shall become one flesh." 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with
Him.

18 Flee sexual immorality [fornication]. Every sin that a man does is outside the
body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price;
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.
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3. Morality in Legal Matters 6:1-8

Should Christians sue each other?
Will the “church court” work?
What is the key to a “church court”? (Submission)

1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the
unrighteous, and not before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge
the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the
smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more,
things that pertain to this life?

In 5:12 Paul refers to judging those inside the church regarding fornication and
leads him to another issue at Corinth. Christians were going to pagan courts of
law to settle civil suits. Criminal matters would be handled by the Roman
authorities [Romans 13:1].

Paul uses a series of rhetorical questions to show them that they were not using
the wisdom that they so proudly claimed to possess.

Christians should be able to resolve disputes among themselves and not involve
pagan judges [1].

The logic is that since the saints are going to judge the world ought not the saints
judge among themselves [2]?

The statement about judging angels raises a few more questions.

Brother Gables is our resident authority on the subject of angels.

See “A Study of Angels” on Sermon Audio.

Without attempting to explain something that I don’t understand myself; consider
some Bible passages:

Dan 7:22
until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made in favor of the saints

of the Most High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom.

Matt 19:28
So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the

Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
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2 Tim 2:11-12
11 This is a faithful saying:

For if we died with Him,

We shall also live with Him.
12 If we endure,
We shall also reign with Him.

2 Peter 2:4
For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

Rev 20:4
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them.

Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and
for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not
received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years.

About the best that I can come up with is that in glory the saints will have a mind
cleansed of sin and will see and understand things the way that God does.

At least one conclusion can be reached: if the saints are to judge eternal matters
why can’t they judge the much lesser matters of this life?

4 If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint
those who are least esteemed by the church to judge?

Men of little account [least esteemed] are more than capable to settle these
matters in the church. Some commentaries suggest that Paul is being sarcastic; a
matter of degrees, eternal matters you can handle, but trivial matters no?

5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even
one, who will be able to judge between his brethren? 6 But brother goes to law
against brother, and that before unbelievers!

7 Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one
another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves
be cheated? 8 No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these things to
your brethren!
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Taking lawsuits before pagan judges instead of settling things themselves should
have brought them shame instead of pride. The very act of Christians going
before a pagan court is a “lose – lose” situation. Whichever side “wins” they
have lost spiritually in showing their greed and wanting to get even. It would be
better to be wronged and defrauded than to take a brother to court before
unbelievers.

4. Morality and Pagan Society - Part Two 6:9-11

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners
will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed,
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by
the Spirit of our God.

Paul is warning these saints that they are walking on thin ice when they behave like
wicked people toward each other.

Then there is a list of people whose lifestyle precludes them from “the kingdom of
God.” The first five categories are sexual sins, both heterosexual and homosexual.
Idolatry? In Corinth the culture allowed temple prostitutes in pagan worship.

The second five terms describe the various ways in which people wrong or harm
each other.

Does this mean that a person who has ever done these things can’t be saved?

Thanks to the infinite mercy of God it can’t mean that else no one would be saved.

11 And such were some of you.

What it does mean is that the continued practice of these sins show that a person in
not saved.
While some of them practiced these things they must not continue in these immoral
practices. 11 And such were some of you.



9

5. Morality in Sexual Behavior 6:12-20

12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful
for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 Foods for the stomach
and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is
not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God
both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.

“All things are lawful for me” was probably what some Christians in Corinth were
saying to excuse their sinful behavior.

Another byword was “Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods…”

These slogans are akin to “Once Saved, Always Saved.”
That is true only if “saved” is defined by a consistent moral lifestyle.
What it usually means is that a person is “saved” but continues to live like an
unsaved person.

Paul is warning that liberty must not lapse into licence.
LEGALISM > LIBERTY > LICENCE

By stating these slogans Paul is pointing out ways that the Corinthian’s were
indulging the flesh; whether by overeating or sexual promiscuity.

1. Both food and our bodies in their present form are temporal, and both will
come to an end [13b].

2. God did not create the body for sexual activities in immoral behavior [13c].

3. Believers will be raised by the same power that raised Jesus from the dead [14].

The point being that indulgences in food and immoral sex have consequences.

God has the power to deliver us now and finally.
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15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take
the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! 16 Or
do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For "the
two," He says, "shall become one flesh." 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is
one spirit with Him.

Making his point even stronger Paul asks, “Do you not know….?

In regeneration, every believer is a member of the body of Christ, not only in
spirit but in the body. Sexual union joins two people in a spiritual union. The idea
that the body of Christ is joined to a prostitute is repulsive.

Sexual union, according to the Bible, is a picture of the oneness of a man and a
woman.

Gen 2:21-24
21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He

took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the
LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the
man.

23 And Adam said:

"This is now bone of my bones

And flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man."
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh.

Paul quotes this again in Ephesians.

So for a believer to join his body to a prostitute is contrary to the standards for
Christian behavior.

18 Flee sexual immorality [fornication]. Every sin that a man does is outside
the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or
do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at
a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.
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Lastly, sexual immorality profanes the dwelling place of God.
Believers individually, and in the church [3:16-17]; are the temple of the Holy
Spirit.

Cf. Romans 8:9

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

Study the restrictions placed on the High Priest in his duties in the tabernacle and
the temple. Since believers are now the temple of God we must be careful to
honor God with our bodies.

Was Corinth more immoral than Hueytown?

So much of our 21st century culture allows for any kind of sexual indulgence.
Adultery and fornication and homosexual “liberty” are being promoted by some
politicians, the entertainment media, and supported by magazines at the grocery
checkout, and on TV.

Paul warns of two possibilities as a result of ignoring the biblical standards of
morality; a loss of reward or, much worse to show in the end that we were never
born again.


