
“Facing Death and Eternity” 
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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As Paul sat in his confinement he had much time to ponder his life and his death.  

 In his second imprisonment at Rome he wrote: 

2 Timothy 4:7 NAU - "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith"  

2. Paul surely considered his present circumstances—under house arrest, shackled to a 

Roman soldier, he awaits the verdict of the emperor. But in the face of it all he was filled 

with joy that the Gospel was continuing to sound abroad. 

Verse 18 - "Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice"  
3. As Paul considers the possibilities of both acquittal and release, life or death, he finds 

great joy in the prospect of both. 

 Philippians 1:21 NAU - "For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain."  
4. As Paul considered the matter he was thrown into a dilemma. On one hand a life well 

lived; a life delighting in Christ and serving Christ was glorifying to Christ. And such a 

life is beneficial to others in the body of Christ. 

Philippians 1:22-24 NAU - "But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  23 But I am hard-pressed from 
both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very 
much better; 24 yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake."  

5. Death for Paul was a wondrous prospect. And yet, service to Christ was also a high 

priority. Paul rejoiced when Christ was magnified. 

6. Last week we looked at this life well lived—the life lived with Christ at the center. Paul 

wrote, “For me to live is Christ.” Paul’s life was consumed with Christ.  
7. Paul the other dimension of Paul’s statement is important as well, and must be always 

upon our mind – “and to die is gain.” 
8. For Paul living was a glorious consideration.  

A. Christ would be exalted in his life. 

Philippians 1:20 NAU - "according to my earnest expectation and hope, 
that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ 
will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death."  

 B. Paul also knew his life would be a benefit to Christians throughout the churches.  

Philippians 1:24 NAU - "yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary 
for your sake."  

9. But Paul also looked upon death as a joyful expectation.   

"For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain."  
10. This morning I want us to prove the reality of our impending death. How can we look upon 

death with the joyful expectation of Paul? How can we look upon death as great gain? 
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I. First of all, Paul’s view of his death was one of trust in God’s sovereignty over his life.  

A. In a general sense, death is a reality of life. In other words, all will die. 

  1. The word died, die, death etc. found over 1200 times in Scripture 

a. It overshadows our entire life.  As a wild beast it tracks us with a 

relentless pursuit.  It could be hiding at our very next step. 

Proverbs 27:1 – “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou 
knowest not what a day may bring forth.” 

b. The truth is we hold to life by a thread – death can come at any 

moment 

If even one in a million escaped death it might give cause for 

careless disregard. People play the lottery with such odds. 

Even with all of the modern advances in science and medicine the 

chances of death still stands at 100% 

c. Paul describes death as having a poisonous sting. 

1 Corinthians 15:55 – “O death, where is thy sting?” 
2. Death has become our greatest enemy.   

1 Cor 15:26 NAU - "The last enemy that will be abolished is death."  
a. For the lost man death invokes great fear.  And it is a legitimate 

fear. 

Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.” 

b. For the lost man life is vanity.  He lives, he dies, he goes to hell.  

Everything is lost. This is the nature of a life lived without Christ. 

B. Death for a believer is different 

 1. In both life and death we belong to Christ. Both are in His hands.  

 We understand that the time of our death has been appointed by His 

eternal counsel 

James 4:13-15 NAU - " Come now, you who say, "Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year 
there and engage in business and make a profit."  14 Yet you do not 
know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  15 Instead, you 
ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that."  

2. God is sovereign over every aspect of our lives – including death 

For the righteous, as their lives have been purposeful, so also their deaths 

a. We are immortal until our work on earth is done 

b. Then and only then will God bring us home – He has perfectly 

planned our death 

3. It is always great gain to trust in God’s sovereign dominion and live in 

submission to it. The Christian truth is we have already died. 

Galatians 2:20 NAU -  "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself up for me."  

4. The lost man lives in the constant fear of death.  

The moment of death is often a terrible battle to hang onto life as the 

claws of hell drags him to perdition 
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  5. The Christian can live life and face death with faith, hope, and confidence.  

 The Christ-centered man lives his life with purpose and is prepared to 

meet Christ 
6. The life lived with Christ at the center knows how to live well and die well 

 

II. Second, Paul looked upon his death with regard to the effect it will have upon others.  

A. The life lived with Christ at the center wants to give Christ glory even as we pass 

from this life 

1. Paul knew for him to live was beneficial to the churches. He wanted his 

death to also be beneficial.  

2. We should want others to see our confidence in Christ, to see our longing 

to see our Savior. We want others to see that this world was not our home 

3. We should desire the lost to see the reality of Christianity in our life and in 

our death. And we want our brethren to be encouraged in our death. 

4. There have been countless martyrs who have died with courage and 

confidence as an encouragement to their brethren. 

 Thomas Hawkes was burned at the stake in 1555 rather than submit his 

son for baptism in the Roman Catholic Church. Responding to the Bishop 

of London who urged him to recant and return to Catholicism he said:  

"No my lord, that I will not, for if I had a hundred bodies I would suffer 

them all to be torn in pieces rather than I will abjure and recant." 

Like Paul, while in prison he was allowed to see his friends and many 

called upon him. Some of them asked if he would give them some token to 

show that a man could suffer the fire without despairing.  

Hawks promised, “by the help of God,” to show them that the most 

terrible torments could be endured in the glorious cause of Christ and his 

gospel, the comforts of which were able to lift the believing soul above all 

the injuries men could inflict. 

It was agreed among them that if the pains of burning were bearable he would 

lift his hands up towards heaven before he died as a signal to his friends. 

As the flames were kindled they burned with such intensity that he sunk 

down and many thought him to be dead. Suddenly he held his hands high 

above his head, as in a great ecstasy of joy, and clapped them three times.  

B. When we live our life in fear of death we bring reproach upon the reality of the 

Gospel. 

1. We can demonstrate our confidence in Christ who bore our sins and who 

loves us and who stands to receive us into glory. 

2. Spurgeon – “If we have walked before him in the land of the living, we 

need not fear to die before him when the hour of our departure is at hand.” 
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  3. Paul often lived in the face of death.  

   a. There were men who took a vow to kill Paul 

   b. He faced constant perils of 1st century travel. Paul wrote: 

2 Cor 11:24-27 NAU - "Five times I received from the Jews 
thirty-nine lashes.  25 Three times I was beaten with rods, 
once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night 
and a day I have spent in the deep.  26 I have been on 
frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from 
robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the 
Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, 
dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27 I have 
been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in 
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure."  

4. Though Paul often faced death he did not fear death. In fact, according to 

this passage he welcomed it. 

Phil 1:21 NAU - "For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain."  
5. The reason Paul had such confidence in death was his life was intoxicated 

with Christ. He had one thought as he faced death—seeing Christ! 

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 KJV - "Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent 
from the Lord:  7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  8 We are 
confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord."  

 
III. Third, Paul lived with the ever present knowledge of the great gain of eternity 

A. We shall enter into perfect peace – We will be with Christ. 

John 14:27 NAU - "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it 
be fearful."  
John 14:3 NAU - "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also."  
1. Paul isn’t choosing death to escape life. It wasn’t about Paul’s 

inconveniences. Life is a glorious display of Christ. But Paul knows the gain 

of death because of a greater revelation of Christ.  

2. We shall experience our absolute, ultimate deliverance – From sin, Satan, 

sickness, mortality, trial – all fear gone 

3. We will enter into moral perfection. Now we are pressing towards moral 

perfection. Then we will experience moral perfection. 

 “and to die is gain” 
4. Sin will be no more - We will finally be perfected.  

Our sinful flesh will be no more. No more lust, no more evil thoughts, no more 

pride, anger, jealousy, envy – Nothing but pure holy thoughts of Christ. 
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  5. We will experience perfect communion with God  

   We will come into His presence 

2 Corinthians 5:6 NAU - "Therefore, being always of good 
courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are 
absent from the Lord-- 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight-- 8 we are 
of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the 
body and to be at home with the Lord."  

 B. We must never take our minds off the reality of our eternal home 

1. It will be an eternity dwelling in a place indescribable, in the midst of the 

saints of all time and in the presence of the light of the countenance of our 

blessed Savior 

2. It will be a paradise to eclipse Eden. We will be surrounded by all things 

made new. There will be no corruption, no decay, no loss of any 

experience of joy. 

3. God wants us to thirst for eternity. He has promised us that a new day is 

coming, a day  when all things will be new. 

2 Peter 3:13 NAU -  "But according to His promise we are looking 
for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells."  
Philippians 3:20-21 NAU - "For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 
who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even 
to subject all things to Himself."  

4. Death should bring no fear to us 

  We are eagerly awaiting the expectation of leaving this frail body 

Romans 8:18-19 NAU - "For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us.  19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits 
eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God."  

5. Paul was longing to be clothed with a glorious new body. He was longing 

to see Christ face to face – “and to die is gain.” 
   

 

Conclusion: 
1. Each of us can have this glorious hope. It is the fruit of a life lived in the presence of 

Christ. Christianity is about finding the greatest of all treasures, trusting Him, and living 

for Him.  

 Philippians 1:21 NAU - "For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain."  
2. In Christ our future is not in doubt. Death is merely the portal into the presence of Christ.  

May God grant us to live boldly with our hearts and minds fixed upon Him. May our 

greatest joy be found in the thought of seeing Him.  

  

 

 


