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Rom 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth

may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

The law condemns all—Stops self-justification—Announces guilt

The law says something to all that are under it—and all are under it  

The law stops every mouth—no more making excuses—no more arguing your case 

The law stops self-justification

The law proves that none is righteous—that there is none good, no, not one

The law declares that all the world is guilty before God

The law proves universal condemnation of all men 

Rom 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge

of sin. 

The law justifies none in God’s sight—The law lets all know they are condemned

No one can be declared righteous in the judgment of God by the works of the law

Keeping the law has never justified a sinner—because no one has ever kept the law 

The breaking of a law can never acquit a man of the law he has broken

The law does not declare righteousness—Instead it proves guilt

That which condemns cannot be what justifies

The law does not declare righteousness in the sinner 

The law defines righteousness for the sinner

By this defined righteousness comes the knowledge of sin to the sinner

By the knowledge of sin comes the stopping of mouths

 

Rom 3:21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

God now makes known His truth about righteousness aside from the law

—Even the truth the Old Testament spoke of

A once obscure righteousness is now manifested—presently revealed

The law and the prophets gave witness to this newly revealed righteousness

This righteousness of God  was what the Old Testament spoke of

The Old Testament testified of Jesus (John 5:39)

This righteousness that is of God is Jesus Christ Himself

This righteousness of God is without the law—aside from the law—outside of the law

This newly revealed righteousness of God is apart from a sinner keeping the law



This righteousness is not based on man keeping God’s law—It is of God

It is not some kind of righteousness of the sinner—It is the righteousness of God

This righteousness of God is for man—But it is not of man

This righteousness that is of God is imputed to the man 

This righteousness that is of God makes the man to be righteous

By this righteousness of God—God declares a man to be righteous

This righteousness of God is the grounds for and the means to justification

This righteousness of God is Jesus Christ Himself

At the cross Jesus took all the sins of all His people upon Himself  

The blood of Jesus washed away every sin of all the ones He died for

The sins of God’s people were removed from them, as far as the east is from the west

The sins are remembered no more

At God’s judgment seat the sins of His people are as though they never existed

With no sins to their accounts—the cleansed sinners are in a state of righteousness

They stand before God without sin—even as if they never had sinned

They stand innocent before God

God can legitimately declare all that Christ died for to be legally justified

Christ made them righteous—and God declared them to be so

Rom 3:22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for

there is no difference: 

This righteousness of God—Even the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ

—Exists by the good faith promise of Jesus—Unto both Jew and Gentile

This righteousness of God is Jesus Christ Himself

Jesus who is the righteousness of God came to impute His righteousness to His people

In good faith to His promise Jesus came to keep His part of the covenant of grace

By the good faith of Jesus Christ the righteousness of God is imputed to His people

This righteousness of God became our righteousness when Jesus imputed it to us

By the good faith of Jesus the righteousness of God is imputed to all that believe

Yet their belief is not the cause of the imputed righteousness

Their belief does not cause them to become a child of God

Belief is the evidence that they are children of God

God’s people can be identified by their belief

Anybody who believes already has the imputed righteousness of God

There is no difference in Jew or Gentile

The only righteousness that matters is the righteousness of God

And the ones who have it can be identified by their belief

Rom 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

A restatement of the extent of the sin in mankind

—Both Jew and Gentile have sinned—None meet the mark to make it to glory 

‘For all have sinned’—(This sums up what has previously been said)

‘Thou that judgest doest the same things’ (Rom 2:1) 

‘Before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin’  (Rom 3:9)

‘There is none righteous, no, not one’ (Rom 3:10)

‘There is none that doeth good, no, not one’ (Rom 3:11) 

‘That...all the world may become guilty before God’ (Rom 3:19)

‘Come short of the glory of God’—(This sums up what has previously been said)

‘The wrath of God is revealed...against all...unrighteousness of men’ (Rom 1:18)

‘They which commit such things are worthy of death’ (Rom 1:32)

‘Thinkest thou...that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?’ (Rom 2:3)

‘By the deeds of the law...shall no flesh be justified in his sight’ (Rom 3:20) 

Man’s works do not make a man to be righteous

Man’s faith does not make a man to be righteous

Christ (the righteousness of God) makes a man to be righteous

There is no other means to being righteous and innocent  

Christ is the only basis on which man can be righteous

Christ is the only basis on which a man can be declared righteous

Rom 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 



Justification by grace through Jesus’ redemption

There is a state of existence that is described by the words being justified

This state of existence is said to be ‘freely’ (without a cause in the man) 

‘They hated me without a cause’ (Jn 15:25) [same Greek word]

Justification is by God’s grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus

This state of existence is a state of ‘declared righteousness’ 

The declaration of righteousness is totally without a cause from the sinner 

It is completely accountable to the work of the Savior on the cross

How can God be right in declaring the sinful and guilty to be righteous and innocent?  

How can God justify the ungodly?

By definition justification is a declaration of righteousness and innocence

Yet you must be innocent, before you can legitimately be declared to be innocent

It is a miscarriage of justice to declare one who is guilty to be innocent 

True justification is the act of declaring innocence in one who is truly innocent 

 God can legitimately declare all that Christ died for to be legally justified

They have the righteousness of God

Christ made them righteous, and God declares them to be so

Since man cannot of himself cause himself to be righteous and innocent—

Neither can man look to himself as the basis of declaring himself to be righteous

As righteousness cannot exist by any other means but Christ—

Even so the declaration of righteousness cannot be made in any other but Christ

As the state of righteousness must be based on Christ—

Even so the declaration of righteousness (justification) must be based on Christ

Christ is the only basis on which man can be declared righteous

Any declaration of righteousness based on anything else is a false declaration

Rom 3:25  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the

remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

Through confidence that Jesus would shed His blood

—God was righteous in justifying Old Testament saints

From eternity past God set forth Jesus to be the propitiation for the sins of His people

Jesus was ‘the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world’ (Rev 13:8)

Christ is ‘a propitiation’—Christ satisfied divine justice for the sins of His people

Christ made reconciliation—Christ is the atonement

God may be said to be pacified—Or made propitious

A broken law had to be attended to—Christ by his sacrifice satisfied that

The wrath of God cannot now come to any for whom Christ is the propitiation

There was never any doubt in God’s mind but that Jesus would die for His people

Through God’s faith (confidence) in the foreordained Jesus and His shed blood—

God remitted the sins of countless Old Testament saints even before Jesus’ death

Through God’s patient anticipation of the perfect work of Christ—

God even let them into heaven “ahead of time” (it would seem)

Was it okay for God to do that?

Here God is declared to be righteous in admitting those children into heaven

God was right in remitting those sins, even before the death of Christ

God had faith in Christ to do His part in the covenant of grace

So knowing what Christ would do—God let them in

Rom 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth

in Jesus.

God is still righteous to use the same foreordained plan to remit sins now

God’s righteousness is intact when He now remits sins according to the set forth plan 

God is declared to be just when He remits sins through the righteousness of Jesus

Jesus is the before witnessed and now manifested righteousness of God

God is righteous in declaring the ‘righteousness of God’ to be our righteousness

God is just in imputing the righteousness of God to all who were in Christ Jesus

‘For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;— 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (2 Cor 5:21) 

God is declared to be the justifier of any who believe in Jesus

It is not the belief that makes the believer righteous—Jesus makes the believer righteous



God does not declare the believer to be righteous based on the believer’s belief

God declares the righteousness based on the ‘righteousness of God’

Jesus is the before witnessed and now manifested righteousness of God

Yet, God is said to be the declarer of righteousness of any which believe in Jesus

Any who now believes must have always been a child of God—The belief is the proof

If you now believe—You were ordained to eternal life before the world began

‘As many as were ordained to eternal life believed’ (Acts 13:48)

If you now believe—You must already have had the Holy Spirit within you

Faith is a ‘fruit of the Spirit’—The result of the Spirit—Not the cause of the Spirit

Belief is proof that the Holy Spirit already exists within the believer

One who believes in Jesus is already born again

One who now believes in Jesus is one who was chosen by God

One who now believes in Jesus is one for whom Jesus died

One who believes in Jesus is one who has already been declared righteous

Belief comes way down the line in God’s plan of salvation

Belief is your proof that you have always been in the plan

Rom 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

Boasting is eliminated by the principle of faith

Above all things the ‘law of faith’ eliminates all room for boasting in man

Even the law of works does not eliminate boasting like the ‘law of faith’ does

Faith excludes boasting more than understood universal failure to keep the law

At first it would seem that failed works above all things would ‘stop every mouth’ 

Yet the ‘law of faith’ eliminates boasting even more than failed works 

The ‘law of faith’ is the principle of scriptural faith

It is the very definition of scriptural faith itself that makes boasting absurd

Faith in Jesus means that you believe that Jesus has accomplished salvation

Faith is the acknowledgement that Jesus is the absolute and total Savior

So by the principle of faith—Even the very definition of faith in Christ—

Overruling logic concludes that boasting of self is impossible

If it is acknowledged by faith that Jesus is the absolute and total Savior—

Then where is there any room for self in the plan of salvation?  

If Jesus is the sole and only, complete, and total Savior by Himself

Then how can any other take any credit for what Christ has done?

How can any who understands Biblical faith in Jesus now claim a part?

  After you understand by faith that salvation is of the Lord—

How can you boast of self in any way? 

Rom 3:28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

A man can declare himself to be righteous when he looks to the finished work of Christ

Wha t declares a man to be righteous?  

The declaring of righteousness is not based on the deeds of the law

The declaring of righteousness is not based on the deed or act of faith

Neither the act of law, nor faith, is sufficient to bring man into a state of righteousness

  There is no righteousness in or of the self

Any righteousness in man is from Christ’s righteousness being put in the man

Any faith that man has is a result of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the man

So a man is not and cannot be declared righteous by looking to self 

To attempt to base righteousness upon self is wrong

  Yet a man can see himself to be righteous by looking to the finished work of Christ

A man can know himself to be righteous and believe that he is justified— 

By knowing that God has made him righteous by the blood of Jesus 

By the gift of faith a man can see himself to be what Jesus has made him to be

By faith in Jesus to supply the righteousness, a man can see himself as righteous

By faith in Jesus a man can declare himself to be what he sees that he is

By faith in Jesus a man can justify himself in his own view of self

Faith is God’s gift to you so that you can know what Christ has done for you

Faith lets you see yourself to be righteous and innocent by what Christ has done for you

 After seeing yourself to be righteous because of the finished work of Christ—

You can declare yourself to be righteous because of the finished work of Jesus

 By faith in Christ’s work you declare yourself to be what you became in Christ



By faith you are justified—As you judge yourself based on the work of Christ

A man who is in a state of righteousness by the work of Christ—

Who can by faith see himself to be in a state of righteousness by the work of Christ—

Who by faith in Jesus’ work can declare himself to be in a state of righteousness—

Is a man who is justified by faith—declared in his own mind to be what he truly is

The faith did not make the man righteous—Christ did that

The gift of faith only declared to the man what Christ had already done—

In order that the man might declare himself to be what he already is

Faith is not the cause of or the means to man’s existence in a state of righteousness

Faith is the means to man’s understanding that he exists in a state of righteousness

There is a difference in having eternal life—

And having the assurance of knowing you have eternal life

There is a distinction in being eternally saved—

And having the peace that comes from realizing that you are eternally saved

There is a difference in being in the state of having eternal salvation—

And being in the state of mind of knowing that you have eternal salvation

These things that man knows by faith—God has known all along

Man does not have to have faith in order for God to know what He already knows

Neither can a man’s lack of faith undo what God has already done

Christ accomplished what He accomplished whether we believe it or not

God knows what Christ accomplished whether we know it or not

Jesus removed all the sins from all His people—And God knows it

Sins that were removed—Are removed—No sins remain—Nothing else to do

Jesus saved His people from their sins—God knows it—Salvation is reality

Christ made to be righteous and innocent all for whom He died

God legitimately and eternally justified all for whom Jesus died

God’s eternal justification remains reality—Whether you believe it or not

Rom 3:29  Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

The God of the Jews is likewise the God of the Gentiles

There is one God—There is one plan of salvation—For all men—All nations

Rom 3:30  Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

The God who justifies both Jew and Gentile by (through) faith

It is one God that justifies by (through) faith

God does not need faith to know that Jesus made you righteous

God saw it happen—God knows it happened

Based on what God knows by sight—God declared you to be righteous

Based on sight and not faith—God justified you

By God’s gift of faith God declares to you that Jesus made you righteous

By faith you see it—By faith you know it happened

By faith—God declares to you that He has declared you to be righteous

By God-given faith—God declares to you that He has justified you

What God knows by sight—God shows you by faith

God justified you in His mind according to what He saw

God justifies you in your mind according to what He shows you by faith 

It is one God that justifies by (through) faith

The verse further implies that outward circumcision is not the means to justification 

The act of circumcision cannot take away sins—It cannot make you righteous

It is not by the act of circumcision that the Jews are declared to be righteous

There is no declaring of righteousness in anything but the finished work of Christ

There is no justification in anything but in the finished work of Christ

By God-given faith—The Jew can see that Jesus has made him righteous

As the Jew is justified by faith—And not by circumcision

So the Gentile is justified through faith—Not through the Jew’s circumcision

A Gentile cannot declare himself to be righteousness by becoming a Jew

It is only through the finished work of Christ— 

That the sinner can see and declare himself to be righteous

 (As a side note, it is only through a circumcision of the heart— 

That the sinner can see and understand the finished work of Christ

It is only by God that the heart can be circumcised



So from start to finish—Salvation is of the Lord)

Rom 3:31  Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.

Faith does not make the law to be nothing—Faith confirms and holds up the law

Instead of opposition between faith and works—There is a supporting connection

Not only does faith declare to the sinner that he is righteous by the work of Christ—

Faith also declares to the sinner that he should now live righteous before that Christ

Faith enables the sinner to see and realize the love of a Savior who died for Him

Upon seeing Jesus by faith—The person with faith has a desire to follow that Jesus

The new nature in the born again new creature bows before Jesus and says, 

“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”  

So instead of faith voiding the law—

Faith is the driving force that causes a child of God to want to keep the law


