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Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law 
through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to 
another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in 
order that we may bear fruit for God.  

 - Romans 7:4 
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Welcome to Westminster Presbyterian Church. We are thankful that you have joined us today as we 
offer worship to God through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. There may be some elements of our 
worship today that are unfamiliar to you, but please don't worry about that, you will catch on soon 
enough. If you have any questions about our church, or about the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the pastor, 
elders or deacons would be happy to help you find answers.  

 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT OUR WORSHIP 
Standing and raising hands 

Because we are whole people with bodies as well as souls, we use our bodies in worship, as the Bible 
commands. We raise our hands to look to God for help and bless God (Ps. 28:2, 63:3), and we stand to 
hear the Word out of reverence for God (Neh. 8:5). 

 

The Lord's Supper 
The Sacrament of communion is a rite of fellowship between Christ and His people. We invite all 

who have been initiated into the family of God by baptism, and admitted to table fellowship by the 
leadership of this or some other church, to join in the communion service by faith. If you are unbaptized, 
or not a church member, please speak with the pastor or elders before the service if you would like to 
come to join in the Holy Supper.  

 

Liturgical response  
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced and indented: 
The Lord be with you! [Leader] 

And also with you! [Congregation] 
 

Children 
You will notice many children in our service today. Jesus welcomed little children to Himself, and so 

we welcome them in our worship service! We believe that children naturally love those whom their 
parents love, and so the best way to help children grow in their love for the Lord Jesus is to have families 
worship together.  

We understand that this means baby noises and wiggly children, and we're fine with that. If your child 
is fussy or needs a little time to quiet down, we have a mother's nursery in the back room. If your children 
have never been in worship before, don't worry at all. We realize this is unusual for many people, and we 
would be happy to offer you help, tips and encouragement. 

 

Hearing Assistance 
Hearing assistance devices are available. Please visit the sound table in the back of the sanctuary. 
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PRELUDE  
Please be seated, silence electronic devices, and prepare your hearts for worship. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP* John 4:23 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI No. 734 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;  
World without end, 
Amen, Amen. 

 

*PRAYER of INVOCATION 
 

*HYMN of PRAISE  How Great Thou Art, No. 44 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
*	Please stand as you are able 
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CALL to CONFESSION   1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 
For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever disregards 

this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 
 

PRIVATE REPENTANCE  
A time of silence is provided for private, individual confession before the Lord.  

 

PUBLIC CONFESSION OF SIN  
Adapted from the Confessions of St. Augustine, X.ii 

Pardon all my sins of this day, week, year; all the sins of my life, sins of early, middle, 
and advanced years; of omission and commission; of morose, peevish and angry 
tempers; of lip, life and walk; of hard-heartedness, unbelief, presumption, pride, of 
unfaithfulness to the souls of men; of want of bold decision in the cause of Christ; of 
deficiency in outspoken zeal for his glory; of bringing dishonor upon your great name; 
of deception, injustice, untruthfulness in my dealings with others; of impurity in 
thought, word and deed; of covetousness, which is idolatry; of substance unduly 
hoarded, improvidently squandered, not consecrated to the glory of you, the great 
Giver; sins in private and in the family, in study and recreation, in the busy haunts of 
men, in the study of thy Word and in the neglect of it, in prayer irreverently offered 
and coldly withheld, in time misspent; in yielding to Satan’s wiles, in opening my heart 
to his temptations, in being unwatchful when I know him nigh; in quenching the Holy 
Spirit; sins against light and knowledge, against conscience and the restraints of your 
Spirit, against the law of eternal love.  

Pardon all my sins, known and unknown, felt and unfelt, confessed and not 
confessed, remembered or forgotten.  

Merciful Father, hear; and hearing, forgive, for the sake of your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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ASSURANCE of PARDON  Romans 3:28 
For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

 

DECLARATION of ABSOLUTION 
After the declaration, let the forgiven respond with one voice: Amen! 
 

HYMN OF SALVATION  Amazing Grace, No. 460 
 

PRAYER, and GIVING of TITHE and OFFERINGS 
 

*DOXOLOGY No. 731 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 11:1-9 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*CONFESSION OF FAITH  The Nicene Creed (381 A.D.) 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty; 
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of the Father before all worlds; 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Being of one substance with the Father; 
By whom all things were made; 
Who, for us men and for our salvation, 
Came down from heaven, 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered and was buried; 
And the third day he rose again, 
According to the Scriptures; 
And ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
And he shall come again, with glory, 
To judge both the quick and the dead; 
Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

And we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life; 
Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
Who spake by the prophets. 
And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

*RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 18:1-20 
I love you, O Lord, my strength. 

The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 
my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 

and I am saved from my enemies. 
The cords of death encompassed me; 

the torrents of destruction assailed me; 
the cords of Sheol entangled me; 

the snares of death confronted me. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 

to my God I cried for help. 
From his temple he heard my voice, 

and my cry to him reached his ears. 
Then the earth reeled and rocked; 

the foundations also of the mountains trembled 
and quaked, because he was angry. 

Smoke went up from his nostrils, 
and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from him. 

He bowed the heavens and came down; 
thick darkness was under his feet. 
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He rode on a cherub and flew; 
he came swiftly on the wings of the wind. 

He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him, 
thick clouds dark with water. 

Out of the brightness before him 
hailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds. 

The Lord also thundered in the heavens, 
and the Most High uttered his voice, 
hailstones and coals of fire. 

And he sent out his arrows and scattered them; 
he flashed forth lightnings and routed them. 

Then the channels of the sea were seen, 
and the foundations of the world were laid bare 

at your rebuke, O Lord, 
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 

He sent from on high, he took me; 
he drew me out of many waters. 

He rescued me from my strong enemy 
and from those who hated me, 
for they were too mighty for me. 

They confronted me in the day of my calamity, 
but the Lord was my support. 

He brought me out into a broad place; 
he rescued me, because he delighted in me. 

The Lord dealt with me according to my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my hands he rewarded me. 

 

Amen. 
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*NEW TESTAMENT LESSON and SERMON TEXT Galatians 5:16-24 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the 

desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to 
do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the 
flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
make his paths straight.’” 

4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 
the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
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Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

*PRAYER for the MINISTRY of the WORD  
 

SERMON   “Make Like a Tree and Bear Fruit,” Rev. Jerid Krulish 
 

* HYMN   Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me, No. 335 
 

The SACRAMENT of the LORD'S SUPPER 
You are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper if you are a baptized Christian who has been 

admitted to the Lord's Table. Our communion elements are wine and bread. If you are unable to 
take regular bread and wine, please signal one of the elders (with the trays), and we can provide 
you with gluten-free bread; non-alcoholic grape juice is found in the innermost ring of the 
communion trays for those who need to abstain from alcohol.  
 

*HYMN of COMMISSIONING   
  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart, No. 338  
  

*BENEDICTION and THREEFOLD AMEN No. 740 
 

Q 
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HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE WORSHIP 
HYMN OF THE MONTH:   Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart, No. 338  
 
 

CHILDREN’S CATECHISM:  
This week’s:  

Q. 133. What is the Lord's Supper? 
A. The eating of bread and drinking of wine in remembrance of the sufferings and death 

of Christ. 
Next week’s:  
Q. 134. What does the bread represent? 
A. The body of Christ, broken for our sins. 

 

WPC BIBLE READING PLAN: 
9/4 Psalms 27  2 Corinthians 13  Ecclesiastes 7-8 
9/5 Psalms 28  Galatians 1  Ecclesiastes 9-10 
9/6 Psalms 29  Galatians 2  Ecclesiastes 11-12 
9/7 Psalms 30  Galatians 3  Esther 1 
9/8 Psalms 31  Galatians 4  Esther 2 
9/9 Psalms 32  Galatians 5  Esther 3-4 
9/10 Psalms 33  Galatians 6  Esther 5-6 

 

PRAYER 
MISSIONARY UPDATE 

Pray for the Leamans in Brazil: that God would provide grace and wisdom as they begin to 
homeschool. Please also pray that God would provide them with property and a house for their 
family. Doug has laser eye surgery coming up – pray all goes well. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CALENDAR 
GOSPEL OF JOHN SMALL GROUP 

Everyone welcome! Meeting place to be announced by email later this week. Please contact 
the church for information. 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm 
 

BABY SHOWERS 
for Christina Seifert, at Cherie Sturtevant’s home 

Sept. 7th, 7PM. 
 

YOUNG MEN’S PROVERBS STUDY 
A study for younger men. Dinner is provided. Meeting at the Sturtevant’s home. Please 
contact the church for directions.  

September 26th, 6:30pm for dinner, 7:00PM for the study.  
(Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday) 
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SPECIAL EVENT 
“TEACHING KIDS TO TALK AND TELL: 
STRENGTHENING KIDS FOR SAFETY” 

 
WPC is glad to present an opportunity for adults to learn how to help children be safe 
from sexual abuse by teaching them to use their voices.  
 

Unfortunately, child sexual abuse is a reality in the United States, and in the church as 
well. We don’t want to respond to this in fear and isolationism, nor in silent denial of 
the problem. Rather, we want to proactively acknowledge the issue, and learn the best 
ways to keep our kids safe. This seminar will teach adults how to teach children to use 
their voices, and to feel enough internal strength to be able to do so. This has been 
demonstrated to be the most effective means of preventing abuse among children. 
 

Our speaker will be Robyn Moore-Sullivan. Robyn is a local Christian counselor who 
works specifically with children, and child abuse victims.  
 

Please send a note to admin@solochristo.org if you would like to attend this event. There 
is no cost, but space is limited, and several local pastors have expressed interest in 
opening it up to their own congregations. We want to make sure that you can attend! 
 

Date: Saturday, Sept. 9. 
Time: 9:30am-noon 
Location: US Digital Ministry Resource Center, 1400 NE 136th Ave, Vancouver, WA 
RSPV: admin@solochristo.org, or call/text Pastor Jerid at 360-601-9208. 
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Notes 
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WE S T M I N S T E R  
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

 
Meeting at: Clark County Square Dance Center 
 10713 NE 117th Ave, Vancouver, WA 98662   
   

Times: Sunday School: 9:30AM M Fellowship: 10:30AM M Worship: 11:00AM 
 

Contact us: (360) 602-1501 M admin@solochristo.org 
 Audio sermons, the order of worship, and the church directory are available at our website. 

 

Music:  All musical rights secured via The Trinity Hymnal  
 and CCL License #111127153 
   

Elders: Mr. Tom Berkompas Rev. Jerid Krulish (Pastor) 
 Mr. Mark Sturtevant (Clerk)   
 

Deacons:  Mr. Christopher Berkompas Mr. Dave Buhrmaster    
 Mr. Terry Craig Mr. Dylan Gollehon   
 Mr. Roy Märtin (Chairman)  Mr. Dan Seifert   
 Mr. Joseph Sturtevant 
 


