
“At Death’s Door” 

1 Samuel 20:1-3 

(Preached at Trinity, September 3, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As we’ve seen, the departing of the Spirit from Saul left him with an all-consuming 

depression—an unsettled mind resulting in unhappiness, fear, anxiety, and paranoia. This 

led him to look upon David with terror and dread. In his tormented mind, he saw only 

one solution—put David to death.  

2. Over and over he tried to end David’s life, and over and over his schemes were thwarted. 

Finally, David fled from the presence of Saul, knowing his life was in great peril.  

1 Samuel 19:10 NAU - "Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he 
slipped away out of Saul's presence, so that he stuck the spear into the wall. And 
David fled and escaped that night."  

3. Until the final end of Saul’s life, David’s life was characterized by fleeing from the hand 

of Saul.  

4. As we enter Chapter 20 we find Jonathan’s loyalty to David and his efforts to comfort 

his friend.  

1 Samuel 20:2 NAU - "Far from it, you shall not die. Behold, my father does 
nothing either great or small without disclosing it to me. So why should my father 
hide this thing from me? It is not so!"  

5. David, on the other hand, was not at all convinced. He knew that his life might end at any 

moment.  

1 Samuel 20:3 NAU - "But truly as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, there 
is hardly a step between me and death."  

6. David knew the uncertainty of his life.  

I have often quoted this passage at funerals. Death is the certain and ultimate end for each 

of us. With perhaps the exception of Enoch and Elijah, everyone since Adam has shared 

in this common malady. We shall all die.  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 - "There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a 
time for every event under heaven-- 2 A time to give birth and a time to die"  

 7. Everything in this life is ending.  

Corrie Ten Boom said, “Hold on to everything loosely, for then it will not be as painful 

when God has to pry it out of your hands.” 

8. No place is this clearer than in life itself. We hold tenaciously to our own life and the 

lives of our loved ones, but it is a futile effort. We shall all die. 

9. Tonight I simply want us to consider David’s words as they apply to our own lives. 

 1 Samuel 20:3 NAU - "there is hardly a step between me and death."  
I want to set before you three undeniable realities regarding this step towards death. 

 I. It is an inevitable step 

 II. It is an uncertain step 

 III. It is a final step 
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I. It is an inevitable step – David was stating the obvious. 

 A. We will all die 

1. God did not create us to die. Adam was created with life, abundant life, 

glorious life in the presence of God.  

Death is a curse. It is a penalty – a reflection of our guilt. Without 

transgression, there would have been no death. 

2. Since the fall of Adam death is the universal condition of man 

a. In Genesis 5 Adam’s descendants are listed with the length of their 

lives each ending phrase, “and he died.” It is repeated 8 times as 
if to remind us of the mortality of man—the universal 

condemnation of sin. 

Genesis 5:5 NAU - "So all the days that Adam lived were 
nine hundred and thirty years, and he died."  

   b. The word died, die, death etc. found over 1200 times in Scripture 

3. The reality of death is a certainty. We will all die. 

   "there is hardly a step between me and death."  
 55.3 million people die each year 

151,600 died today 

 6,316 people die each hour of each day 

a. David was stating the reality of life. Death is a certainty 

 b. Death is always a possibility.  

Death could be at our next step.  

4. We try to pretend it doesn’t exist– our culture is intoxicated by youth.  

a. Plastic surgeons are in high demand as they try to cover the reality 

of aging. Americans spent $16 billion on cosmetic surgery in 2016.  

b. People attend the funerals of others but can’t imagine themselves 

in the hearse.  

c. The truth is we are all aging. Nothing can prevent it.  

    Someday each of us will lie lifeless in a coffin.   

    It could be at our very next step. 

B. For the lost man death invokes great fear.  And it is a legitimate fear. 

Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.” 
1. For the lost man life is vanity.  He lives, he dies, he goes to hell.  

Everything is lost. 

Proverbs 11:7 NAU - "When a wicked man dies, his expectation 
will perish, And the hope of strong men perishes."  

2. A life alienated from God is without meaning 

 This was Solomon’s conclusion in Ecclesiastes 

Ecclesiastes 1:17 NAU - "I set my mind to know wisdom and to know 
madness and folly; I realized that this also is striving after wind."  
Ecclesiastes 2:1-2 NAU - "I said to myself, "Come now, I will test you 
with pleasure. So enjoy yourself." And behold, it too was futility.  2 I 
said of laughter, "It is madness," and of pleasure, "What does it 
accomplish?"  
Ecclesiastes 2:11 NAU - "I considered all my activities which my 
hands had done and the labor which I had exerted, and behold all was 
vanity and striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun."   
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3. For the lost, all of his plans and preparations are unfulfilled, left behind for 

others 

Luke 12:19-20 NAU - "And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have 
many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, 
drink and be merry."'  20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very 
night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you 
have prepared?"  

  C. For the faithful Death has lost its power 

1. This doesn’t mean we invite death. David was expressing true 

apprehension. He was fearful of the continual assaults of Saul 

2. On the other hand, we face death without fear of God’s judgment 

 

II. It is an uncertain step  

 A. We pretend that death lies distant in the future 

  1. Everyone listening to my voice expects to be alive tomorrow 

2. Very few of the 151,600 people who died today expected today to be their 

final day 

Luke 12:20 – “But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided? 

3. This is why people cannot sense the urgency of the Gospel. They believe 

they have plenty of time to consider such things. 

4. The truth is, death could come at any moment. 

5. David was stating the uncertainty of life as he faced the deadly plans of 

Saul.  

a. David was living in danger day by day. The truth is he was no 

safer from death when he was safely in his sheepfold tending his 

father’s sheep. 

 b. David’s’ life had always been uncertain.  

  And so is ours. Death could be at our next step 

B. Death overshadows our entire life.   

1. As a wild beast it tracks us with a relentless pursuit.  It could be hiding at 

our very next step. This was the meaning of David’s words.  

1 Samuel 20:3 NAU - "But truly as the LORD lives and as your soul 
lives, there is hardly a step between me and death."  
Proverbs 27:1 NAU - "Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do 
not know what a day may bring forth."  

2. The truth is we hold to life by a thread – death can come at any moment 

Even with all of the modern advances in science and medicine the chances 

of death still stands at 100% 
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III. It is a final step 

 A. The Bible has much to say about death 

  1. It is always present, a very present danger 

2. We are supposed to think about it. We must consider the reality of eternity 

and the coming judgment.  

 B. There will be no turning back to make corrections 

1. Mercy is available only in this life. Response to the Gospel is possible in 

this life.  

  2. In death, our eternal end is irreversible  

Hebrews 9:27 NAU - "as it is appointed for men to die once and 
after this comes judgment"  

3. In the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus the rich man begs Abraham to 

send Lazarus to warn his brothers. It was too late for Him. He wanted to 

warn his brothers.  

Luke 16:23-28 NAU - "In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in 
torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 
"And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.'  25 "But 
Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your life you received 
your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is 
being comforted here, and you are in agony.  26 'And besides all 
this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those 
who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that 
none may cross over from there to us.'  27 "And he said, 'Then I beg 
you, father, that you send him to my father's house--  28 for I have 
five brothers-- in order that he may warn them, so that they will not 
also come to this place of torment."  

C. If you do not know Christ you must consider your soul and eternity with urgency 

  1. Death is approaching quickly and it will strike unexpectedly 

Death is almost always most unpredictable. It can come at the most 

unexpected time – even today. 

2. As soon as you leave this world you will have to deal with the matter of 

your sin – Apart from God’s only Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, you will 

stand eternally condemned. 

 D. The Gospel offers hope now 

1. We were condemned with Adam but Divine justice has been satisfied 

through the atonement of Christ 

2. Jesus removed the curse of sin by taking the curse upon Himself 

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 NAU - "The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law;  57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."  

3. You must receive the death of Christ upon the cross as the full satisfaction 

for your sin. Jesus alone has achieved victory over sin and death. If you 

trust Christ alone death will have no power over you! 
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IV. Some points to ponder 

A. If Jesus has paid the full penalty for our sin, why do we still die? If Jesus has 

removed our condemnation why must we still face death? 

  1. Sin has not yet been entirely annihilated from our life. 

2. We have been redeemed from the eternal penalty of sin and from the 

power of sin, yet we will not be entirely removed from its effects, not until 

we are glorified. 

3. We still suffer under the reality of our mortality. We still get sick, we still 

suffer, and we will die. 

  3. Sin continues to plague us in our mortal bodies.  

a. Justification provides a positional holiness – the righteousness of 

Christ has been imputed to us.  

b. Our lives, however, are still plagued by sin. Our personal sins are 

being dealt with progressively through sanctification as we 

continually die more and more to the flesh. 

c. But Christians must carry the body of death with them their entire 

lives. God is perfecting us in holiness by degrees, but we will not 

be wholly freed from sin until we are glorified.  

4 We will someday be glorified and totally freed from sin. But death is 

required before this can occur. God is teaching us daily of the evil and 

bitterness of sin that Christ might appear all the more precious.  

Our weakness makes us to know His greatness 

5. Although we have not yet been completely delivered from sin death is no 

longer our enemy 

a. Death is only an enemy for the lost where it destroys this worldly 

life and replaces it with life in hell 

b. For the believer death is merely the doorway to the immediate presence 

of Christ.  It is the departure from misery to majesty.  For the believer, 

it should be welcomed as the pathway to the presence of Christ.    

 B. What then should be our attitude concerning death? 

1. For the believer, David’s words are words of hope and comfort. 

   "there is hardly a step between me and death."  
   Philippians 1:21 – “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”   
   For the believer death is actually a blessing 

   a. Death marks the end of our labors 

b. For the believer death is the portal to happiness, to eternal life – to 

the presence of Christ.  

  1. If we are here just a season we should keep our eyes on the world to come.  

Philippians 3:20 NAU - "For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;"  

2. If this world is not our reward, we must not seek our ultimate happiness 

here. Perfect blessedness is not meant to be enjoyed upon the earth but is 

reserved for heaven.  

  3. If Christ is our great Bridegroom, we must savor going to be with Him? 

4. If these days are short, if there is but a step between us and death, we must 

be all the more diligent with the days we have.  

6. If my days are uncertain, then so are the days of all mankind. May this 

make me all the more diligent to reach the lost with the Gospel of Christ. 


