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Mark 1:9-12  9  And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan.  10  And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, 
and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him:  11  And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  12  And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the 
wilderness. 
 
9a  And it came to pass in those days, 
 

Mark 1:4-5  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins.  5  And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of 
Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 

“Those days” were when John was still baptizing and when the people of Judea and Jerusalem 
were still being baptized and confessing. 
 
9b  And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, 
 

Matthew 2:19-23  But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt,  20  Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, 
and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life.  21  And 
he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.  22  But when 
he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of 
Galilee:  23  And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. 
 

Matthew Henry’s commentary on “He shall be called a Nazarene”: “…a name of reproach and 
contempt. To be called a Nazarene, was to be called a despicable man, a man from 
whom no good was to be expected, and to whom no respect was to be paid. The devil 
first fastened this name upon Christ, to render him mean, and prejudice people against him, and 
it stuck as a nickname to him and his followers. Now this was not particularly foretold by any 
one prophet, but, in general, it was spoken by the prophets, that he should be despised and 
rejected of men (Isaiah 53:2-3), a Worm, and no man (Psalms 22:6-7), that he should be an 
Alien to his brethren (Psalms 69:7-8). Let no name of reproach for religion's sake seem 
hard to us, when our Master was himself called a Nazarene.” 
 

Isaiah 53:2-3  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire him.  3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 
 
Psalms 22:6-8  But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the 
people.  7  All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the 
head, saying,  8  He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing 
he delighted in him. 
 
Psalms 69:7-8  Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my face.  8  
I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children. 
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9b  And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan.   
 

John was given authority from God by the Holy Ghost to administer baptism. His ministry 
was one of preaching and baptizing to prepare the way for the Lord Jesus Christ. John’s 
method of baptism was the only method given in the scripture: immersion (whelm, dip, cover) 
in water (the Jordan river). 
 

John 1:29-30  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  30  This is he of whom I said, After me 
cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 
 
Matthew 3:13-15  Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of 
him.  14  But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me?  15  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 

 
John Gill on “it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness”: “It became John to administer the 
ordinance of baptism to Christ, as he was his forerunner, and the only administrator of it, and 
that he might fulfil the ministry which he had received; and as it became Christ to fulfil all 
righteousness, moral and ceremonial, and baptism being a part of his Father's will, which 
he came to do, it became him to fulfil this also. And since it became Christ, it cannot be 
unbecoming us to submit to this ordinance; and since he looked upon it as a part of 
righteousness to be fulfilled by him, it ought to be attended to by all those who 
would be accounted followers of him. Christ having strongly urged the conveniency and 
equity of the administration of baptism to him, which showed his eager desire after it, and the 
lowliness of his mind; and John being convinced, and overcome by the force of his reasoning, 
agrees to his baptism;” 
 
Did Jesus Christ need to be baptized? Yes. It was God’s will that he be baptized. 
 

John 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; 
because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

 
Jesus Christ was a proper subject of baptism because his submission to the ordinance fulfilled 
the righteous will of God the Father. Jesus was also a proper subject of baptism because he was 
able to act upon his own to participate in the ordinance being around 30 years old (Luke 3:23). 
The purpose of baptism is also revealed: to publicly declare a private change. Jesus was now to 
begin his ministry. 

 
Do we need to be baptized? Yes. It is God’s will that we be baptized. 

 
Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth.  19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20  Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
Mark 16:16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. 
 
Matthew 12:50  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 
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Baptism is a responsive act. It requires a profession of belief that is produced by faith which is 
a gift of God. Baptism is an obedient act. It requires an ability to be taught and to have an 
understanding of and to be obedient to Jesus’ commands. Baptism is a symbolic act. It 
publicly declares that we are dying to our sins, are burying our dead life, and are being 
resurrected to a new life. Baptism is a public act. It publicly declares that we are part of the 
churches of Christ. It publicly declares that God has worked upon us to do his will through us. It 
publicly declares that we, like Jesus Christ, are beginning our gospel ministry as his saints. 

 
10a  And straightway coming up out of the water,  
 
Jesus came up and out of the water. He had been immersed in it like he would be buried in the 
tomb. He came up as he would rise from death. He came out as he would ascend into heaven. 
 
10b And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon him:   
 

Isaiah 42:1  Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I 
have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

 
Matthew 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, 
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove, and lighting upon him: 

 
Luke 3:21b-22a  …it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven 
was opened,  22  And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon 
him… 

 
John 1:32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it abode upon him.   

 
All four of the gospels relate this same event: after Jesus had come up and out of the water, the 
heavens were opened and the Holy Ghost came down from the heavens in the form of a dove 
and landed upon and remained upon him, fulfilling the prophecy in Isaiah. The gospel of John 
relates John the Baptist’s recollection of the event: he saw it with his own eyes, confirming what 
he had been promised, that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. 
 

John 1:33-34  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same 
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on 
him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  34  And I saw, and bare 
record that this is the Son of God. 

 
While John’s eyewitness account builds our confidence and faith in the record of this event, God 
the Father’s witness from heaven is even more powerful. The same place where John placed his 
trust should be the place where we place our trust: in God. 
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11  And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. 
 
There are two things to attend to: 1. All three persons of the triune God are present: the Son on 
earth, the Holy Ghost descending and abiding on the Son, and the Father in heaven. These three 
are named at every believer’s baptism. 2. God the Father confesses that Jesus is the Christ his 
Son. The Father’s confession is to be our confession. This confession is required at every 
believer’s baptism. 
 

Matthew 16:13-18  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  14  And they said, Some say 
that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  15  He 
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.  17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.  18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 
John 6:69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
living God. 

 
1 John 4:1-3  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  2  Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  3  
And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is 
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in 
the world. 

 
In the baptism of Jesus Christ we have an example for the baptism of believers: A method 
(immersion in water), an administrator (a gospel minister), a (believing, responsive, obedient) 
subject, a purpose (public declaration), a confession (Jesus Christ is the Son of God), and a 
witness (the triune God). 
 
12  And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 
 
While this verse leads us into our next lesson from the gospel of Mark, we must grasp the 
immediacy of action following Jesus’ baptism. We are not to be baptized and expect nothing to 
happen. The Holy Ghost will move a believer immediately from regeneration and conversion 
into sanctification. There is no stopping point. Baptism is a gateway to ministry and with that 
ministry comes the work of God in maturing us in Christ which oftentimes comes through 
suffering, trial, and tribulation. 


