
“Mission Minded” 

Philippians 4:14-18 

(Preached at Trinity, September 3, 2017)  

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. In Verses 10-19 Paul expresses his great gratitude for the abundant gift they had sent 

through Epaphroditus. Paul was careful, however, not to give the appearance that the only 

source of his joy was in the gift. He made it clear that he found great joy in Christ 

regardless of his earthly circumstance.  

 Philippians 4:13 NAU - "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me."  
2. After pausing to stress his great contentment in Christ, Paul continues expressing his 

heartfelt joy over their love and generosity.  

 The Philippians loved Paul but they had a higher motivation. They had a passion for 

seeing the Gospel advance. They had partnered with Paul in his mission at Rome. 

Philippians 1:3-5 NAU - "I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 
always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 in view of your 
participation in the gospel from the first day until now."  

 The word is koinwni,a – “fellowship”  
3. Paul uses the same word here in Verse 14 except with the prefix sug, meaning “with.” 

sugkoinwne,w – “fellowship with” 

Philippians 4:14 NAU - "you have done well to share with me in my affliction."  
4. From the beginning the Church of Philippi had been in partnership with Paul in his 

missionary work.  

Philippians 4:15 NAU - "You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first 
preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the 
matter of giving and receiving but you alone;"  
A. We would call them a “Mission Minded” church. From the very beginning, after 

God opened her heart, Lydia opened her home to Paul for the ongoing work of the 

Gospel. It would seem her love for missions spread to the whole church.  

B. This is an important topic because we too need to be a mission minded church and 

each of you as individuals need to be mission minded—Gospel focused. 

5. What do we mean by the term missions?  

A. In the most basic sense missions is the activity of the church through which the 

people of the whole earth are called to repentance and faith in Christ so that they 

might be made His disciples and through baptism incorporated into the church. 

Some are called to go and the rest are charged with the duty to support. 

B. We often distinguish evangelism as being local and missions as being far off. In 

reality, in terms of the propagation of the Gospel, it is all missions. All of us must 

take part in this work. 
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C. Some accuse reformed churches of not being evangelistic. We see it quite the 

opposite. In fact, “Commitment to Evangelism” is one of our seven distinctives.  

Spurgeon – “Our doctrines, although they are supposed to lead to apathy and 

sloth, have always proved themselves to be eminently practical; the fathers of the 

mission were all zealous lovers of the doctrines of the grace of God; and we 

believe the great support of the missionary enterprise, if it is to be successful, 

must always come from those who hold God’s truth firmly and boldly, and yet 

have fire and zeal with it, and desire to spread it everywhere.” 

6. Paul used language that described their support in sacrificial terms. 

Philippians 4:18 NAU - "a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing 
to God."  

 A. This is consistent with what Paul wrote to the Church of Rome. 

Romans 12:1 NAU - "Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of worship."  

B. The point is, we have been called in service to Christ. This service includes 

laboring in the spread of the Gospel.  

7. I want to address this important topic this morning. May God use it to enflame our hearts 

with the great missionary enterprise.  

 

I. The work is before us as an unending work 

 A. This has been Paul’s teaching throughout this letter 

1. God is continuing His redemptive work upon the earth. This work is both 

inward and outward. It is inward as He is working in us both to will and to 

do of His good pleasure, growing us in holiness. It is an outward work as 

He is using us in the spread of the Gospel.  

Philippians 1:3-7 NAU - "I thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you,  4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 
in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 
For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work 
in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  7 For it is only right 
for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, 
since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me."  

2. We are all partakers of both God’s work of grace in holiness and God’s 

work of grace in the propagation of the Gospel.  

  3. This work of the Kingdom will continue until Christ returns. 

 B. It has always been the duty of the church to proclaim the Gospel to the world 

  1. This was the last words of our Lord upon the earth 

Acts 1:8-9 NAU - "but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest 
part of the earth."  9 And after He had said these things, He was 
lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out 
of their sight."  
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  2. This is the duty of the church until the end of the age. 

Matthew 24:14 NAU - "This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come."  

C. The world is still filled with lost people dead in sin 

  1. One look around you makes this plainly evident 

  2. Christ is the only hope of this world 

 

II. This missionary endeavor is one of the aspects of the mission of the church 

 A. Christ had the church in sight as He gave the charge to evangelism 

1. Jesus stated His authority in the context of the great commission and then 

gave the church the charge to hold disciples accountable to this authority 

Matthew 28:18-20 NAU - "And Jesus came up and spoke to them, 
saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  
19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age."  
  evxousi,a – “the power of authority, rule or government 

  2. This is why Jesus adds as part of the Great Commission: 

“baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” 

3. The work of evangelism and missions must be conducted in the context of 

the local church 

R.B. Kuiper – “The Christian church is the God-ordained agent of 

evangelism.   
4. We can see in this passage in Philippians 4 that the entire church was 

involved in the missionary effort. It must also be the passion of our entire 

church. 

Philippians 4:15 NAU - "You yourselves also know, Philippians, 
that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no 
church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you 
alone"  

B. Although it is the work of the church corporately, the charge to evangelize the 

world goes out to every believer 

  1. Each of us has the burden for this generation of unbelievers. 

Luke 10:2 NAU - "And He was saying to them, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."  
a All of us are charged to bring the Gospel to those in our immediate 

area—our family, our employment, our neighborhood, our friends 

and acquaintances, our associates 

b. Not all of us are able nor called to go to foreign lands, but some 

will go far and wide throughout the world.   
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   c. Those who stay behind must support those who go  

Luke 10:5-7 NAU - "Whatever house you enter, first say, 
'Peace be to this house.'  6 "If a man of peace is there, your 
peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you.  7 "Stay 
in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the 
laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from 
house to house."  

d. We are laborers together in a common labor 

1 Corinthians 3:6-8 NAU - "I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God was causing the growth.  7 So then neither the one who 
plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who 
causes the growth.  8 Now he who plants and he who waters 
are one; but each will receive his own reward according to 
his own labor."  

  

III. Paul’s implication is that there should be equal sacrifice for all 

A. Paul sacrificed greatly for the Gospel.  

1. He was under arrest in Rome awaiting his sentencing – all for the sake of 

the Gospel.  

2. Missionaries across the globe are sacrificing everything for the Gospel. 

They have left behind the comfort and familiar customs of the west in 

order to bring the Gospel to those who have not heard.  

3. Are we left without any obligation to share in this work? 

B. The Philippians also sacrificed for the Gospel. 

1. Paul wrote to the Corinthians of their sacrificial giving 

2 Corinthians 8:2-3 NAU - "that in a great ordeal of affliction their 
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of 
their liberality.  3 For I testify that according to their ability, and 
beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord"  

2. The Philippians were willing to sacrifice so that Paul’s needs might be 

met. Paul says they were abundantly met. 

Philippians 4:18 NAU - "But I have received everything in full and 
have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus what you have sent"  

 C. None of us has a reason for doing nothing 

  1. None of us can say, “I’m not important” 

   None of us can say, “I don’t have anything to contribute.” 

None of us can say, “I am are too busy with other things.” 

MacArthur – “A Christian who does not have a ministry is a contradiction.  

He is disobedient and denies God the right to use him in the way He 

intends and for which He has gifted him.” 

2. Those who stay behind must understand the importance of their support 

a. The Philippians were pleased and thankful that they were able to 

take part in Paul’s mission to Rome. They saw it as an opportunity 

of service to God. - "an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to 
God."  
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b. Our resources are necessary – the missionary enterprise is 

expensive 

3. There must be a shared sacrifice. Their money was a way for the 

Philippians to share in Paul’s work.  

4. This concept of a shared work is taught over and over. 

 This is how full-time vocational pastors are possible 

Galatians 6:5-6 NAU - "For each one will bear his own load.  6 The 
one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one 
who teaches him."  
1 Timothy 5:17-18 NAU - "The elders who rule well are to be 
considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard 
at preaching and teaching.  18 For the Scripture says, "YOU SHALL 
NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING," and "The 
laborer is worthy of his wages." 

  5. Our prayers are also an absolute necessity 

a. Even when it was not possible for the Church of Philippi to send 

resources Paul never doubted their heart for the Gospel.  

Philippians 4:10 NAU - "But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, 
that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked 
opportunity."  

b. They were faithful in praying for the work of the Gospel 

Philippians 1:19-20 NAU - "or I know that this will turn out 
for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in 
anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as 
always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death."  

c. When Peter was delivered from prison he came to where many had 

gathered to pray 

Acts 12:11-12 NAU - "When Peter came to himself, he said, 
"Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His angel 
and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the 
Jewish people were expecting."  12 And when he realized 
this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who 
was also called Mark, where many were gathered together 
and were praying."  

d. Paul’s great request from the church was that they pray for him 

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 NAU - "Finally, brethren, pray for us 
that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, 
just as it did also with you;  2 and that we will be rescued 
from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith."  
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Conclusion: 
1. This is the Great Missionary Enterprise. It will continue until the end of time.  The baton 

has been handed to us.  We must continue to run the race set before us. 

2. The work is appointed for us all.  Each of us are given a different role but none are 

excused.  Some will go, others will stay behind to uplift and undergird all of us share in 

the blessings of the Gospel work. 

3. Notice Paul’s words in Verse 17 - "Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the 
profit which increases to your account."  
a. Paul knew that he wasn’t the only one profiting from their gift. They too enjoyed 

the blessings of giving.  

 b. Using the words of our Savior, they were storing up blessings in heaven. 

Luke 12:33 NAU - "Sell your possessions and give to charity; make 
yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys."  
Matthew 6:19-20 NAU - "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  
20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal"  

c. As one commentator notes: “The Philippians can rest assured that their 

contribution has not really diminished their resources. Rather, they have put those 

resources on deposit with the Creator of all things. Their investment is secure, and 

it will bring a return beyond their imaginations. 1  

                                                 
1 Dennis E. Johnson, Philippians, eds. Richard D. Phillips, Philip Graham Ryken, and Daniel M. 

Doriani, Reformed Expository Commentary, 1st ed., (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2013), 

308. 


