
John (108): A Personal Revelation                                                  Hymns 219, 221 

 

I've mentioned that this prayer of our Savior, divides into three sections—(1) He prays for Himself (vv1-5), (2) 

He prays for the apostles (vv6-19), and (3) He prays for those who would believe through the apostles (vv20-

26). 

 

In Ephesians 2:19-20, the apostle describes the church as a building, built on the foundation of the apostles, 

with Christ Himself as the chief cornerstone, and each individual member a stone—thus, there's first Christ 

(cornerstone), the apostles (the foundation, for through them He would give His word), and the church (built 

upon that word and trusting in Christ).  

 

Thus there is an intimate and logical connection between these three—Christ is first, then His apostles, and 

then individual Christians—Christ is the cornerstone, the apostles the foundation, and individual Christians are 

the stones.  

 

A building is only as sturdy as it's foundation, which is totally dependant on its cornerstone—thus Christ starts 

with Himself, broadens out to His apostles, and ends with all Christians.  

 

There are fundamentally two things in these three verses—in v6 we have A Personal Revelation, and in vv7-8 

A Personal Knowledge—these two relate to each as cause and effect—Christ reveals or manifests the Father to 

His people, and in so doing, gives them a certain knowledge not only of the Father's name, but also His own 

person and mission.  

 

I.  A Personal Revelation—v6 

II. A Personal Knowledge—vv7-8   

 

I.  A Personal Revelation—v6 

 

1. Here I want to consider three things about this Personal Revelation—who reveals, what He reveals, and 

who He reveals to... 

2. [1] Who reveals, v6—"I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the 

world..." 

3. The word rendered "manifested" means "to make known or reveal"—it refers to Christ making His Father 

known... 

4. Our Savior uses it again in v26—"And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it"—here the 

NKJ renders it "declare"... 

5. Our Savior has revealed or declared His Father's name to the apostles, and He will also reveal it to every 

Christian... 

6. Thus, while v6 has a specific reference to the apostles, Christ promises to reveal the Father's name to all 

Christians... 

7. Thus, what Christ did personally to His apostles, while on earth, He continues to do all Christians, from 

heaven... 

8. Christ manifested His Father's name to His apostles, and He continues to manifest that name, through His 

word... 

9. V6—"They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word" v8—"For I have given to 

them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them..." 

10. The apostles "kept" and "received" His word—this means, they received His word and they kept it in their 

hearts... 

11. In other words—the way in which Christ manifests the Father's name is through His word and by His 

Spirit... 

12. [2] What He reveals, v6—"I have manifested Your name"—what does our Savior mean by His Father's 

NAME... 

13. Well, many of you will know, that by "name" is meant God Himself—the sum total of His divine 

perfections... 
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14. Prov.10:18—"The name of the LORD is a strong tower, the righteous runs into it and are safe" Ps.9:10—

"Those who know Your name will put their trust in You..." 

15. Thus, by "name" is meant God Himself—all of His divine perfections or attributes—His mercy, power, 

love, and wisdom... 

16. Ps.40:9-10—"I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness in the great assembly; indeed, I do not 

restrain my lips, O LORD, You Yourself know. I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I 

have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your 

truth from the great assembly..." 

17. Here we find both the priestly (vv6-8) and prophetic work of Christ (vv9-10)—notice a few things about 

His prophetic work... 

18. He proclaims the good news, v9—"I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness in the great 

assembly..." 

19. This means, He effectually proclaims it to a certain people—He effectually proclaims it to the elect of 

God... 

20. He proclaims the Father's name, v10—"I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have 

declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth 

from the great assembly..." 

21. Notice that Christ describes various attributes of God—His righteousness, faithfulness, lovingkindness, 

and truth... 

22. Thus, Christ as Prophet, through His word, makes the Father known in the totality of His divine 

perfections... 

23. [3] Who He reveals to, v6—"I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of 

the world. They were Yours, You have them to Me..."  

24. Our Savior describes those who receive this personal revelation is three ways—they were the Father's, 

they were given to the Son, and they were taken from this world... 

25. [a] They were the Father's—"They were Yours"—that is, they were the Father's first by way of election or 

choice... 

26. From eternity, the Father chose a people as a love gift for His beloved Son—thus, they were first the 

Father's... 

27. [b] They were given to the Son—"They were Yours, You gave them to Me"—that is, in the covenant of 

redemption... 

28. From eternity, the Father gave the Son a people—it would be for this people that Christ would especially 

come to save... 

29. [c] They were taken from this world—"I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given 

Me out of the world..." 

30. Though they were chosen by the Father and given to Christ from eternity, they nevertheless were born into 

this world... 

31. This means, the elect, before they were converted, were fallen sinners in this world, just like everyone 

else... 

32. Lesson 1—Election is not salvation, but unto salvation—that is, we were elected for the purpose of 

salvation... 

33. Elect sinners are still sinners—they need salvation—they are born into this world just like every other 

sinner... 

34. 1Thess.2:13—"God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 

belief in the truth..." 

35. God chose them from the beginning (from eternity) FOR SALVATION—this salvation would come 

through sanctification by the Spirit (this refers to their being called out of this world, or set apart from this 

world), and belief in the truth (they would believe the gospel)... 

36. Thus, people are not elected because God knows they will believe the truth, they are elected in order to 

believe the truth... 

37. But here is my point—by nature, every person, including the elect, have need of being set apart from this 

world... 

38. These eleven men, were by nature, just as other men—they were in and of the world—they were lost 

sinners... 
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39. Verses 14-16—"I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You 

should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world..." 

40. Lesson 2—Election is known by calling and conversion—how do we know we are elect, but because we 

have been delivered from this world... 

41. This is the only way any person can be certain they are elect—they have been called out of this world and 

now keep His word... 

42. To keep His word, means you continually embrace, believe, and obey His word—both His gospel and 

law... 

43. The apostles kept His word, even though they faced all manner of opposition—they kept or guarded His 

word...  

44. Now, as I have already said, Jesus' word, which He received from His Father, was twofold—gospel and 

law... 

45. By Gospel is meant that part of His word that needed to be believed, by law is meant that part of His word 

that needed to be obeyed... 

46. The apostles kept both—they continued to believe His teaching, and they continued to obey His 

commands... 

47. Now, before we move on to our second main heading, let me point out how gracious our Savior describes 

these men... 

48. V6b—"They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word"—that is, these weak and 

needy men... 

49. Brethren, think for a minute how graciously does our Savior describe His beloved people to His Heavenly 

Father... 

50. He does not complain about them—He does not point out all of their weaknesses, failures, and 

shortcomings... 

51. But He describes them as "those who have kept Your word"—He is quick to cover over their faults and 

sins... 

52. J.C. Ryle—"It is evident that Jesus sees far more in His believing people than they see in themselves, or 

than others see in them. The least degree of faith is very precious in His sight. Though it be no bigger than 

a grain of mustard seed, it is a plant of heavenly growth, and makes a boundless difference between the 

possessor of it and the man of the world. Wherever the gracious Savior of sinners sees true faith in 

Himself, however feeble, He looks with compassion on many infirmities, and passes by many defects..." 

 

II. A Personal Knowledge—vv7-8   

 

1. Verses 7-8 describe for us the result or results of Christ personally revealing to our hearts the Father's 

name... 

2. V7—"Now they have known" v8—"For I have given them the words which You have given Me: and they 

have received them, and have known surely..." 

3. In other words—when Christ reveals His Father's name to our hearts, this results in a knowledge about 

Christ... 

4. Perhaps I can put it this way—the revelation of God that Christ gives, is a knowledge of God in and 

through Christ... 

5. When Christ reveals or manifests His Father to us, He also teaches us that we know the Father through 

Christ... 

6. Thus, every person who has the Father revealed to him, will also know, it's only in Christ that the Father is 

known... 

7. Another way of saying this would be—the only way we can savingly know the Father, is by knowing the 

Son... 

8. V3—"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent..." 

9. Thus, as we examine verses 7-8, I suggest there are at least a threefold knowledge of Christ, the apostles 

learned... 
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10. [1] His divine authority, v7—"Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from 

You..."  

11. By "all things which You have given Me" is meant the words He spoke—Christ spoke as the prophet of 

God... 

12. The disciples, and all Christians by inference, came to know that Christ spoke with the authority of God 

Himself... 

13. [2] His divine Sonship, v8a—"For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they 

have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You..." 

14. The phrase "I came forth from You"—goes beyond merely saying, that Christ was sent from His Father 

(this He says at the end of the v8)... 

15. But the phrase "I came forth from You" refers to the fact, that as the Son of God, He eternally came from 

the Father... 

16. The theological term that describes this is "eternal generation"—the Son is eternally begotten from the 

Father...  

17. [3] His divine commission, v8b—"and they have believed that You sent Me"—that is, as God's Messiah or 

Anointed... 

18. Thus, it was through Christ's revelation of the Father, that the disciples came to know Him, as the 

Messiah... 

19. Observation—All men, even the elect, stand in need of a personal revelation of the Father's name, by 

Christ... 

20. Christ does this work as God's last and final prophet, who reveals the Father to the elect, through the word 

of God... 

21. And so, while we typically refer to this prayer as our Savior's High Priestly prayer, it also describes Him as 

Prophet...  

22. [a] As Prophet, Christ manifests His Father's name selflessly—by this I mean, He came to reveal the 

Father...  

23. As a Prophet, our Savior came to do what every prophet did—faithfully proclaim the word given to Him 

by God... 

24. V8—"For I have given to them the words which You have given Me"—this is what Old and NT prophets 

did... 

25. They merely communicated the message given them by God—they did not invent the message, they 

merely gave the message... 

26. And this is true also of preachers—a preacher is not commissioned to invent, change, or modify the 

message... 

27. The perfect eternal Son of God, came from heaven, assumed a human nature, to serve as God's final 

Prophet... 

28. Thus my point here is this—He did not come to glorify Himself, but His Father—He came to reveal God 

to man...  

29. Deut.18:18—"I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My 

words in His mouth and He shall speak to them all that I command Him..." 

30. This is a prophecy of Christ—(1) He would be similar to Moses, (2) He would be from their brethren, (3) 

He will be given the words of the Father, and (4) He will speak all that the Father commands... 

31. [b] As Prophet, Christ manifests His Father's name selectively—that is, this revealing comes only to the 

elect... 

32. This of course does not deny that Christ made known the Father in a broader sense in His teaching and 

miracles... 

33. But it does mean, Christ effectually and powerfully makes His Father known to those given to Him by His 

Father...  

34. Ps.22:22—"I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise You" 

(Heb.2:12)..." 

35. Verses 1-21, describe the suffering of our Savior while on the cross, v21 ends with His prayer for 

deliverance from the grave.... 

36. V21b—"You have answered Me"—verses 22-31 describe what the Savior would do, by His Spirit, 

through His church (v27)... 
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37. V22—"I will declare Your name to My brethren"—that is, He will savingly reveal the Father to His elect 

people... 

38. Matt.11:27—"All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the 

Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal 

Him..." 

39. [c] As Prophet, Christ manifests His Father's name accurately—that is, He gives to us an accurate 

understanding of the Father... 

40. Jn.1:18—"No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He 

has declared Him..." 

41. Jn.15:15—"No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you..." 

42. [d] As Prophet, Christ manifests His Father's name rationally—by this I mean, He reveals through the 

word to our souls... 

43. Christ does not manifest or reveal His Father's name, any other way, except through the word, by the 

Spirit... 

44. It's for this reason, we can actually look at this passage, vv6-8, from two different perspectives—v6 views 

salvation from God's perspective, v8 from man's perspective... 

45. From God's perspective, salvation looks like this—He chose a people and gave them to Christ (all from 

eternity), and in time they are taken out from this world, given to Christ, who reveals to them the Father's 

name... 

46. From man's perspective, salvation looks like this—Christ comes to us with the word, which we hear, 

receive, and believe... 

 


