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Message #45                                                                                                            Ezekiel 41:1-26 

 

We may recall that Ezekiel originally was going to be a priest.  He was looking forward to the 

time he would serve in the Temple of Jerusalem.  But of course that all changed and he was 

taken captive to Babylon.  So God made Ezekiel a prophet and as we have journeyed through 

this book of Ezekiel, he has made some amazing predictions concerning Israel and the nations 

that surround Israel. 

 

But when we come to the final chapters of the book of Ezekiel, things swing back to something 

that truly would have interested Ezekiel.  The final nine chapters of Ezekiel (40-48) have to do 

with matters pertaining to the Temple, Temple worship and land distribution for Israel.  We 

could break the chapters down in the following way: 

1) Ezekiel 40-42 is a description of the Temple. 

2) Ezekiel 43-46 is a description of Temple worship. 

3) Ezekiel 47-48 is a description of Israel’s land. 

 

All throughout this book of Ezekiel, he has prophesied that one day Israel is going to be 

regathered by God as a nation to her land and she will be restored in the land and will receive the 

full blessings of God.  She will be seen as the great nation of God.  These final chapters describe 

what that will actually be.   

 

These things have not happened yet.  These prophecies have not yet been fulfilled, but one day 

they will be fulfilled.   One of the things that will be featured during this time will be the Temple.  

It is a Temple of precise detail and measurement.  We may remember that the measurement 

being used for this temple is a “cubit and a handbreadth” (40:5), which is 21 inches.  A cubit is 

18 inches and a handbreadth is 3 inches. 

 

Now one of the things that is critical to the Temple is the Holy Place.  This was true for the O.T. 

Tabernacle, this was true for Solomon’s temple and this is true for this Millennial Temple.  This 

will be a very sacred place for worship and in this chapter, God takes Ezekiel into this place and 

lets him see the precise measurements and design of it.   

 

EZEKIEL IS GIVEN A VISION OF THE INSIDE OF THE HOLY PLACE AND MOST 

HOLY PLACE AND ALL THINGS RELATED TO THE MILLENNIAL TEMPLE. 

 

As we said, this is a literal temple and these are literal measurements.  Now this sanctuary 

consists of two rooms just as the Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple.  There is the Holy Place 

and then there is the Holy of Holies.  Now this chapter breaks down into five main descriptions: 

 

DESCRIPTION #1 – The description of the Holy Place.  41:1-2 

 

According to verse 1, Ezekiel was brought to the “nave” which is the outer sanctuary, or the 

Holy place.  The side pillars were measured and each pillar was six cubits or 10 1/2 feet wide.   
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According to verse 2, the width of the entrance into the Holy place was 10 cubits or 17 ½ feet 

wide and the sides of the entrance were 5 cubits or 8 ¾’s feet wide.  The length of the Holy place 

was 40 cubits or 70 feet long by 20 cubits or 35 feet wide.   

 

Nothing is described here concerning any furnishings.   

 

The dimensions here are the same as Solomon’s temple from a cubit perspective (I Kings 6:2) 

but they are larger than the wilderness tabernacle which was only 20 cubits long (30 feet) and  

10 cubits wide (15 feet) (Ex. 26).    

 

However, if we keep in mind that Solomon’s temple was built on a straight cubit of 18 inches, 

whereas this temple is built on a cubit and handbreadth which is 21 inches, we can see there is  

a difference. 

 1) The tabernacle was 30 by 15 feet. 

2) Solomon’s temple was 60 by 30 feet. 

3) This Millennial Temple is 70 by 35 feet.   

 

It stands to reason that when Jesus Christ reigns in Jerusalem, His temple will be a step up from 

all previous temples, which these dimensions suggest. 

 

DESCRIPTION #2 – The description of the Most Holy Place.  41:3-4 

 

According to verse 3, the man, not Ezekiel, went inside and measured each side pillar of the 

doorway which was 2 cubits or 3 ½ feet wide.  The doorway was 6 cubits high or 10 1/2 feet 

high and the width of the door way was 7 cubits or 12 ¼ feet wide. 

 

According to verse 4 the length of the Most Holy Place was 20 cubits or 35 feet long and the 

width was 20 cubits which also is 35 feet long. 

 

This place is given a name–“The Most Holy Place of all” (v. 4).  This will be the Most Holy 

Place on this earth.  Now what we clearly see in comparing the Holy Place and the Most Holy 

Place is that the dimensions narrow.  The entrance doorways become narrower as one moves 

toward the Most Holy Place.  The initial entrance door is 10 cubits or 17 ½ feet (41:2).  But the 

door into the Most Holy Place is 7 cubits or 12 ¼ feet (41:3). 

 

What this shows us is the righteousness of God is very narrow.  God’s holy place is a very 

restricted area.  Ezekiel is not even entering this place.  There are not multiple ways of entrance 

into a relationship with God.  There is one door and it is a narrow door and that door is Jesus 

Christ.  This illustrates that.   

 

DESCRIPTION #3 – The description of the side chambers.  41:5-11 

 

According to verse 5, Ezekiel measured the wall that surrounds the Holy and Most Holy Place.  

The wall was six cubits or 10 ½ feet long and four cubits or 7 feet wide. 
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According to verse 6, there were these side chambers.  These also existed in Solomon’s temple  

(I Kings 6:5).  These chambers are three stories high and each story contains 30 chambers for a 

total of 90 chambers. 

 

These three stories surround the Temple on three sides–north, west and south–and there is a total 

of 90 chambers.  These side chambers are an addition to the wall that surrounds the Holy and 

Most Holy place. 

 

We are not sure what these chambers are actually for.  We do not know what the exact use of 

these chambers will be.  These could be places of instruction, worship, fellowship and even 

storage.   

 

Sometimes when a church is built, you will hear some people say storage is a wasted place.  

Apparently God does not think so because there will be places of storage in His sacred place  

of worship. 

 

Now according to verse 7 each story goes wider as it goes up.  There is a gradation from the 

floor up.  The smallest rooms are at floor level; the larger rooms are at mid-level and the largest 

of all rooms are at the upper level. 

 

We are not certain as to what the levels mean.  We could logistically assume that the ground 

level rooms are the closest rooms to God and they have the least amount of space.  The upper 

rooms are the farthest away and have the most space.  Perhaps this is illustrative of the fact that, 

comparatively speaking, there are relatively few who are very close to God. 

 

According to verse 8 the Temple was on a raised platform on three sides of the Temple which 

were six long cubits or 10 ½ feet.  One would need to go upstairs to get into this. 

 

Verses 9-10 inform us that the thickness of the outer wall for each chamber was five cubits or 8 

¾’s feet.  The distance between the chamber and the Temple was 20 cubits or 35 feet.  There was 

this distance all around the Temple between the Temple and the chambers. 

 

According to verse 11, there were two doorways that led to the 30 foot free space coming out of 

the Temple.  One doorway went to the north and the other to the south and the width of the door 

way was 5 cubits or 8 ¾’s feet.  
 

DESCRIPTION #4 – The description of the separate building.  41:12-15 
 

Now in these verses, we are given dimensions to a different building which is behind the Temple 

building.  Its dimensions are 70 cubits wide or 122 ½ feet wide by 90 cubits long or 157 ½ feet 

long with a wall that is 5 cubits or 8 ¾’s feet thick.   

 

We are not told exactly what the purpose will be for this building.  It is possible it will be used to 

dispose of things pertaining to the sacrifice, but the purpose is not stated. 
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In verses 13-14 the total measurement of the Temple is once again given which is 175 feet long 

(100 cubits) and 175 feet wide (100 cubits). 
 

DESCRIPTION #5 – The description of the inside of the Temple.  41:16-26 
 

Now Ezekiel gets a look at the inside of the Temple area and here is what he saw: 
 

(Sight #1) - The thresholds and the galleries of three stories are all paneled with wood.  41:16 
 

The entire interior is paneled with wood. 
 

(Sight #2) - Above the outside entrance to the inner sanctuary and on the outside and inside  

                      walls were carvings of cherubim and palm trees.  41:17-20 
 

This corresponds to what was in Solomon’s temple (I Kings 6:29-30).  The carved cherubim 

certainly would remind all who see this as they are the guardians of God’s holiness.  The 

cherubim only had two faces here and not four.  The two faces are that of a man and that of a 

lion.  They were looking at the palm tree.  This is significant because the man and the Lion 

represent the Divine/man or the God/man Jesus Christ.  He was the One who brought the palm 

tree blessings to all humanity and to Israel.  He is the reason this Temple is in existence. 

 

The palm trees would remind all of the Garden of Eden blessings.  During this time the blessings 

of God are fully reinstated in Israel, and it will be a Garden of Eden type of existence. 
 

(Sight #3) - The doorposts to the outer sanctuary and most holy place were identical.  41:21 
 

(Sight #4) - The altar was wood 3 cubits high 5 ¼ feet by 2 cubits wide 3 ½ feet wide.  41:22 
 

The guide showing Ezekiel these things said that this altar was “the table that is before the 

LORD.”  To get to the Lord one must look at that altar.   
 

(Sight #5) - The Holy place and the Sanctuary had a double door.  41:23-25 
 

The door is obviously hinged and on the doors were carved cherubim and palm trees.  This 

certainly indicates that this is a very holy place that is full of the blessings of God.  The emphasis 

is clearly on two (v. 24).  Why?  Jesus Christ is the second member of the Trinity and He is the 

door. 
 

(Sight #6) - There were windows on the side of the porch and chambers.  41:26 
 

There are things here I cannot completely decipher.  There are architectural things here that I 

cannot completely visualize. 

 

But this is what I can tell you; this will be some place to see.  This will be the ultimate place of 

worship.   

 

This will be the perfect place for Israel to worship.   


