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Spiritual Defectors Pt. 2
John 6:60-71

60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, 
said, “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?”

61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples 
complained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend 
you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man 
ascend where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives 
life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you 
are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were who did not believe, and who would betray 
Him. 65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no 
one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by 
My Father.”

66 From that time many of His disciples went back and 
walked with Him no more.
67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go 
away?”

68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have 
come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.”

70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 71 He spoke of Judas 
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Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray 
Him, being one of the twelve.

Introduction:


“We need to be less confrontational in our evangelism 
efforts.  We need to avoid offending people.  You catch 
more flies with honey that with vinegar, after all.”

I’ve heard this a thousand times.  Sometimes, a 
fellow-believer expresses their fear of witnessing 
because they know that sharing the gospel will 
offend their family, friends and neighbors and they 
do not want to be the bad guy.   We look for ways to 
share the saving message of Christ without 
offending those with whom we share.
A church in my community has found a way to avoid 
offending people.  At their version of VBS they 
invited kids to “let the Big JC be your best friend.” 
 Who could be offended by that?  The problem is that 
what they did, while inoffensive is also impotent.  It 
is not the gospel. 
aul said something very strange as he was chiding 
the Galatians for their return to Jewish law after 
having been set free from it.  In Galatians 5:11-12 
he expresses his fear of removing the offense of the 
gospel.
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But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am 
I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of 
the cross has been removed.
Paul clearly recognizes something we need to 
realize:  the true gospel is offensive to sinful human 
beings.  You cannot remove the offense of the 
gospel without removing the gospel itself.  Paul 
recognized that it was impossible to share the true 
gospel without offending the lost.

Martin Luther says that “when the cross is abolished, and 
the rage of tyrants and heretics ceases on the one side, 
and all things are in peace, this is a sure token that the 
pure doctrine of God’s Word is taken away.” 


The Offense of the Cross
by Josef Urban  

-“Why doesn’t our “gospel” today get us persecuted? Why 
does it sit so well with the religious masses? Why doesn’t 

it bite and cut and wound and hack and kill false 
religiosity? Because it’s not God’s Gospel! It’s not the 

sharp, two-edged sword that pierces hearts and slashes 
through false religious ideologies. It doesn’t wound the 

consciences of hardened sinners and cause them to cry 
out in godly sorrow, “What must I do to be saved?” It 

doesn’t tear away the false foundations and strip away 
their false hopes, and so it leaves us building on a faulty 



�4

foundation that’s not going to stand when the floods of 
God’s just judgment come against it. There’s no digging 

deep in plowing up the hardened ground by preaching the 
offense of the cross and calling for deep repentance, so 
there’s not a solid foundation laid that will endure to life 
everlasting. The result is that multitudes are trusting in a 

false “gospel” that pampers the flesh and are blindly 
walking down the wide road that leads to destruction.”

In taking away the offensiveness of preaching heart-
repentance from sin and biblical justification by faith and 
the necessity of bowing to the Lordship of Christ, and in 
taking away the offensiveness of the message of the 
cross, we have destroyed the foundation of the Gospel. 
We need to get back to the offensive message of self-
denial, crucifixion to the world and the flesh, of dying to 
sin, and of preaching salvation as the sovereign work of 
God’s free grace, given freely to men on the basis of faith 
in Christ alone apart from any merit or work of their own. 
Perhaps when we get back to preaching the 
unadulterated truth of the real Gospel, men and devils will 
come against us in opposition too. Perhaps when we get 
back to preaching the truth, we will find that there’s 
nothing new under the sun, and that the same Gospel has 
always had the same results, in the 1st century and in the 
21st century.

This is what we need today, when there has been such a 
soft “gospel” preached for so long, when the multitudes 
of religious masses fill the churches, comfortable in their 
sin, living at ease in Zion in lukewarm pleasure-seeking 
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religion, serving a “Jesus” that is not the Jesus of the 
Bible, but is rather the bi-product of their own worldly 
culture and carnal thinking. We need zealous men who 
burn with Holy Ghost fire that have not been tamed-down 
by the religious status-quo, who will turn over the tables 
of the money-changers in the house of God, who will by 
the might of the Spirit smash the idols of materialism and 
greed, who will tear down the altars of the golden calves 
they call, “Jehovah”, who will prophesy against the false 
prophets of “another Jesus” the true word of the Lord. We 
need those who love Jesus enough to take a stand 
against the Devil and be persecuted for preaching a 
sharp, convicting message, that even though it offends, it 
also gloriously contains real power to deliver from sin and 
save souls. 

Yet this is what we need today. We need preachers with a 
reformation Spirit to demolish the false foundations of 
Christian thinking we have in our modern day, and to exalt 
the old fashioned Gospel of the cross. It is only the real 
Gospel, the one that often offends both men and devils, 
that is the truth which can save those who believe. 
Perverting it, diluting it, changing it, and adulterating it will 
only lead to deception and destruction. We need to see 
the restoration of the true Gospel in the church, the one 
that has teeth that bites chunks into the cotton-candy 
“gospel” of our time, the one that is sharper than any two-
edged sword and pierces hearts, the one that is mighty 
through God to demolish the strongholds of Satan, the 
one that God uses as the chief instrument to ignite a fire 
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in the hearts of men and to bestow the grace of saving 
faith in His precious elect.  

We must never, never, water down and adulterate the pure 
truths of the Word of God in order to make it more 
acceptable to the unregenerate! 

Yet, today, there is a huge movement sweeping through 
the professing church that does this very thing. They take 
away expounding on the threats of God’s holy Law and 
warning of the judgment to come. They don’t mention the 
fury and wrath of God. They don’t preach the Biblical 
message of God’s holy hatred of sin. They don’t preach 
the blood of Christ and its utter necessity for making 
propitiation and appeasing offended Deity. They take away 
the preaching of repentance. They don’t preach the power 
of His resurrection and His grace that gives us victory over 
sin. They don’t expound on the necessity of the New Birth 
and of a definite conversion experience. Instead, they 
preach philosophy, psychology, and ear-tickling sermons 
that make rebels feel really good about themselves in their 
current state before God. They preach positive self-
improvement, self-esteem, and self-help. And the masses 
just eat it up and want more! 

Jesus Offends 

Matt 15:1-12 
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15 Then athe scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem 
came to Jesus, saying, 2 b“Why do Your disciples transgress the 
tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when 
they eat bread.” 

3 He answered and said to them, “Why do you also 
transgress the commandment of God because of your 
tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, c‘Honor your father 
and your mother’; and, d‘He who curses father or mother, let him 
be put to death.’ 5 But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or 
mother, e“Whatever profit you might have received from me is a 
gift to God”—6 then he need not honor his father 1or mother.’   

v6 Thus you have made the 2commandment of God 
of no effect by your tradition. 7 fHypocrites! Well did 
Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 
8 ‘These gpeople 3draw near to Me with their mouth, 
And honor Me with their lips, 
But their heart is far from Me. 
9 And in vain they worship Me, 
hTeaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ” 

10 iWhen He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to 
them, “Hear and understand: 11 jNot what goes into the mouth 
defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a 
man.” 

12 Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do 
You know that the Pharisees were offended when 
they heard this saying?” 

John 8:23–24 (NKJV)
23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 
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24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if 
you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
John 8:37 (NKJV)

37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you 
seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you.

John 8:42–44 (NKJV)
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you 

would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; 
nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you 
not understand My speech? Because you are not able to 
listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and 
the desires of your father you want to do.
John 8:56–59 (NKJV)
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw 
it and was glad.”

57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have You seen Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was, I AM.”

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus 
hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the 
midst of them, and so passed by.

John 10:27–33 (NKJV)
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
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than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My 
Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”

31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 
32 Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown 
you from My Father. For which of those works do you 
stone Me?”

33 The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we 
do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, 
being a Man, make Yourself God.”

Luke 4:16–30 (NKJV)

Rejection at Nazareth
16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought 

up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was 
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had 
opened the book, He found the place where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in 
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the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say 
to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, 
“Is this not Joseph’s son?”

23 He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to 
Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard 
done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’ ” 
24 Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is 
accepted in his own country. 25 But I tell you truly, many 
widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 
heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there 
was a great famine throughout all the land; 26 but to none 
of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region 
of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And many 
lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and 
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these 
things, were filled with wrath, 29 and rose up and thrust 
Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill 
on which their city was built, that they might throw Him 
down over the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of 
them, He went His way.
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Acts 7:51–58 (NKJV)

Stephen the Martyr

51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! 
You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do 
you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not 
persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming 
of the Just One, of whom you now have become the 
betrayers and murderers, 53 who have received the law by 
the direction of angels and have not kept it.”

54 When they heard these things they were cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But 
he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped 
their ears, and ran at him with one accord; 58 and they 
cast him out of the city and stoned him.

Review. 


VI. The Concern of Christ 
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60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, 
said, “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?”

61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples 
complained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend 
you?

VI. The Concern of Christ 

John 6:60–66 (NKJV)
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, 

said, “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?”
61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples 

complained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend 
you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man 
ascend where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives 
life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you 
are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were who did not believe, and who would betray 
Him. 65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no 
one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by 
My Father.”

66 From that time many of His disciples went back and 
walked with Him no more.
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When you read verses 62-64  which is in response to the 
question Jesus raises in verse 61  “ Does this offend 
you?”

It seems  that these statements are disconnected and 
unrelated but they are not. 


61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples 
complained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend 
you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man 
ascend where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who 
gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I 
speak to you are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there 
are some of you who do not believe.” 

These constitute a response to 4 important statements 
that Jesus made that that they found unbelievably 
offensive and harsh 


They where offended had His Words 


1. The Supply of Christ  
2. The Source of Christ  
3. The Sovereignty of Christ 
4. The Sufficiency of Christ  
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1. The Supply of Christ===That Jesus did not meet 
their expectations 


2. The Source of Christ ===That He came from Heaven

3. The Sovereignty of Christ===That God controls 

salvation, not you

4. The Sufficiency of Christ===That you must Eat His 

flesh and drink His Blood 


1. The Supply of Christ ===That Jesus did not 
meet their expectations. 

They were more interested in food (v. 26), political 
messianism (vv. 14–15) and manipulative miracles (vv. 
30–31) than in the spiritual realities to which the feeding 
miracle had pointed.
 Carson, D. A. (1991). The Gospel according to John (p. 300). Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, 
MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans. 

John 6:26–27 (NKJV)
26 Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say 

to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but 
because you ate of the loaves and were filled.

They sought Jesus for the Health wealth and prosperity.
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Many people come initially to Christ or follow for a while 
for all the wrong reasons

1. they want bailed out of the mess they are in

2. they want relief from the guilt they feel

3. They want to be healed of the sickness they have

4. They want success in life

5. They want a easy ticket out of Hell


Jesus Responds 

27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the 

food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of 
Man will give you, because God the Father has set His 
seal on Him.”

6. The Source of Christ ===That He came from 
Heaven.   

John 6:33 (NKJV)
33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.”
John 6:38 (NKJV)
38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own 
will, but the will of Him who sent Me.
John 6:41 (NKJV)
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41 The Jews then complained about Him, because He 
said, “I am the bread which came down from heaven.”
John 6:42 (NKJV)
42 And they said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He 
says, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”
John 6:46 (NKJV)
46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is 
from God; He has seen the Father.
John 6:51 (NKJV)
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the 
bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the 
life of the world.”

His Response is  

62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend 
where He was before?

Knowing that central in their rejection was His claim to 
have come down from heaven, Jesus asked, “What then 
if you see the Son of Man ascending to where He was 
before?” His implication seems to be, “If you saw Me go 
up into heaven, would that not convince you of My 
heavenly origin?” 
It should be noted that some commentators see Jesus’ 
reference to ascending as an implied reference to His 
crucifixion (3:14; 12:32, 34), which led to His resurrection, and 
then His ascension. According to that view, the Lord was 
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making a crucial point: If the false disciples were scandalized 
by His teaching, how much more would they be offended by 
His execution (cf. 1 Cor. 1:23)? In any case, Jesus left the 
question open-ended, because how His hearers responded to 
Him would determine how they would answer it.
 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (p. 270). Chicago: Moody Press. 

Is is important to note that it most likely refers to the 
ascension to Heaven because of the the word “was” 
imperfect tense  and the word “before” ie formerly.  It 
cannot mean the cross be cause he was not formerly on 
the cross  or continually on the cross in the past. 

Now he asks what their reaction will be if they see him 
ascend to where he was before. The Greek preserves the 
condition but no conclusion, so it is possible to understand 
the argument in one of two ways: (1) Jesus’ ascension will 
make the offense even greater; or (2) Jesus’ ascension 
will reduce or remove the offense. When we remember 
what Jesus’ ‘ascending’ and his ‘lifting up’ (cf. notes on 
3:14) mean in the Fourth Gospel, we may conclude that 
the alternatives are not mutually exclusive (cf. Westcott, 1. 
247). If the disciples find Jesus’ claims, authority and even 
his language offensive, what will they think when they see 
Jesus on the cross, his way of ‘ascending’ to the place 
where he was before? That is the supreme scandal.
 Carson, D. A. (1991). The Gospel according to John (pp. 300–301). Leicester, England; Grand 
Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans. 
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7. The Sovereignty of Christ ===That God 
controls salvation, not you 

John 6:36–37 (NKJV)
36 But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not 
believe. 37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, 
and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.
John 6:44–45 (NKJV)
44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is 
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 
God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father comes to Me.
John 6:65 (NKJV)
65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one 
can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My 
Father.”

Jesus Responds 

John 6:63 (NKJV)
63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. 
The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.

As He did in 3:6, Jesus contrasted the Spirit who gives 
life with the flesh that profits nothing. Spiritual life 
comes only when the Holy Spirit imparts Christ’s life to the 
believer (Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:3–4). It does not come through 
“the will of the flesh” (1:13)
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 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (p. 270). Chicago: 
Moody Press. 

Of course, no one can do that apart from hearing and 
obeying the words that Jesus has spoken, which, He 
declared, are spirit and are life. It is Jesus’ words that 
reveal who He really is. As noted earlier, accepting or 
rejecting those words separates true and false disciples. 
True disciples continue in His Word (8:31), which abides in 
them (15:7; cf. Jer. 15:16; Col. 3:16; 1 John 2:14); false 
disciples ultimately reject His word (8:37, 43, 47). To 
embrace Jesus’ words is to receive Him, for they reveal 
His person. Thus the Bible teaches that salvation comes 
through the agency of the Word of God:

Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of 
God.… The seed in the good soil, these are the 
ones who have heard the word in an honest and 
good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with 
perseverance. (Luke 8:11, 15)
But He answered and said to them, “My mother 
and My brothers are these who hear the word of 
God and do it.” (Luke 8:21)
In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by 
the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of 
first fruits among His creatures. (James 1:18)
Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that 
remains of wickedness, in humility receive the 
word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 
(James 1:21)
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For you have been born again not of seed which 
is perishable but imperishable, that is, through 
the living and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 
1:23)

 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (pp. 270–271). Chicago: Moody Press. 

8. The Sufficiency of Christ ====That you must Eat 
His flesh and drink His Blood  

John 6:52–54 (NKJV)
52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, 

“How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?”
53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 
you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.

Jesus Response  

John 6:63 (NKJV)
63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. 
The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.

John 6:64–66 (NKJV)
64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, 
and who would betray Him. 65 And He said, “Therefore I have 
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said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been 
granted to him by My Father.”

66 From that time many of His disciples went back and 
walked with Him no more.

Hebrews 2:1–5 (NKJV)
Do Not Neglect Salvation

2 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the 
things we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word 
spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 
3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also 
bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own 
will?

VII. The Confession of The Disciples  

John 6:67–71 (NKJV)
67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go 
away?”
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68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have 
come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.”

70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 71 He spoke of Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray 
Him, being one of the twelve.


