
Job – Part 5 
Job 6-8; Coast Community Church Pastor’s Class; Earl Miles; October 2, 2016 

Commentaries on Job referenced: Hywel Jones and Steven Lawson 
 

Introduction 
 
 The point of the book of Job: The need for endurance in trusting God even when things are 

inexplicably difficult. (James 5:7-11) 
 

 The book of Job is the closest thing in the Bible to what is called a ‘theodicy.’ 
 
‘Defense of God’s goodness and omnipotence in view of the existence of evil.’ – Webster’s 
dictionary 
 
Some attempts at a theodicy: 
 

 The Medical View: Suffering is necessary for healing. 
 The Evolutionary View: Suffering is necessary for progress. 
 The Freedom View: The possibility of moral evil is necessary for the possibility of moral 

good. 
 The Moral Authority or Justice View: The existence of a standard of justice requires the 

existence of God, which also makes possible an ultimate just resolution. 
 
Video: God and Suffering (with Peter Kreeft, professor of philosophy at Boston College) 
 
 Job 1: Job loses his children and his wealth 

 
 Job 2: Job loses his health 

 
 Job 3 – Job’s 1st Complaint 
 

A life of suffering is not worth living and God is wrong to give life to the suffering. 
 

 Job 4-5 – Eliphaz’s 1st Response 
 

A life of suffering is not God’s fault but the result of reaping what you sow. 
 
Eliphaz appeals to a supernatural revelation for his authority. 
 
Eliphaz counsels to repent and be restored. 

 
 
 



Job 6-7 – Job’s 2nd Complaint 
 
Argument: God is not giving me what I deserve, but what I don’t deserve. 
 

 God is attacking me. (6:4) 
 I have lost the taste for life and I wish God would kill me. 6:(9) 
 But I won’t deny God. (6:11) 
 I wish my friends would show me kindness in my despair rather than being like a 

deceptive stream that fails to refresh (6:14) 
 Everything I say in my despair should not be reproved (6:26) 
 But nevertheless I maintain my righteousness (6:29) 
 I am not getting what I deserve (7:2) 
 I’m on my way out of this world so I might as well say my piece now. (9) 
 I wish God would leave me alone so I could be at peace. (19) 

 
 To resist his friend’s wrong argument is Job’s resistance of Satan himself. 
 To turn to God in complaint is Job’s imperfect effort to not turn away from God 

altogether. 
 God is seen as the enemy in Job 6-7. 
 Job’s suffering does not seem to fit his sin. 

 
Job 8 – Bildad’s 1st Response 
 
Argument: God gives us what we deserve (including you, Job!). 
 
Argument: Those who are temporarily blessed are just that, temporarily blessed, and will be 
judged. 
 

 God is not unjust (3) 
 Your children got what they deserved (4) 
 Those who appear righteous but aren’t will one day be exposed (11-15) 
 God does not bless those who are wicked (20) 

 
 God is giving more weight to Job’s sin than he ought. 
 Bildad argues that sudden death must mean serious sin. 
 Bildad appeals to the authority of tradition. 
 Bildad counsels to repent and be restored. 
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