
The God Who Satisfies in Jesus Christ 
Luke 9:10-17; Coast Community Church; Pastor Earl Miles; October 2, 2016 

 
The Miracle of the Loaves and Fish (Luke 9; Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6) 
This is the only miracle recorded in all four gospels, besides the resurrection. This miracle is a 
visual teaching regarding the kingdom of God and Christ the King – ‘an acted out parable’. This 
event took place about the time of the Passover (March/April) (John 6:4). Interestingly enough, 
this miracle is not worked in response to the crowd’s plea for help. Jesus commands them to feed 
the crowd but they argue that they don’t have the resources. The actual crowd might have been 
as large as 10,000. (Matthew 14:21) Two hundred denarii would be more than 7 months of 
wages for a day worker (Mark 6:35-37; John 6:5-7). The ‘loaves’ were actually small flat barley 
(cheaper than wheat, thus a poor boy’s meal) cakes (like a roll or a biscuit) and the ‘fish’ was 
anything to be cooked and eaten with bread (maybe a  small salted fish – sardine?) – a tiny meal 
for a boy. (Mark 6:38; John 6:8-9) Jesus likely used a normal Jewish blessing at meal time: 
‘Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who bringest forth bread from the 
earth.’ The feeding of the 5,000 reminded the crowd of Moses who fed Israel with manna from 
heaven and of the Prophet like Moses who would come to deliver Israel from their enemies 
again. OT parallels are found with Moses (Exodus 16 and Numbers 11) and Elisha (2 Kings 
4:42-44). It is also interesting that Jesus commanded that nothing be wasted. It is likely that the 
baskets were large and like those used by soldiers to collect rocks and were big enough to hold 
twenty rocks. This was a miracle of provision – all-satisfying provision! In the OT, God is the 
one who provides (Exodus 16; Numbers 11; Ps 78) For ordinary people of that time, bread was 
their primary daily food and often those who were poor went hungry. Some explain away the 
miracle by saying the little boy’s willingness to share his lunch moved all the selfish people in 
the crowd to share with the rest. Some see this a symbolic Holy Communion service with small 
servings taken from the food available and distributed to all. It is best to see this as an actual 
miracle! It was an actual ‘miracle’ as well as a ‘sign’ (something that pointed to spiritual truth 
beyond the miracle itself). 
 
Satisfaction 
Notice: ‘they all ate and were satisfied’ (17) -Ecclesiastes 5:10; Ecclesiastes 6:7; Isaiah 55:2 
 
What does satisfy? 

1. Having what we need and desire. 
2. Love. 
3. Christ. 

 
1. We should see in this miracle the power of God to satisfy all our needs. 
 
We might picture this as the ‘hand of God’ which is more than sufficient to provide for all our 
needs. Are you convinced that God is able to satisfy all your needs? We might ask, What good is 
it to know that God satisfied their need then unless it means that God is able to satisfy my need 
now? Our needs are finite but his provision is infinite. 



Psalm 81:8-16; Acts 14:17 
 
‘Yet this is the mighty work which our Lord actually performed and by performing it gave a 
conclusive proof that he was God. He called into being what did not before exist: he provided 
visible, tangible, material food for more than 5,000 people, out of a supply which in itself would 
not have satisfied fifty. Surely we must be blind if we do not see in this the hand of him who 
‘gives food to every creature’ (Psalm 136:25) and made the world and all that is in it. To create is 
something only God can do.’ – J.C. Ryle 
 
2. We should see in this miracle the love of God for all. 

 We can picture this as the ‘heart of God’ which satisfies us in the deepest way. God’s love for us 
is what truly satisfies. Only love satisfies. To have what God can provide does not satisfy 
without enjoying the love of God itself. It is the ‘heart’ of God that moves the ‘hand’ of God and 
stands behind and sustains it toward us! God loved them and God loves us. We might ask, What 
good is it to know that God loved them unless it means that he also loves us? Do you believe that 
God loves you? 
 
Psalm 145:8-17; Psalm 63:1-5; Psalm 65:4; Psalm 90:14; Jeremiah 31:14 
 
‘Let us see in this the heart of our Lord Jesus Christ toward sinners. He is always the same. He is 
now as he was long ago, ‘the LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness’ (Exodus 34:6). He does not deal with people 
according to their sins or reward them according to their iniquities. He loads even his enemies 
with benefits. No one will be so without excuse as those who are found impenitent at last: ‘God’s 
kindness leads you toward repentance’ (Romans 2:4). In all his dealings with people on earth, he 
showed himself one who delights to show mercy (Micah 7:18). Let us strive to be like him.’ – 
J.C. Ryle 
 
3. We should see in this miracle the sufficiency of Christ for all. 
 
We could picture this as the ‘hope’ of God. Not what God himself hopes in but the hope he has 
provided for us in His Son, Jesus. Jesus is the key to enjoying the love of God fully and forever. 
Jesus is the Bread of Life who gives his life for the world. We might ask, If Jesus was the answer 
to their need then, isn’t Jesus then the answer to our need now? 

 
Luke 9:13; John 6:4; John 6:26-33; 1 Timothy 2:3-6; Matthew 22:1-10; Hebrews 10:29; 
Matthew 5:6 
 
‘What do these loaves and fishes represent, apparently so inadequate to meet the necessities of 
the case, but by miracle made sufficient to feed 10,000 people? They are a symbol of the 
doctrine of Christ crucified for sinners, as their vicarious substitute and making atonement by his 
death for the sin of the world. … Christ crucified has proved that ‘the bread of God is he who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world’ (John 6:33). – J.C. Ryle   
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