


A Truth we cannot ignore 

 
“people are destined to 

die once, and after that to 

face judgment”  
 

(Hebrews 9:27) 



It is written: “‘As surely as I live,’ 

says the Lord, ‘every knee will 

bow before me;     every tongue 

will acknowledge God.’” So then, 

each of us will give an account 

of ourselves to God.” 

 

(Romans 14:11-12) 



Matthew 7:21-23 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name and in your name drive out 
demons and in your name perform 
many miracles?’ Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers!’” 

 



Matthew 24:1-3 

 “Jesus left the temple and was walking 

away when his disciples came up to him to 

call his attention to its buildings. “Do you 

see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I 

tell you, not one stone here will be left on 

another; every one will be thrown down.” 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of 

Olives, the disciples came to him privately. 

“Tell us,” they said, “when will this 

happen, and what will be the sign of your 

coming and of the end of the age?” 

 



 

 

 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 

  

 



The setting for the judgment  

(Matthew 25:31-32) 

 

• When the Son of Man comes in his glory   

Answers: (24:3). (Matt. 16:27;24:30; Jn. 5:26-27) 

  
• and all the angels with him  

  (Matt. 13:41-42; II Thess. 1:7-8;Rev. 14:17-20)  

 
• he will sit on his glorious throne  

 (Matt.28:18; Lk. 1:31-33; Acts 1:10-11; 2:29-30) 

 
• All the nations will be gathered before 

him, (Daniel 7:13-14; Joel 3:2) 

 

 



Preparation for judgment 

 
Matthew 25:32-33 

“he (the Son of Man) will separate the people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on 

his right and the goats on his left.” 
 

Ezekiel 34:17 

“As for you, my flock, this is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: ‘I will judge between one 

sheep and another, and between rams and 

goats.’”  



 

 Nothing makes you expect a 

different outcome for sheep and 

goats.  

 

 Up to this point they have been 

mingled together. 

 



Matthew 13:30  

Parable of wheat and weeds 

 
“Let both grow together until the 

harvest. At that time I will tell the 

harvesters: First collect the 

weeds and tie them in bundles to 

be burned; then gather the wheat 

and bring it into my barn.’” 

 



Matthew 25:34-40 

 
“Then the King will say to  those on 
his right, (Sheep, see - John 10:7,14,26) 
 
Matthew 25:34 - ‘Come, you who 

are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance (Rom. 8:17; Rev. 21:7), the 

kingdom prepared for you since the 

creation of the world (John 17:24; Eph. 

1:4 I Peter 1:20).’ 

 

 



Matthew 25:41-46 

  
“Then he will say to those on  his 

left, (goats) 

 
Matthew 25:41,46 –  
“Depart from me, you who are cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels. … Then they will go away 

to eternal punishment, but the righteous 

to eternal life.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Identity of Jesus with the needy 
(brothers of mine, least of these 

 
James 3:9-10 - The image of God in humans - 

“With the tongue we praise our Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse human beings, 
who have been made in God’s likeness. Out 
of the same mouth come praise and cursing. 
My brothers and sisters, this should not be.” 

Proverbs 19:17  - “Whoever is kind to the poor 
lends to the Lord, and he will reward them 
for what they have done.” 

 



Matthew 10:40 - “Anyone who welcomes you 

welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me.” 

Matthew 18:4-5 - “Therefore, whoever takes the 

lowly position of this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me.” 

Acts 9:4-5 - “He fell to the ground and heard a voice 

say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 

‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting,’ he replied.”  

Hebrews 6:10 - “God is not unjust; he will not forget 

your work and the love you have shown him as you 

have helped his people and continue to help them.” 

 



“The narrative is a piece of the gospel, 

but not its whole theology in miniature. 

To debate the implications of ‘for’ for a 

theory of salvation taught here is to 

push the passage beyond its intent. It 

warns that judgment will be 

determined by acts of mercy, but does 

not address whether this mercy is the 

result of redemption or its cause.” 
(Klyne Snodgrass) 

 



“To raise the problem of works righteousness 
is to foist on Jesus and Matthew a concern 
that is not theirs. Their concern is a 
discipleship that is evidenced in love and 
mercy. The judgment evidenced in this 
narrative does not ask if a person has 
accumulated x number of merciful acts but 
asks ‘what kind of person are you?’” 

“The point is that a person cannot claim 
identity as a disciple of Jesus without 
evidencing it in acts of mercy.  

“Sins of omission are judged as harshly as 
overt sinful acts.” 

 


