
Gospel of John Chapter 19 

 

Illustration – Do you remember when you were shopping for an engagement ring? You pointed 

out the ring that you liked; the Jeweler brought it out of the case and placed it on a black velvet 

cloth directly under a 2000 wt light bulb.  

 

Meditating on this 19
th

 chapter of the Gospel of John you simply have to be captivated by the 

brilliance and beauty of the Lamb of God as He is held up against the black backdrop of the 

brutality of unbelieving man. 

 

The brutality of the unbelieving is clearly displayed from Genesis through Revelation: 

 It began with Cain’s brutal slaying of his believing brother Abel and flows all the way to the 

brutality of the Anti Christ in the book of Revelation. 

 Even though Israel had God’s Word much of the nation lived in unbelief. 

 

God graciously revealed himself to Israel throughout the Exodus. They experienced miracles of 

provision and protection, BUT when the time came to enter the Promised Land they rebelled in 

unbelief and were unable to enter the rest that God graciously provided. 

Hebrews 3:18  And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who 

were disobedient?  19  So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. 

 Israel’s history of rebellion and unbelief reached a tragic crescendo at the trial and 

crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

 I want you to know that the unbelief of the nation Israel, displayed throughout the Bible, is 

not unique to Israel it is the condition of all unregenerate men. 

 Apart from the gracious work of the Holy Spirit the eyes of man remain blind to the truth 

about God. 

 

The black backdrop upon which the majesty of Christ’s atoning sacrifice is set is the unbelief of 

both Jew and Gentile.  Contemplating this portion of John’s Gospel I see 4 manifestations of 

unbelief: 

1. The Blindness of Unbelief. 

2. The Brutality of Unbelief. 

3. The Indignity of Unbelief. 

4. The Cowardice of Unbelief 

 

The Blindness of Unbelief: 

John 18: 38b After he (Pilate) had said this, (what is truth) he went back outside to the Jews and 

told them, “I find no guilt in him. 39  But you have a custom that I should release one man for 

you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40  They cried 

out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 

 Pilate knows that the Jews have NO grounds for their accusations against the Lord Jesus.  

 He proclaimed Christ’s innocence. But the Jewish leadership was blinded by their unbelief. 

 Pilate provided them with an opportunity to save face an opportunity to avert a legal 

travesty. It was the custom at that time to release one prisoner on the feast day. So Pilate 

places a renown criminal, Barabbas aside of the Lord Jesus. (black and white, good and evil) 

 This decision should have been easy! 



 John tells us that Barabbas was a robber, but the other Gospels show that his crimes were 

much more extensive. He had committed robbery and murder in the course of rebellion 

against Rome. In essence Barabbas was a terrorist.  

 NOW consider the irony that only God could have produced in these circumstances: 

According to tradition, Barabbas’ full name was Jesus Barabbas. Literally his name means: 

Jesus BAR – son of / ABBAS – The Father.  “Jesus son of the father.” 

 So Pilate brings Barabbas and stands him next to the Lord Jesus the only begotten son of the 

father and the Jews must make a choice. Which “Jesus Son of the Father” will they embrace, 

which one will they welcome back into their lives?  (You know the answer) 

 

John 12:37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38  

so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  “Lord, who has believed what 

he heard from us,  and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 39  Therefore they 

could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, 

lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them.”   

 The sovereignty of God and the corrupt will of man were working together to accomplish 

two things: the condemnation of the wicked and the salvation of God’s chosen people.  

Moving ON: (remember I said) From the time of Cane and Abel the unbelieving heart of man is 

bent on brutality. 

 

The Brutality of Unbelief: 

John 19:1  Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2  And the soldiers twisted together a crown 

of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3  They came up to him, 

saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 

 The scourgings that the Roman government administered as part of its penal system were of 

three types. The first type was a kind of whipping that was painful but not debilitating. 

People who committed minor crimes were whipped. There was a second level that was more 

severe and a third level that was most severe of all but the third type of scourging was NOT 

implemented until a prisoner was sentenced to execution. 

 That third type was administered with a leather thong embedded with pieces of bone and 

metal and victims were scourged until their bones were laid bare and their bowels were 

exposed. The idea was to beat them half to death in order to hasten their passing on the 

cross. 

 John tells us that this particular scourging took place before Pilate sentenced him to 

execution, but Matthew and Mark speak of a scourging which took place much later in the 

process, just before Jesus was crucified.  

 It appears, when you pull all of the narratives together that Jesus underwent two scourging. 

This first one would have been of the lightest type, something Pilate did in hopes of 

appeasing the crowd. Obviously the unbelieving crowd was not satisfied. 

 The crown of thorns, the brutal beatings, having his beard plucked from his face, mocked 

and spit upon. 

 Is there no end to the brutality that unbelieving human beings are capable of expressing? 

 

The Cowardice of Unbelief: 

John 18:38, Pilate declared, “I find no guilt in him.” And he tried to release Jesus by standing 

him aside of Barabbas.. 



 Pilate initially flogged Jesus, hoping to arouse the pity of the people when they saw him in 

such a sad estate. Beaten, humiliated and dressed up like a clown king in a purple robe with 

a crown of thorns. Surely they would relent from their thirst for his blood. 

 But pity is not a characteristic that is prominent among the unbelieving. 

 

John 19:4, 4  Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you 

may know that I find no guilt in him.” 

 If you “find no guilt in him” then have the moral fortitude to let him go! 

 Time and again, Pilate repeated “I find no guilt in him,” but instead of setting him free  

o He sent him to Herod,  

o He had him scourged,  

o He yielded to the will of the crowd and had him crucified.  

John 19:16, So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.  

 Pilate was more interested in pleasing man than pleasing God. More driven to hold on to his 

position on earth than gain a place in heaven. 

 His decisions were made in the cowardice of unbelief. 

 

The Indignity of Unbelief: 

John 19: 23  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into 

four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one 

piece from top to bottom, 24  so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to 

see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments 

among them,  and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these things, 

 The soldiers divided Jesus garments into four parts. They were able to do this because 

prisoners were crucified naked. 

o This practice stemmed from the ancient notion that the worst form of humiliation that 

could be imposed on an enemy was to strip him of his clothing. Frequently when the 

Romans were victorious in battle, they paraded the officers of the conquered army 

through the streets naked to reduce them to total shame. 

o Here the son of God was made a public spectacle in the shame of nakedness. 

 

Contemplating the indignity, the brutality and the injustice that was suffered by the Lord Jesus 

the natural question arises:  How can men be so wicked? 

 

Heidelberg Catechism: 

Q. 6. Did God then create man so wicked and perverse?  

A. By no means; but God created man good, {#Ge 1:31} and after his own image, {#Ge 1:26,27} 

in true righteousness and holiness, that he might rightly know God his Creator, heartily love him 

and live with him in eternal happiness to glorify and praise him. {#Col 3:9,10 Eph 4:23,24 2Co 

3:18} 

 * Of course that leads to another question: 

 

Q. 7. Whence then proceeds this depravity of human nature?  

A. From the fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise; {#Ge 3:1 Ro 

5:12,18,19} hence our nature is become so corrupt, that we are all conceived and born in sin. 

{#Ps 51:5 Ge 5} 



Q. 8. Are we then so corrupt that we are wholly incapable of doing any good, and inclined to all 

wickedness?  

A. Indeed we are; {#Ge 8:21 Joh 3:6 Ge 6:5 Job 14:4 15:14,16,35 Isa 53:6} except we are 

regenerated by the Spirit of God. {#Joh 3:3,5 1Co 12:3 2Co 3:5} 

 

Surrounding the cross of Christ is a vivid display of the total depravity of man. 

UNBELIEF has so twisted his sinful soul that the God who created him, the one who reveals 

Himself to Moses by declaring: “The Lord, the Lord, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,” (Exodus 34:6) 

 

How does our glorious God respond when He Himself is the victim of man’s brutal depravity? 

Lu 23:34  And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast 

lots to divide his garments. 

1. In the face of indignity Jesus responds with DIGNITY:   

2. In the face of cowardice Christ possesses immeasurable COURAGE:   

3. IN the face of gross brutality Jesus expresses abundant COMPASSION:  

 

Dignity:  

Webster defines dignity as:  A way of appearing or behaving that suggests seriousness or self-

control. Being worthy of honor and respect. 

 Consider the majestic dignity displayed by the Lord Jesus in the face of overwhelming 

injustice.  

 His responses were always thoughtful and honest, never sarcastic, spiteful or biting. 

Peter says this of Jesus’ dignity in affliction: 

1 Peter 2:21  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 

an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22  He committed no sin, neither was deceit 

found in his mouth. 23  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he 

did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 

 

Pilate became totally unwound when the Jews said Jesus claimed to be the Son of God… 

Roman theology was rich with stories of divine visitations, gods of the pantheon would 

supposedly visit the earth in human form. SO he questioned Jesus intently: 

John 19:8  When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 

9  He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave 

him no answer. 

10  So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to 

release you and authority to crucify you?” 11  Jesus answered him, “You would have no 

authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me 

over to you has the greater sin.” 

 

Isaiah 53: 7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb  

that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 

mouth.  8  By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 

considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 

people? 

 



Courage: 

There is no act of courage performed by man that can compare to the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 

for lost and helpless sinners. 

 

Matthew 27:33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull),  

34  they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 

 Wine mixed with gall (bitter substance – wormwood) the mixture served as an anesthetic for 

those who faced the pain of crucifixion. 

 Jesus refused to have his senses dulled. He would endure the fury of God’s wrath with all of 

his faculties intact.  

 IN the words of Pilate, “Behold the Man!” 

The physical pain of the crucifixion, the mental anguish that came from the jeering, mocking 

crowd, the intense spiritual affliction that came as he endured the wrath of the Father for sin.  

“My God, My God why have you forsaken me?”    

And yet he endured. 

Hebrews 12: 2 (The writer of Hebrews exhorts us to) look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 The joy of glad reunion with the Father, a return to the right hand of the Majesty on high, the 

glad satisfaction of having secured redemption for the people of God, this is the joy that 

wrought endurance in the face of unfathomable pain. 

 

The Compassion of Christ  

In the face of brutality, despite the intensity of his own pain, Jesus brought the assurance of 

salvation to a repentant thief: 

Luke 23:42  And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43  And he 

said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 At the time when every breath involved a laborious struggle, when the pain was 

overwhelming Jesus compassionately cared for mother’s needs. 

 

John 19:25  but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 

loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27  Then he said to 

the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

 Throughout our lives, whenever we are hurting, whenever we are sick, in pain it is MOM 

who takes care of us. 

 Here Jesus is in the most intense pain a man could endure, no one would fault him if he were 

consumed with his own ordeal, no one would blame him for talking some “ME time.” 

 On the cross every breath is a struggle, the weight of the body pressing down on the 

diaphragm can only be relieved by pressing up against the nails that attach the feet to the 

cross. Every inhalation is met with exasperating pain.  

 And yet with compassion Jesus, being the oldest male in his household, makes sure that his 

mother is taken care of after his passing. 

 

DO you remember the black setting against which the brilliance of the glory of God is held up? 

This is the blackness of the depravity of man.  



 Has God opened your eyes to the darkness of your own soul? 

 Has He given you grace to see the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ? 

 

If you are here this morning and you are struggling in the darkness of unbelief.   

 

 Do you see yourself in the cowardice of Pilate- you KNOW very well the right thing to do 

but you don’t have the ability to do it.  

o You live to please other people… Pride and position keep you from yielding to the 

call of God to repentance. 

o Everything you do, you do to hold on to what you have achieved in this life. And yet 

none of these things provide the joy that they promised. 

 

 Maybe you struggle with anger and even you are afraid of the brutality that rages within you 

from time to time. 

 

 Maybe you are drowning in a sea of indignity, controlled by the lusts that drive your flesh to 

places of darkness that no one else knows about…                                      I am here to tell 

you that God knows and he died on the cross to set you free. 

 

How does the Lord Jesus respond to the darkness of your depravity? 

  

With DIGNITY, with COURAGE, with COMPASSION He willingly endures the cross as an 

expression of divine love. 

 

Repentance and faith in Christ’s atoning sacrifice is the key to true freedom. 

 

You may have prayed a prayer many years ago and you KNOW that Christ saved you BUT you 

still wrestle with sinful patterns. 

 

I would encourage you to proclaim the Gospel to yourself every day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


