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Review part 3: “By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels 
are predestinated, or foreordained to eternal life through Jesus Christ, to the praise of his 
glorious grace; others being left to act in their sin to their just condemnation, to the praise of his 
glorious justice.”  
 
Part 4 These angels and men thus predestinated and foreordained, are particularly 
and unchangeably designed, and their (k) number so certain and definite, that it 
cannot be either increased or diminished.    
 
There are 4 phrases given to us by the writers of the confession here: 

1. “predestinated and foreordained” which we defined during the previous lesson on part 
3. Remember that they have a similar meaning, being predetermination to something, in 
this case eternal life or death, by unchangeable purpose. 

2. “particularly and unchangeably designed” which describes angels and men as having 
been created by God for specific reasons and purposes, to include both evil and good. 

 
Proverbs 16:4  The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the 
day of evil. 

 
3. “number so certain and definite” which describes the quantity of angels and men which 

have been designated by God for either eternal life or death.  
4. “cannot be either increased or diminished” which describes the definitive nature of 

God’s predestination and foreordination in that his immutability prevents him from 
being changed by outside forces. 

 
(k) Reference 2 Timothy 2:19 and John 13:18 

 
2 Timothy 2:19-21  19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity.  20  But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, 
but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.  21  If a 
man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for 
the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 
 

Hymenaeus and Philetus were teaching that the bodily resurrection of the saints was already 
past. Some within the church believed the teachings. Though some had been deceived and had 
departed from the truth, their actions did not change or misrepresent what God had decreed 
(“the foundation of God”). If they were elected unto eternal life, their sin did not change that 
election. He (God in Jesus Christ) knows who are his own. Jesus confirms this repeatedly in 
John. 
 

John 6:37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out. 
 
John 10:14  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

 
John 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

 
The result of election is perseverance. Paul uses the phrases “depart from iniquity” and “purge 
himself from these” describe perseverance in the struggle against sin. Why persevere in the 
battle? To be “meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work”. 
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John 13:18-19  18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the 
scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.  19  
Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he. 

 
Jesus has just finished washing the apostles’ feet and has told them: “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them”. But now he implies “Some of you won’t know these things and 
therefore some of you aren’t going to be happy because you won’t do them”. Why not? Because 
there were some that were chosen (unto eternal life) and there were some who were not chosen 
(and left to damnation). Why did Jesus tell the apostles about his choice? Because they would be 
witness to it and would tell the world about it when they saw it come to pass with their own eyes. 
  
Part 5a Those of mankind (l) that are predestinated to life, God, before the 
foundation of the world was laid, according to his eternal and immutable purpose, 
and the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ unto 
everlasting glory 
 
(l) Reference Ephesians 1:4,9,11; Romans 8:30; 2 Timothy 1:9; and 1 Thessalonians 5:9;   
 

Ephesians 1:3-12  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  7  In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;  8  Wherein he hath 
abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;  9  Having made known unto us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  10  That 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:  11  In whom also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:  12  That we should be to the praise of 
his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

 
“Those of mankind that are predestinated to life” refers to those that God has chosen to live 
eternally in heaven with Jesus Christ as their priest and king. The action of choosing and saving 
these particular people is all God’s through and in Jesus Christ. The primary purpose of these 
actions is to bring glory to God. 
 

Romans 8:29-30  29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  30  
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 
The foreordination and predestination of men is not only to eternal joy in heaven, but is also to 
conformation to Jesus Christ on earth. Their calling, justification, conformation, and 
glorification is by God’s decree and for God’s glory. A mark of the elect on earth is an ongoing 
work of God in their persons, being demonstrated by their individual actions.  
  



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith Ch. 3, Pt. 4-5 
9/27/2015 

3 

 

2 Timothy 1:8b-10  8b but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according 
to the power of God;  9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel: 

 
The works of election, salvation, and sanctification are of God by his decree through Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Ghost. No work of mankind can change what God has established.  
 

Daniel 4:35  And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he 
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:9-11  9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  10  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with him.  11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify 
one another, even as also ye do. 

 
Though God alone elects his people, saves his people, and sanctifies his people, God’s people still 
have works to do. Those works are the effects of God’s works of election, salvation, and 
sanctification, not the causes of election, salvation, and sanctification. Paul exhorts the 
Thessalonians to “live together” with Jesus Christ and to “comfort” and “edify” each other 
because they have already obtained salvation, not in order to be saved. The writers of the 
confession illuminate the distinction between God’s work and man’s work. 
 
Part 5b out of his mere free grace and love, (m) without any other thing in the 
creature as a condition or cause moving him thereunto.    
 
(m) Reference Romans 9:13,16 and Ephesians 2:5,12. 
 

Romans 9:11  (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that 
calleth;) 
 
Romans 9:13-16  13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.  14  
What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.  15  For he saith to 
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion.  16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

 

(We might contend with the writers of the confession here as there is nothing “mere” about 
God’s “free grace” and “love”, but the meaning of the word is clarified by “without any other 
thing”, bringing us to the understanding that God’s work in unconditional election is his work 
alone and there is nothing that can influence him outside of himself.) 
 

Ephesians 2:4-13  4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,  
5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved;)  6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus:  7  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  8  For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.  10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  (Continued)  
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(Ephesians 2:4-13 Continued) 11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in 
the flesh made by hands;  12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world:  13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
 

Paul emphasizes the sovereignty of God in election and salvation for both the Jews and the 
Gentiles. The good works of God always precede and predetermine the good works of mankind. 
The elect do good works because “God hath before ordained that we should walk in them”. There 
is no inward work of God in men that does not cause men to take outward action. One of the 
primary actions of elect and saved men (those who are loved by God) is love.  
 

1 John 4:8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 
 
Loving God and neighbor. 
 

Mark 12:28-34  28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, 
and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of 
all?  29  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord 
our God is one Lord:  30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment.  31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.  32  And the scribe said unto him, 
Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:  33  
And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.  34  And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, 
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst 
ask him any question. 

 

Loving one another (the brethren). 
 

John 13:34-35  34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another.  35  By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 

Loving enemies. 
 

Luke 6:27-28  27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them 
which hate you,  28  Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. 
 

Luke 6:31-35  31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise.  32  For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those 
that love them.  33  And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for 
sinners also do even the same.  34  And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.  35  But love ye your 
enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be 
great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful 
and to the evil. 

 
Predestination, foreordination, election, salvation, sanctification, and conformation are all works of God 
alone. God’s works are causes. Those who are chosen by God and are being conformed to Jesus Christ 
through the work of the Holy Ghost will do good works for God’s glory. Their works are effects. 


