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The Second London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, Chapter 3 “Of God’s Decree”,  
 
(Review) Part 1: “God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably, all things, whatsoever comes to pass; yet so as 
thereby is God neither the author of sin nor hath fellowship with any therein; nor is violence 
offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken 
away, but rather established; in which appears his wisdom in disposing all things, and power 
and faithfulness in accomplishing his decree.” 
 
(Review) What is a decree? In general, an order, edict or law made by a superior as a rule to 
govern inferiors. Established law, or rule. In theology, predetermined purpose of God; the 
purpose or determination of an immutable Being, whose plan of operations is, like himself, 
unchangeable. (Webster’s 1828) 
 
(Review) What does it mean to decree? To determine judicially; to resolve by sentence. To 
determine or resolve legislatively; to fix or appoint; to set or constitute by edict or in purpose. 
(Webster’s 1828) 
 
(Review) God’s decrees then are his unchangeable (immutable), predetermined, purposes, 
determinations, and plans. God decrees then by determination, resolution, appointment, and 
constitution his purposes without any outside influence. 
 
Part 2: “Although God knoweth whatsoever may or can come to pass, upon all (e) 
supposed conditions, yet hath he not decreed anything, (f) because he foresaw it as 
future, or as that which would come to pass upon such conditions.     
 
“Although God knoweth whatsoever may or can come to pass, upon all (e) 
supposed conditions,” 
 
The writers of the confession break this part down into two sections. The first section confirms 
that God knows everything that could happen, no matter what the situation, but it leads in with 
“although” meaning that there’s more to come. 
 
Reference (e) Acts 15:18 Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 
 
Read the scripture in context. 
 

Acts 15:1-21 1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, 
Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.  2  When therefore Paul 
and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and 
Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders 
about this question.  3  And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through 
Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all 
the brethren.  4  And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of 
the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.  5  But there 
rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to 
circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.  6  And the apostles and elders 
came together for to consider of this matter.  7  And when there had been much disputing, Peter 
rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God 
made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the 
gospel, and believe.  8  And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us;  9  And put no difference 
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.  (Continued) 
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(Acts 15:1-21 Continued) 10  Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of 
the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  11  But we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.  12  Then 
all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles 
and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.  13  And after they had held their 
peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me:  14  Simeon hath declared 
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.  
15  And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,  16  After this I will return, 
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins 
thereof, and I will set it up:  17  That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and 
all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.  18  Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.  19  
Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to 
God:  20  But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from 
fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.  21  For Moses of old time hath in every 
city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 

 
The context of the reference scripture is this: God had decreed through the prophets (Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Hosea, Joel, Michah, Zechariah, and Malachi) and the apostles (Peter and Paul) that 
the Gentiles would hear the word of God and seek after God then believe in Jesus Christ. God’s 
decree would have stood no matter what the conditions imposed by man might be. Man’s 
conditions do not change God’s decrees. Controversies created by man do not influence God. We 
know that what God had decreed did come to pass.  
 

Luke 2:30-32  30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  31  Which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people;  32  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel. 

 
Matthew 12:18-21  18 Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom 
my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the 
Gentiles.  19  He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets.  20  
A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth 
judgment unto victory.  21  And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 

 
Ephesians 2:11-22  11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by 
hands;  12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world:  13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ.  14  For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us;  15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace;  16  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby:  17  And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh.  18  For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  19  
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God;  20  And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  21  In whom 
all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  22  In whom ye 
also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
 

God knew that the Gentiles would seek after Jesus Christ because he had decreed it to be. There 
were no conditions that would prevent his will from being accomplished. There were no 
conditions that could keep him from exercising mercy and grace toward his children, whether 
they were Jew or Gentile. He knew this before the beginning of time. 
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The term for the choosing of a people is “election”. Webster’s 1828 defines election as “divine 
choice; predetermination of God, by which persons are distinguished as objects of mercy, 
become subjects of grace, are sanctified and prepared for heaven.” 
 
“yet hath he not decreed anything, (f) because he foresaw it as future, or as that 
which would come to pass upon such conditions.”     
 
God’s decrees are not based upon his ability to see all of time; past, present, and future events 
that occur do so because of God’s decree without any influence upon his decree. Conditions that 
are met or missed do not change God’s decree. The references given by the writers of the 
confession here are related to election. When God’s sovereign decree is introduced to the subject 
of election it becomes what is commonly known as “unconditional election”, the “u” in the 
acronym “TULIP”, which summarizes the main points of doctrine. 
 
References (f) Romans 9:11,13,16,18. 
 
Read the scriptures in context. 
 

Romans 9:6-16  6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all 
Israel, which are of Israel:  7  Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.  8  That is, They which are the children of the 
flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the 
seed.  9  For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sara shall have a son.  10  
And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac;  11  (For 
the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)  12  It was 
said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.  13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated.  14  What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.  
15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion.  16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.   
 

These scriptures (verses 6-16) are commonly used to support the doctrine of unconditional 
election and so they should be employed because it is clear in the example given of Jacob and 
Esau that God loves some and calls some unto salvation and, in turn, God hates some and they 
go on to damnation. God did not look into the future and see that Jacob would serve him and 
then choose Jacob to salvation based upon the conditions of Jacob’s actions. God decreed that 
Jesus Christ would come through Isaac and Jacob, not through Esau. His decree simply stood 
and all actions taken by men would come to occur within the constraints of his decree.  
 

Romans 9:17-21  For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I 
raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared 
throughout all the earth.  18  Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.  19  Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For 
who hath resisted his will?  20  Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the 
thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  21  Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto 
dishonour?  

 

These scriptures (verses 17-21) describe God’s interactions with Pharaoh before the Israelites 
left Egypt.  
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Exodus 9:13-17  And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand 
before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, 
that they may serve me.  14  For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon 
thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the 
earth.  15  For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with 
pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth.  16  And in very deed for this cause have 
I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared 
throughout all the earth.  17  As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not 
let them go? 

 

God told Moses in Genesis 3 that he would go to Pharaoh and he would lead the Israelites out of 
Egypt. God decreed that the Israelites would go free, but God used Moses and Pharoah to glorify 
his name. God predestined Pharaoh for the purpose of fulfilling God’s decree. What God had 
determined would happen was going to happen. Pharaoh’s actions did not influence God’s 
decree. God’s decree influenced Pharaoh’s actions. 
 

Romans 9:22-26 22  What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, 
endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:  23  And that he 
might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory,  24  Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, 
but also of the Gentiles?  25  As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which 
were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved.  26  And it shall come 
to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there 
shall they be called the children of the living God. 

 
These scriptures (verses 22-26) describe the decree of God demonstrated in unconditional 
election through his mercy and love. His decrees may allow evil to occur. They may even utilize 
evil to accomplish their purposes. But, God’s decrees are bound by God’s righteousness and 
perfection, and therefore will always, in the end, produce good for his people and in his people. 
 

Romans 8:28-39  And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  29  For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brethren.  30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified.  31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us?  32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things?  33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is 
God that justifieth.  34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.  35  Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  37  Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.  38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come,  39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10  8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  10  For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them. 
 

Summary: God’s decrees are not changed by conditions. God’s decrees include all conditions. God’s 
decrees are constrained only by God’s person. God’s decrees are for good and produce good in his people. 


