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I have been trying to show you, in my last sermon that it will be impossible to really understand the 
time references in regard to what these 3 parallel passages on Eschatology are teaching, in Matthew 
24: 27-29, Luke 21: 24-28 and Mark 13: 24-27, unless you can grasp the idea that the Lord Jesus is 
answering the disciple’s questions by simultaneously referring to 3 separate events in Church 
History.  Each of these 3 events involves Christ’s coming as our King in judgment upon a false 
system which is trying to deceive His people.  And each of these 3 events also involves the in-
gathering of all of God’s Elect either during the judgments that He brings, or subsequent to the 
judgments that He brings.  And so, in order to give the fullest scope to answering His disciple’s 
questions, He has deliberately woven 3 time references together in the answers that He gives.  He 
has done this in order that all generations might be told how He would come literally spiritually, in 
the first two of these comings, in judgments against these great systems of unbelief and false 
doctrine which hinder the advance of Christ’s kingdom.  And He would have us to know that these 
2 spiritual comings are types of His returning literally, personally, and visibly in the third; that is 
His literal physical appearing in power and glory, to raise the dead, judge the world, and gather all 
His people to Himself.   
        Our Lord has arranged the words of these passages so that they would be pertinent and helpful 
to all generations of Christians.  His intent, in mixing together these time references of fulfillment, 
is not to confuse His people; His intent is that they will understand, in both a general and specific 
way, the beginnings and the endings of the major advances of His kingdom upon the earth; His 
great and mighty purposes, exhibited within this one Church age.  He is guiding us to have a better 
understanding of what will take place in relation to the gathering of His Elect people from all the 
tribes and nations of the world; and this in relation to the calling of the Jews into the Church.   
       This afternoon I would like us to begin to examine these great purposes more carefully in the 3 
stages of their fulfillment which are revealed in the passages of Scripture which we are studying.  In 
the 1st stage, there is seen in these verses, God’s great and mighty purpose to gather His Elect, even 
in the midst of His judgments against the unbelieving Jews.  Then in the 2nd stage, there is seen 
God’s great and mighty purpose to gather in great numbers of His Elect, during the times following 
His destruction of the Roman Papal oppositions to Christ’s kingdom.  And then there is in the 3rd 
stage – God’s great and mighty purpose to gather together all of His Elect people from every age 
and time, just before Christ’s Second Coming.  I will only have time to give you the first 2 stages.  
The 3rd I will save for the next sermon.     
In the 1st stage of fulfillment – God’s great and mighty purposes are seen in His 
gathering of His Elect even in the midst of His judgments against the unbelieving 
Jews.   
       I want to read from Matthew Chapter 24 to describe this stage of the gathering in of God’s Elect 
because it represents most clearly what we need to understand.  Matthew 24, verse 22 says, “And 
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will 
be shortened.”  “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it.”  
“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect.”  “See, I have told you beforehand.”   “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, 
He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look!, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.”  “For as 
the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man 
be.”  “For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”   There always has 
been, in the mind of God, a dramatic purpose in relation to the nation of the Jews when He sent 
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His Son into the world.  This purpose was, that they would receive Christ as their promised 
Messiah; that they would believe in Him in relation to His perfectly righteous life, His sacrificial 
death, and His triumphant resurrection.  If they did this they would be saved, and they then would 
become His witnesses to the Gentile world in a mighty way.  Isaiah 48: 5 – “And now the Lord says, 
who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel is 
gathered to Him (For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and My God shall be My strength), 
Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that 
You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.”   
       It is not as though this purpose of God’s failed in this initial stage; for our God did set the Lord 
Jesus Christ upon His holy hill of Zion.  And our Lord Christ did mightily empower the Apostles 
and the early Church to preach the gospel.  We know from the Book of Acts that multitudes of Jews 
came to faith in Christ and they were added to the Church.  Christ’s kingdom advanced in the midst 
of great opposition from the rest of the unbelieving Jews.  All of God’s Elect, whom He set His love 
upon, were saved.  There was, however, a rejection on the national level by the leaders of the 
Jewish nation; a rejection of Jesus Christ as being their Messiah.  And so they have been desolate 
ever since that time as a nation and as a people.  But even though this is so, we still find, that all the 
way down through the many generations, there has still been an inviolable purpose on God’s part 
to gather His Elect people from among the Jews, and in the future to save them as a nation.  The 
intention of God, as spoken to the Jews, by our Lord and His Apostles, was that they would receive 
the finished work which Christ had done, by faith, and that they would then take the gospel to the 
ends of the earth.  This was the intent of the Lord, but this purpose was rejected by the leaders of 
the Jews.  
       And so, they became enemies from the standpoint of the gospel.  As Romans 11, verse 28 says, 
“Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are 
beloved for the sake of the fathers.”  And God the Father said to His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ in 
Psalm 110, verse 1 – “Sit at My right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”  
God made the unbelieving Jews Christ’s footstool in judgment in 70 A.D.  But still He saved all of 
His Elect among them.  And all the way down through all the generations since, He has had a 
remnant.  God’s plain purpose was to have Christ and His gospel presented to the Jews first, but 
seeing that they rejected it, He had Christ’s Apostles take it to the Gentiles.  When the Jewish 
nation’s leaders and many of the Jewish people not only rejected His Son, but also began 
persecuting His church, God’s purpose was that the Apostles and preachers of the gospel would 
take the gospel more and more to the Gentiles.  In Acts 28: 28 the Apostle Paul said: “Therefore let 
it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it.”  
God, down through the generations, has saved His Elect people, and among them some Jews.  But 
God would so work in His distinguishing grace, that many Gentiles among the nations of the world 
would be saved.  This would come to pass in accordance with His eternal purpose; His purpose that 
through Christ’s death the barrier between the Jews and the Gentiles would be broken down, 
making them into one new Man in God’s sight; the spiritual body of Christ.       
       Thus, even from the days of the early Church, the “times of the Gentiles”, spoken of in Luke 21: 
24 began, and they continue, down to this day.  God has not forgotten His ancient people the Jews, 
or His promises in regard to them.  His purpose with regard to them, all along has been, that in 
choosing them as a nation, their faith in Him, and their obedience to Him would become the 
catalyst for the conversion of the nations; that is the Elect Gentiles among all the nations of the 
world.  “The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” it says in Romans 11: 29.  God’s purpose 
for them continues to this very day, even though the unbelieving Jews over many generations since 
Christ have largely refused the gospel and rejected their Messiah.  What this passage is telling us 
then, is that even in the midst of this awful unbelief among the Jews that God was still saving some.  
He gathered His Elect people from among Jews during the siege of Jerusalem, and He has gathered 
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them out of their desolate unbelief when it was according to His purpose.  Christ had come as the 
lightning out of the east, and flashing out of the west, in His coming to judgment against the 
unbelieving Jewish nation.  And yet, He would come just as quickly to show mercy in the gathering 
of God’s Elect people.  The siege of Jerusalem was so intense and the unbelieving Jews and 
Romans so full of wickedness that “unless those days would have been shortened, no flesh would 
have been saved.  It was not as though God actually shortened those days in their length of time.  
But as John Gill says, “the meaning here is, that the siege of Jerusalem, and the calamities 
attending it, would come to an end sooner: not any sooner than God had determined, but sooner 
than the sin of the Jews deserved, and what the justice of God might have required in strict 
severity, and might be reasonably expected, considering the aggravated circumstances of their 
iniquities.”   
       So this was the first stage of the fulfillment in relation to the gathering of God’s elect people; 
judgments against the unbelieving Jews; yet still having the purpose to save some.  But I hope that 
you will have seen that God has used even this time of rejection and desolation in order to gather in 
to Christ’s Church His elect people; Jews and Gentiles.  As it says in Romans 11: 5 – “Even so then, 
at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”  And verse 11 – “I say 
then, have they stumbled that they should fall?”  “Certainly not!”  “But through their fall, to 
provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles.”   
Let us now look at the 2nd Stage of God’s fulfillment which is this: His purpose is to 
gather great numbers of His Elect, following His destruction of the Roman Papal 
oppositions to Christ’s kingdom.   
       Verse 24 of our text in Mark: “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will 
be shaken.”  “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory, 
and then He will send His angels, and gather together His elect from the four winds, from the 
farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven.”  I will speak of these same verses in relation to 
Christ’s Second Coming in the 3rd point, but I would like you to understand that these verses are 
intimating something more for us here; something which will come at least a thousand years before 
Christ’s Coming.  Christ’s Second Coming will be the consummation of all of human history.  It will 
be the most glorious day for all of God’s people, that ever was; and in relation to our own death we 
should be looking every day for that Blessed Hope and Glorious appearing.  For when we die 
physically, the next thing that we shall see with our bodily eyes on the Day of the resurrection, will 
be the Lord Jesus coming for us in the clouds.   
       But a careful reading of the Scriptures will show us that Christ’s Second Coming will not take 
place until after the conversion of the Jews and the conversion of nations which will follow.  The 
Scriptures themselves would have us to know that the Millennium, the final time period before 
Christ’s Second Coming, will be the consummation of all of God’s plans in His saving of His elect 
among all the nations of the earth. We should be joyfully anticipating this time, realizing that what 
all of the martyrs of the past have hoped for, and what all of what Christ’s people have labored for 
and suffered for in all of this Church age, in terms of the spread of the gospel, the holding fast and 
holding forth the truth of God’s word in relation to the advancement of Christ’s kingdom here upon 
the earth, will be fulfilled in the great gathering of God’s elect people during that time.  All of the 
gathering of God’s Elect before this glorious time, built the foundation and set the stage for the 
amazing completion of Christ’s Church which is the building of God, and which is the Bride of 
Christ.   
          A careful reading of the Scriptures will also show us that Christ will not return and we will not 
be gathered unto Him until after the great falling away and the revelation of the final form of 
Antichrist.  Turn with me over to 2nd Thessalonians Chapter 2, verse 1.  “Now brethren, concerning 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon 
shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day 
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of Christ had come.”  “Let no one deceive you by any means, for that Day will not come unless the 
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and 
exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple 
of God, showing himself that he is God.”  “Do you not remember that when I was still with you I 
told you these things?”  “And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own 
time.”  “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so 
until he is taken out of the way.”  “And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will 
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.”  So the 
rapture of the Church will not take place until the Antichrist in His final manifestation is revealed 
at the end of the Millennium.  But the tremendous ingathering of souls to Christ’s kingdom will 
begin to take place a thousand years before this.  How can we know that this is so?  We know that 
this is so because the triumph of Christ’s cause and kingdom in the Millennium cannot come until 
“the time of the Gentiles are fulfilled” and the Jews are converted.  The times of the Gentiles will 
come to an end when the witness of the true Church is slain at the end of the 1260 days prophecy in 
Revelation 11.  It will be a time of tribulation for the Church.  The Church’s witness will be slain for 
three and a half years, and it will look like all is lost.   
       But after that tribulation of those days, Christ will reveal Himself to the Jews as their Messiah, 
and the witness of the Church will be raised from the dead.  This is the first resurrection, it says in 
the 20th Chapter of the book of Revelation.  The power of Christ will be so great, in the pouring out 
of the Spirit that the “sun” of the Antichristian system, the Pope’s power and his supposed light will 
be darkened, the moon of the false church will not be able to give out its supposed light to deceive 
the nations of the world.  The stars of this “heaven”, the whole false hierarchy of the bishops and 
the priests will fall, and the political and ecclesiastical powers of their heaven, that is their high 
position of influence and power in church and state, will be shaken to its core.  Then they will see 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory; not in His Second Coming, but in 
His Spirit being poured out, and His true light shining 7 times brighter than it had before.  Isaiah 
30: 26 – “Moreover the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will 
be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord binds up the bruise of His people 
and heals the stroke of their wound.”  All of this will happen because God has a purpose in relation 
to the gathering of His Elect.  It is that Satan will be bound, and he will not be able to deceive the 
nations any longer.  This will set the stage for the Millennium which will follow.  Christ will send 
forth His angels, the preachers of His blessed word and He will gather His Elect in such great 
numbers that holiness will prevail in a general sense in a very great way in many nations of the 
world.  This is the literal spiritual sense of the verses that we are studying, the culmination of all of 
God’s plans in relation to the Jewish nation and people.  Their conversion will be as life from the 
dead to the church. 
       Zechariah 14, verse 20 says, “In that day Holiness to the Lord shall be engraved on the bells of 
the horses.”  “The pots in the Lord house shall be like the bowls before the altar.”  “Yes, every pot in 
Jerusalem and Judah shall be holiness to the Lord of hosts.”  In Isaiah 65, verse 17, it says: “For 
behold, I create new heavens and new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or come to 
mind.”  “But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create.”  For behold, I create Jerusalem as a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy.”  “I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people; the voice of 
weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor the voice of crying.”  “No more shall an infant from 
there live but a few days, nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; for the child shall die one 
hundred years old, but the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.”  “They shall build 
houses and live in them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.”  “They shall not build and 
another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for as the days of a tree, so shall be the days 
of My people, and My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.”  “They shall not labor in vain, 
nor bring forth children for trouble; for they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord and 
their offspring with them.”  “It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they 
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are still speaking, I will hear.”  “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s food.”  “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 
mountain, says the Lord.”   This is part of what is intimated in the verses that we are studying 
today.  We will have to save the rest for the next sermon.   


