
Studies in Job – Part 6: 
“Job in the ‘Slough of Despond’ ”

Job 3
_______________________________________________________

Job slips into the slough of despond.

1.  Job’s misery and pain now begin to color his whole perspective. 
   Note: 
      - A marked change in tone:  a state of despondency and spiritual depression!
             -  This tone carries through the whole of Job’s speeches up to the end of the book 
                  

      - Such is frequently seen in those who endure severe physical illness or suffer great loss.

            -1- Immense, unremitting pain
            -2- Great grief
            -3- Inability to make sense of his suffering

   
    (1)  Job curses the day of his birth  (1-10) 
          

    (2)  Better to be still-born (11-19)

    (3)  Death appears preferable to him  (20-22)
          - he longs for escape from his misery           

                

2.  Job feels that God is against him; that he is abandoned by God.

    (1) His way is hidden; he cannot make sense of his suffering   (23a)

    (2) He feels that God has “hedged him in;”   God is against him.  (23b)
          - His way seems cursed – what he dreads most is what happens (25b)

    (3) He has no sense of God’s favor
          - he sees no tokens of that favor or goodness

    (4)  He feels that he can only anticipate more pain and misery  (26)
“I have no rest, for trouble comes”

                  - he sees no hope that his circumstances will improve

     Note: Additional considerations which help us in our thinking about Job’s weakness and             
                excess here:

              (1) He did not know what was taking place in terms of God’s larger purpose. 
      (We do!)

              (2) His pain and suffering are immense

              (3) We have much greater light than Job did with respect to:

    - suffering
    - the state of the believer after death, and resurrection glories
    - the full revelation of the Savior who has come – a sympathetic High Priest!

              (4) Though immersed in depression, he does not turn his back on God. 

    Application

    1. Every believer may be expected to struggle at some points with depression and despair. 

    2. WCF V:V  Of Providence:

  “The most wise, righteous, and gracious God doth oftentimes leave, for a season, His own children 
    to manifold temptations, and the corruption of their own hearts, to chastise them for their former sins,  
    or to discover unto them the hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they 
    may be humbled; and to raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their support upon      
    himself,  and to make them more watchful against all future occasions of sin, and for sundry other 
just 
    and holy ends.”

    3. 


