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This morning and next Sunday we are going to be looking at what I consider to be one of 

the most important topics that we can discuss in the Word of God and that is the eternal 

security of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now we are going to ask a question.  The 

question is:  How do we know that we are secure in Christ?  How can we be sure of that?  

 

Today we are going to be looking primarily at one verse, excuse me, two verses. And 

they are the 29
th

 and 30
th

 verses of this chapter.  Next week we are going to look at those 

verses that follow on into the end of the chapter.  Verses 29 and 30 read like this.  

 

For those whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren; and 

whom he predestined, these he also called; and whom he called, these he 

also justified; and whom he justified, these he also glorified.
1
 

 

I call these verses the chain of salvation because what they give to us is a description of 

the various steps that are involved in the salvation plan that God had. In the 28
th

 verse he 

had said, “For we know that all things work together for good.”
2
  What are the all things 

that work together for good for God’s people, for those who are the called according to 

his purpose? 

 

Well, these following verses give us the answer to that question. And he uses five 

different words that describe this beautiful chain of God’s wonderful salvation plan. He 

starts out with the word “foreknow” and he end with the word “glorify.” And the thing 

that we need to understand is that anyone who is included in the first word is also 

included in the last word. They all fit together. It is impossible for someone to be 

foreknown and not to be glorified.  It is impossible for someone to be predestined and not 

to be justified.  It is impossible for someone to be called and not to be glorified. All of 

them fit together as a chain whose links can never be broken. That is the picture that he 

gives us here.  

 

Let’s read the words again and make sure that we understand that before we examine 

each one in order.  It says: “For whom he did foreknow,”
3
 those people whoever they are, 
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“he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son.”
4
  So those foreknown 

were also predestined. And then he goes on.  “And whom he predestined them he also 

called.”
5
  So everyone who is predestined was also called. He goes and then says, “whom 

he called, he also justified.”
6
 Everyone who was called was justified. “And whom he 

justified, these he also glorified.”
7
  All of those fit together in this beautiful and 

wonderful chain.   

 

So let’s take a look at each one of these words and get an idea of what they mean. The 

first word is “foreknow.” It says, “Whom he did foreknow.”
8
 Well, there have been those 

who have taken that word to mean that God looked down through the corridors of time 

and looked at the realm of all human beings and foresaw ahead of time who it was who 

was going to trust in Christ and then once he determined who was going to believe, he 

then went ahead and predestined them to all the wonderful blessings that he had 

provided. 

 

The problem is that that could not be the meaning of this word in that context and let me 

explain why.  The word “foreknow” here has absolutely nothing to do with events. It 

doesn’t say here that he foreknew something about people. It doesn’t say that. Read it 

very carefully.  It says, “Whom he did foreknow...”
9
 He foreknew people, not events. He 

foreknew people and not what people would do.  It was the individual who was 

foreknown by God.  

 

Now, what in the world, then, does this concept of foreknowledge mean?  Does it mean 

that God simply knew certain people?  Well, no. It couldn’t mean that because God knew 

everybody.  I mean is there someone who God didn’t know?  Is there someone that God 

didn’t know about?  If there was he isn’t God. He knew everybody.  He knew about 

Adam, but he also knew about Cain who would slay Abel. He knew the apostle Paul, but 

he also knew about Judas, didn’t he, who would betray the Lord. 

 

So how can we say that all this means is that God would foreknow certain people or 

certain things about certain people?  He knows everything. 

 

The word “know” in the Bible often has the connotation of to approve or to love.  And I 

can show you innumerable places where this is true. We are going to look at just a few of 

them today. But I believe that when it says God foreknew people it meant that he loved 

them in advance, that he approved of them and, in fact, chose them in advance.  

 

Let’s take a look at a few of the passages where the word “know” is used just to get an 

idea of what I mean by that.  Going back to the book of Genesis, way in the beginning of 
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the Bible in Genesis chapter four and verse one we read, “And the man knew his wife 

Eve and she conceived and gave birth to Cain.”
10

 

 

Now how many of you would believe that what that means is that she knew who Eve 

was, that she went over to Eve and said, “Hi, Eve, I know you.” I mean I...you know, 

obviously that is not what it means at all. What this means was that she had an intimate 

relationship with Eve and on the basis of that relationship Eve conceived a child and that 

child was Cain.   

 

So what it is talking about here is that Adam loved Eve and the word “know” is the word 

that is used here to describe that intimacy and that love.   

 

Turn with me now if you will to the book of Amos, the book of Amos, one of the great 

prophets in the Old Testament. And when you get to Amos we will look at Amos chapter 

three, Amos chapter three and I will begin reading at the first verse. We will read the first 

and second verses.  

 

Hear this word which the LORD has spoken against you, sons of Israel, 

against the entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt: 

"You only have I known among the families of the earth; Therefore I will 

punish you for all your iniquity.”
11

 

 

You only have I known.  Well, does that mean that God did not know the Ammonites, 

that God didn’t know the people of Moab, that God had no knowledge of those who lived 

in the land of Canaan before the people of Israel got there?  Of course not.  What it means 

is, “You only have I loved.”  For to know meant to love and therefore, because he loved 

them, he was going to punish them. 

 

Turn with me now—we will look at another passage—we are going to look at just a 

couple more in Matthew chapter one, going into the New Testament now, Matthew 

chapter one. We read in verse 25 regarding the relationship between Joseph and Mary 

and it says, “And he knew her not until she gave birth to a son.”
12

  What is that talking 

about?  Does that mean that Joseph did not know who Mary was?  No.  It doesn’t mean 

that at all. It means that he had no intimate relationship with her until the birth of Jesus.  

The “know” means to love and it is used that way, as I said, over and over again in the 

Word of God. 

 

We will take a look at just two other quickie passages to see that this is true in Matthew 

chapter seven in the 23
rd

 verse where he is talking about those who did not have a 

knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord says, “And then I will declare to them, ‘I 

never knew you.’”
13

  Now what is he saying, that he doesn’t know who they are?  Did he 

know certain people, but he doesn’t have knowledge of others? 
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No, that’s not what he means.  He means that he never had a personal and intimate 

relationship with these people.  

 

And then lastly, the last verse we will look at is in the book of Romans chapter 11, 

Romans chapter 11 and verse two where it reads this.  “God has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew,”
14

 the people of Israel were the people who he foreknew. Does that 

mean he didn’t know any of the other nations?  

 

Well, we have seen this that the whole idea of the world “to know” in this context has the 

idea of God approving, God loving and God having an intimacy with a certain group of 

people. 

 

You may say, “Well, gosh, you have been belaboring that.” 

 

Yes I have and I am doing it on purpose because I think one of the biggest mistakes in 

our knowledge of this passage is for us not to realize the fact that the word “foreknow” 

emphasizes God’s incredible love for his people. The ones that he foreknew were the 

people that he had chosen, the people that he had loved before the foundations of the 

world.  Those are those who are foreknown. 

 

Now one of the greatest blessings is that if you are a Christian you are among them, that 

God loved you and he didn’t start loving you at the moment that you trusted in Christ.  

He foreknew you which meant that he foreloved before the foundation of the world and 

that love is a love that can never end.  What a foundation for our security in the Lord 

Jesus Christ that God started with a love for us, continues with a love for us and that love 

will never end.  Well, what did it lead to?  Beautiful picture that we have here.  It says in 

the passage that we have been studying, “Whom he did foreknew he also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 

brethren.”
15

 

 

Well, what is this idea of predestination?  Well, first of all if God loved us he must have 

had a plan for us. God is a God who plans things. He is not a God that just waits for 

something to happen and jumps in to make corrections. His plan is eternal and his plan is 

all inclusive and for those whom he loved he had a marvellous plan. 

 

Turn with me, if you will, to Ephesians chapter one and verse four, Ephesians chapter one 

and I am going to read the fourth and the fifth verse and then skip down to the 11
th

.  “Just 

as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world.”
16

 That is the whole concept 

that we have in foreknowledge,  
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...that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined 

us to adoptions as sons through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 

kind intention of his will.
17

 

 

And then verse 11, “Also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to his purpose who works all things after the counsel of his will.”
18

 

 

God’s wonderful plan was that those who would be his, those who were foreknown, those 

who were foreloved would be predestined to a certain goal. Now what is that goal? 

 

Well, let’s turn back to 2 Corinthians chapter three where he speaks of that goal. He says 

in 2 Corinthians chapter three and verse 18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as 

in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”
19

 

 

You remember that in the text that we have been studying it said we have predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son.  Well, here it tells us exactly how that happened.  

As we behold in a mirror the glory of the Lord, as we see God’s glory, as we come to 

know it better by the study of the Word of God, by a life of prayer by an intimate 

relationship with him we find that we become changed from glory to glory and we 

become closer to that wonderful image of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

“Whom he foreknew, them he predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son.”
20

 

 

What a beautiful picture.  I am not there yet, neither are you. But as we trust and as we 

believe and as we live our lives for the glory of God we come closer and closer to that 

incredible image of Christ. We become more like him day by day as we strive to serve 

him day by day as we strive to serve him and honor him.  

 

That is the second chain in this wonderful chain of salvation.  “Whom he did foreknow, 

them he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son that he might be the 

firstborn among many brethren.”
21

 

 

And then it says, “And whom he predestined he also called.”
22

 What does it mean that he 

called us?  Does that just mean that a message went out inviting us to trust in him?  No. It 

couldn’t be that because each one of these is a picture of our total and absolute assurance 

of the salvation that God has provided for us.  
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This calling is not the calling of the outward message of the gospel, but is what 

theologians have called the effectual calling and what that means is the calling that 

happens within us when the Spirit of God brings us to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Let’s take a look at what the Word of God has to say about this calling and I am going to 

turn to a few beautiful passages.  In John chapter 10 we read in the third and fourth verse, 

“To him...”
23

 this is the shepherd of the sheep.   

 

...the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out.  When he puts forth all his own, he 

goes before them and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
24

 

 

That is the calling. He calls them, not with just an outward message, but an internal call 

that makes it possible for them when they hear the voice of the shepherd, to turn to him in 

faith believing and so he does this to us.   

 

Let’s continue and in Romans chapter one and verse six we read, “Among whom...”
25

  He 

is talking to the believers in Rome. “Among whom you also are the called of Jesus 

Christ.”
26

  Those who are called are the ones who have had that internal calling bringing 

them to faith in the Lord.   

 

In 1 Corinthians chapter one and verse nine—and I am looking at just a few passages. I 

could look at innumerable passages throughout the Word of God—but in 1 Corinthians 

chapter one and verse nine it reads, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into 

fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
27

   

 

It is an inward call. Whom he did foreknow, those that he loved, those that he chose from 

eternity past were predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son. And what did he 

do?  He called them by an internal call that brought them to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Well, what did he do with the ones who were called?  Well, in our passage it goes on to 

tell us for there are two more of these wonderful and glorious words.  It says, “And 

whom he called he also justified.”
28

 

 

The word “justified” is a wonderful word in Scripture that has the idea of declaring 

someone to be righteous.  It is actually a legal term. It is a term that could be used in a 

court of law where the judge strikes the gavel down and says, “Not guilty!” But the 

wonderful thing is for each and every one of us who is justified that judge could just as 

easily have said, “Guilty.”  But on the basis of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross of 

Calvary, on the basis of his dying for us and taking the penalty for our sins we are 
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declared to be righteous in the sight of God, not that we have our own righteousness. I 

don’t have it. You don’t have it. But we have his righteousness.  We are declared to have 

the righteousness of Christ as it says for us in Romans chapter three in a wonderful and 

beautiful passage of God’s Word.  In Romans three and verse 24, “Being justified as a 

gift by his grace through the redemption that we have in Christ Jesus.”
29

 

 

It is a gift of God. It is nothing that we could earn on our own, but it is given to us that we 

might have the blessings of eternal life and the assurance of our salvation.   

 

The last of these words that is used here is the word “glorified” and I want you to notice 

the way it is written in the passage and in the passage that we are reading. It says, “And 

whom he justified, these he also glorified.”
30

  Do you notice it is in the past tense?  That 

is unbelievable. It is talking about us.   

 

I don’t know about you. I haven’t been glorified yet.  Glorification has to do with what 

will happen to us when we are in our new bodies, when we have had that dramatic 

change, when our bodies have become like unto his glorified body, when we are in 

heaven.  Why the past tense, then?  

 

It is because it is so absolutely certain, so absolutely sure for each and every person who 

knows the Savior that it is as if it already happened. In the mind of God it is already done. 

Just as sure as you were foreknown, you will be glorified.  Just as sure as you were 

justified by the grace of God you will be glorified and stand whole in the presence of the 

Savior forever and ever and ever.   

 

That is what it says, isn’t it, in 1 Corinthians chapter 15.  In 1 Corinthians chapter 15 we 

read these words beginning with the 42
nd

 verse, 1 Corinthians 15 verse 42.  

 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is 

raised an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it 

is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is 

raised a spiritual body.
31

 

 

And so on and so forth. What does this mean?  It means that there will, in fact, be a 

dramatic change in us when we leave this life and go to be with our Savior the Lord Jesus 

Christ. And that change will be that our bodies, though recognizable, will be totally 

different from what they are now. 

 

You know, a lot of us have certain ailments, don’t we?  I don’t know, I suffer with a few 

of my own and I think some of you do.  I look forward to the time when I am in heaven 

in a glorified body and the Word of God says there will be no more pain, there will be no 

more suffering, that we will never have to worry about waking up in the middle of the 

night in pain, that none of us will ever have to worry about whether we have to go to the 
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doctor to have another surgery or have this done or that done.  We won’t have to take any 

pills to deal with the problems and difficulties we have because we will be in a glorified 

body, a body so dramatically different from the one we are in now that each and every 

moment of eternity will be a moment of joy and pleasure in the sight and in the presence 

and glory of our Lord.   

 

That is what it says in Philippians chapter three in the last verse of that chapter.  “Who 

will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of his glory, 

by the exertion of the power that he has even to subject all things to himself.”
32

 

 

The only question we need to ask today is: Do these words talk about us?  Are we among 

those people?  Each and every one of us needs to ask that question. For known of God, 

loved of him from all eternity past, predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son 

and coming closer each day as God works in us through that marvellous work of 

sanctification.  Called, having experienced that internal call which led us to faith in Christ 

which led us to that experience of the new birth in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Justified, 

assured that our sins are taken away and we are declared righteous in the presence of 

God. And, finally, looking forward to the glory of our glorification body when we will be 

in his presence and have pain no more.   

 

If you are among those, praise God. We will be together.  I look forward to that. If there 

is anyone here who knows not the Savior I challenge you, even now, to trust in him, to 

believe that you might have life and that life that is eternal for those of us who are his 

children. 

 

Just think of this. There are multitudes around us who need to hear this glorious message. 

There are the sheep of God who have not heard and need to have the message of God’s 

wonderful salvation taught to them. May it be that each one of us will be the conduits for 

teaching that great truth. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Father, we thank you for your Word. We thank you, Father, for these six glorious words 

that speak of our eternal salvation and we thank you, our Father, that you have given to 

us these blessings. Help us now to live in a way that will glorify the name of our Savior 

and lift him up that all may see him and know him and bow the knee to him who is 

eternal. This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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