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The Way Forward: When You’re Unjustly Persecuted 

Daniel 3:1-30 

 1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits 

and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of 

Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, 

and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, 

and all the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that 

King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the 

governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the 

officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 And the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are 

commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear the sound 

of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to 

fall down and worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 

And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a 

burning fiery furnace." 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, "O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, 

our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 

he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O 

king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 

have set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression 

of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered 

the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 And he 

ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men 

were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and 

they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the king's order was 

urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who 

took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. 

 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared 

to his counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?" They 

answered and said to the king, "True, O king." 25 He answered and said, "But I 

see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; 

and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods." 

A Collision Course With Idolatry 

 What happens when our obedient response to Biblical truth 

puts us in the path of a head-on collision with our culture? 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s disturbing dream (Daniel 2)  

 Nebuchadnezzar wants answers! 

 when his court magicians, sorcerers, and enchanters fail 

him, he sentences them and all the wise men of Babylon 

to death 

 Daniel’s intervention 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s “short memory” 

 despite the revelation he is given, Nebuchadnezzar wants 

to “rewrite” future history 

 in rebellion against the revealed will of God, he builds a 

statue that represents his vision of the future 

 90 feet high and 9 feet wide! 

A Faithful Response To Idolatry 

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego know idolatry is 

unacceptable to God 

 they know the Word of God (2nd commandment) 

 idolatry takes many forms, and all of them are an 

abomination to God 



 We are all guilty of idolatry 

 anything we put before God is an idol 

 John MacArthur: “Man is incurably religious. He will 

worship something... and he usually becomes like 

whatever it is he worships.”  

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego don’t need any time to 

formulate a response to the king’s command 

 3 godly men whose lives are ruled by internal principles 

 their conscience is captive to the Word of God 

 they do not succumb to rationalization 

 When is civil disobedience the appropriate response for 

God’s people? 

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego recognize the 

predicament they are in and the probable consequences 

 they testify that God is more than able to save them, but 

they also note He is under no obligation to do so 

 Scripture commands us to respect and honor the 

legitimate authority of the state 

 but, there is no need to debate the “pros and cons” when 

we come head to head with anything that contradicts 

God’s Word 

A Strong Witness Against Idolatry 

 How does our faith hold up when we are put under pressure 

to disobey the Bible’s teaching? 

 We can give the world no better witness than that of an  

unflinching, uncompromising spirit of integrity 

 this is not an “in your face” kind of response 

 this is a response that says, “I will stand my ground for 

God, even if it costs me my life.”  

 Nebuchadnezzar’s response to the testimony of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego (3:28, cf. Romans 12:1) 

 The life and testimony of the Romanian pastor, Josef Tson 

Personal Application 

1. Have you ever faced a “head-on collision” with the world 

around you because of your obedient response to Biblical 

truth? If not, do you anticipate the possibility of facing that 

sort of confrontation in the future?  What preparations are 

necessary for you to make now so you will be ready for the 

arrival of that sort of conflict? 

2. We are all guilty of idolatry. What idols are you most likely 

to “bow before” and worship? What do you need to do in 

order to be set free from these tendencies and temptations? 

3. What is your reaction to the example of civil disobedience 

given by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? Are you 

prepared to make a similar stand, or are you be more likely 

to rationalize your way out of such a response? 

4. How does overcoming our fear of dying give us the 

courage to “live free”? 

 


