
Mark 3:7  But Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the sea. And a great 

multitude from Galilee followed Him, and from Judea 8  and Jerusalem and 

Idumea and beyond the Jordan; and those from Tyre and Sidon, a great 

multitude, when they heard how many things He was doing, came to Him. 

9  So He told His disciples that a small boat should be kept ready for Him 

because of the multitude, lest they should crush Him. 10  For He healed many, 

so that as many as had afflictions pressed about Him to touch Him. 11  And 

the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried 

out, saying, "You are the Son of God." 12  But He sternly warned them that 

they should not make Him known. (NKJV)  

 

Mark 3:13  And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He 

Himself wanted. And they came to Him. 14  Then He appointed twelve, that 

they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 15  and to 

have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons: 16  Simon, to whom He 

gave the name Peter; 17  James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of 

James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, "Sons of Thunder"; 

18  Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 

Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite; 19  and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed Him. And they went into a house. (NKJV)  

 

Matthew tells us that when Jesus knew of the hatred the Pharisees had for Christ 

and their plans to kill Him, Christ withdrew to the sea. 

Now put yourself in Christ’s place. 

He started this ministry, not by being subtle and tactful with the religious leaders.  

He had, right from the beginning, put them in their place.  He told them what he 

thought about them and about what they were doing.  He revealed their hypocrisy.  

He essentially invited a fight.  He knew exactly what the effect would be of His 

actions. 

It seems that, right from the start, Christ felt the need to portray to the common 

people the drastic difference between a Servant of God and the hirelings who 

claim to be from God.  He wasn’t running for office.  He never made any attempt 

to bring all the parties together.  There was never any sign of compromise.  He 

never needed anything from the religious leadership for His ministry.  They could 

not help it and, ultimately they could not destroy it. 

When we view our lives and missions from Christ’s perspective, we should see it 

the same way.  The world system around us still wants to silence Christ.  It wants 

to destroy His ministry through His people and through His word.  We will find 

that we are always at enmity with that system.  But do you know what?  We don’t 

need what it has to offer.  We don’t need its approval.  We don’t need its 



endorsement.  In fact, we don’t even need to depend upon it for its money.  God 

promises that He will supply our needs.  It is only God that we should depend 

upon.  It is only God in whom we should trust.  Are there places in your life where 

you are fearful what man can do to you?  You need not be afraid.  Trust your God.  

He will take care of you. 

So Christ has continued to challenge the religious power brokers to the point they 

are out of their minds with rage.  They are seething with hatred.  There is no debate 

or discussion left at this point.  The question in their minds is no longer, should we 

kill Christ?  No, now it is “How can we kill Him.” 

So, that is one side of the crowd.  Now there is another side.  Our text goes out of 

its way to tell us where all these people were coming from.  And where was that?  

Everywhere.  The crowds were coming from everywhere that travel would allow 

them to get there.  If you were to draw a big circle around Capernaum for many 

miles out, that is where people were coming from.  

Now not all these people were coming because they were spiritually hungry and 

they wanted true spiritual food.  The crowd was full of all kinds of mixed motives, 

many being very very selfish.  But, none the less, they were coming.  And they 

were not coming to kill Christ.  They may have been coming to use Him for their 

own purposes.  But they were not coming to kill Him.  So that provided 

opportunity. 

Now, suppose you know what Christ knew.  He only had 3 years to minister until 

He would be killed.  And the first year and one half was already over.  So He has a 

year and a half to prepare a ministry team for His death, so that when He dies, His 

ministry will continue. 

Many want to kill Him, and they eventually will. 

Many want to use Him, and they will try. 

And some are being called to Christ supernaturally, and they will respond to the 

call on their lives. 

That is the context of our story this morning. 

So there is a crowd surrounding Christ from all directions. 

9  So He told His disciples that a small boat should be kept ready for Him 

because of the multitude, lest they should crush Him. 10  For He healed many, 

so that as many as had afflictions pressed about Him to touch Him. 11  And 

the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried 

out, saying, "You are the Son of God." 12  But He sternly warned them that 

they should not make Him known. (NKJV) 

So here we can see what the dynamic of the crowd was like.  There was some 

hysteria where everyone who needed healed was trying to touch Christ.  They 

believed that to just touch Him would be enough.  So what would happen to the 



person in the middle when a huge crowd from all sides was desperate to touch 

Him?  There was a very big danger that Christ would be crushed. 

This application may be a bit of a stretch, but I think it is appropriate.  Have you 

ever felt that the enormous burdens of other people’s expectations will crush you?  

Have you felt pressured by all those people who want something from you and, 

because they want it, they think they have the right to take it?  Well Christ gives 

us an example to follow here.  He did not allow the crowds to determine His plan.  

He didn’t allow the crowd to take Him where they wanted to take Him.  He 

thought it through and developed a plan.  The plan was based upon how He could 

best carry out His ministry.   

Now look at this.  Jesus didn’t say, get me a boat ready so I can go on a fishing trip 

instead of dealing with this crowd.  He did not arrange a boat to avoid his mission.  

He arranged it to better carry out His mission. 

It is our job as Christians to determine what our lives are for.  It is our job to 

determine what God’s known will is for our lives.  And then it is our job to come 

up with a plan for how we are going to carry out that plan to the best of our 

abilities.  Now it is for sure that we will need to allow those plans to be adaptable 

to changes as God reveals greater clarity.  But if we are not very intentional about 

all this, we will find our lives drawn in all kinds of different directions.  The 

pressure of the demands of others will squeeze the life out of us and we will find 

we are not carrying out that which God expects of us and has created us for. 

So Christ has a boat plan to meet the need of His ministry. 

We see more of what we have already seen.  Christ is healing everyone who asks.  

And the demons come out as soon as they see Christ, proclaiming His identity.  

And He tells them, like He always does, to shut up. 

But we see a little more from the Matthew parallel text.   

Matthew 12:15  But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great 

multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all. 16  Yet He warned them not 

to make Him known, 17  that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah 

the prophet, saying: 18  "Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved 

in whom My soul is well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will 

declare justice to the Gentiles. 19  He will not quarrel nor cry out, Nor will 

anyone hear His voice in the streets. 20  A bruised reed He will not break, And 

smoking flax He will not quench, Till He sends forth justice to victory; 21  And 

in His name Gentiles will trust." (NKJV)  

Here we see in Matthew, that it is not just the demons that Jesus warns not to tell 

who He is.  Here Jesus is warning the whole crowd not to make Him known.  He 

does not want the publicity.  He knows the Sovereign timing of His death and He 

will do nothing that will speed it up.  Nor does He want people getting into a fury 

about setting Him up as some kind of earthly king. 



Here in Matthew we see how Christ tied an Isaiah passage to what He was doing. 

Isaiah 42:1-4 

: 18  "Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is 

well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will declare justice to the 

Gentiles. 19  He will not quarrel nor cry out, Nor will anyone hear His voice in 

the streets. 20  A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not 

quench, Till He sends forth justice to victory; 21  And in His name Gentiles will 

trust." (NKJV)    
Far from any expectation that the common Jewish citizen had of the Messiah, 

Christ was going to be gentle and not at all forceful.  It is likely that He is 

proclaiming this to take some of the steam out of the politically minded sails of 

those in the crowd.  Christ is informing the crowd what the Old Testament really 

says about the Messiah.  This would be very hard for most of the crowd to process.  

They would have been absolutely puzzled.  But Christ was making it plain for 

those who had ears to hear. 

He starts by repeating something very similar to what was heard when Christ came 

out of the Baptism waters.  Christ proclaims God’s announcement of favor upon 

the coming Messiah.  Some in the crowd may have connected what was said at 

Christ’s baptism with this.  So some would know He was talking about Himself. 

They might also connect the Spirit descending upon Christ as a dove to this 

passage. 

Then the passage gives more information about what the Messiah will do. 

 First He will not quarrel or cry out. 

What does every revolutionary do?  I don’t know if we could name any that did 

not start by a leader crying out in speeches designed to stir up the masses.  And the 

content of the speeches is a quarrel against those in power now and how inferior 

the existing structure is to the revolutionary’s current plan.  Military 

revolutionaries start with crying out and quarrelling.  Then what normally follows 

is violence.   

No, this servant that Isaiah tells about will be proclaiming, talking about justice.  

And not just for the Jew.  He will be addressing justice for the gentile as well.  

That won’t be very good news to those in the crowd who want to kill every gentile 

Roman in their city.   

Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.  
The word picture here cannot mean there will be no speech, because we are already 

told the he will proclaim justice to the Gentile.  He would have to speak to do this.  

But the picture is more of gentleness and humility.  This is a messiah that is not 

brash and arrogant, but kind and gentle. 

.20  A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench, Till 

He sends forth justice to victory; 21  And in His name Gentiles will trust." 



The reeds spoken of here were often used to make flutes out of.  If they were 

broken, they were worthless.  So it required a great deal of care when crafting one 

of them.  Gentleness had to be used while forming it into what you wanted it to be.  

Someone who was not careful would not be capable of doing the job. 

A smoking flax was basically a wick for a lamp.  And this wick is either in danger 

of going out because it is low in oil or improperly trimmed.  I don’t know if any of 

you have ever tried to start a fire when you have no dry tinder.  If you have, you 

can understand what this is talking about.  Your whole focus goes into some 

precious little ember that you hope you can stir into a flame and get the fire started. 

 Here is a good quote. 

“What is pictured is a ministry so gentle and compassionate that the weak are 

not trampled on and crushed till justice, the full righteousness of God, 

triumphs. And for such a Messiah most Jews were little prepared (cf. Pss Sol 

17:21). Small wonder that the Gentiles put their hope in his name” 

The Expositor's Bible Commentary – Volume 8:  

What Jesus says here would have been very informing to his audience, again, if 

they had the ears to hear it.  But have you grasped what it means for us?  This 

passage is one where Christ quotes God’s word to describe Himself.  We can learn 

from this.  And we should consider it seriously. 

What is your view of Christ?  We need a big picture view.  We can’t just take the 

parts about Him we like and conform Him into that image.  We see in other places 

in scripture that Christ will be a terror to those who resist Him.  He will utterly 

destroy all His enemies.  And He takes it personally when people harm His 

children.  We can rest assured that all of the persecution of Christians that is 

happening right now by the hands of Muslims or any other religions or ideologies 

is being noticed by Christ.  And His wrath upon those who don’t repent will be 

fierce. 

And at the very same time, there is a truth that is wonderful for us.  Do you view 

yourself as someone who is ultimately flawed?  Do you see yourself as someone 

who really has nothing to offer to God?  Do you know that you have no merit 

whatsoever in the bank of God.  Do you realize that all you could possibly ever 

deserve from God is His judgment and punishment? 

Essentially- do you see yourself as a spiritually poor person in a spiritually weak 

position? 

Guess what. 

You are the people our text is talking about.  You are the ones that our Messiah 

came for.  And He will be careful with your soul.  When He calls you to Himself, 

He knows you.  He knows what will help you.  He knows what will harm you.  

And He will never give you what would ultimately harm you, what would 

ultimately put out your burning ember or break your fragile reed. 



In Matthew He said 11:28  Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. 29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 

am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30  For My 

yoke is easy and My burden is light." (NKJV) 

Does your soul need rest this morning?  Do you need hope?  Do you want to have 

confidence in God that you are His child and that He loves you?  Do you want to 

know that His sacrifice for sin counts for you?  You can know that.  You really 

can.  You simply need to trust Him for your salvation.  You need to claim what He 

did for you by believing that Christ died for you.  And that what He did counts for 

you.  And that, from this point forward, you belong to Him and you will trust Him 

with your life. 

Christ is the specialist on the bruised reeds and the flickering wicks.  He is the 

master of our souls deepest needs.  And He can give you rest of your souls futile 

attempts to get yourself right with Him.  You can’t.  Only He can make you right 

with Him.  Trust Him. 

Now we are going to start into our next text. 

Mark 3:13  And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He 

Himself wanted. And they came to Him. 14  Then He appointed twelve, that 

they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 15  and to 

have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons: 16  Simon, to whom He 

gave the name Peter; 17  James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of 

James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, "Sons of Thunder"; 

18  Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 

Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite; 19  and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed Him. And they went into a house. (NKJV)  

In Luke we are told that prior to our text Christ had spent a night in prayer. 

Luke 6:12  Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain 

to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13  And when it was day, 

He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He 

also named apostles: (NKJV) 

Remember what I said earlier?  Christ is at a crossroads.  He has a lot of current 

ministry that needs to be done.  This is a time of great opportunity.  There is also a 

lot of future ministry that needs to be done.  And Christ must have people in place 

who are prepared to do it.  And all of this has to be done fairly soon because the 

religious leaders are already planning Christ’s funeral. 

So Christ goes off alone to pray.  I like what John MacArthur says about this.  

Christ probably didn’t go into prayer to ask His Father what to do.  He was more 

likely praying for the guys He was about to choose.   

This is something to consider.  If Christ felt the need to spend a night in prayer, 

why don’t we see prayer as such a pressing need?   



I want to read from A W Tozer.  He was a prophetic voice in the denomination I 

grew up in, the Christian Missionary Alliance. 

This is from the book “Born after Midnight”.  It was written a year after I was 

born. 

“AMONG REVIVALMINDED Christians I have heard the saying, "Revivals are 

born after midnight." This is one of those proverbs which, while not quite literally 

true, yet points to something very true. If we understand the saying to mean that 

God does not hear our prayer for revival made in the daytime, it is of course not 

true. If we take it to mean that prayer offered when we are tired and worn-out has 

greater power than prayer made when we are rested and fresh, again it is not true. 

God would need to be very austere indeed to require us to turn our prayer into 

penance, or to enjoy seeing us punish ourselves by intercession. Traces of such 

ascetical (self-denying) notions are still found among some gospel Christians, and 

while these brethren are to be commended for their zeal, they are not to be excused 

for unconsciously attributing to God a streak of sadism unworthy of fallen men. 

Yet there is considerable truth in the idea that revivals are born after midnight, for 

revivals (or any other spiritual gifts and graces) come only to those who want them 

badly enough. It may be said without qualification that every man is as holy and 

as full of the Spirit as he wants to be. He may not be as full as he wishes he 

were, but he is most certainly as full as he wants to be.  

 

Occasionally there will appear on the religious scene a man whose unsatisfied 

spiritual longings become so big and important in his life that they crowd out every 

other interest. Such a man refuses to be content with the safe and conventional 

prayers of the frost-bound brethren……. His yearnings carry him away and often  

make something of a nuisance out of him. His puzzled fellow Christians shake 

their heads and look knowingly at each other, but like the blind man who cried 

after his sight and was rebuked by the disciples, he "cries the more a great deal." 

And if he has not yet met the conditions or there is something hindering the answer 

to his prayer, he may pray on into the late hours. Not the hour of night but the state 

of his heart decides the time of his visitation. For him it may well be that revival 

comes after midnight.  

 

Yet for all God's good will toward us He is unable to grant us our heart's desires till 

all our desires have been reduced to one. When we have dealt with our carnal 

ambitions; when we have trodden upon the lion and adder of the flesh, have 

trampled the dragon of self-love under our feet and have truly reckoned ourselves 

to have died unto sin, then and only then can God raise us to newness of life and 

fill us with His blessed Holy Spirit. It is easy to learn the doctrine of personal 

revival and victorious living; it is quite another thing to take our cross and plod on 



to the dark and bitter hill of self-renunciation. Here many are called and few are 

chosen. For every one that actually crosses over into the Promised Land, there are 

many who stand for a while and look longingly across the river and then turn sadly 

back to the comparative safety of the sandy wastes of the old life. No, there is no 

merit in late hour prayers, but it requires a serious mind and a determined heart to 

pray past the ordinary into the unusual.  Most Christians never do. And it is more  

than possible that the rare soul who presses on into the unusual experience reaches 

there after midnight.  

 

I read this because it challenges me and I hope that it challenges you.  I am not the 

kind of pray-er that I should be.  And the problem is simple.  I don’t care enough.  

This challenge is to you and me to seek first the kingdom of God in such a way 

that we cannot help but be in prayer.  And if that prayer comes in the middle of the 

night, so be it.  Jesus cared enough.  He was absorbed with His Father’s will.  And 

it kept Him up all night.  There was not enough time in the day to take care of it.  

May God do a work in our hearts where we understand what Christ did because we 

have found need of doing it ourselves. 

 

We will begin our consideration of the choosing of the twelve next week.  And I 

think we will also take an in depth look at each of the twelve going forward.  So 

we may be in this text for a while. 

 

I would encourage you to look at the text this week with a mind to the situation 

Christ is in.  What He is deciding may well be the most important selection of 

leaders that has ever been done in the history of mankind.  He has a year and a half 

to train twelve men to take over where he lets off.  Consider that as you read what 

Christ does from here on. 

 

Also, find encouragement in how Christ treats those He ministers to.  If you are 

humble, if you see who you truly are before God, He will be as gentle to us as we 

allow Him to be.  He will be much like a good parent is to their child.  They want 

to be gentle and encouraging.  But if the child resists and becomes rebellious, the 

parent has to push those gentle actions aside for the good of the child.   

A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench 
And also remember what Tozer said.  every man is as holy and as full of the 

Spirit as he wants to be. He may not be as full as he wishes he were, but he is 

most certainly as full as he wants to be. 

How full do we want to be? 

 


