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Introduction:  Do you remember the important issue with which the Apostle Paul in dealing?  The issue
arose from his teaching of the absolute confidence you can have in the love of God for you who believe
in Christ Jesus.  This was taught in Chapter Eight, 8:28-39.  Because of that teaching Paul anticipated 
an objection which he answers in principle in 9:6-8.  He then proceeds to flesh out his answer 
supporting it with various Old Testament quotations from Genesis, Exodus, Hosea, and Isaiah. 

1. Here in the Tenth Chapter he is still filling out his answer by quoting the Old Testament.  
We may summarize the flow of apostolic reasoning in this manner:  If God's word never fails to 
accomplish its purpose;  If the preaching of God's Word by His authorized heralds is the means by 
which He brings faith to unbelievers;  If many Jews are then and now unbelievers;  Then God's word in
preaching is not effective to begetting faith.

2. Paul quotes Isaiah 53:1 demonstrating that unbelief prevailed in the Eighth Century BC among 
the Jews just as it prevails in the First Century AD.  The unbelief of Israel was both experienced by 
Isaiah and prophesied by him.

3. Therefore, his answer to the alleged failure of God's word is that it has not, nor ever will, fail. 
Rather, even the unbelief of the Jews is part of the thoughtful plan of God.  This unbelief is the will of 
God.  The Holy Spirit will have Paul write boldly in 11:7-8, this very point.

4. Verse 17:  Lest anyone fail to appreciate the saving significance of preaching, Paul asserts 
directly what he had clearly implied in v14.  There can be no saving faith in Christ Jesus unless one 
hears the word of Christ!

5. Verse 18:  "Well then, if faith comes by hearing, and the Jews did not believe, then it must be 
that the Jews never heard the "glad tidings of the good things"."  No, this is not the case says the 
inspired apostle quoting Psalm 19:4.

6. Verse 19:  "But Israel did not know the "glad tidings of the good things"."  No, again!  Moses 
knew that Israel would reject what she knew so he prophesied of God's saving the Gentiles by which 
He would make Israel jealous.  Now, Paul quotes Moses from Deuteronomy 32:21.

7. Verses 20-21:  Isaiah prophesied that in contrast to Israel having the good news but not heeding 
it, God would in time grant the good news to be openly proclaimed to the Gentiles of whom many 
would heed the good news.  But the long-suffering and mercy of God was proven by His "stretching 
out His hands" continually.  The prophets proclaimed the good news but like the seed sown on the path,
the rocky soil and among the thorns, Israel produced but little fruit.

8. What do you learn from this plain teaching of the apostle?  (1)  You learn that Luther was 
correct in his greatest book, The Bondage of the Will.  Man is dead and he needs God to make him 
alive and able to freely embrace Christ offered in the gospel.  (2)  You learn of the necessity of the work
of the Holy Spirit in saving sinners.  He is the heart surgeon who removes the heart of stone and 
implants of heart of flesh.  He is the One who command life to dead bones.  (3)  The Holy Spirit 
ordinarily does His work through the preaching of God's word.



9. Therefore, you must be diligent in prayer for the Holy Spirit to work in the salvation of your 
neighbors and around the world.

10. Further, you must never become discouraged with God's word and abandon it for some 
supposedly more effective way of bringing life to dead men.


