
Paul's Integrity 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 147:1-6            Hymn #81-  A Mighty Fortress 
1st Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 1       Hymn #574-  Have Thine Own Way Lord 
2nd Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 2:1-12       Hymn #492-  Take My Life and Let it Be 

Introduction:   

 Back in verse 5 of chapter 1, we recall how Paul had affirmed that the Gospel had come 

to the Thessalonians effectually.  It came not only in word, but "also in power, and in the Holy 

Spirit and in much assurance."  

 Well, for the last two weeks, in working through verses 6-10, we saw the profound affect 

which the Gospel had had on the Thessalonians (affirming what Paul had just stated in the first 

portion of verse 5), leading them to shine as a bright light, through their dark afflictions, such 

that all those in Macedonia and Achaia and everywhere, had known of their faithfulness, most 

particularly declared by their "turning to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to 

wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from 

the wrath to come."  The power of the Holy Spirit, which had accompanied the words spoken by 

the Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians, was therefore affirmed by these fruits.   

 This morning then, as we move into chapter 2, we will find Paul opening up further, the 

last portion of verse 5, where he stated, "as you know what kind of men we were among you for 

your sake."  And here again, we will find that critical part, which Paul's own integrity played, in 

solidifying the truth of the Gospel for the spiritual benefit of the Thessalonians.  In fact, so 

important is Paul's conduct to the success of His ministry, both in the birth of the  

Thessalonian church, and in its ongoing prosperity (particularly in the face of persecution and 

difficult trials), that Paul spends the first 12 verses of chapter 2, utilizing it as a sign post of 

encouragement for the Thessalonians, to exhort them unto the constant pursuit of holiness, in the 

face of their ongoing afflictions.  To this end, we will see this morning, the vital importance of 

shepherds, striving to set the example for the flock, as an illustration for the content in which 

they preach.  Putting it more bluntly, Paul's primary exhortation to the Thessalonians, loses all of 

its power in this letter, if he can't say in truth, what he states in these 12 verses. 
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I.  The Bridge 

 Chapter 2 begins then with these words: "For you yourselves know, brethren, that our 

coming to you was not in vain." 

 Here, the Apostle bridges what he has just said into the lengthy affirmation of his 

integrity that he is about to give.  And, in essence, he is saying, "Everything that I am saying 

about how the Gospel has come from us to you with great power; that which everyone 

everywhere is saying about the entry we had with you, which has led to the powerful change 

(away from idols and to God) in your lives, is something, of which you yourselves are very 

aware.  You're living it!  You know very well that our coming to you was not an empty or vain 

thing.  Rather, our meetings together were effectual, and God's evident work of grace was made 

known by the reception, which you had toward us!  And furthermore, the way in which we came, 

and the way in which we conducted ourselves, greatly attested to the reality of Christ's invisible 

kingdom, which we preached.   

 Having built that bridge then, Paul moves on to thoroughly affirm the integrity of his own 

witness -- along with the witness of those who came there with him; Silas and Timothy -- by the 

way in which they had conducted themselves while among the Thessalonians.  And he does this 

by first reminding them of the context, within which they had come to the Thessalonians.  Then 

he moves on to present them with a list of things they didn't do and did do, which validated their 

integrity.  And all of this serves as a motivation for the Thessalonians to cling to the hope that 

they knew was genuine, having come with such power, so that they themselves would continue 

to strive to walk worthy of their effectual calling, by pursuing holiness even (and especially) in 

the face of ongoing, present persecution. 

II.  The Context Surrounding Paul's Coming 

 The context surrounding Paul's coming was not a context, which would be conducive to 

suiting the desires of the natural man.  It's a lot easier to do something; it's a lot easier to maintain 

a faithful and uplifting spirit, when you are fresh or perhaps drawing from the successes of what 

you have just accomplished.  It's always nice to surf the adrenaline of former battles which you 

have just won (Ill. Importance of raising the morale of the troops before going into battle). 
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 But consider again, what Paul had just come from, before making his way into 

Thessalonica and what he had come into, in Thessalonica.  In verse 2, he states, "But even after 

we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our 

God to speak to you the Gospel of God in much conflict."  And so, Paul here speaks of the 

courage they had, to speak the Gospel boldly to the Thessalonians even in a context of much 

conflict.  They had just come out of an hostile environment in Philippi (where they were stripped 

of their clothing, thoroughly beaten with rods, put in stocks and thrown into a prison) and they 

had entered another hostile environment in Thessalonica, where they were chased out by the 

Jews, because of envy. 

 And so, what is the benefit of Paul reminding the Thessalonians of this hostile context, 

within which, they yet boldly preached the Gospel to them?  Were they seeking to simply boast 

in how courageous they were?  Of course not.  That would contradict everything that he is going 

to say here.  Rather, he is adding a further confirmation to the authenticity of the Gospel they 

(the Thessalonians) had received, since Paul and his companions themselves were willing to 

suffer persecution upon presenting it, even as the Thessalonians were now expected to continue 

to suffer persecution for holding onto it.  He wanted to remind them of the power that went into 

their conversion, so that they would not lose sight of the hope attached to it, as they were now 

being tested.  It is too easy to forget where we came from, when our paths veer through the dark 

caves of trial.  But where we came from, will help us cling to where we are going, so we can 

endure where we presently are.  And so, Paul is not boasting here.  Rather, he is showing how he 

(and his co-laborers) who themselves are under constant attack, are yet, persevering in their walk 

and in their ministry, because of the very real hope, which they all cling to, together, namely, that 

Christ will return and deliver them from the wrath to come.   

 From here, Paul begins to highlight the integrity, which he and his companions had 

maintained, while serving among the Thessalonians.  He speaks first of what they didn't do, 

which would have tarnished their integrity had they done so.  And then, he speaks positively of 

what they did do, which affirmed their integrity and adorned the very Gospel, which they had 

preached to the Thessalonians. 
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III.  The "Didn't Do's" of Paul's Integrity 

 What then did the Apostle and his companions not do, which would have tarnished their 

integrity as ministers of the Gospel? 

 1) Their exhortation (their preaching) was not driven by impure motives.  It did not come 

from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit (vs. 3).  What they taught and preached was not 

falsehood or false doctrine or a false hope, coming out of impure motives.  They were not trying 

to trick the Thessalonians for some hidden reason of gaining something (financial or material) 

from them in some respect.  Were this the case, what did Paul get from them?  Nothing.  In fact, 

we will go on to see how he worked to provide for his own needs, while he was among them, so 

that, they could not accuse him falsely of seeking some personal profit from them.  Furthermore, 

once their own lives were in jeopardy, they would not have continued to seek to minister to them, 

if their motives were for personal gain.  Who would jeopardize their lives to this extent, after all 

that had happened in Philippi before, and now was happening in Thessalonica... all for some 

temporal gain?   

 2) They did not come seeking the praises of men, but to please God.  [Read vs. 4-5a] 

 They didn't come with a watered down message, attempting to tickle the ears of men with 

a palatable Gospel that would leave their audience comfortable in their sins.  They spoke the 

whole unadulterated Gospel, calling sinners to repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ.  

They faithfully represented God, who tests their hearts; in the fear of God, unwilling to 

compromise the message, no matter how much it might limit the threat of their own hurt.  They 

struck nerves in Philippi, which led to much suffering, and they struck nerves in Thessalonica, 

which led to them having to flee, and if they had only adapted the message to suit all listeners, 

they could have had an easier road, perhaps leading to some personal gain.  But they were not 

men pleasers, but rather God-fearers.  They knew that the Gospel is only truly beneficial to those 

who are broken by it, and rebuilt in Christ!  They did not flatter their listeners with a sugar 

coated Gospel ("Well God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life," "You're not that 

bad," "God accepts you as you..etc.). 
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 3) They didn't come with covetous intentions.  [Read vs. 5b].  They weren't hiding an 

inner greed that saw their opportunity amongst the Thessalonians as an opportunity for filling 

their coffers.  They weren't disingenuous or phony, hiding ulterior motives for gain. 

 4) They didn't come seeking glory from men, looking for power and praise, exercising 

their Apostolic authority by making demands, simply because they could.  [Read vs. 6].  They 

weren't power hungry tyrants, looking to order people around.  They weren't trying to intimidate 

people or to draw the attention of people toward themselves, using every opportunity as a means 

of drawing praise and accolades from their audience. 

 And so, they didn't come in any of these kinds of self-serving ways.  Having addressed 

these impure motives, which were not behind their coming, Paul moves on to address positively 

how they did come. 

IV.  The "Did Do's" of Paul's Integrity 

 Verse 7, begins with the word "but," indicating the transition from what Paul "didn't do" 

to what he rather "did do" instead. 

 1) They did not come with a power trip, barking self-exalting commands at the 

Thessalonians, but rather, they were gentle among them.  [Read vs. 7] 

 They were tender and delicate, doing all that was necessary for their good, while being 

cautious not to unnecessarily trample on them.  [Ex: Nursing mother cherishing her own 

children]. 

 2) They were loving and affectionate toward them, to the extent that they not only 

avoided taking anything from them, but furthermore, they were willing to sacrifice their own 

lives for them.   [Read vs. 8] 

 The Apostle and his companions had a sincere love and concern for the Thessalonians; 

the type of love that lays down its own life for the good of others; a Christ-like love. 

 3) They labored and toiled, night and day, so as not to become a burden to the 

Thessalonians.  [Read vs. 9].  They wanted nothing, not even the appearance of anything, to 

eclipse in anyway, the pure Gospel that they had preached to them. 
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 4) They were devout, just and blameless in their character, as they ministered amongst the 

Thessalonians.  They were holy and morally outstanding.  [Read vs. 10].  In all of these they 

were consistent, not fickle, not wavering, but conveying the same message in their attitudes 

through and through, and the Thessalonians could clearly attest to this. 

 5) They exhorted and comforted and they charged the Thessalonians; they did not hold 

back in preaching the truth, but they did so, not as domineering tyrants, but rather as a father 

imploring his own children toward the right path.  [Read vs. 11]. 

 And the main goal; the very thrust of their motivation into treating the Thessalonians in 

these ways, and the very content of their preaching and exhortation was this: "that you would 

walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory" (vs. 12).  

 In all of these things; in all of these careful, conscious actions and behavioral patterns 

expressed by Paul and his companions in the presence of the Thessalonians, their great concern 

was that they would encourage them unto godly living in the fear of God.  And so, they did all on 

their part to avoid hindering and to further encourage the sanctification of the Thessalonians.   

 By way of summary conclusion, brethren, in the consideration of the content of this 

lengthy section, we find here that the Apostle Paul put a weighty price on the value of 

maintaining his integrity among those whom he ministered.   

V. Closing Application 

 Brethren, having worked through our main text, let me now leave you with one relevant, 

primary application for this morning: 

 Consider how many ways, in which, the minister of God can harm and hinder the 

progress and growth of Christ's church.  In these 12 verses, Paul gives us a sobering look at the 

very dangers that constantly surround the work of ministry, which ought to lead every minister of 

the Gospel to say, "Who is sufficient for this calling?"  Only by the grace of Jesus Christ, and 

only by being constantly lifted up by the prayers of God's people, can we remain balanced on the 

tight rope of productive, God-honoring ministry.  And at moment, we can very, very, easily slip 

off one side or the other and cause great harm to the body. 
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 Consider the listing of our natural tendencies, as revealed here by Paul, and as evidenced 

throughout all of church history. 

 1) Shepherds are always prone toward having impure motives in ministry.  And we might 

begin well, and continue well for many years, only to later swing the pendulum away from 

Christ, unto the serving of our own selfish desires in the work of ministry.  We can even deceive 

ourselves into thinking that our motives are still pure, when our hearts have already gone astray. 

 2) Shepherds are always prone toward veering off into some form of heresy or false 

teaching.  [The blessing of having a confession of faith in the church] 

 3) Shepherds are always in jeopardy of becoming "men pleasers."  It is all too easy to 

lose sight of the need to constantly live before the face of God, and to covet the praises of men 

instead.  The drift is so subtle, but it's there, always!  And we will always be prone to tweak 

things just a little bit even, and then a little more, as we succumb more and more to a fear of 

man. 

 4) Shepherds are always prone toward being flattered and using flattering words to get 

things done, even by means of the flesh.  It is too easy for us to impatiently bypass the Spirit's 

power, seeking fleshly means of accomplishing things, when things aren't moving along as 

quickly as we would like them to move. 

 5) Shepherds are constantly very prone toward covetousness and developing a heart that 

is smothered by materialistic desires. 

 6) Shepherds are always in a constant battle against personal pride, and it doesn't take 

much at all to lapse into a pursuit of seeking glory for ourselves and not for Christ. 

 7) Shepherds are very prone toward developing a power trip and becoming tyrannical, 

lording it over the flock of God.   

 8) Shepherds can easily become impatient and harsh, especially when having been 

wronged before.  It can be too easy to take everything personal, to become overly defensive and 

to lash out at the flock, rather than patiently leading them along.   

 9) Shepherds can lose their first love in Christ, and in so doing, fail to extend themselves 

sacrificially for the flock.  The preciousness of Christ's flock can dull down, leading to carelessly 

neglecting or abusing the flock. 
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 10) Especially, in the passing of much time, Shepherds can grow weary or even burn out, 

leading them to seek a quick fix of relief in some manner of sin or worldly thing.   

 11) Shepherds can become lazy and callous or overly zealous to the point of neglecting 

the welfare of their own souls.  They are always prone toward falling off the horse on either side. 

 12) Shepherds are susceptible to all manner of temptations, which would disqualify them 

from the Gospel ministry and tarnish the work of the Gospel within the flock. 

 13) Shepherds can be overly harsh or wishy-washy in their preaching, neglecting a 

confidence in the work of the Holy Spirit to accomplish the will of God through us. 

 All in all brethren, Shepherds need constant prayer as the pitfalls are many and great, 

which surround them.  The ministry is a wonderful privilege, but it comes with a mine field of 

opportunities to slip and cause great devastation.  We need prayer. 

 Finally, let me close by saying this.  God forbid that we should ever mar our testimonies, 

brethren, but if we should, always remember that your hope is not in any man but Christ!  There 

is only one "Good Shepherd," and that is the Lord Jesus Christ.  And brethren, He will never, 

ever fail you! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 
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