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GOD’S PERFECT JUDGMENT 

(SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2014) 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21 

INTRODUCTION 

It is no surprise why Gen. 1-11 is despised, attacked, and ridiculed by much of the world 
and sadly treated as myth by many professed Christians. 

In these chapters we find such great doctrines and profound understanding of the world 
and man. 

Creation 

Establishment of Marriage 

Man created highly intelligent in the image of God 

Fall 

Curse 

Enmity – seed of the serpent vs. seed of the woman 

Hope of a coming Savior 

Judgment of the flood and the reshaping of the entire earth 

Origin of languages and nations 

There are of course many other important doctrines explained further in Scripture, but 
what a blessing to begin with the foundation of Gen. 1-11. 

We see that far from God creating and just letting the world run on its own, God rules 
directly over all that He has made. 

God brings both individual and corporate judgments. 

Consider the judgment upon the serpent, Eve, and Adam, then later the judgment Cain 
received, then the awesome destruction that came through the flood, the curse upon 
Canaan and his ancestors, and the judgment upon the world at Babel.  

Through God’s judgment, His perfect plan of salvation is advanced. 

In light of His awesome judgments you are able to see the full wonder of His grace. 
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Praise God for His work of dividing the languages but also now communicating His truth 
to people in all languages and nations. 

 

Gen. 11:1-9 is an incredibly beautiful text in its composition. There are various ways of 
outlining the 9 verses which describe the account of Babel. 

One way of outlining the text is in 13 parts in a chiasmus centered on the first part of 
verse 5. 

A simpler way is to look at the account in two main parts – verses 1-4 and verses 5-9, 
where we see the attempts of men and women in their rebellion and the perfect judgment 
that God brought. 

 

1) LET US MAKE A NAME FOR OURSELVES, VV. 1-4 

Important to remember that Genesis 11:1-9 is the explanation for the development of the 
many nations presented in Gen. 10. 

Gordon Wenham notes that this is part of an important pattern that we see in Gen. 1-11. 

There is a recurring pattern in Gen 1–11 of a positive episode’s being succeeded 
by a negative. The creation of the earth, which was very good (Gen 1), is followed 
by the fall and Abel’s murder (chaps. 3–4). The prosperity of the long-lived 
antediluvians (chap. 5) is followed by intermarriage with divine beings and the 
flood (chaps. 6–8). The renewed covenant with Noah is succeeded by his 
drunkenness and the curse on Canaan (chap. 9). The same sequence is evident 
here in the quite positive table of nations and the highly judgmental account of 
Babel.1 

We also must keep in mind that stories or narratives in the OT have a very specific focus 
and often do not include details we might like to know. 

Our main focus is to study and appreciate what has been given rather than focus on 
details not given to us. 

This isn’t to say we shouldn’t ask questions, but we have to make our main focus the text 
and not our questions. 
                                                
1 Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1–15, vol. 1 of Word Biblical Commentary. 
Accordance/Thomas Nelson electronic ed. (Waco: Word Books, 1987), 242. 
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For example, from what we see in Genesis 9, 10, and 11, Noah and Shem were most 
likely still living at the time of Gen. 11:1-9. 

How do we know this? 

It comes from looking at Genesis 10:25 which notes the birth of Peleg, for in his days the 
earth was divided. 

According to Genesis 11:10-18, Peleg was born 101 years after the flood. 

Peleg was likely given this name because the division of languages following Babel had 
already taken place. 

This then leads to the question, were Noah and Shem at Babel? 

Did they stand against the conspiracy at Babel but were outvoted? 

It is very possible that just 100 years after the flood, the total population of the earth was 
not much greater than 1000. 

I share this not to confuse but to encourage you as you think about the importance of this 
text and interesting questions that we might not be able to fully answer. 

Let’s now focus on the details given in verses 1-4. 

Verse 1 emphasizes a twofold unity of all the earth after the flood – one language and the 
same words or vocabulary. 

There was one language and unity in the speaking of that language. 

We can appreciate this statement in light of the diversity of English in the inner city of 
Chicago or in rural places in Illinois or in the south. 

But here there was perfect unity in speech 

Further verse 2 describes unity in terms of movement and in finding a place to settle 
down. 

Who is the “they” of verse 2? It would seem to encompass then the entire population of 
the earth some 100 years or so after the flood. 

I should point out that the phrase from the east is the same expression in Hebrew used 
after Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden and also Lot who foolishly journeyed 
to the east after he left Abram. 

The place where they determined to settle down was in Shinar. 
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What is significant about this detail? 

To answer this we have to go back to Genesis 10:10 and the account of Nimrod. 

Gen. 10:10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and 
Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 

No leader is named in Gen. 11:1-9, but from Genesis 10, it would seem that Nimrod, the 
mighty warrior, had an important role in the rebellion at Babel. 

After finding a place to settle, they determined to build. 

They had to first make bricks for building. 

The text points out that they did not use stone for their building project. 

Instead of stone, they made bricks that were fired or baked in an oven. 

To join these furnace-fired bricks together they used asphalt, a tar-like substances that is 
noted also in Gen. 14:10 and Ex. 2:3. 

Henry Morris notes that this method of construction was common in ancient Babylon as 
uncovered by archaeologists.2  

According to verse 4, there were three goals for the building project. 

Their first goal was to build both a city and a tower. 

Most often you hear people talk about just the Tower of Babel, but it was both a city and 
a tower. 

The tower was to reach the heavens. 

Very likely the top of this tower contained a temple which is what you see in Babylonian 
ziggurats. 

They wanted a tower that could reach the dwelling place of the gods. 

You see this design of elevated temples in other pagan religions like that of the Aztec. 

It is very significant that Israel’s temple was not a very tall building nor was it elevated. 

The goal of the temple in Jerusalem was not to reach up to God. Rather it is God who 
comes down to dwell with us according to His grace and mercy. 

The second goal of the building project was to make a name for themselves. 

                                                
2 Morris, 268. 
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The goal was pride and fame. 

Well, as verse 9 shows, they did make a name for themselves, but not the one that they 
wanted. 

The final purpose is found at the end of verse 4 – lest we be scattered abroad over the 
face of the whole earth. 

It is here we see clearly rebellion against God’s decree following the flood that is found in 
Gen. 9:1. 

Gen. 9:1 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth. 

Rather than obey God’s command to fill the earth, the desire was to stay together in one 
city. 

In these opening verses we see a number of characteristics of man in his rebellion: 

Disobedience to God’s clear commands 

False forms of worship 

Power and control 

Self-glory 

 

2) LET US GO DOWN AND CONFUSE THEIR LANGUAGE, VV. 5-9 

The central phrase of verses 1-9 is the first part of verse 5 – But the LORD came down… 

What is the irony of this statement? 

I think it is correct that we are to see that the tower did not quite make it to the heavens. 

God had to come down from the heavens to view the tiny tower and city made with 
bricks and bitumen. 

Wenham writes here very well: 

God’s descent to earth to view the tower is no more proof of the author’s 
primitive anthropomorphic view of God than is God’s asking Adam and Eve 
where they were hiding in the garden an indication of his ignorance. It is simply a 
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brilliant and dramatic way of expressing the puniness of man’s greatest 
achievements, when set alongside the creator’s omnipotence.3 

The LORD had to come down to see the feeble efforts and yet there was a realization of 
the seriousness of man’s attempted rebellion. 

The LORD recognized the unity of the people in terms of purpose and language. 

Human conspiracies can have success in bringing together people. 

North Korea and other communist nations have had a certain degree of success, 
obviously with horrible amounts of suffering, and yet there is a perverted unity they 
accomplish. 

What other verse in Genesis is similar to verse 6? 

It is Genesis 3:22. 

Gen. 3:22   Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one 
of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of 
the tree of life, and eat, and live forever” 

Verse 6 then is a very honest statement expressing the evil that men and women in 
rebellion are capable of accomplishing. 

Verse 7 parallels the attempts of Nimrod and the others to accomplish their goals by 
using the same language, Come, let Us… 

It is fascinating that God brought the perfect measure of judgment. 

It was not fire from heaven or a fearsome flood. God brought judgment through 
confusion. 

God brought confusion of language so that it would be impossible for everyone to work 
together. 

Here we have a very profound statement and understanding that the world does not 
know. 

It is almost hilarious to study humanistic theories of where language comes from. 

Unbelieving scholars have no real explanation for the origin of language itself nor any 
explanation for the multiplicity of languages. 
                                                
3 Wenham, 240. 
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Genesis clearly shows that language did not slowly evolve over time. Man was created 
with that capacity. 

Second, all the languages of today are not related. Rather there are distinct language 
families which are connected with this chapter. 

Listen to the comments of MIT Professor Noam Chomsky, one of the most important 
linguists of today. 

Noam properly doesn’t believe in language capacity simply evolving. He is correct in this. 
But how does he explain the origin of language? 

He has proposed some “some random mutation took place, maybe after some strange 
cosmic ray shower, and it reorganized the brain, implanting a language organ in an 
otherwise primate brain.”4 

This is the best we can do? 

Now, we do have to consider how spectacular and profound was the judgment at Babel. 

One day people got up in the morning, made their coffee, went to work, and then came 
back home speaking an entirely new language.  

Consider a few points about language from this chapter and the field of linguistics. 

We do not believe that every single one of the 7000 languages of the world originated at 
Babel. 

Rather Babel produced the families of languages that over time have developed into the 
many languages today. 

What are some of the language families that have been identified? 

1) Indo-European: English, Spanish, Russian, and Hindi/Urdu (46% of the world’s 
population and 445 languages in this family) 

2) Sino-Tibetan – Mandarin Chinese, Cantonese, and hundreds of smaller languages for 
a total of 460 (20%) 

3) Niger-Congo – Swahili, Shona, Yoruba (6.9% and 1545 languages) 

4) Austronesian – Malagasy, Maori, Samoan (5.5% and 1257 languages) 

According to the website Ethnologue, there are 144 language families, not including what 
they classify are 82 language isolates and also 138 deaf sign languges.5 
                                                
4 Wikipedia, s.v. language. 
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There are 389 languages that have more than a million speakers. These languages 
together account for 94% of the world's population, whereas 94% of the world's 
languages account for the remaining 6% of the global population. 

There are 215 living languages spoken in the US. This includes the language Walla Walla 
spoken by about 700 people.6 

 

Not only did God bring confusion, but he scattered all those gathered at Babel. 

They were scattered so that God’s command in Gen. 9:1 would be fulfilled. 

Verse 9 identifies the name of the city and by extension tower as Babel. Some versions 
here read Babylon. 

Babel or Babylon later would be come famous again for its towers and temples. 

Sometime in later centuries a massive tower some 300 feet high called Etemenanki was 
built. 

The name Etemenanki in Sumerian means temple of the foundation of heaven and 
earth.7 

Later the name Babylon was claimed to mean, “gate of God.” Babylon claimed to be 
closer to god than anywhere else on earth.8 

All such claims and attempts for glory are shown to be rubbish, for the true meaning of 
Babel is confusion or even folly.9 

A more modern day example of this folly would be Saddam Hussein. Now, as a church, 
we likely have a different view of this dictator than others, understanding that Christians 
under his brutal reign faired far better than they do now. 

But Saddam did want to resurrect all the glories of Babylon. 

In attempting to rebuild on top of ancient ruins, Saddam had inscribed on some of the 
bricks: 

“This was built by Saddam Hussein, son of Nebuchadnezzar, to glorify Iraq.”10 

                                                                                                                                                       
5 http://www.ethnologue.com/browse/families 
6 http://www.ethnologue.com/country/US 
7 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etemenanki 
8 New Bible Commentary, s.v. Genesis 11. 
9 Ibid., s.v. Genesis 11. 
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Such was the folly of Saddam and countless others who have attempted to build a name 
for themselves. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Let’s consider in conclusion a number of lessons that we see from this text in connection 
with the rest of Scripture. 

1) God’s hatred of pride (1 Peter 5:5-7) 

2) God’s hatred of centralization and attempts to increase power 

3) God’s rule and judgment  

4) God’s gracious provision of salvation 

 - Deliverance of the line of Shem 

 - Solution or answer of Babel in the proclamation of the gospel message. 

Zeph. 3:9  “For then I will restore to the peoples a pure language,  That they all 
may call on the name of the LORD,  To serve Him with one accord. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn: 297 

 

Benediction – Jude 24, 25 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,  And to present you faultless  Before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,   To God our Savior,  Who alone is wise,  Be 

glory and majesty,  Dominion and power,  Both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
10 http://www.hanginggardensofbabylon.org/historyofbabylon-Saddam-Hussein.asp 


