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The Deficiencies of Heaven 
 
Typically, when we think of upgrading in the realm of consumer purchases, we think in terms of 
addition.   
 

• To upgrade my computer is to go from a 1 terabyte hard drive to a 2 terabyte hard 
drive.   

• To upgrade my car is to go from 20 miles per gallon to 30 miles per gallon.   
• To upgrade my house is to go from a 1,000 square foot home to a 2,000 square foot 



    

home.   
 
However, there are times when less is better.  For example, when the overweight, ex-athlete 
starts exercising and loses some of his excess weight, his clothes fit him better- and that is 
good.  When effort is expended to clean out the garage full of junk with many trips to the 
dump, the end is an orderly, clean man-cave- and that is good!   
 
See, there are instances when less is better.  And that is the case at times when it comes to 
God’s Kingdom. When Gideon was poised and ready to fight the Midianites, his forces weren’t 
ready until God paired them down to 300 men (Judges 7:7-8).  When David experienced a 
difficulty that resulted in loss, we read this; 
 

Psalms 119:71: “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Thy statutes.” 
 
When the disciples were confronted with the prospect of losing their Savior such that all they 
would have was the Spirit of God for comfort, Christ said this: 
 

John 16:7, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away...” 
 
Most of us recognize this principle, the Principle of Addition through Subtraction! Truly, it is 
possible to benefit from loss.  Accordingly, to encounter a deficiency is not always bad! 
 
Revelation 21 describes the benefits we someday will enjoy in Heaven in light of its deficiencies.  
Truly when we enter into the final state, we will discover that many things presently in this 
world will be absent.  And yet far from missing them, we will rejoice in their absence!  
 

Revelation 21:22, “And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty [notice the 
compounding of God’s name; John is taken back here by God’s greatness], and the 
Lamb, are its temple.” 

 
On the surface, this seems rather straight forward.  As anticipated and hinted at by the New 
Testament writers, when we enter into the New Heavens and the New Earth, there will be no 
temple.  Jesus told the woman at the well that the day would come when “…neither in this 
mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father”(John 4:21).  In other words, the 
temple would be gone! Paul speaking of the church said: 
 

2 Corinthians 6:16, “...for we are the temple of the living God...” 
 
Truly, as the temple in the Old Testament represented the place where God communed with 
His people AND AS heaven is the time when we shall commune with God face-to-face, clearly 
we see that there is no need for a temple in heaven. 
 
However, this isn’t as clear-cut as it may appear.  Christ promised the genuine believer:  
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Revelation 3:12, “He who overcomes [which in the Johannine writings refers to every 
true believer], I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God...” 

 
Wait a second.  I thought that there wasn’t going to be a Temple in heaven? Yet here Christ 
promised to make the believer a pillar in the temple of God in the final state! Notice further, 
one of the 24 elders speaking of saints who have come out of the Great Tribulation tells John: 
 

Revelation 7:15, “For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him 
day and night in His temple...” 

 
Whatever else you might conclude about these texts, both teach that Christians will serve God 
forever in a heavenly temple.  Notice further still: 
 

Revelation 11:19, “...the temple of God which is in heaven...” and “...the ark of His 
covenant... in His temple...” 

 
Revelation 15:5, “...the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven...” 

 
From all of these texts, it is clear that there is in fact a temple in heaven.  
 
Well then, how can Revelation 21:22 say that there isn’t a temple in heaven?   
 
Attempting to reconcile these two teachings, some commentators argue that presently there IS 
a temple in heaven, but when God creates the New Heaven and New Earth, there WON’T BE.  
This may make for an easy answer, but it misses a most glorious truth! Notice our passage 
again: 
 

Revelation 21:22, “And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the 
Lamb, ARE ITS TEMPLE.” 

 
The Temple described in Revelation is NOT a physical building, as if the Lord in glory would 
need a house in which to dwell.  Rather, the Temple described throughout Revelation is the 
Lord God Almighty Himself! Paul indicated that the body of Christ was in fact God’s temple: 

1 Corinthians 3:16, “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwells in you?” 

 
This wasn’t a passing statement, but a glorious truth which transforms our understanding of the 
purpose and place of the physical temple in Jerusalem at the time of Paul- it was a type, a 
shadow of what God ultimately intended in Christ. 
 

Revelation 21:3, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself shall be among them.’” 
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Where one of the 24 elders speaking of saints who have come out of the great tribulation, tells 
John: 
 

Revelation 7:15, “For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him 
day and night in His temple [and here the text continues] and He who sits on the throne 
shall spread His tabernacle over them...”- 

 
 In other words, God shall be a temple to them!  Recall, the dimensions of the New Jerusalem 
which is the bride of Christ, the church (cf. Revelation 21:9, 10)… the dimensions are one and 
the same as the Holy of Holies. 
 

Revelation 21:16: “And the city is laid out as a square [for a Jew, this immediately would 
have reminded them of the Holy of Holies- the only square of anything in their religion], 
and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen 
hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal.” 

 
So truly, in heaven there is NO physical temple! 
 
Now to us, this may seem like an obvious truth, and thus no big deal.  However, for the 
readers of this letter in the first century, this was radical! Recall it was Christ’s words about 
“destroying the temple” that ultimately led to the false accusations that led to his crucifixion 
(Mark 14:58)! 
 
It was Stephen’s words about Christ “destroying this place”- the temple- that lead to the false 
accusations that led to his death (Acts 7:14).  Truly the teaching of this passage to a Jew would 
NOT have been welcomed news.  In fact, the building of the Temple was the most self-evident 
element of the Old Testament Jewish hope of the future!1 And yet, through the glorious 
Addition through Subtraction that is presented here, there is little doubt that any Jewish 
Christian would complain! As the New Bible Dictionary put it, “In a document like Revelation 
which follows the traditional images and motifs so closely, the idea of a Jerusalem without a 
Temple is surely novel [and so John here presents this truth slowly]...  First he dramatically 
announces that the temple in heaven is opened and its contents laid bare for human eyes to 
see (Revelation 11:19).  Later he drops the hint that the divine dwelling may be none other 
than God himself (Revelation 21:3).  Finally, he states quite simply that the temple is the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb.  One after another the barriers separating man from God are 
removed until nothing remains to hide God from his people.  ‘His servants… shall see his face’ 
(22:3f.; cf. Isaiah 25:6ff.).  This is the glorious privilege of all who enter the New Jerusalem.” 
 
What an incredible truth: In the New Heavens and the New Earth something that was part and 
parcel of Old Testament Judaism is conspicuously absent AND YET obviously present! The 
physical temple that was such a crucial part of worshipping God in the Old Covenant will be 
realized in Christ!  And thus, we shall spend the rest of eternity, truly, as pillars in the Temple 
of heaven (Revelation 3:12).  But notice that this means nothing less than in heaven we shall 
enter the limitless presence of God to worship and enjoy Him forever! 
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And what an important truth for us to understand and maintain! Often our tendency is to take 
passages like Revelation 7 (that describes heaven as serving God in His temple) and concluding 
that Heaven will be a dull, monotonous place where we will be trapped for eternity in a 
building. 
 
Yet that couldn’t be further from the truth! Heaven will be the time and place when we shall 
unceasingly serve God in His temple.  However, the temple in which we shall serve is not a 
physical building but all of heaven in which God’s presence will be immediately and powerfully 
felt in all that we do. I love how Thomas Boston described it.  Speaking of heaven, he wrote 
this: 
 

“There the saints shall have the cloud of glory, the divine presence, with most intimate, 
uninterrupted communion with God.  There they shall have Jesus Christ, as the true 
Ark, wherein the fiery law shall be forever hid from their eyes: and the mercy-seat, from 
which nothing shall be breathed but everlasting peace and good will towards them.” 
(Boston, 2011, p. 445) 

 
And so, just as the two disciples were overcome with joy and awe at the privilege of walking 
with Christ to Emmaus, heaven will be that much more incredible! Unlike in the case of the 
disciples who begged for Christ to stay with them (Luke 24:29), Christ never will leave us; 
rather, we always will be in the conscious presence of almighty God!  
 
One of the most incredible expressions of love for God in all of the Psalms is Psalms 73 which 
says this: 
 

Psalms 73:25-26, “Whom have I in heaven but Thee?  And besides Thee, I desire 
nothing on earth.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever.” 

 
Heaven will be nothing less than the fulfillment of this passage! One of the most unreal 
passages in the Psalms is Psalms 27 which says this: 
 

Psalms 27:4: “One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
meditate in His temple.” 

 
In heaven, this prayer will be realized as we will dwell forever in the house of the Lord (Psalms 
23:6)! 
 
There is No Need for a Cosmic Light Source 
 

Revelation 21:23-24: “And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon 
it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb [recall Christ’s own 
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words that “He was the light of the world,” John 8:12)].  And the nations shall walk by 
its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it.” 

 
John is thinking of a future under the historical conditions of his present life.  As John 
considered the most powerful and important men of his day, he concluded that if they were to 
be confronted with the glory of Heaven, they would be as nothing! In fact, they would be so 
awe-struck they willingly would yield give everything they had- everything that made them 
glorious in this world (cf. v. 24)! 
 
And why is that?  
 

Revelation 21:23, “And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, 
for THE GLORY OF GOD HAS ILLUMINED IT, and its lamp is the Lamb.”  

 
Amazing! In the New Heavens and the New Earth, the only source of light by which we shall live 
will be the light of the glory of God.  Recall from Revelation 21:18 that God’s glory is so 
awesome that solid gold walls cannot contain it.  Is it any wonder that Isaiah wrote this? 
 

Isaiah 24:23, “Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of 
hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and His glory will be before His elders.” 

 
Truly, next to the glory of God, the light of the sun and moon are paltry, flickering candles!   
 
Thinking of the concept of addition through subtraction, the description here is amazing.  
After a long, cold winter, to walk out into a 70 degree sun for the first time lifts the spirit.  And 
thus, to read that Heaven will be a place bereft of a sun and moon could lead to an element of 
disappointment. And yet, who would want a loan when they can own the bank?  Who would 
settle for a picture when they could have their beloved?  Who would want a drop of water 
when they can have the ocean?  Who could want the fading light of a sun when they could 
enjoy the unimaginable warmth of the light of the glory of the Lamb?  Though heaven be a 
place bereft of the need for a cosmic light source, who could want it? The Lamb is all the glory, 
of Emmanuel’s land! 
 
There are No Enemies, Revelation 21:25-27. 
 

Revelation 21:25-27, “And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates 
shall never be closed; and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 
and nothing unclean and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come 
into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 

 
Once again, we are confronted with another incredible description of what Heaven lacks: 
Enemies!  See, in and before Christ’s day, a walled city would always shut their gates at night 
to protect the city from robbers, bandits, or invading armies.  Then with watchmen posted on 
the walls, the city could rest easy knowing that no enemy could attack without forewarning.  
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And yet, according this passage, “the gates of heaven”- which themselves speak of security- 
“never will be closed.”2 And why is that? What city in the ancient world would leave their gates 
open at all times? ONLY THOSE CITIES ASSURED OF THEIR SAFETY ON ACCOUNT OF AN 
ABSENCE OF ITS ENEMIES! 
 
That is the idea here! The gates of Heaven never will be closed because all our enemies- those 
who are “unclean… who practice abomination and lying… whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life” never shall enter it!  Don’t misunderstand here, it is not that there will be 
wicked people on the outside of the city.  Once again, John is thinking of the future in light of 
the present.  And so the image here is one of complete safety and security: All of God’s and 
our present enemies will not be a threat to us in Glory.  And why will that be the case? 
According to Revelation 20:7-15, both God’s and our enemies already will have been cast into 
the Lake of Fire! 
 
And so again we are left to wonder about the deficiencies of heaven.  In heaven we will have 
no enemies!  
 
What an incredible truth!   
 
What are our enemies in this present age? Satan? The present evil world system? Our flesh? 
 
What are the things that cause you most grief? Most worry? Most concern over tomorrow?   
 
Who or what do you dread most? 
 
Name it! In heaven, it will all be gone!   
 
This means: 
 

• No more struggle with sin. 
• No more battling with the frailties of our flesh.   
• No more criminal.  
• No more deceiver.  
• No more murderer.  
• No more liar.   
• No more serpent.   
• No more temptation.  
• No more sin! 

 
Oh blessed Addition through Subtraction! To consider a place (a) bereft of everything that 
would seek our ruin, (b) void of entropy, (c) free of all God’s and our enemies… rightly creates 
in us a longing for this glorious place! 
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There are No Needs 
 

Revelation 22:1-2, “And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street.  And on 
either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 
every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 

 
From this passage there are two ways that John illustrates that there are no needs in Heaven as 
seen in the River of Life. 
 

Revelation 22:1, “And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal…” 
 
As we read this text we must inquire as to how someone in the Apostolic age would have 
understood this description.  While the northern part of Palestine enjoys even today a 
relatively moist climate, much of the Ancient Near East was/is a desert.  As a result, in Paul’s 
day the concept of a “river” took on much more than just a place where water flows. 
 
Most communities in the ancient Near East utilized cisterns to supply their drinking water.  
While life was indeed preserved through these important holes in the ground, the water 
provided from these cisterns was not fresh (N.B., the water which filled a cistern typically came 
from roofs, streets, or a slope from which the water would be channeled).  As such, cisterns 
would be filled with bugs, vermin, trash, and waste of all kinds.  Accordingly, the mentioning 
of a river with “crystal clear water” would have evoked thoughts of well-being and of life- of 
complete satisfaction and delight! For example, Jesus speaks of living water which He offered 
men.  Notice the imagery that is associated with this water: 
 

John 4:13b-14, “...whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to 
eternal life.” 

 
Ezekiel’s vision of the New Jerusalem pictured a river of water flowing from under the temple.  
Once again, notice the imagery that is associated with this river: 
 

Ezekiel 47:9, “And it will come about that every living creature which swarms in every 
place where the river goes, will live...” 

 
The Psalmist speaks of a river whose streams “enable the inhabitants of the city of God to 
rejoice (Psalms 46:4).   Zechariah had a vision of the Kingdom of God in which rivers of “living 
waters” flowed from Jerusalem both eastward and westward (Zechariah 14:8). 
 
Truly, the mentioning of “a river” in the New Jerusalem is packed with significance.  That 
heaven contains a river speaks of the LIFE we someday shall enjoy- a life that is completely 
satisfied and whose needs are completely met! Robert Mounce put it this way: 
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...the central affirmation of the verse is that in the eternal state the faithful will live at 
the source of the life-giving stream which proceeds from the very presence of God.  In 
the hot and arid climate of Palestine this figure would hold special appeal. (Mounce, 
1997, p. 383) 

 
Noting the climate of Palestine, MacArthur wrote this: 
 

Imagine what a river meant to someone living in a barren place like Palestine.  It was a 
welcome place of comfort and rest, refreshment and sustenance.  A river meant cool 
water to a mouth parched by the desert heat. (MacArthur, 2013, p. 114) 

 
Truly, heaven is a place of complete satisfaction: It Has No Needs! Now having said this, notice 
the Source of this river: 
 

Revelation 21:1b, “...coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb.” 
 
Isn’t that beautiful? The benefit that would be derived from this river ultimately has its source- 
not from a street or roof, but- in God the Father and Jesus the Lamb (cf. also John 7:37ff).  As 
we dwell in Glory and there commune with the Lamb, truly we shall enjoy- in the words of Paul- 
“life indeed!” (1 Timothy 6:18).  Or, to repeat a passage I just read, as Christ Himself said: 
 

John 4:13b-14: “...whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to 
eternal life.” 

 
Revelation 21 continues: 
 

Revelation 21:2, “In the middle of its street...” 
 
The picture here is that the “River of Life” flows through the middle of the New Jerusalem.  
Now are we to conclude that, like Amsterdam, the New Jerusalem will have canals which flow 
down the center of the streets? Most likely not! As the river in this text evokes the idea of 
eternal life- abundant life- its center location in Jerusalem pictures the centrality of the life we 
will enjoy in Heaven! 
 
Heaven is nothing less than the time and place when we shall fully and forever enjoy the life 
that Christ has given to us in this world- in heaven, we shall encounter no need! 
 
This ought to thrill us all! For what in this state has ever satisfied your soul? Anything? We want 
and so labor to get that which is most precious in our eyes… only to find ourselves just as empty 
and needy as when we didn’t have it. Augustine said, “We were made for You, O Lord, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you.”  This is why nothing on this side of the grave 
ultimately satisfies! 
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C. S. Lewis put it this way: 
 

Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists.  A baby 
feels hunger: well, there is such a thing as food.  A duckling wants to swim: well, there 
is such a thing as water.  If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world 
can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.  If 
none of my earthly pleasures satisfy it, that does not prove that the universe is a fraud.  
Probably, earthly pleasures were never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to 
suggest the real thing. (Lewis, 1960, pp. 118-121) 

 
Brothers and sisters, behold! In glory our hunger will be fully satisfied in God! 
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End Notes: 
1 See Footnote number 2 in Beasley-Murray’s Revelation, NCB, pg. 326. 
2 See also Isaiah 60:11! 
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