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All right, take your Bibles, now and turn to Acts chapter 24.  I am going to be reading at 
verse 24 down through verses 27.  
 
Now the context brings this.  The apostle Paul was standing before Felix the governor 
and was being accused by the Jews of many things.  And Paul brought his own defense 
before Felix and then afterwards Felix had Paul preach to him in a personal manner.   
 
Now let me say this to you. If you are a believer, don’t ever be afraid to give your 
testimony.   
 
You say, “Wait a minute, no.” 
 
Don’t ever be afraid to give your testimony. The Lord God of heaven thought enough of 
the testimony of the apostle Paul to put it down three times in Scripture.  Three times he 
gave his personal testimony; once before the crowd that nailed him in the temple, once 
also here before Felix and then again before King Agrippa.  And each time when his 
testimony was recorded by the Word of God.  
 
Now if God didn’t think it was important, he wouldn’t put it in there.  But what a lesson 
for us.   
 
So many people today are kind of afraid. They are afraid to stand up and say, “Yes, I am 
a Christian.” 
 
And, you know, when I go to the encampment every year, those kids come from all walks 
of life.  The majority of them don’t have any kind of religious training or whatever.  And 
I have gone to their barracks at night until after hours and the lights are out. The kids are 
in bed and I go in there and have prayer with them and talk to them.  And I tell every one 
of them.  I say, “Don’t be ashamed to take God with you.” 
 
They look at me kind of funny and then about the third night they begin go ask me. And 
by the end of the week they write me notes and letters and I have them. I have some of 
them at home.  I still kept them and I have one or two of them [?] of kids, about 20 kids 
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all signed their name to it, put on there, “Dear chaplain, we are so grateful for your 
spiritual counsel. Without you and God, we couldn’t have made this week.” 
 
You see, and they go back from all over the state of Michigan.  Don’t ever be ashamed to 
give your testimony.  
 
Now why? The apostle Paul wasn’t.   
 
Now tonight we are going to look at the doctrine of procrastination.  Acts chapter 24 
beginning with verse 24. 
 

And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was 
a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.  
And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, 
Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee.  He hoped also that money should 
have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent 
for him the oftener, and communed with him.  But after two years Porcius 
Festus came into Felix’ room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a 
pleasure, left Paul bound.1 

 
 Now this is my last night with you, Lord willing.  I say that because I hope that I can 
come back again in the future.  But as far as our series of meetings are concerned for this 
time, this is my last night because I am unable to stay any longer. We have some other 
engagements that we must meet.   
 
We learn very clearly. We see very clearly in our lesson tonight the doctrine of 
procrastination.  
 
Now, the word “procrastination” is not found in the Scripture. But the doctrine of it is.  
Just like the word “millennium” is not found in the Scripture, but the doctrine of it is.   
 
And so tonight we want to talk to you about the doctrine of procrastination.  There is a 
great danger that some of you are traveling the path of procrastination and, if you do, it 
will lead you into the final place of an eternity in hell. I want you to listen today.   
 
We find today we are going to set before you the doctrine of procrastination as well as its 
final result.  My hope is that the Lord will shake you like he has never shook you before.   
 
I will be honest with you.  I have a burden for you people. I want you converted. I don’t 
want to see anybody in this room in hell. And tonight after we finish the service, the Lord 
willing we will go home. We will go to our various homes, all right. You may never have 
another opportunity to meet like you are meeting here tonight. You may never also have 
another opportunity to hear the Word of God. You may never have another opportunity to 
see me unless you know the Lord.   
                                                
1 Acts 24:24-27. 
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Now why do we tell you this? Because we are creatures of time as well as creatures of 
eternity and time is slipping fast away.   
 
Now God has ordained that we meet tonight just exactly [?]. He has brought out every 
one that is here.  And I hope this hour that the Lord would just open your heart and cause 
you to listen like you have never listened before.   
 
Felix was guilty of procrastination.  And it is so easy to fall into that trap.  Now it is a 
trap of Satan. Every one of us have been guilty of procrastination some time or another. 
 
For example, we know that we are supposed to do something and expressing that it ought 
to be done, but we look at the thing and we say, “Well, I will just wait and do it 
tomorrow.” 
 
That is procrastination. 
 
Now, beloved, tonight, if you know that you ought to get saved, don’t you put it off.  
Don’t you dare put it off.  If the Lord is dealing with you here tonight, you need to be 
saved tonight, not tomorrow.  You need to be saved right there in your seat, right where 
you are and you can be, because the Lord is ready, willing and able to save you right 
there.  
 
Now if you don’t, then you will be guilty of procrastination and procrastination will lead 
to an eternity in hell. This is where it took Felix.  
 
Now let’s look at it for a moment tonight.  Our subject, the doctrine of procrastination.  
We find very clearly our lesson, again, falls into three categories. Number one, we are 
going to look at the meaning of the term.  Number two, we are going to see the method of 
procrastination and then, number three, we will see the results of it. 
 
Now what in the world does the word “procrastination” mean?  Mr. Webster says this.  
And I want to tell you this, too. You could use this because it is a good idea when you 
read the King James version you ought to have a dictionary with you.   
 
Now why, preacher? Because many times you will run into a word that you do not 
exactly understand. All right. You go right to Mr. Webster’s dictionary and you can look 
it up and you will find out he really will give you a very good meaning.   
 
Now, for example, the word “procrastination.” Mr. Webster says this. It means to put off 
from day to day. It means to defer. It means to postpone.  Do you see? 
 
It means to put off. It means to defer. In other words, not do it right then and there. And 
then it means to postpone.  When we were going to buy a new car a long time ago.  
Found out later on we couldn’t afford it, so we began to shop around and we shopped 
around and we looked at this one and we looked at this one and we drive this one and we 
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drive that one and we find very clearly we didn’t like it so we put it off until we found the 
one we really wanted. 
 
No what did we do?  We procrastinated. We finally found one that we ought to have and 
then we took it.   
 
Now the Greek language has the word procrastination. It comes from the word 
apotiyhmi (ap-ot-eeth’-ay-mee) which means to put off from one’s self.  Now that is ok. 
When a person procrastinates they put off from one’s self.   
 
All right, let’s look at it for a moment.  Turn back to Romans chapter 13, if you will.  
Romans chapter 13 and you look with me at verse 12. In Romans chapter 13 and verse 12 
we read: 
 
“The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light.”2 
 
Now what do we have here? It means to put off from one’s self.  
 
Now turn, if you will, to Ephesians chapter four and look with me at verse 22. 
 
In Ephesians chapter four and verse 22 we find these words. Listen to it. 
 

That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind.3 
 

Now turn, if you will, to 2 Peter chapter one and look with me at verse 14.   
 
In 2 Peter chapter one and verse 14 we read: 
 
“Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath shewed me.”4 
 
Now the Greek word apotiyhmi (ap-ot-eeth’-ay-mee) means to put off from one’s self. 
Now it also means to renounce. 
 
And then we come to the Hebrew. We find, listen now.  The Hebrew for the word 
“procrastination” means to put in prison.  The Hebrew means to put in ward. And then 
the Hebrew word means to guard.   
 

                                                
2 Romans 13:12. 
3 Ephesians 4:23-24. 
4 2 Peter 1:14.  
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All right, let’s sum this all up.  Procrastination, it means to put off or defer from day to 
day.  Number two, it means to renounce. And, number three, it means to be on guard so 
you don’t make that mistake. 
 
Now that is procrastination.  You know people today that are procrastinators? I know a 
lot of them.  Maybe some of you here are tonight. You are kind of putting off, putting off. 
You are saying, “Well, pastor, yes, I know I ought to seek the Lord,” but you are putting 
off. 
 
“Pastor, I know I ought to get saved, but...” 
 
Don’t be like a lady in our church that struggled for years till finally a little old Jewish 
preacher by the name of Wendel came to her and she came up to him one night and she 
said, “Oh, brother Wendel, I wish you would pray for me. I am not saved.” 
 
he said, “Well, why aren’t you?” 
 
[?] 
 
She says, “I don’t know.”   
 
He said, “Yes, you do.”  He said, “That is a defense that you have put up.” He said, “The 
Lord is ready to save you. The Lord is willing to save you and the Lord even wants to 
save you. Then why aren’t you saved?” 
 
And, you know, the Lord drove that home. And about two days alter the Lord saved her.  
You see, she was putting it off and procrastinating. And we find that the word 
“procrastinate” means to put off. It means to guard. It means also... it comes from the 
same word “halt” or “waver” between two opinions. 
 
Let me give you an example of that. 1 Kings chapter 18.  Look at it if you will in verse 
21. In 1 Kings chapter 18 and we find in verse 21 the prophet Elijah came to Mount 
Carmel and replied in 1 Kings chapter 18 and verse 21. He said to these people, these 
words. 
 
“And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? 
if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered 
him not a word.”5 
 
We call your attention to that word “how long halt....” How long are you going to 
procrastinate?  How long are you going to put it off? How long are you going to defer? 
How long are you going to defer? How long are you going to postpone it? If the Lord be 
God, follow him.  If Baal be God, follow him.   
 
All right.  Let me ask you a question. [?] 
                                                
5 1 Kings 18:21. 



Page 6 of 19 
 

 
Now, listen. Baal stands for all the false gods in this world.  Jehovah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the true God.  Now you serve one or the other.  How long are you going to 
postpone? How long are you going to waver?  How long are you going to vacillate 
between these two?  
 
“Oh, I would like to get saved, preacher, but it might cost me my business.” 
 
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”6  
 
“Well, preacher, if I got saved everybody is going to laugh at me.”   
 
So what? “The fear of man bringeth a snare.”7  
 
That is all.  What do you care? The Lord Jesus tells us very clearly. He says, “Don’t 
worry about man. He is not in the flesh. What can he do to you?” And then he tells us 
very clearly. He said, “Listen.  Make peace with your adversary quickly while you are in 
the way.” And the adversary is the Lord God of heaven for every sinner. 
 
Now how long, how long are you going to put off?  How long will there be 
procrastination? 
 
Well, you say, “Pastor, I don’t really know.” 
 
Well, maybe we can bring you to a decision tonight.  
 
[?] to Christ you are going to make lots of decisions. You will. I hope that every good 
person here tonight will decide that you are going to be saved.   
 
And you say, “Preacher, wait a minute. No.”  
 
You determine in your heart. If the Lord is dealing with you and he has been touching 
your heart at all, all right, then you determine in your heart that by the grace of God you 
are going to meet me on Canaan’s happy shore. And then by the grace of God, come 
what may, sink of swim, live or die, no matter who stands in your way, you are going to 
go to Christ.   
 
That is what you have to do.  Or you will follow the pathway of old Felix. 
 
Now let’s go back to Acts chapter 24 and you look with me for a moment or two and let’s 
see here. We have given you the meaning of the term procrastination. Now let’s look at 
the method of procrastination. 
 
In verse 24 and 25 we read these words: 
                                                
6 Mark 8:36.  
7 Proverbs 29:25.  
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“And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he 
sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.” 
 
All right. Now let’s stop right here.  You have heard me preach concerning faith in Christ 
this week.  And you are no different than Felix. He heard Paul preach concerning faith in 
Christ. All right. Now look at the next verse. 
 

And as [Paul] reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I 
have a convenient season, I will call for thee.   He hoped also that money 
should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore 
he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him.8 

 
Now let’s look at the method of procrastination. The method of procrastination has five 
aspects to it.  
 
Number one, it is brought about by the searching of the conscience, life and future. Look 
at verse 25. 
 
“And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix 
trembled.”9 
 
Now what is that talking about? It meant that God dealt with his heart.  It meant that he 
knew what Paul was talking about.  
 
Now what was Paul talking about?  We find, listen now.  Felix trembled. That word 
“trembled” means to be thrown into a fear.  It means to be terrified. It means to be 
affrighted. And we find this word that is used in Acts chapter 24 is used also in Luke 24 
and verse five, in Acts chapter 10 and verse four and Revelation chapter 11 and verse 
three.  
 
You see, God used the same word and we find it means to be terrified. It means to be 
thrown into fear. 
 
All right, now how is a person thrown into fear? When God begins to deal with their 
heart. 
 
Now Felix, notice.  We find that he trembled. We find also that the conscience of Felix 
caused this trembling because of what Paul preached. Now what did Paul reason with 
Felix about? Three things. Notice it.  We find very clearly he reasoned of righteousness. 
In other words, Paul was telling Felix very clearly, “Felix, the only righteousness that is 
going to get you to heaven is the righteousness imputed to you and given to you by the 

                                                
8 Acts 24:25-26. 
9 Acts 24:25.  
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person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.” And that is the same message we have been 
telling you.   
 
The only way you are going to go to heaven is not through your dad or your mother or 
your uncle or your aunt or the preacher’s coat tails or the evangelist’s word. No, sir. You 
are going to go to heaven only through the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. You 
have got to have a personal relationship with him. 
 
Do you? 
 
If you don’t, my friend, you are not going to be in heaven. You are not going to stand 
before God except only through Christ.  And there is only one way and we find when 
Paul preached this, we see very clearly that Felix trembled. 
 
Now Paul preached of righteousness.  Paul also preached of temperance, but why? Felix 
was an adulterer.  Let that soak in. Felix was living in adultery.  And we find that word 
temperance there means self control. 
 
All right, let me ask you a question here tonight. Is there sin in your life that you can’t 
give up right at this hour?  Is there?  Is there something that has a greater hold on you 
than the claims of Christ? If it is, you have got to turn that thing down. 
 
Now if you are a religious sinner I can tell you right now you are going to have to cast off 
all your religion.  You are going to have to cast it off. Like I was telling you the other 
night, I said, “When brother Shelton came and preached in Bastard, Louisiana, I was a 
Baptist preacher and I was an evangelist and known all over the area and I was known as 
a [?] and I didn’t know Christ. And on a Thursday night that he was preaching my church 
was all tore up and brother Shelton was going home.  
 
He told my wife, he said, “Get my clothes ready. I am going home.” 
 
And my wife came and told me and I walked into his room and I said, “You are going 
home tonight?” 
 
He said, “Yes.” 
 
I said, “Why?” 
 
He said,. “Your church is all tore up.” And he says, “I don’t know where you are going to 
be.” 
 
And I find later on he was scared to death of me.   
 
And I turned to him and I said, “Brother Shelton,” I said, “You can’t go.” I said, “You are 
being true to my soul.”   
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And, beloved, I had to make a decision that night to either side with him and what he was 
preaching or to side with my church and my deacons who were up in arms against that 
preaching. And I wasn’t saved at that time, but I knew and I knew that I knew it, that if I 
had left that man go home I would have never got converted.   
 
Now what was that? That was a decision that had to be made.   
 
There are some of you here tonight. You might have to make a decision similar to that. 
You may have to... so you will have to turn your back on your old life and say, “Come 
what may, Lord, I am going to follow you.” And then you will follow on to know the 
Lord. And it will be the greatest thing that can happen to you. 
 
Now what has happened?  Felix here trembled. Paul preached to him of righteousness. He 
preached to him of temperance and the he preached to him of the judgment to come. 
 
And I am going to tell you this. God gave Felix several opportunities. How do you know? 
 
Again in verse 25 look at it. 
 

And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, 
Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee.  He hoped also that money should 
have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent 
for him the oftener, and communed with him.10 

 
All right, now notice this. We find Felix trembled. The conscience of Felix caused this 
trembling, because God began to do with him about his sin. 
 
Is God dealing with you about your sin? If he isn’t, you are not ready to get saved, but if 
he is dealing with you about your sin, I beg of you tonight, don’t procrastinate. I don’t 
know what you are... what is in your heart, but my Lord does and if something that I say 
pricks you especially and personally, don’t blame me. That is God doing that because I 
can’t see your heart.  But I do know this, that when we preach the gospel, rest assured of 
one thing and preach of judgment and righteousness and temperance, individuals get 
upset. Now self control means very clearly and that is what temperance means about, 
means, I should say.  And then Paul preached also of judgment.   
 
Now, beloved, I offer you no hope outside of the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no hope for 
you. Some of you girls here tonight, you are precious [?] you [?] out to be a movie star. 
Yeah. I am going to tell you this. That is not going to carry you to heaven. 
 
Some of you have on marvelous personalities. Some of you are just as generous as you 
could be.  That is not going to carry you to heaven. The only thing that will carry you to 
heaven is a personal relationship between you and the Lord Jesus Christ. And you have to 
be born again. 
                                                
10 Acts 24:25-26. 
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Now Felix was told this and we find very clearly Felix trembled of the judgment to come. 
Now this is what happens under procrastination.  Procrastination is brought about by a 
searching of the conscience and of the right and of the future.   
 
Now where are you going to go when you die? You are going to heaven or you are going 
to hell. Where are you going to go?  If you are not saved tonight and you die and leave 
this earth, you are going to hell. And when you get there, rest assured of one thing, you 
will never get out.   
 
Now I have got three brothers. As far as I know they are all in hell, three of them. And to 
my amazement I found out after one of them had been killed by a collapsing of a garage 
because of the ice storm that later on he used to listen to my broadcast.  I didn’t know 
that.   
 
My one brother the night before he died he sat there and mocked with my sister-in-law 
and mocked the things of God and he said these words.  He said, “My hell isn’t on this 
earth.”  And he said, “My heaven is on earth.” And he said, “I don’t want anything to do 
with humility.” 
 
And the next morning he got up. He dressed himself.  He went off to make his calls 
because he was a salesman. At noon he had dinner with his wife and at one o'clock he 
kissed his wife and he said, “I will see you for supper,” and he walked into this particular 
building. He made a call on that individual and as he came walking across the lobby, he 
walked across the lobby and suddenly he collapsed and the policeman came over there. 
He was gone.  [?] 
 
My brother and I don’t want you [?] and [?] go there unless you get saved. I have no 
guarantee that you will be there.  [?] you will be there unless you get saved.  
 
Now don’t put off. Procrastination is putting off.  [?] it is brought about by the searching 
of conscience, [?] and future.   
 
Now the [?] of procrastination is this.  [?] procrastinates, backs away from any positive 
decision that needs to be made at that time.  Now look again, Acts chapter 24 verse 25. 
 
“And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix 
trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I 
will call for thee.”11 
 
Now what did Paul do? Paul pressed Felix for a decision. Do you know that? He was 
warning Felix of the judgment to come. He was warning Felix that there is no 
righteousness outside of Christ.  And we read that Felix was terrified. He was afraid.    
 

                                                
11 Acts 24:25. 
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Are some of you here tonight afraid?   You ought to be if you don’t know Christ.  And, 
beloved, when God begins to put that fear in you, it is because he loves you.  
 
For “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.”12 
 
And you need to fear God.  And we find tonight that when an individual begins to 
procrastinate, what do they do?  It is brought about by the searching of their conscience, 
their life and their future. 
 
And then we find that an individual who procrastinates, we see that they do this. He 
backs away or she backs away from any positive decision at that time. 
 
Now notice verse 25 again.  
 
“Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient 
season, I will call for thee.”13 
 
Now notice. Felix trembled but he didn’t come to repentance. Now it is ok.  There are 
lots of people that have trembled, but don’t come to repentance.  
 
I think of two school teachers at this time that used to come to my church. He helped 
build that building. He helped paint it and he sat in my Sunday school class for at least 
four years and never came to repentance.  And I haven’t seen him now in several years.  
Not only that, I saw one time in one of the stores and found out he has got a funny 
looking hair cut and everything like that, you know, and we find out that they are just as 
unconcerned as they could be. And then one of my men saw him later on and he asked 
him. He said, “Dave,” he said, “You going to church anywhere?” 
 
“No.  We don’t think it is as important as you think it is.”  
  
And that [?] they sat under my preaching and trembled. They raised their hand and said, 
“Pray for me. I am a lost sinner.” I have seen them cry.  They were like Felix. They 
trembled, but didn’t come to repentance.  
 
Are some of you here like that?  Are you trembling, but you are not coming to 
repentance? If you are, you are procrastinating and I urge you tonight, don’t 
procrastinate. 
 
Now notice.  Felix backed away because Felix lived on assumption.  
 
You say, “What are you talking about? 
 
Again, verse 25. 
 
                                                
12 Psalms 11:10; Proverbs 9:10.  
13 Acts 24:25.  
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“Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient 
season, I will call for thee.”14 
 
Now where did he live? He lived on assumption.  He assumed that he would have another 
opportunity to hear the gospel.  
 
My own people are like that over and over again. Two weeks ago one of my men came 
up to me after the services and said, “Pastor, what is it going to take to get these people 
saved?” 
 
I said, “John, I wish I knew.” 
 
He said, “Listen to them.” He said, “I don’t think you could preach any harder than you 
preached tonight.” He said, “I don’t think you could preach any more powerful than you 
preached tonight.” But he said, “Listen to them.” 
 
And they were out in the lobby. He said, “Listen to them. There is no concern.” 
 
I said, “That is right.”  
 
How about you? Does it concern you?  Aren’t you concerned if you die this morning? 
Aren’t you concerned of the fact that Jesus Christ is your enemy unless you surrender to 
him?  And that all the power of heaven is aimed at you like a mighty canon and that all 
my Lord has to do is say, “All right, that is it.” And out into eternity you go.  Aren’t you 
concerned? Or are you doing like Felix? Procrastinating? 
 
Paul? Not this time. When I have a more convenient season, I will call you. 
 
And he did. God gave him another opportunity.   You see, he lived in assumption because 
he backed away from any positive decision at that time and he blindly assumed that there 
would be a more convenient time allocated to him. 
 
And I say, “Well, how do you know that?” 
 
Well, look again at verse 25.  Look at what it says.  
 
“Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.”15 
 
You see, it didn’t register and, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment.”16 
 
It didn’t register with him that his life is nothing but a vapor.  And it is passing away. 
And like the song writer said: 

                                                
14 Acts 24:25.  
15 Ibid.  
16 Hebrews 9:27. 
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I have only one life on this earth  
And as vapor it's passing away.  
I must labor for treasures of worth,  
Ere toil ends at the close of the day. 
 

Now, beloved, your life is like that.  Let me say it to you kindly, because I love you folks. 
The oldest funeral I ever had, the oldest man I ever preached his funeral was 96.  The 
youngest person whose funeral I ever preached was a baby six hours old.  And both died.   
 
You may die tonight.  Don’t put off. Close with Christ this hour. Don’t procrastinate.  My 
Lord wants to save you. He holds out his arms and says to you very clearly, “Come. 
Come. 
 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”17 
 
Aren’t you weary of your sin? Aren’t you weary of the burden that you carry and that you 
can’t get rid of it? God has made your sin to be a burden. All right, you bring it to Christ. 
Come on. 
 
He says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.”18 
 
All right, now notice.  Why did Felix procrastinate?  Well, we’ll tell you.  Felix lived on 
assumption. He assumed there would be another time and we find very clearly in the 
original language in verse 25 he says, “Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee.”19 
 
The original language says, “For the present go thou, but taking time later, I will send for 
you later.” 
 
Now why did he put it off?  Want me to tell you?  The temporal things of his life were 
more important to him. 
 
Now everybody here tonight, if you are old enough, you have got to work [?].  If a man 
won’t work, he won’t eat.  Now I understand that.  But I am going to tell you this, 
beloved.  You can be a [?] at your job if you know Christ than if you don’t know him. 
And the Lord has brought you here tonight and you will hear this message and I hope that 
it will register.  And I hope that nobody, nobody here will procrastinate and put it off.  
Listen.  If there is anything more important to you than knowing the Lord Jesus Christ, 
you not even ready to get saved. Do you know that?  You are not ready.  
 

                                                
17 Matthew 11:28.  
18 Ibid.  
19 Acts 24:25.  
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And I have people that say, “Oh, pastor, pray for me. I am lost.  I am a wicked sinner.” 
 
And I will tell you right now. You would never know it. You would never know it.  Oh 
they are there. They are in church.  But all you have to do is listen to them.  During the 
conference it was so evident.  It was so very evident. 
 
One man, he said, “I am a wicked sinner, pastor. I am a wicked sinner.” 
 
 
And during that [?] conference, I think [?] and I believe [?] right afterwards and it was the 
day that the Toronto Blue Jays clinched the pennant. They beat the Yankees. And I will 
tell you right now. One of the men was going downstairs. We were going to have lunch 
afterwards and this man had as soon as the service was over he raced out into his car. The 
other man was dwelling on how good the service was and how wonderful it was to hear 
God’s Word. And this man came running down and he said, “[?],” he said, “Guess 
what?” He says. “The Blue Jays clinched the pennant.” 
 
Tracey turned and looked at him and says, “Bill, I don’t care that they did. I am more 
interested in what I heard.”  
 
And the man got mad. 
 
You see, he was procrastinating. 
 
What was his heart and mind set on?  The temporal things of this life. And, beloved, 
tonight I don’t care who you are. It doesn’t make any difference.  
 
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”20 
 
And our Lord says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.”21 
 
Now procrastination goes one step further.  Felix also was given several opportunities. 
Look at verse 26. 
 
In Acts chapter four and verse 26 we read: 
 
“He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: 
wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him.”22 
 
Now what happened here?  Felix was blessed with several opportunities.  Now hold your 
seat.  Listen now.  He communed often with Paul. He wanted Paul to give him some 

                                                
20 Mark 8:36. 
21 Matthew 6:33.  
22 Acts 24:26.  



Page 15 of 19 
 

money, but Paul wouldn’t give him a dime. In the first place, he didn’t have it.  In the 
second place, he wouldn’t have given it to him anyway.  
 
Paul talked with Felix many times. Listen now.  Felix was blessed with several 
opportunities.  He not only conversed often with the apostle Paul, but now look at verse 
27. Two years were given him to get saved. Two full years. Look at verse 27. 
 
“But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix’ room: and Felix, willing to shew the 
Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound.”23 
 
[?] throw aside that procrastination and get dead serious with God tonight.  He wants to 
save you. That is the whole purpose of these meetings.  Nothing else, not to give your 
money. That is not the purpose. Not because you like me so well and I like you. That is 
true.  At least I hope it is. It is on my part.  I am going to say it is.  The sole reason we 
have come down here is to be true to your soul and to warn you of hell and of the 
judgment and of an eternity without Christ because, beloved, there is a heaven to gained. 
There is a hell to shun.  And if I am not true to your soul, then I am a false preacher. 
 
And we find here the doctrine of procrastination and people are following this. It is so 
easy to slip into it.  And I will tell you why. Our whole society today is one of 
procrastination.  
 
Go to your job and you try to find out. Get somebody, if you will, that will really make 
the decision.   
 
I will tell you right now. It is almost impossible to find him.   
 
I worked as a superintendent at [?] for one year.  And that was all.  I [?] and I will tell you 
why. Nobody would make a decision.  And I had to work.  And when I did it they turned 
around tried to cut my throat and I wouldn’t put up with it.   
 
All right, listen. You are going to make a decision here tonight, one way or the other. 
You are either going to decide to continue to procrastinate or else you will decide to get 
saved.  I hope it will be the latter, because it is the greatest thing that can happen to you 
when the Lord Jesus saves you. 
 
All right, now look at this.  Felix was blessed with several opportunities. He conversed 
often with the apostle Paul and two years were given to him to make his choice.  And I 
dare say tonight I can say that about some of you.  I am going to tell you this. God has 
given you more than two years.  He has given you more than two years to come to Christ. 
And do you know what is happening?  You are just kind of goofing along. You are just 
procrastinating.   
 
Oh, you probably haven’t been realizing it, but that is what happens. [?] 
 
                                                
23 Acts 24:27.  
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“Yeah, I ought to get saved, but...” 
 
Let me ask you a question.  What is more important to you here tonight than coming to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ?  I will tell you this kindly. There is nothing.  If there is 
something more important to you tonight than knowing the Lord Jesus Christ, you are in 
an awful state.  And God would just let you go.   
 
Now, finally, in your consternation, listen, now.  Here is the mercy of God set forward. It 
is brought about by a searching of life, future [?] and conscience. We find also we see 
very clearly the individual backs away from any positive decision to be made at that time. 
They finally assume that more time will be allocated to them. Then, in God’s mercy, they 
are blessed with several opportunities. But now one more thing. Look at Acts chapter 27 
or 24 and verse 27. 
 
“But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix’ room: and Felix, willing to shew the 
Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound.”24 
  
All right, now here is the last aspect of procrastination. Felix was one day blocked by a 
change of command.   
 
You say, “Wait a minute.”   
 
One day the emperor suddenly, but absolutely and personally he said, “Felix, you are 
transferred.” 
 
Felix had no answer and we find after three years what happened?  Portius Festus came 
into Felix’ room. 
 
Now Felix was removed by a higher authority.   
 
Beloved, tonight, here is the awesomeness of this hour. This may be the last hour that 
God will give you to hear the truth. He is the higher authority.  And all he has to do is 
say, “That is all.”   
 
You say, “Preacher, what are you talking about?” 
 
Well, let me give you a personal example of how quick it happened. 
 
Now I don’t mind. Don’t misunderstand now, but I want to give you a personal example 
of how quick it can take place.   
 
You have here tonight Melinda. Where is her husband?  [?] he was transferred up [?]. 
What happened? His job was lost. He is [?] to get another job and that job was where?  
Up [?] in Idaho.  He had not the privilege of [?] services like you are.   
 
                                                
24 Ibid.  
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Now what happened? God permitted it.  My prayer is that the Lord threw him up there so 
he could save him where he is by himself.   
 
All right, listen.  The real card of heaven is the higher chain of command.  And my Lord 
may say after tonight, “That is all,” and move you out.  He [?] clear across the country.  
He might transfer you into eternity.  It comes that quick. 
 
Now notice.  Felix was removed by a higher authority. All right, but now notice. Felix 
got off his procrastination.  He procrastinated with regard to coming to Christ, but now 
notice. He got off it.  He resolved in the final analysis to side with the enemies of God.   
 
Where in the world did you find that? 
 
Look in verse 26 or verse 27. 
 
“But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix’ room: and Felix, willing to shew the 
Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound.”25 
 
Now some of you might be saying  here, “Now that is the [?] against this kind of 
preaching.” 
 
All right. Are you [?].   
 
“He that is not with me is against me,”26 the Lord said. “He that gathereth not with me 
scattereth abroad.”27 
 
You are on one side or the other.  You can’t sit on the fence.   
 
Now if the Lord is dealing with your heart tonight, you are going to have to take this 
stand on the side of [?] 100 percent.  You are going to have to go to the unsaved loved 
ones and say, “Folks, I am a lost sinner.” 
 
You may have to go to your friends and say, “Look, I am not going there anymore. I am 
not going to do those things anymore.  I am a lost sinner. God showed me that. I am 
going to seek the Lord.” 
 
Oh, they say, “We prayed.” 
 
No.  Don’t you procrastinate.  Procrastination, inevitably leads to siding with the enemies 
of God.   
 
Now let me finish.  How many of you are like Felix tonight? Are you a Felix?  [?] are 
you a Felix? 

                                                
25 Ibid.  
26 Matthew 12:30.  
27 Ibid.  
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You say,. “Preacher, I don’t want to be.” 
 
You don’t have to be.  Are you going to procrastinate?  Listen.  A more convenient for 
you to get saved is not in existence at this hour.   
 
You say, “What do you mean?” 
 
A more convenient time could not be had than right here at this time.   
 
Let me [?]. You builders here tonight.  How many of you will just [?] to see somebody 
get saved? Put your hand up.  Come on. Put your hand up.  You really want that, don’t 
you?  Have you been praying that they will?  All right. Now listen.  Here [?] want you to 
get saved. I want you to get saved.  [?] wants you to get saved. All right. A more 
convenient time than right now couldn’t be had for you, because listen.  Today is the day 
of salvation. 
 
Now in the world does a person get saved?  Well, you must repent. And I don’t need to 
talk to you about repentance because you know what it is. Then, you must believe.    
 
Well, what is faith in Christ?  Let me give you Mr. Spurgeon’s definition. I [?] one, but 
this is what he said that faith in Christ is.  
 
“Faith in Christ is believing that Christ is all that he says he is.” 
 
Are you listening?  Christ is all that he says he is. All right, what does he say?  He is our 
God. He is our substitute. He is our sovereign. He is our Savior. He is our surety. He is 
our King.  And he promises because he says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”28 
 
Now do you believe that?  Christ is all that he says he is, all right? Then faith has a little 
aspect to it. 
 
The second aspect of faith is this.  Christ is not only... we not only believe that Christ is 
all that he says he is, but we also believe that Christ will do all that he says he will do.   
 
Now what does our Lord say? 
 
“Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”29 
 
“Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”30 
 

                                                
28 John 14:6.  
29 John 6:37.  
30 Acts 2:21.  
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“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”31 
 
You see?   
 
All right. Christ is all that he said he is. He will do all that he said he will do and then the 
final aspect of faith is this.  We expected him.  
 
So faith is believing that Christ is all that he says he is, he will do all that he says he will 
do and that expected of him.   
 
Now I am going to ask you a question. Are you expecting the Lord Jesus Christ to take 
you to heaven, believer? Yes or no?  [?] 
 
I am expecting it. He can come any day.  Are you expecting the Lord Jesus to present you 
spotless before his Father with exceeding joy?  I sure am.   
 
“Well, preacher, aren’t you concerned because you sin?” 
 
No. You are not, no.  The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s son, cleanses me from all 
sin. My sin [?]. God [?].  The justice of God can’t charge me.  The holiness of God and 
the [?] of God can’t charge me.  Do you know why? Christ is my substitute. And as my 
wife sang that song, “Unworthy I am to hold to his hand.” 
 
But listen. He has held mine ever since 1960 and he has never let go.  Now I expect that. 
 
You see [?] and, beloved, tonight, are you going to procrastinate? Are you a Felix? I hope 
not, because listen. The change of command can come at any time.  It could be [?] or 
could it be that I will be moved. I may never seen you on the face of this earth again.  I 
may never see you on the face of this earth again.  I don’t know. I don’t. 
 
But listen. Procrastination leads to determination to side with God’s enemies and then to 
eternal damnation.   
 
 

                                                
31 Romans 10:9.  


