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City Life…Is it for you? 

 

By way of introduction, Concerning Matters of the Afterlife 

 

1. The Gospel of Christ is still the glory of God, and always will be.
1
 

 
Our nature fell in Adam’s fall,  

One common sin infects us all,  
From sire to son the bane descends,  

And over all the curse impends.  
 

Through all man’s pow’rs corruption creeps  
And him in dreadful bondage keeps;  
In guilt he draws his infant breath,  

And reaps its fruits of woe and death.  
 

But Christ, the second Adam, came  
To bear our sin and woe and shame,  

To be our life, and by His grace  
To new-create our fallen race.  

 
And by one man, all mankind fell  

And, born in sin, was doomed to hell,  
So by one Man, who took our place,  
We saints received the gift of grace.  
Alive in Christ! We’re alive in Christ!
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2. God is not glorified by those having “Last Days Syndrome.” 

 

By way of introduction, Concerning the New Jerusalem 

 

1. The New Jerusalem is not “Heaven” (21:2). 

2. The New Jerusalem is not the New Heaven or New Earth (21:1).
3
 

3. The New Jerusalem has a builder (21:10).
4
 

4. This city has but one street (21:21). 

 

1. City Life May Be For You If Turmoil Can Be Taken.  

 

21:4 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 

There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
5
  

                                                             
1Scripture is the world’s largest chiasm.  
2 https://psallos.bandcamp.com/album/romans [accessed September 22, 2016]. 
3 We see the disappearing act of the first heaven and the first earth. It could be argued (although I think it is secondary, if at 

all) that John is saying that the origin of the beast (“the sea”; Revelation 13:1) will be destroyed.  

It does seem more likely, though, that John is drawing a contrast with the first creation (Genesis 1:1-2). So, if the first thing 

that Moses talks about in Genesis 1 concerning the old earth is that it was covered with water. Well then, why do you think that in 

Revelation 21:1, the first thing he uses to describe the new earth is “no water?” No chaos. No disorder. No ambiguity. No lifelessness. 

No fruitlessness. New. Think about that.  
4 Before, I would have said that I don’t think that the new Jerusalem descends out of heaven until after the old earth is crushed 

and destroyed and thrown away. I would have said that because of the order of things here. But it doesn’t say in Revelation 21:2 that 

new Jerusalem “came down from God out of the new heaven.” Based on John 14:1-3, the preparations of the New Jerusalem are either 

already completed or continuously going on even yet so that at the time of the millennial kingdom, those of us that have passed from 

this life and come into the millennial kingdom behind the Lord on his white horse and ruling and reigning with him on earth simply go 

home to the city each evening. There’s still going to be day and night in the millennial kingdom. I know. It’s awkward. No night in the 

city, yet night in the kingdom on earth?   
5 It seems like this refers back to Revelation 20:11 where the “first Heaven and first earth passed away.” 

https://psallos.bandcamp.com/album/romans
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Isaiah 25:8 He’ll wipe away death in victory and the Lord will wipe away tears from off their faces…19 

and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. The days of thy 

mourning shall be ended.
6
 

 

 But there are some people who have not yet seen themselves outside the identity of pain. They love their 

sorrow and pain and mourning and cannot imagine life without it. They don’t feel romantic about it, they just 

can’t do life without their pain. They lust after the completion it brings them, and they have decided that it is a 

part of who they are. They would rather have misery than the body of Christ. They would rather have 

discomfort than joy, but if you can imagine a day, and you dream of a day, when no creaking pains invade your 

glorified body, then city life is for you. If you’re ok finding work outside of the medical profession, then city 

life may be for you. If mortuary affairs and hospitals and rehabilitation centers hold no eternal appeal to you, 

then city life might be for you. 

 Since Heaven is not a sad place; and since the New Jerusalem that comes out of Heaven is not a sad 

place; if you are ok having somebody wipe away your tears, then city life is for you. With nothing to worry 

about and nothing to keep you fretting and nothing to keep the phone chain a-going and the saints a-moaning, 

will you fit in within that city? This same John wrote in his first letter, 1 John 3:8b,  

 

 For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

 

2. City Life May Be For You If City Walls Are Acceptable. 

 

21:10 -13 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the 

holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a 

most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall I mean, if 

you are a bleeding heart that thinks everybody should be let in, “City life may not be for you.” You’d have a 

problem with the mayor of the city. You’d have a problem with the laws of the city. Since Jesus prepared this 

place, and it has walls, you may not like Jesus. You may not like the city. You may not even like the citizens. 

As a matter of fact, you may just be a treasoner at heart.  

Now, I feel it necessary to say that policy is not the same as God “putting somebody on your doorstep.” 

We ought to look at everybody who is living peacefully nearby as a potential neighbors and fellow members of 

Adam’s race and candidates for salvation. We should even look at the lousy policies of lazy politicians as God’s 

tools to bring the mission field to us.  However, you could also look in this Scripture and find that Jesus Christ, 

when found in Scripture building a city, he has a tall wall. 

  

It should be noted that His wall does have gates.  

 

with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the 

twelve tribes of the children of Israel:13 three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on 

the south, and three gates on the west. God and the Lamb are interested in visitors. This is not a God Who 

begrudges guests: 

 

Revelation 21:24-26 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the 

earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no 

night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it.  

                                                             
6 John is not writing new material. Hey, he wants the churches to whom he is writing to be encouraged; but the first thing he’s 

trying to get you to see is that this is a fulfillment of Isaiah the prophet. What you’re going to see in the future is a fulfillment of what 

Isaiah has always told the people of God.  
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Isaiah 60:24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it. The Gentiles shall 

come to thy light.
7
 

 

It should be noted that His city has a citizenship.  

 

Revelation 21:27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or 

a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  

 

The Lamb’s Book of Life is the registry of the residents to the holy city, to the New Jerusalem; all who belong 

in the city have their names in the book of life.   

 So, as long as you’re ok with walls, around which nobody goes without proper citizenship and through which nobody goes 

without going through particular gates, maybe city life is for you. On one hand, be sure you’re  a citizen of the New Jerusalem. On 

the other hand, be sure you don’t hold a candidate to a higher standard than you hold your King—King Jesus. On the other hand, 

perhaps the reason why you have such an issue with just about everything and everybody Christlike—like a controlled citizenship—

is because you are in not a Christian? Just an idea.  But if you are a citizen and your name is in the registry; if you would be 

welcomed inside the gates—not having climbed over—then city life may be for you. 

 

It should be noted that you don’t want everybody in your city.  

 

Revelation 22:14-15 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the 

tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and 

sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.  

 

If you feel at home with magic and fornication and self-worship and deceit and story-telling and 

pretense…then city life may not be for you. There are walls around this city. If you can’t stand the idea of 

heavily vetting those who come inside your wall…then you may actually have a problem with God. 

 

3. City Life May Be For You If Christ is Your “Ultimate.” 

 

21:22  

But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. “Temples” are not evil 

or bad or even unnecessary. They had a purpose. They have a purpose in Heaven. They have no purpose in the 

New Jerusalem.  You see, the New Jerusalem is a wonderful place, and earlier in this book there is a “temple in 

Heaven.” Out from this temple came “lightening and thundering and earthquakes and voices and hail” (11:19); 

out from this temple came angels crying for judgment (14:15-17); out from the temple came plagues of wrath 

                                                             
7John wants you to know the book of Isaiah is being fulfilled right here in these verses. Shadows of fulfillment in the first 

coming of Christ? Yes. Ultimate fulfillment in the events that surround the second coming of Christ? Yes. We could give this up to the  
Holy Spirit’s perfect recall of Isaiah. This is not hard at all for us to conceive as John has been staring into Heaven for chapters. 

Here are some other reasons to consider the idea of the New Jerusalem descend- ing before or during the millennium: 1. We 

have kings bringing honor to the city in 21:24. What is the point of talking about kings of the earth bringing their glory and honor into a 

New Jerusalem if we’re talking about kings of the earth of a future heaven and earth that hasn’t been created yet? 2. Why would Christ 

prepare such a place for His people to be in for little or no time before they are away from it for 1,000 years? 3. Why would nations 

need to be healed? There are trees, or at least a tree, within the city for this purpose (22:2). Is there really a curse in the New Heaven 

and New Earth, already forecasted? It seems better to say that these are the nations who have survived the Great Tribulation and are 

granted access to the millennium, prior to the New Heaven and New Earth. 4. Gog and Magog surround the New Jerusalem at the end of 

the millennium (20:9). How could this happen if the city has not yet descended? 

So that is why I’m putting forth the idea that there is room in the text to believe that just like John can’t write about two things 

at once, he wrote about something and then started talking about something that took place in what he wrote. It’s a lot like Genesis 1. 

Genesis 1 talks about the first six days of creation and then in Genesis 2 he talks about the sixth day of creation again where he made 
man and made him a wife and named the animals.  
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(15:5-6). When you know that the temple told stories of turmoil, judgment, and wrath, it makes the existence of 

a temple in the New Jerusalem bring unpleasantness and grief into the city. 

 So instead of the turmoil and terror and fear of bloodshed as in the temples of heaven and earth, there is 

simply the chief offerer, the Almighty, and the chief offering, the Lamb. Instead of the forms of dead 

animals—as is the typical image that comes to mind when we think of a temple—we have the last sacrifice of 

the Almighty Who is the Lamb.
8
  

 Some of us are so attached to the way things remind us of feelings in our lives and we mistake it for the 

presence of God. For you, it might be the special song granny sang that makes you think of Heaven and for me 

it might be 5 more people in the pews than last Sunday. Either way, it is exchanging the shadow for the 

substance, and if you’d prefer to have your religion of forms instead of the Almighty and the Lamb, city life 

might not be for you. 

 What is this really, but a sort of idolatry?  

 

Revelation 22:9 -11 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and 

of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”
9
   

 

Apparently, John the Revelator loved angels and fell at their feet, and the angel says, “Nobody here worships anybody but Jesus.” 

 

Revelation 19:10 I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus,
10

  

 

While I’m at it, if religion form can be an idol, how much more that which has nothing to do with religion? 

Nobody cares how amazing of an athlete you are in the New Jerusalem. You’re not going to be bowing to your 

precious babies in the New Jerusalem. We better get our priorities right. In the New Jerusalem, nobody is talking 

about their cottage or their boat. Nobody is wearing their favorite Carolina Panthers jersey. I say unto you that if 

idolatry doesn’t happen in the New Jerusalem, idolatry has no place among God’s people here. Perhaps some of 

those things have our attention for good.  

If having your ultimate fulfillment in Christ is a little mundane for you; if your Creator being everything 

you need is a little shallow to you; then city life may not be for you. I said at the outset that the Gospel will never 

cease to be of utmost importance in this assembly, but when I speak of the wonderful results of the Gospel… 

 

1. Justification in God’s court 

2. Forgiveness of sins 

3. Salvation from God’s wrath in this life and the next 

4. Deliverance from besetting sins here 

5. Adoption into God’s family 

6. Heaven as our home; then the New Jerusalem 

7. Purging of our conscience from guilt… 

 

…these are all wonderful and splendid and sweet, but these are not the chief gifts of the Gospel. The grandest gift 

of the Gospel is having God Himself in Our physical and literal possession; or as the great theologian Josh Turner 

would say: 

 

“One Day We’ll Live together where the angels trod, Me & God”
11

 

                                                             
8 This has been the plan all along: “God provides Himself a Lamb” (Genesis 22:6-8).  
9 I know it’s not an identical reaction from this second angel of the last seven but it is a reaction that is much like—both of 

them say basically, “I’m just like you.” 
10 Now, think about that. If these angels are prophets, who are they? As stated previously, I believe that the angel that rebukes 

John in chapter 19 is actually the Prophet Ezekiel returning to us. 

 
11 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGZV2Sr1sTg [accessed 9/24/16] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGZV2Sr1sTg
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4. City Life May Be For You If Fruitful Work Sounds Fulfilling. 

 

22:3 

And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants 

shall serve Him. Well, that’s not new. We found in chapter 7 that you have a multitude of which no man could 

number of every kindred, tribe, people and nation and they are serving God in the temple. What is new is that 

there is no temple in the New Jerusalem so they’re serving God directly. We spoke about this in that passage on 

Father’s Day, we we’ll not belabor the point: If you can’t see ever enjoying a work for God; if you don’t like 

working for Him now. If you never see your mission on earth as “completing a work,” then don’t expect your 

character to change before citizenship of the city. City life may not be for you. 

 

5. City Life May Be For You If “Night Life” Can Vanish. 

 

22:5  

There shall be no night there: We already saw this in 21:26. This must be a big deal. They need no lamp nor 

light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. The source of light is given in Genesis 1:14 and then you 

see that it’s removed here. When God is everywhere, there is no place for light not to be. There isn’t a need for 

a source. Because God is everywhere, the light is everywhere. Incidentally, there was light on day one before 

the sun and moon and stars were given on day 4. It’s in reverse here. The light is coming from those bodies, and 

then there is light after those bodies. and they shall reign forever and ever.
12

  

 

Revelation 21:23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God 

illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.  

 

Isaiah 60:19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light 

unto thee. 20 but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall 

no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light 
 

Again, if you read back to the bowls of wrath in the book of Revelation, you will find a darkness so thick it can 

be cut, and that it was “poured out on the seat of the Beast” (Revelation 16). For the reader to hear there is no 

threat in the New Jerusalem to feel the pain of being on the wrong side of things ever again, is a wonderful, 

wonderful thing.
13

 Our lives our characterized by darkness before Christ, and they are burdened by darkness in 

our trials after Christ, but the darkness that plagues us when it is a burden to go to bed and a burden to awaken 

will be gone, gone, gone. 

 In a land with no shadows, where every corner and every place on every street is well-lit, what will you 

do when there are no movies to view in dark rooms and no theaters where they take God’s name in vain, joke 

about disgusting things, and display murder after murder on the big screen…I wonder…if we take all of that out 

of your life, will city life be for you? 

 

Conclusion: 

 

6. City Life May Be For You If You Find It Acceptable to Have Your Thirst Quenched (21:6; 22:17). 

 

                                                             
12

This is really the fifth time that I can tell that we have this idea of reigning for eternity. 
13This is the major difference between being in the image of “Adam” versus the image of “the Last Adam”: “being able to not 

sin” versus “not able to sin”. 
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After you found out what is not there, did you find yourself almost in a state of despair? Did you not fear the 

possibility of boredom and wantonness and a longing for a life like planet earth—only better and longer and 

more sensational? 

 Two possibilities: It reveals an inward selfishness and self-centeredness that borders on childishness that 

cries from the backseat…”well when we get there, will there be anything fun for us to do?”  

 Another possibility is that you haven’t considered that “New Heaven and New Earth” are pure forms of 

all that you enjoy here—pure forms. Whatever pure invigoration and excitement you enjoy here is found in 

quintessentially more amazing types and forms in the presence of God there.  

 You see, saying “I am not sure I’ll enjoy the NH, NE, or NJ” is like saying, “I am not sure I would have 

enjoyed the Garden of Eden” or, even worse “It’s a good thing Adam fell, or I would not be having as much fun 

as I am now.” In either case, our lack of contentment in His world to come is like saying “God is a lousy parent 

with poor imagination and doesn’t know how to plan a family vacation.” 

 Well, then, if you are not addicted to the chase—the thrill of the hunt—what you will find is satisfaction. 

Some in 2 Timothy 3 were “always learning and never coming to the truth” while many in Athens were always 

hanging out “to hear some new thing” (Acts 17).  Have you ever met somebody who seems only happy pursuing 

Christ like the newest girl in school only to find that, if there is a marriage that results, that spouse has a face 

under the makeup and must even shower? 

 Those who are never happy to find the answer will not enjoy city life where the water runs fresh the fruit 

is ripe on the tree of Life, and the Spirit and the Bride find fulfillment in “The Lamb,” but those who are thirsty 

will come to the correct water, by faith, and be satisfied. 

 May those of us who are together redeemed by the blood of Christ and saved by this great faith (1 Peter 

1:5, 18-19) find a great and mutual journey of hope until the final day. I leave you with the words of Spurgeon in 

his biography, volume 2: 

 
I am engaged in personally-conducted tours to Heaven; and I have with me, at the present time, dear Old Father 
Honest: I am glad he is still alive and active. And there is Christiana, and there are her children. It is my 

business, as best I can, to kill dragons, and cut off giants’ heads, and lead on the timid and trembling. I am often 

afraid of losing some of the weaklings. I have the heart-ache for them; but, by God’s grace, and your kind and 
generous help in looking after one another, I hope we shall all travel safely to the river’s edge. Oh, how many 

have I had to part with there! I have stood on the brink, and I have heard them singing in the midst of the stream, 

and I have almost seen the shining ones lead them up the hill, and through the gates, into the Celestial City.—C. 

H. S.
14

 

 

May Our Great King find us faithful in the task to look after one another until we reach that city. 

                                                             
14 C. H. Spurgeon, C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography, Compiled from His Diary, Letters, and Records, by His Wife and His 

Private Secretary, 1854–1860, vol. 2 (Chicago; New York; Toronto: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1899), 131. 


