
God's Abundant Grace Toward Paul 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 32:1-2          Hymn Insert-  Come People of the Risen King 
1st Scripture:  Acts 7:54-8:3                  Hymn Insert-  What Grace is Mine 
2nd Scripture:  1 Timothy 1:12-14                     Hymn Insert-  Benediction Song 

Introduction: 

 In seeking to contend with those who were misusing and adding to the Law of God, last 

time, we saw that Paul had given a short description of the true use of God's Moral Law.  And 

there, we found that the true Law of God is good, when it is used lawfully, and in accordance 

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which teaches us that righteousness comes only through faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

 We recall verse 11, where Paul states that, all of this is, "according to the glorious gospel 

of the blessed God which was committed to my trust."  This morning, we will find Paul bridging 

this last comment into a brief description of his own personal testimony, showing how he himself 

was saved and justified by this very same gospel, which was committed to his trust, and which, 

affirms that it is the purpose of the gospel (and not the law) to make one righteous in the sight of 

God, with nothing to be added by way of personal sacrifice or personal righteousness.  In other 

words, Paul himself, serves as a testimony to all that he is saying here, as he himself was not 

unlike these false teachers, before having been converted and declared righteous by the gospel 

alone.   

 And so, this morning then, we dip into the first portion of Paul's personal testimony, 

given here in the text.  And we'll break this section down into three main headings: 

 1) Where Paul is, in the Present (vs. 12). 

 2) Where Paul was, in the Past (vs. 13a). 

 3) How Paul Got from the Past to the Present (vs. 13b-14). 

I.  Where Paul is, in the Present  (vs. 12) 

 "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, 

putting me into the ministry..." (vs. 12) 
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 Where is Paul in the present?  He is in the ministry.  What ministry?  The gospel ministry, 

as an Apostle of Jesus Christ, who has committed the gospel into Paul's trust [Read vs. 11&12b].  

In fact, Paul here thanks Christ Jesus (our Lord), because He has chosen and commissioned Paul 

as His ambassador, to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.  In other words, Paul is entrusted with the 

gospel; with the good news that God freely offers sinners, salvation, not on the basis of law 

keeping (which is impossible for fallen creatures), but on the basis of God's free grace in Christ.  

Paul bears this message; he has been called unto the ministry of disseminating it, solely through 

the sovereign will and call of Jesus Christ.  And so, Paul thanks Jesus for this. 

 But, notice two other important parts of this statement: 

 1) It is Christ who has "enabled" Paul, such that he would be equipped to serve in the 

gospel ministry.  Here Paul, not only acknowledges that Christ has called him unto this ministry 

in the gospel, but furthermore, that Christ has actually enabled him to fulfill it.  In other words, 

He didn't only give Paul the job, He also gave him everything he needed to do the job.  And the 

implication here, brethren, is that unless Christ, by His Spirit, had equipped Paul to fulfill the 

ministry unto which he was called, Paul would not have been able to do it.  Paul would never 

have the strength, the gifts, the willingness, the power, the desire or the resilience to fulfill such a 

ministry, in the face of all manner of physical and spiritual/demonic opposition.  [Apply?] 

 2) Paul adds an interesting and complicated causal statement here, as well.  He states, 

"And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting 

me into the ministry..."  Now, the question begged here is, "Is Paul actually saying that Christ has 

enabled and put Paul into the ministry on the basis of, or because of, Paul's faithfulness?  Well, 

let's answer this question by first considering what Paul cannot be saying, based upon the 

immediate context and what we know about Paul's conversion experience, which is recorded 

three times in the Book of Acts. 

 Paul is absolutely not saying that his faithfulness, in anyway, prior to his conversion, led 

Christ to say, "This guy is so good.  I'm going to set him apart and suit him up for ministry."  In 

our immediate context (vs. 14-16), Paul makes it abundantly clear that the grace of God was 

exceedingly abundant toward him in his conversion and call to the ministry.  It would be deeply 

inconsistent, therefore, for us to assume that in one vein, Paul is saying, "Look, I'm from the very 
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bottom of the mud barrel of sin," while in another vein, saying, "Christ called me, because I'm 

such a faithful guy" (and that, all within the span of two verses!).  And again, when you consider 

Paul's conversion experience, he wasn't exactly planting flowers in the church garden, when he 

was called.  Following his approval, agreement and consent, of the stoning death of Stephen, he 

was on his way to jailing anyone (men and women) who named the Name of Christ, when Jesus 

stopped him in his tracks and basically lassoed him into the kingdom.  And so, Paul is definitely 

not highlighting himself as the ultimate motivation for his calling.   

 How then are we to understand his statement here?  Well, I think the key is found in the 

word, "counted."  "Because He (Jesus) counted me faithful..."  Beyond the shadow of any doubt, 

again, Paul is highlighting and emphasizing the grace and glory of Christ here (the One whom he 

thanked for enabling him), as also the One who counted Paul faithful, putting him into the 

ministry.  In essence, Paul is stating, "Because Christ, in accordance with His own righteousness 

and faithfulness, has counted me faithful in Him (that is, in my union with Him), according to 

His own free grace, He has enabled me, putting me into the ministry.  You see, the emphasis is on  

Christ's glorious plan and will, who has chosen to count Paul faithful, according to the merits of 

Christ's own faithful ministry and life.  This is about the choice and design of Christ then, who 

counted Paul worthy and faithful, based on His own success, and not Paul's personal faithfulness.  

Otherwise, Paul could have simply stated, "Because I was faithful," rather than, having been 

"counted faithful" by Christ.  [Ex: Similar to the idea of being "counted worthy" or "righteous" in 

Christ; the emphasis being on how God views us in Christ, and not how we actually are, apart 

from Christ] 

 Needless to say, Paul presently stands as a minister of the gospel, contrary to the false 

teachers in Ephesus, not because of Paul, but because of Christ.  And it's no surprise then, that 

Paul would yet exalt Christ (and not himself) as he contends with those who are disrupting the 

unity and peace at Ephesus, with false teachings and distortions of the law. 
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II.  Where Paul was, in the Past  (vs. 13a) 

 After thanking Christ Jesus for enabling him, counting him faithful and calling him into 

the ministry, Paul briefly sums up his past, out of which, Christ has graciously called him into his 

present ministry. 

 Continuing into verse 13, he adds, "although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, 

and an insolent ("violently arrogant") man..." These three terms make such a small statement, 

rich in descriptive meaning.  Let us briefly consider each one. 

 1) A blasphemer:  What does Paul mean by this term?  Well, what slander is to men, 

blasphemy is to God.  It is to bring false charges against or to misrepresent the true and living 

God in some sense.  To speak about God, that which is not true, is to commit blasphemy.  Well, 

in what way did Paul do this?  [Read Acts 26:9-11] 

 In what way then, was Paul formerly a blasphemer?  In the way that he had spoken 

against Christ, denying Him as the true Messiah, while further compelling others in the 

synagogues to do the same.  And so, Paul's blasphemous behavior was directed against Christ, 

wasn't it?  But, isn't blasphemy (as opposed to slander) a crime that is committed against God?  

Well, what then might that tell us about Jesus?   

 2) A persecutor:  Paul states that he was also formerly a persecutor.  What then does he 

mean by this?  Well, as his blasphemy was directed against God, his persecuting was directed 

against the church.  Very specifically, Paul was involved with imprisoning Christians for their 

faith (not to mention his consent in the murder of Stephen).  [Read Galatians 1:13] 

 3) An insolent man:  Here Paul speaks of his own arrogant and proud heart (as a 

Pharisee), which compelled him to act violently toward others.   

 In these three descriptive terms, Paul sums up his former unregenerate state, in the 

corrupt view he had of God (as a blasphemer), of the church (as a persecutor), and himself (as an 

insolent man).  And so, in essence, he is saying that, in every way, he was a lost, self-righteous, 

arrogant enemy of God and the church...until Christ laid hold of him, gave him a new heart, and 

made him a humble, lover of God and servant of His church.   
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III.  How Paul Got From the Past to the Present  (vs. 13b-14) 

 How was it then, that Paul was transferred from one pole to the other; from arrogant, 

enemy of God and His church, to humble, lover of God, and servant of His church?  Verses 

13b-14 provide us with the answer to this question.   

 "...but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.  And the grace of our Lord 

was exceedingly abundant with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus." 

 Here, we find two key transporters, which carried Paul over from one pole to the other, 

namely, mercy and grace.  Let us consider each of these transporters for a few moments then. 

 1) "I once was lost, condemned and an enemy of God," "but I obtained mercy because I 

did it in unbelief." 

 Here we find that God did not charge Paul with his gross sins of blasphemy, persecution 

and arrogant violence against His church.  Paul deserved condemnation for warring against the 

very kingdom of God's beloved Son.  God chose to be merciful to Paul.  Now, what do we make 

of Paul's causal statement, "because I did it in unbelief."  Is he excusing his gross wrongs?  No.  

What Paul means by this, is that as horrific as his particular acts were against Christ and His 

church, He was yet a candidate for mercy, because he did it ignorantly (and in unbelief, not in 

willful opposition to what he knew to be true).   

 In other words, unlike some of the other Pharisees, who actually blasphemed the Holy 

Spirit, in their willful attributing of the miracles of Christ to beelzebub, Paul had not committed 

such a blasphemy.  Paul did blaspheme Christ and even the Father, but he had not committed the 

unpardonable sin.  He had not sinned against such evident testimony of the Spirit's power and 

grace.  Rather, he did what he did, out of a misdirected zeal for God, believing that Jesus was an 

imposter to the true religion of the Jews.  And so, Paul was a candidate for mercy, even though 

he didn't deserve that unique mercy.  God did not count Paul's direct opposition to Christ and His 

church (including being an accessory to murder), against Paul. 

 2) "And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant with faith and love which are in 

Christ Jesus." 

 If mercy swept Paul's offenses aside, grace carried Paul forward into all of the blessings 

of God that are found in Christ.  Mercy overlooked and forgave (it took away the bad), grace 
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provided the blessings of eternal life and every other spiritual blessing in Christ (it gave what 

was good).   

 And notice, Paul doesn't attribute his conversion to just some insignificant measure of 

grace.  Rather, he uses a double superlative, as it were, to describe the grace he has received.  

Exceeding grace; grace that went far beyond the boundaries of comprehension, as to distance.  

But not just exceeding, which would seem sufficient to get the point across, but rather, 

"exceedingly abundant" grace!  Grace, a million miles long and a million miles high, as it were.  

Grace beyond measure!  And the implication here, brethren, is that Paul was so far down at the 

bottom of the barrel, concerning his former sinful state, that God had to plummet the depths of 

His grace, as it were, to reach Paul way down there, and to bring him up to his present state.  It 

speaks great of God's mercy and grace, and very, very little of Paul's own worthiness.  Verse 15, 

which we will get into next time, Lord willing, will help illustrate this further. 

 Finally, we highlight that concluding portion of the statement, "And the grace of our Lord 

was exceedingly abundant with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus."  What is Paul saying 

here?  Namely, that the exceedingly abundant grace of God, is the sole motivation, which 

brought God to bestow upon Paul, these two most precious virtues of faith and love, both of 

which, are found in Jesus Christ alone.  In other words, the formerly unbelieving Paul, whose 

misguided zeal, led him to have nothing but hatred for Christ and His church, was granted the 

blessings of faith (contrary to unbelief) and love (contrary to persecution and arrogant violence), 

solely by the free grace of God, who brought Paul to receive these supernatural blessings, in 

Christ.  By uniting Paul to Christ, God has caused Paul to obtain all that he never had before, 

because every spiritual blessing is found in Jesus Christ, and in Jesus Christ alone! 

 And so, brethren, all of this comes full circle, to why Paul thanks Christ Jesus our Lord, 

who counted him worthy and put him into the ministry.  We might sum it up and put it in a nut 

shell this way: Unlike the false teachers in Ephesus, Paul was entrusted with the true gospel, 

which is summed up in the righteousness of God that fully and freely comes to sinners, not by 

law keeping or by good works, but by faith in Jesus Christ alone.  And Paul himself, who was 

entrusted with this blessed ministry as a true apostle and minister of Jesus Christ, wishes to 

emphasize the fact that this ministry which was entrusted to him, along with the very blessings 
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summed up in this ministry, have come to him, entirely, by the free and abundant mercy and 

grace of God, through Jesus Christ! 

 Before moving on with the continual unfolding of his main purpose in this letter, Paul 

will continue with this theme in verses 15-17, which we will consider next time, Lord willing.  

III.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Having worked through our main text for this morning, brethren, let us now conclude our 

time, by considering a few, relevant, closing thoughts and applications: 

 1) Even with Paul's frustration over the wicked workings of false teachers, he never 

forgot where he came from.  He always remembered that the only difference between him and 

any false teacher was the mercy and grace of God.  Let that be so with us, brethren! 

 2) Because Paul recognized that all that he is and ever would be in the gospel, was 

completely thanks to the free grace of God, Paul made sure that Christ was the one who was 

exalted, at every step that Paul contended for the faith.  He still fought against the lies.  He still 

exposed and spoke out against false teachers, but at the same time, he knew very well that Christ 

made all the difference between him and them.  This also served to keep his motives pure, when 

seeking to address false teachers, with the hope of rescuing those who were trapped in their grip, 

and if God so granted, seeing the false teachers themselves converted unto repentance toward 

God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul was once on that side of the aisle.  And all that he 

was now, had been freely given and granted him, solely by the grace of God in Jesus Christ!  Let 

this humble mindset always be in us, brethren! 

 Brethren, everything we are in our new lives, we are by grace, and we have received 

every spiritual blessing in Christ.  You have faith?  You were given that freely in Christ!  You 

have love?  You have been given that freely in Christ.  Such resources are nowhere to be found, 

whatsoever, in the flesh.  They are blessings found only in Christ.  And you are brought to obtain 

those blessings, not of your own free will, but of the free and exceedingly, abundant grace of 

God, in accordance with His predetermined will.  The short form, brethren:  Contend for the 

faith, but do so, making much of Christ, never forgetting where you came from; how your past 
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became your present.  All of those resources were given to you, in Christ, by your God, who 

graciously brought you to obtain them in Christ! 

 3) This is the very gospel hope, brethren, which is available to all men.  God can take the 

violent, blasphemous, insolent Muslim, and he can recreate him from the inside, granting him 

faith and love, which are in Christ, can He not?  God can take the twisted, sex-driven fornicator/

adulterer, and recreate him in Christ, with the blessed virtues of faith and self-control, which are 

found in Christ, along with every other Christian virtue.  Take any sinner in this entire world, and 

know what God can do, if He so wills.  God is in the business of bringing beautiful roses out of 

thorn bushes.  Let that motivate you, brethren, to never write anyone off, in this life.  Let that 

motivate you to pray for those who seem, so least likely to turn from their wicked 

ways...criminals, lying corrupt politicians, perverts, thieves, blasphemers, persecutors of 

Christians...etc. 

 4) Are you in Christ, this morning?  Perhaps, you look back in your life and you see a lot 

of deep holes of rebellion.  Maybe you have a lot of "skeletons in your closet."  Do you know, 

that right now, if you would but repent of your sins and come to Christ, by faith, in truth, all of 

that could be washed away?  Every hole can be filled, every skeleton can be put to rest.  Jesus 

came to save ungodly, wicked, naturally deplorable sinners, like you and me!  But, turn away 

from your sins now.  Call upon Him to change your heart and life, and trust in His finished work 

at the cross, and He will save you!   

 You see, you have a God who doesn't simply give "second chances."  Shoot, we would 

blow the second, the third, the one hundredth, the millionth chances!  God offers you a 

righteousness that has already been won and proven...in Christ!  He offers you a new life, under 

the blessed authority of a new, loving, gentle, Master...His Son, Jesus Christ!  Repent and believe 

in Him, and be saved! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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